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/ACTA NUM. 222 

EMERGEt~CY CONNECTION OF THE SEWAGE SYSTEM - CONEX.ION DE EMERGENCIA DEL SISTEMA DE ALCAN
OF THE CITY OF TIJUANA, BAJA CALIFORNIA TO TARILLADO DE LA CIUDAD DE TIJUANA, BAJA CALI 
THE METROPOLITAN SEWAGE SYSTEM OF THE CITY 

1
FORNIA, AL SISTEMA METROPOLITANO DE ALCANTA

OF SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA. ----------------- RILLADO DE LA CIUDAD DE SAN DIEGO, CALIFOR-
------------------------------------------- NIA. ---------------------------------------

The Commission met in the offices of - I La Comision se reunio en las oficinas -, , , 
the MexicQn Section at Ciudad Juarez, Chi- :de la Seccion Mexicans, en Ciudad Juarez, --
huahua, at 10:00 a.m. on November 30, 1965, iChihuahua, a las diez horas del 30 de novie 
to consider an emergency connection of the lbre de 1965, para considerar una conexion d 
Sewage System of the City of Tijuana, Baja emergencia del Sistema de Alcantarillado de 
California, to the Metropolitan Sewage Sys- la ciudad de Tijuana, Baja California, al -
tern of the City of San Diego, California. - Sistema Metropolitano de Alcantarillado de -
------------------------------------------- la ciudad de San Diego, California. --------

The Commission reviewed the "Joint Re- La Comision reviso el 11 Informe Mancomu-
port of the Principal Engineers Concerning nado de los Ingenieros Principales sabre la 
the Advisability of Connecting the Jewage - Conveniencia de Conectar el Sistema de Alca 
System of the City of Tijuana, Baja Cali- -!tarillado de la ciudad de Tijuana, Baja Cal 
fornia to the Metropolitan Sewage System of fornia al Sistema Metropolitano de Alcantar 
San Diego, California, as an Additional --- llado de San Diego, California, como Medida 
Measure of Safety11

, submitted by Principal Adicional de Seguridad 11
, presentado por los 

1 
Engineers w. E. Walker and Norberta Sanchez Ingenieros Principales Norberta Sanchez G. 
G. on November 29, 1965. The texts in Eng- W. E. Walker, el 29 de noviembre de 1965. -
lish and Spanish of this Joint Report are - Los textos en espanol y en ingles de este I 
attached to the present Minute and form a -,forme Mancomunado se agregan a la presente 
part thereof. ----------------------------- Acta y forman parte de ella. --------------

The Commission agrzed that said report 
is in accord with the provisions of the ---
1944 Water Treaty, and that it is in agree
ment with the Commission 1 s negotiations --
concerning this matter. Accordingly, each 
Commissioner expressed his complete approv-
al of the Report cited. -------------------

La Comision convino que el Informe cit 
do esta de acuerdo con las estipulaciones -
del Tratado de Aguas de 1944, y que se ajus 
ta a las negociaciones que tuvo la Comision 
sabre este asunto. Por tanto, cada Comisio 
nado expreso su entera aprobacion a dicho -
Informe. ----------------------------------

The Commission then adopted the fall Enseguida la Comision adopto la resolu 
ing resolution: --------------------------- cion siguiente: ---------------------------

The Commission hereby approves the 
"Joint Report of the Principal Engi- -
neers Concerning the Advisability of -
Connecting the Sewage System of the -
City of Tijuana, Baja California to -
the Metropolitan Sewage System of San 
Diego, California, as an Additional -
Measure of Safety", dated November 29, 
1965, and recommends that the two 

{Continued on Sheet 2) 

La Comision aprueba por media de 1 
presente el t:Informe Mancomunado de lo 
Ingenieros Principales sabre la Conve
niencia de Conectar el Sistema de Alca 
tarillado de la ciudad de Tijuana, Baj 
California, al Sistema Metropolitano d 
Alcantarillado de San Diego, Califor
nia, como Medida Adicional de Seguri
dad'', fechado el 29 de noviembre de --

{Contin~a en la hoja 2) 



(Continued from Sheet No. 1) 

Governments approve the recommends- --1 
tions of that Report for the construc
tion, operation and maintenance of the 
emergency connection of the Tijuana --
Sewage System. -----------------------

! 
'' ....... 

