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United States Section 

For immediate release 

August 6, 2025 

TIME CHNAGE 

USIBWC Southeast Arizona Citizens Forum Public Meeting in 

Tubac on August 12 

The U.S. Section of the International Boundary and Water Commission (USIBWC) Southeast Arizona Citizens 

Forum board will host an in-person and virtual public meeting on: 

Tuesday, August 12, 2025, from 3-5 p.m. MST. 

• Francisco Morales, Project Manager, North American Development Bank, will present on his

agency’s wastewater projects aimed at preventing transboundary flows in the Nogales, Arizona, area.

• Joaquin Marruffo Ruiz, Border Programs Administrator, Arizona Department of

Environmental Quality, will provide an update on progress, challenges, and plans for the Oso Wash

and Brickwood Canyon projects in Arizona.

The public meeting will be held in person at: 

Tubac Community Center 

Santa Cruz County, North Facility 

50 Bridge Road, Tubac, AZ 85646 

The public meeting will also be held virtually. Click here to join the meeting. If possible, it may be helpful for 

you to test connectivity on your own prior to the meeting by clicking on the “Join” link and ensuring your 

camera and microphone are functioning. Or join by phone: +1 915-320-4718,,604116403# Phone conference 

ID: 604 116 403# 

For those connecting via phone, the presentations will be available before the start of the meeting. Go to the 

USIBWC Citizens Forum page at https://www.ibwc.gov/citizens-forums-past-meetings/ and look for the 

Southeast Arizona Citizen Forum meeting. 

If you would like to speak during the public comment period, please sign up by contacting Frankie Pinon at 

frankie.pinon@ibwc.gov or 915-832-4716 by noon on August 8, 2025. 

Media Contact : 

Frankie Pinon 

frankie.pinon@ibwc.gov 

915-832-4716

The USIBWC is dedicated to protecting Americans from exposure to Mexican sewage, 

maintaining and operating critical infrastructure, and ensuring the U.S. gets its fair share of water. 

We are committed to working with our federal, state, and local partners and our Mexican 

colleagues to spearhead these issues. 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YjA0YmVlNjMtNTRkZC00MDBlLWI2NGYtMzhjZmU3ZGQ0ZTEw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22e20b1dcb-7db1-47f4-b1b3-a082028c3a03%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22ea73e51a-3b4a-49a5-adc7-588ba26217bb%22%7d
https://www.ibwc.gov/citizens-forums-past-meetings/
mailto:frankie.pinon@ibwc.gov


 

 

 

SOUTHEAST ARIZONA CITIZENS FORUM 

TIME CHANGE 

Tuesday, August 12, 2025, from 3-5 p.m. MST 

 

Tubac Community Center 

Santa Cruz County, North Facility 

50 Bridge Road, Tubac, AZ 85646 

And Via Teams 

 

Agenda 

 

• Welcome and Introductions – USIBWC Citizens Forum Board 

 

Francisco Morales, Project Manager, North American Development Bank:  Agency projects 

aimed at preventing transboundary flows in the Nogales, Arizona, area.  

 

• Joaquin Marruffo Ruiz, Border Programs Administrator, Arizona Department of 

Environmental Quality: Update on progress, challenges, and plans for the Oso Wash and 

Brickwood Canyon projects in Arizona. 

 

• Public Comment 

 

• Board Discussion  

 

• Suggested Future Agenda Items 

 

If you have a disability that you wish to self-identify confidentially that requires accommodation, please 

advise us ahead of time. For more information call 915-832-4716 or email frankie.pinon@ibwc.gov 

 

Microsoft Teams meeting 

 

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device: Click here to join the meeting. 

