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t:IllUTE t-!0. 227 

INTERHATICEAL BOUNDARY Al!D ~lATER COHl1ISSIOtl 
Ul'!ITED STATES Al~ lt.iEXICO 

El Paso, Texas, 
September 5, 1967. 

ElUARGE~IT OF THE Ir~ERl~TIONAL FACILITIES FOR THE 
TREAT11ENT OF NOGALES, ARIZONA Ar~ _l!OGALES,.t SOi!OP..A SEWAGE 

The Commission met in the offices of the United States Section in El 
Paso, Texas at 10:00 a.m. on September 5, 1967, to consider the need for 
improving and enlarging the existing international facilities constructed 
in 1951 for the treatment and disposal of the sewage of the border cities 
of Nogales, Arizona and Nogales, Sonora. / 

The Commission ~eviewed the "Joint Report of the Principal Engineers 
Concerning the l!ecess:.t;r·for Enlarging the International Facilities for the 
Treatment of the Sewage of Eogales, Arizona and I~ogales , Sonora", sub
mitted by Principal Engineers l<Iilliam E. Walker and Eorberto Sanchez G. 
under date of Harch 16, 1967. The English and Spanish texts of that Re
port are attached hereto and torm a part hereof. 

The Commission approved the Report under reference, agreeing that the 
capacity of the present international facilities is critically insufficient 
for the treatment of volum~s of sewage of the two cities and that the in .. 
sufficiency creates a serious danger to the health and welfare ot residents 
o~ the two communities. The Commission concluded that correction of this 
situation through the Commission is in consonance with the provision of 
Article 3 of the 1944 Water Treaty wherein the two Governments agree to give 
preferential attention to the solution of all border sanitation problems. 

The COilliilission further azreed that the present facilities at Nogales, 
Arizona should be enlarged to provide complete treatment of the volumes of 
sewage from the two cities ~nticipated in 1900, and that Hexico's share of 
the cost of the ir construction is to be $887,300.00 (Eight hundred eighty
seven thousand eight hundred dollars) United States Currency, as recom
mended by the Principal Engineers in their Joint ~eport . 

The Commission considered that because of recent urban expansion at 
l'!'ogales, Arizona it cotJ'!'Cr1ie in the interest of the United States to re
locate the treatment plant farther north. The Commission agreed, however, 
that l~exico's share of the construction cost of enla'l:ging the international 
s~wage treatment facilities should not be changed if the Unit~d States for 
d.omestic reasons constructs the enlarged treatment plant north of ti.1e 
present site. 

Lastly, the Commission agreed that Mexico may dispose of a part or of 
all the nogales , Sonora sewage in its ot-m territory when it may so consider 
it advisable. 



The Commission thereupon ado!,)ted the folloHing resolution, subject to 
the B!Jproval o£ the t1110 Governments: 

1. The "Joint !te!?ort of the Principal En3ineers Concerning the 
Necessity for Enlarzing the International Facilities for the 
Treatment of the Sewaze of r!ogales, Arizona and Hoe;ales, Sonora<~ 
is approved. 

2. That as soon as practical , the United States proceed to prepare 
the design of the works required for enlaxecment of the exieting 
facilities in acco!'dance with the requirements and genexal plans 
indicated in the Joint Report in refe!'ence. 

3. That as soon as practical the Hnitecl States construct the "1orks 
referred to in paxagraph 2 of the resolution of this lanute and 
th:1t l-1exico contribute the arr.ount o:l: $CC7 ,C:)~.OO (Eight huncl·red 
eighty-seven thousand eight hundred dollars) United States Cur• 
rency to defray Eexico ' s share o ~ the cost of construction. 

l}. That sixty (SO) ~ays prior to starting of construction, the Gov
er!llllent of l•~exico establish in a ban!~ in the United States to be 
approved by the United States Commissioner an irrevocable credit 
in favor of the United States Commissioner in the amount of 
$3C7,800.00 (Zizht hundred eighty- seven thousand eight hundred 
dollars) Unite~ States C•.1rrency, for payment of Hexico 1 s share 
of the construction costs to which this llinute refers . The 
United States Commi$sioner or his authorized representative will 
draw monthly against the credit thus established, \~ith the coun
ter-signature of the Eexican Commissionex- o:c h::.s designated 
representntive, in such amount as the Commission may agree upon, 
to cover J;exico ' s share of the expenditu::-es made on construction 
of the works during the precedins month. The United States CaLl
missioner will r.otify the r~exican Corilr.lisnione;: at least sixty 
(60) days in advance, of the date for establishment of the cr~dit. 

5. That. the same bases of operation and maintenance, and of distri
bution of opcratior, Rnd maintenance cos·cs between the tv10 cou':l
tries outline~ i:: l:inute r:o, 206 of January 13, 1958 be conti'1ued 
in fo~ce for the internationnl ~acilitiev after they are en~e~eed, 
in the unclerstancling that Hexico shall have no res ponsibH·.:.;:y ~or 
the O?eration a?:td oaintenance costs of the section of the s~•-7·.=.: 
lin~ from the site of the existinz plant to the site of t be new 
enlerged plant if the latter i5 constructed farther north. 

5. That the desien, cor1struction, and O!)eration and maintenance of 
the enlarged facilities be performed by or through the United 
States Section uncle:c the supe~;ision of the Commission. 

7. 1-:exico may dispose of a part or of all the Eogales, Sonora sewage 
in its o-vm territory when it may so consider it advisable. 



, 8., Ik it& ~~thet.'. uacf•t:•~•~ **4 --- {t . ~i& l(fll«D requt~ea tbe 
JpttcJ.~~ &Pt>rOV#'l of the' ·tW· ~t'J'* _ . -

The meeting men. :adjow~d. 
' _) 