Secretary the United States Section 

(Continua de la hoja 1) 

I 
1965, y recomienda que los dos Gobier-~ 
nos aprueben las recomendacion~s de di
cho Informe para la construccion, opera 
cion y mantenimiento de la conexion de 1 

emergencia del alcantarillado de Tijua-

na. -----------------------------------

Se levanto la sesion. 

Secretario de la Seccion 
Unidos 

Estados 



INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMMISSION 

UNITED STATES ANO MEXICO 

El Paso, Texas 
November 29, 1965 

JOINT REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL ENGINEERS CONCERNING THE ADVISABILITY 
OF CONNECTING THE SEWAGE SYSTEM OF THE CIT'i OF TIJUANA a BAJA CALIFORNIA, 
TO THE MltTROPOLITAN SEWAQE SYSTEM OF SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA, AS AN 
ADDITIONAL MEASURE OF SAFETY. 

To the Honorable Commissioners, 

Sirs: 

International Boundary and Water Commission, 
United States and Mexico, 

El Paso, Te:cas, and Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua. 

In accordance with your instructions we respectfully submit for your 

consideration the following report concerning the advisability of construe-

ting a sewer line to connect the main collector of the sewage system of the 

city of Tijuana, Baja California, with the San Ysidro Branch of the San Diego, 

California Metropolitan Sewage System, as an additional measure of safety, 

to be used in event of serious accident to the Tijuana Sewage System, in 

order to protect United States lands against surface flows of Tijuana sewage. 

In 1938 the Governments of the United States and Mexico completed the 

construction of an international project for the conveyance and discharge to 

the Pacific Ocean of the sewage of the border cities of Tijuana, Baja 

California, and San Ysidro, California; the project, which consisted of a 

septic tank located in Tijuana and an international collector discharging 

to the ocean, functioned adequately for several years. 

Between 1950 and 1960, due to the increase in population of both cities, 

the system became overloaded. The Commission again considered the problem 

and the two Governments decided to resolve it by means of internal measures 

in each country. 

The 
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The domestic system for the conveyance and discharge of the sewage of 

tbe city of Tijuana, Baja California. commenced operating in 1962, consist

ing of collector lines~ two pumping plants, two pressure discharge lines 

located near the international boundary and an outfall channel to the south, 

parallel to the Mexican coast. 

The pumping plants and pressure discharge lines of the facilities for 

the conveyance and discharge of sewage of the city of Tijuana have, as 

safety measures, double the requi£ed capacity and the pumps are equipped 

with internal combustion motors. However, since they began operating in 

1962, the authorities of the United States have considered it advisable 

to have additional safety measures in order to prevent the flow of sewage 

in United States territory which might occur as a consequence of serious 

accident to such facilities. 

The authorities of the United States believe that it would be advisable 

to have constructed a sewage line to connect the Tijuana collector to the 

San Diego Metropolitan Sewage System, in order to drain Tijuana sewage into 

the San Diego syst~m in case of emergency. 

There was considered the circumstance that ce.rtain excess capacity 

remains available in the San Diego Metropolitan Sewage System which could 

be utilized to convey Tijuana sewage and that a trunk line of this system 

is situated lesa than 0.8 mile (1.3 kilometers) from the international 

boundary opposite the Tijuana main sewage collector. 

The works needed to connect the Tijuana Sewage System to the San Diego 

Metropolitan Sewage System would be the following: In Mexico, a connecting 

sewer line less than 0.1 mile (0.16 kilometer) long from a point of the 

main collector above Pumping Plant No. 1 to a point on the international 

boundary 
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boundary; and in tbe United States the extension of that sewer line for a 

distance of approximately 0.8 mile (1.3 kilometers), from the international 

boundary to the point of connection with the San Ysidro branch of the San 

Diego Ketropolttan Sewage System. A measuring device would be installed 

in the sewer line extension. 

We believe that each country, at its expense, should carry out the. 

conatruction of the facilities to be situated in ita own territory and that, 

in addition, Mexico should pay to tbe United States every calendar year the 

sum of $743.00, U. S Cy., for each of the first Iive days, and the sum of 

$520.00, U.S. Cy., for each additional day on which Tijuana sewage is 

discharged into the San Diego Metropolitan Sewage System; that payment for 

the discharge of a partial day be determined on the basis of the hours of 

use recorded in the measuring devices to be installed. 