 

Meeting ID: 294 983 852 575 3  

Passcode: CH7Ui7SQ  

Download Teams | Join on the web 

Or call in (audio only) 

+1 915-320-4718,,604116403# 

Phone conference ID: 604 116 403# 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YjA0YmVlNjMtNTRkZC00MDBlLWI2NGYtMzhjZmU3ZGQ0ZTEw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22e20b1dcb-7db1-47f4-b1b3-a082028c3a03%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22ea73e51a-3b4a-49a5-adc7-588ba26217bb%22%7d
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-teams/download-app
https://www.microsoft.com/microsoft-teams/join-a-meeting


Oso Wash / Brickwood Canyon

08.12.25
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Photos 1,2&3 Courtesy of Ben Lomeli
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Video provided by NADBank

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1WGsIV1j3_9bMR9e6AQ9kXHjjc09xWQf_/preview
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Urban planned growth:
4,000 Acres

8 yrs
Mixed Use

built in 2018

built in 2012
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Drone image extracts
2020 and 2024

SCCSO and OOMAPAS
Site visits 2020 and 2023



❖ DNA-based microbial source tracking analysis (Jun 2020)

Portable 
sampler
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El Oso Wash

Oso Wash

Images Courtesy of Santa Cruz County

Brickwood Canyon



❖ WWTP equipment purchase (2022)



❖ Oso Wash Hydrological Model (2024)



Insert Photo

Water Use Alternative Analysis in advance of future 
flows from Oso Wash

One of the objectives of this study is to identify and propose concrete 
actions that allow to improve the operational efficiency of the wastewater 
treatment plants in Nogales, Sonora to have the effluent comply with the 

standards.



Insert Photo

Binational Taskforce



Insert Photo

Current Situation

● Additional connections to the planned ones (2020-2025) 
have exceeded the wwtp capacity for treatment.

● Nogales Sonora water utilities (OOMAPAS) has expressed 
their inability to address the current situation with the 
existing conditions.



Insert Photo

Solutions

1. For the US side of the Oso Wash, continue advancing in 
the development of a nature-based contingency system 
to restore the riparian ecosystem of the SCR.

2. Nogales Sonora needs to expand the treatment capacity 
for this area:
○ Expanding the existing wwtp capacity
○ Require the construction of wwtp to the new 

developments as the area grows.
3. Implement nature based solutions in the Mexican portion 

of the Oso Wash.



Thank you
Joaquin Marruffo Ruiz

marruffo.joaquin@azdeq.gov
520.628.6744

mailto:marruffo.joaquin@azdeq.gov
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North American Development Bank

July 15, 2025

Addressing Environmental Issues
on the U.S.-Mexico Border
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North American Development Bank

◆ Mandate: Develop and finance environmental infrastructure along the 
U.S.-Mexico border to improve the well-being of the population:

◼ Projects located within 100 km north and 300 km south of the border that

◼ Provide loans and grants for their implementation

◼ Offer technical assistance for project development

◆ Structure: Owned and governed equally by the Governments of the 
United States and Mexico

◆ Offices: San Antonio, TX and Ciudad Juarez, CHIH

◆ Ratings: Aa1 – Moody's; AA – Fitch

Established in 1994

NADBank
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North American Development Bank

◆ NADBank has a ten-member, binational Board of Directors, with an equal 
number of representatives from each country.

Board of Directors 

Governance

U.S. Members Mexico Members

Secretary of the Treasury Secretary of Finance and Public Credit (SHCP)

Secretary of State Secretary of Foreign Affairs (SRE)

Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency

Secretary of the Environment and Natural 
Resources (SEMARNAT)

U.S. Border State Representative Mexican Border State Representative

U.S. Border Public Representative Mexican Border Public Representative
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North American Development Bank

◆ Eligible projects must be located within 100 km north and 300 km south of the U.S.-
Mexico border

U.S.- Mexico Border Region

Jurisdiction

4

Geographic Jurisdiction Population within Jurisdiction

Mexico
State Population

Baja California 3,151,135
Chihuahua 2,974,318
Coahuila 1,774,565
Nuevo León 4,614,869
Sonora 1,646,690
Tamaulipas      2,248,745

Total 16,410,322

United States
State Population

Arizona 912,519
California 3,197,461
New Mexico 179,579
Texas     2,049,360

Total 6,338,919

◆ U.S. Border

◼ 41 counties in four states

◼ Population: 6.34 million 
(2.05% of U.S. population)

◆ Mexican Border

◼ 220 municipalities in six states

◼ Population: 16.41 million 
(14.61% of Mexican population)
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North American Development Bank