Because of the foregoing considerations, we respectfully make the 

following recommendations: 

l. That the proposal to construct a sewage line to connect the sewage 

system of the city of Tijuana, Baja Californ1•, with the San Diego, California 

Metropolitan Sewage System be adopted by the Commission as an additional 

measure of safety which authorities in the United States consider desirable. 

2. That under supervision of the Commission, each country at its own 

expense execute the construction, including design, the operation and the 

maintenance of the interconnection facilities to be located in its own terri• 

tory. 

3. That every calendar year Mexico pay to the United States~ through. 

the Commission, the sum of $743.00, U. S. Currency, for each full day during 

the first five (5) days on which Tijuana sewage is discharged to the Metro

politan Sewage System of San Diego, and $520.00, U. S. Currency, for each 

additional 
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additional full day in that calendar year; and that the payment for the 

discharge for a part of a day be determined on the basis of the hours of 

use recorded on the measuring devices to be installed. 

4. That construction of the proposed works be carried out as soon as 

possible. 

5. That upon completion of the connection of the two cities' sewage 

systems, such connection be available for as long as there is excess capa-

city in the facilities of the San Diego Metropolitan Sewage System in order 

to discharge Tijuana sewage into that System in case of emergency. 

Respectfully submitte1, 

By the United States: By Mexico: 

iu-C.~ 
W. K. Welker ~~Cc.C 

Principal Engineer Principal_ ~ngineer 



COMISION INTERNACIONAL DE LIMITES Y AGUAS 
ENTRE MEXICO Y LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS 

Ciudad Ju8rea, Cbih., 
30 de noviembre de 1965. 

A~"TA NUM. 222. 

CONEIION .J.jE EME~CIA DEL Slb'TEMA DE .A.L- -
OANT.Ali.IUJ.DO .DE tA OIUDAD DE TIJUAJU, BAJA 
OALHOf\liiA, AL STh"T~1A Z.,~&Tf:OPOLITJ.JiO DE AL
OANTAUILUDO DE LA OlllDAll 00 SAN DIEGO, O.A-
UIDRNIA. -------------

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMMISSION 
UNITED STATES AND MEXICO 

MINUTE .NO. 222 • 

Ciudai Juarea, chih., 
~ovember 30, 1965. 

EME&GDCI COlliNECTIOI OF THE SEWAGE ttiSTE14 OF 
Tmt CITY OF TIJUANA, BAJA CA.Lli''OIU:IA TO Tim. 
METhOPOLITA.lll SEWAGE SY5T.EM 01' THE CITY OF -
SAJ DIEGO, CALll•lJIUUA. ---· -----·----· 

La COllisiOn ae reurdo en las o!icinaa The Co.d.sa1on •t in the offices ot -
de la Secci&n Muicana, en Ci.w:laG Juarez, - the Mu.ican Section at Oiud.ad Juans, Chi- -
Chihuahua, a lu dies horu del 30 de no- - hahua, at lOrOO a.a. on Xoveuiber 30, 196$, 
viuDre de 196S, para cons14el"ar una cone- to oona:id.er a ..-geno7 connection of tbe 
xiOn cle uerpncia del SiJtteaa de Alcanta- · Snap Syatea of the Cit,T ot Tijuana, BaJa -
rillado de la ciudad. de Tij~, baja ,Call- Cal.Uornia, to the MetropoUtan Setrap S7r 
fonda, al Sistema Metropolitclo 4e Alcan- tea of the City of San Diego, California. -
tarillado de la oiud&li de San Diego, Oa1i-
fornia. --------------