Project Types 

Eligible Sectors 

» Drinking

» Wastewater

» Conservation

» Stormwater

» Municipal

» Industrial

» Recycling

» Mobility

» Paving 

» Border crossings

» Industrial 
emissions

» Generation

» Storage 

» Efficient use

» Urban 
development

» Sustainable 
buildings

» Industrial parks

» Green 
manufacturing 
and products

» Food value 
chains

SUSTAINABLE 
CITIESWATER

SOLID 
WASTE

SUSTAINABLE 
ENERGY

AIR 
QUALITY

SUSTAINABLE 
PRODUCTION

» Mitigation

» Adaptation
CLIMATE CHANGE
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North American Development Bank

December 31, 2024

Certified Projects with Financing

30 projects
$1,564.5 M

25 projects
$333.2 M

14 projects
$84.4 M

85 projects
$3,457.1 M

38 projects
$1,159.3 M

10 projects
$495.6 M

12 projects
$1,241.7 M

27 projects
$1,527.6 M

35 projects
$698.8 M

California Arizona New Mexico Texas

Baja California 

39 projects
$1,549.2 M

Sonora Chihuahua Coahuila Nuevo León Tamaulipas

MX Border 
Region

8 projects
$197.2 M

Projects: 
323

Total 
investment:

US$12.3 
billion
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North American Development Bank

December 31, 2024

Projects Funded by Project Type

323
projects

US$12.3 billion
total investment
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North American Development Bank

Arizona

◆ 25 projects certified and financed
25 projects completed and in operation

◆ US$209.1 million in financing contracted
US$209.1 million disbursed (100%)

December 31, 2024

Community
No. of 

Projects
Financing 

Contracted
Bisbee 2 $        12.3

Douglas 2 11.3
Gadsden 1 1.3
Nogales 4 63.3
Patagonia 3 2.0

Picture Rocks 1 58.9
San Luis 1 0.5

Sierra Vista 1 2.3
Somerton 2 4.7
Tombstone 1 0.5

Tucson 2 40.7
Whetstone 1 0.5

Willcox 1 4.7
Yuma County 3 6.1

US$ Million
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North American Development Bank

Impact in Arizona

◆ 5.44 million gallons a day of new or improved 
wastewater treatment capacity

◆ 52,583 acre-feet/year in water savings in irrigation 
districts

◆ 37.6 MW of installed solar generation capacity, 
which is helping prevent the emission of 
approximately 49,477 metric tons/year of CO2, 
equivalent to removing 10,661 passenger vehicles 
from the roadways

◆ 1 sanitary landfill expanded

December 31, 2024
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North American Development Bank

December 31, 2024

Participation in Arizona

◆ 25 projects financed ◆ US$209.1 million in financing contracted

Yuma

Pima

Santa Cruz

Cochise

Douglas

1 W/WW, 1 WW

Nogales

1 W, 3 WW

Gadsden

1 WW

Patagonia

2 WW, 1 

SW

Somerton

1 W, 1 WW

Yuma County

1 WW, 1 WC

Bisbee

2 WW

Gila Gravity Main Canal

1 WC

Tucson

2 SE

San Luis

1 W

Sierra Vista

1 WW

Picture Rocks

1 SE

SE = Solar energy
SW = Solid waste
W = Water 
WC = Water conservation 
WW = Wastewater

Willcox

1 WW
Tombstone

1 W

Whetstone

1 W
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North American Development Bank

Projects in Arizona

Nogales, IWWTP

Yuma County WUA

Davis-Monthan AFB, Tucson

Douglas

Bisbee
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North American Development Bank

Sonora

◆ 40 projects certified and financed
33 projects completed and in operation

◆ US$435.9 million in financing contracted*
US$424.4 million disbursed (97.4%)

December 31, 2024

US$ Million

Community
No. of 

Projects
Financing 

Contracted
Agua Prieta 4 $       4.8

Benjamín Hill 1 100.0
El Sásabe 1 0.4
Hermosillo* 8 127.0
Ímuris 1 0.5
Magdalena de Kino 1 0.5
Naco 4 2.3
Nogales 7 58.1
Pitiquito 1 66.0
Puerto Peñasco 2 4.4
San Luis Río Colorado 9 69.5
Sonoyta 1 2.3

* Includes the participation of public transportation companies in 2 
border-wide low-emission bus programs.
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North American Development Bank

Impact in Sonora

◆ 82 million gallons a day of new or improved wastewater treatment 
capacity

◆ 5 sanitary landfills constructed, 1 sanitary landfill expanded, and 1 
open-air dumpsite closed

◆ Approximately 3 million square meters of streets paved or 
rehabilitated to reduce vehicular dust (PM10)

◆ 1 new border crossing, relocating commercial traffic outside a 
densely-populated urban area, thus expediting traffic flows at both 
bridges and reducing idling times, fuel consumption and exhaust 
emissions 

◆ 567.5 MW of installed solar generation capacity, which is helping 
prevent the emission of approximately 742,992 metric tons/year 
of CO2, equivalent to removing 160,092 passenger vehicles from 
the roadways

◆ 70 low-emission buses in circulation

December 31, 2024
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North American Development Bank

December 31, 2024

Participation in Sonora

◆ 40 projects certified and 
financed

◆ US$435.9 million in 
financing contracted

AQ = Air quality
MO = Mobility
SB = Sustainable buildings
SE = Solar energy
SFVC = Sustainable food value chain 
SW = Solid waste
UD = Urban development
W = Water 
WW = Wastewater

Puerto Peñasco
1 SW, 1 AQ

Sonoyta
1 WW

San Luis Rio Colorado
4 WW, 1 SW, 3 AQ, 1 SB, 1 SFVC

El Sasabe
1 WW

Nogales
1 W, 2 WW, 1 W/WW, 2 SW, 1 AQ

Naco
1 W/WW, 1 W, 1 SW, 1 AQ

Agua Prieta
2 WW, 1 SW, 1 AQ

Hermosillo*
1 W/WW 1 WW, 1 AQ, 
1 UD, 1 SE, 2 MO, 1 SFVC

Pitiquito
1 SE

* Includes participation in two border-
wide public transportation projects

Benjamín Hill
1 SE

Magdalena
1 W

Ímuris
1 WW
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North American Development Bank

Projects in Sonora

Nogales, Los Alisos WWTP

San Luis Río 
Colorado

San Luis Río Colorado

Agua Prieta

Naco

Puerto Peñasco

Nogales

Hermosillo Orejana

Magdalena



North American Development BankNorth American Development Bank

NOGALES 

Projects Under 
Development

Technical 
Services 

& 
Grants 
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North American Development Bank

Metric Unit Value
Population benefited population 16,701

New residential DW hookups 

installed
connections 2,350

New access to WWC services connections 3,506

Drinking water distribution lines 

installed
miles 19.11

New WWC lines installed miles 23.45

Improved WW lift stations number 1

Improved WW lift station capacity mgd 12.6

WW discharges eliminated mgd 0.93

SN Nogales DW & WWC Southwest Colonias Expansion

Sponsor: OOMAPAS Nogales

Estimated Cost: US$ 10.5 M

NADB Funding: BEIF US$ 5.3 M

Funding Partners: CONAGUA; CEA; OOMAPAS: US$ 5.2 M

Expected Results: 
Mitigate risk untreated WW discharges 
into the Arroyo Los Nogales

Implementation
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North American Development Bank

SN Nogales DW & WWC Southwest Colonias Expansion
Implementation
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North American Development Bank

SN Nogales Los Alisos WWTP Expansion – Module 3 
Development

Sponsor: OOMAPAS Nogales

Estimated Cost: US$ 2.5 M

NADB Funding: BEIF US$ 1.25 M

Funding Partners: CONAGUA; CEA; OOMAPAS: US$ 1.25 M

Expected Results: 
Reduce transboundary untreated WW 
discharges into the U.S.
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North American Development Bank

SN Nogales Los Alisos WWTP Expansion – Module 3 
Development



21
North American Development Bank

Metric Unit Value
Population benefited population 6,500

Improved access to WWC services connections 812

New access to WWC services connections 813

New WWC lines installed miles 2.53

WW discharges eliminated mgd 0.41

New WW treatment capacity mgd 0.47

SN Nogales Colinas del Sol & Colonia B Vista WWC & WWTP
Development

Sponsor: OOMAPAS Nogales

Estimated Cost: US$ 5.5 M

NADB Funding: BEIF US$ 2.75 M

Funding Partners: CONAGUA; CEA; OOMAPAS: Pending

Expected Results: 
Eliminate untreated WW discharges into a 
transboundary watershed
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North American Development Bank

SN Nogales Colinas del Sol & Colonia B Vista WWC & WWTP
Development
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North American Development Bank

Metric Unit Value
Population benefited population 1,140

New access to WWC services connections 285

New WWC lines installed miles 3.26

WW discharges eliminated mgd 0.11

New WW treatment capacity mgd 0.19

SN Nogales Mascareñas WWC & WWTP
Development

Sponsor: OOMAPAS Nogales

Estimated Cost: US$ 2 M

NADB Funding: BEIF US$ 1 M

Funding Partners: CONAGUA; CEA; OOMAPAS: US$ 1 M

Expected Results: 
Eliminate untreated WW discharges into a 
transboundary watershed
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North American Development Bank

SN Nogales Mascareñas WWC & WWTP
Development
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North American Development Bank

SN Nogales LAnza & PAnza WWTPs Rehabilitation
Development

Sponsor: OOMAPAS Nogales

Estimated Cost: US$ 3 M

NADB Funding: BEIF US$ 1.5 M

Funding Partners: CONAGUA; CEA; OOMAPAS: Pending

Expected Results: 
Eliminate inadequately treated WW into 
the Oso Wash

Metric Unit Value
Population Benefited population 33,565

Improved access to WW services connections 9,072

Improved WW Treatment mgd 1.7

Risk of potential WW discharges 

eliminated
mgd 1.7
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North American Development Bank

SN Nogales LAnza & PAnza WWTPs Rehabilitation
Development
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North American Development Bank

27

Development
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North American Development Bank

SN Nogales Relocation of Arroyo Los Nogales Collector
Development

Sponsor: OOMAPAS Nogales

Estimated Cost: US$ 1.5 M

NADB Funding: BEIF US$ 1.5 M

Funding Partners: CONAGUA; CEA; OOMAPAS: US$ 0 M

Expected Results: 
Mitigate risk of untreated WW discharges 
into Arroyo Los Nogales

Metric Unit Value
Population benefited population 50,000

Improved access to WWC services connections 25,000

Improved WWC lines installed miles 1.39

Risk of potential WW discharges 

eliminated

mgd 2.64
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North American Development Bank

SN Nogales Relocation of Arroyo Los Nogales Collector
Development
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North American Development Bank

SN Nogales Ruíz Cortines Collector Rehabilitation
Implementation

Sponsor: OOMAPAS Nogales

Estimated Cost: US$ 2.5 M

NADB Funding: BEIF US$ 0 M

Funding Partners: SIDUR: US$ 2.5 M

Expected Results: 
Mitigate risk of untreated WW discharges 
into Arroyo Los Nogales

Metric Unit Value
Population benefited population 95,000

Improved access to WWC services connections 12,126

Improved WWC lines installed miles 3.53

Risk of potential WW discharges 

eliminated

mgd 5.02
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North American Development Bank

SN Nogales Ruíz Cortines Collector Rehabilitation
Implementation
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North American Development Bank

SN Nogales Downtown WWC Rehabilitation
Development

Sponsor: OOMAPAS Nogales

Estimated Cost: US$ 2 M

NADB Funding: BEIF US$ 1.5 M

Funding Partners: CONAGUA; CEA; OOMAPAS: Pending

Expected Results: 
Mitigate risk of untreated WW discharges 
into Arroyo Los Nogales

Metric Unit Value
Population benefited population 15,000

Improved access to WWC services connections 5,500

Improved WWC lines installed miles 4.43

Risk of potential WW discharges 

eliminated

mgd 0.79
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