La ec.d.si.On revi.O el "Intone MaRco- The Co.aiaaion reviewd. the "Joint Re-
auna.Go de loa Ingenieros Prinoipela8 .aobra port. of the PriDcipal in&ineera 00Dc81'1'11Dg -
la Co.nveniencia de Conectar e1 Sist.a de - tM .&dvieabil1t7 of OOimeetin& the Sewage -
Alaantarillado de la Ciu.dM de 'l'ijuana,,:Ba- 87atea of the Ci\7 of Tijuau, BaJa Calitor
ja Cal.Uarnia al Siatema MetropoUtano q - Dia 'to the Hetropol1tan Sewa&e Sratem of San 
Aloant.arillado de San Diego, California, - llleso, Calitoraia, u c .luiditiOnal Meuure 
OQIBO Medida Micional de Sftguri.QC", pre- - of Safe.,-, &Dl:aittecJ. b;y Principal &npneera 
aentad.o ,POr loa Inpnieroa .Principalaa Nor- w. I. Walker a8fi ltorberto 5Sncbes a. on lo
berto Sanches a. 7 w. E. Walker, al 29 de - vaDe~- 29, 196$. The tcta in En&liah and -
noviemb:re de 1965. Loa textoa en eapaflol T Spatliab or tbia Joiat Report an attached. to 
en in&J.ea cle este Intoru l1ancoaunado ae - the preaent Minute IDd fora a part thereof. 
qregm a la preeente Acta 1 tonen parte - ---· ---------· -· .. -·---·--·-·· --.. ---·--.. --·-··------·-·· 
de ella. --------------

La CoaiaiOn coari.no que el In!GrM oi
tado eata de acue:rdo ccm las eat,ipulaciones 
del fratado de J.guaa de 1944, 7 que • ajua 
ta a las negociacionea que tuvo 1a Colld.aion 
aobre eate uunto. Por tanto, cada Oomi- -
aionad.o upre.O su entera aprobaci.On a di-
cho Int~. ------------

Eneeguida la COIIiaien adoptO la reso
lucicm Bi&u.iente: ---·-------

-La ComiaiOn aprueba par .uio de 
la preaen.te el •Intona Mancoaunado de 
loa Inpnieroa Principalea sabre la -

(ContinUa an la hoja 2) 

·--------------·----------------------the Commis81on agreed. that said Report 
1a 1D accord With the prov1810Jl8 of the 1944 
Water Treav, and tJlat. it is 1n apoeuant -
ll1 tb the Coad.seion • s Degotiationa concern
in& this matter. Ace~, each Coaair 
a1oner 8lq)l"eBaeci bi.a ca.plete approval of -
the Report cite4. ----------

Tbe CoaissiOI'l \ben adopted the follow-
ina re.eoluU.~I -- r t •- ••• • • •

11
11iMi ............ 

Tbe COIII!iui.on hereb;y approrea the 
"Joiat Report ot the P.l'i.ncipal EDci- -
neera c~ the Advisab1lit7 ot-

(Continued on Sheet Mo. 2) 





COMISION INTERNACIONAL DE LIMITES Y AGUAS 
ENTRE MEXICO Y LOS ESTADOS UNlDOS 

(CanUDU. de la hoja 1) 

I 

c.....wmoia de conoctar el Sistema de 
AkantarillaiO d.e la Ciudad. d.e Ti.Jua
u, Baja Californi&.t al Siatema Met.'ro
polltaao de A.leantarillad.o de .San Dir 
ao, Calltond..a, coao Mad.1da Al.lieional 
de Seguricl.lld.", .techlldo el 29 d.e no- -
~ de 196S, 7 reooat.ecd.a que loa 
doa U.iemoa aprwaben las reo...ua
oionea de dioho Intone para la conr .. . 
trucci.oa, operaciOB 7 J181lteda:t ento de 
la omexi&a de .-rpDCia del alcantad. 
llado de Tijuna. -

5eoretario de ia 5.cct&n de 1~ 

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMMISSION 
UNITED STATES AND MEXICO 

(COBtinWid froa Sheet Bo. l) 

COIUleCt.ina the Se'n&e 57at• ot tbe -
CitJ' of TiJu.aDat .Baja Calltorrd.a to the 
Matropol1tan Se1fa&e Sy8telt of sa Die&o, 
Cal:Uonna, u m Additioul Maanre ot 
Safet7'1 clatecl Bc:w..,.. 29, 196S, ar.u! -
reooa!Mllda that t1u1 two Govenaerdia ap
prwe the nooaeradatd.CI!DS of that Be- -
port for tbe cODatruct.:lorl, operatian -
an4 aairlt.elutDee of the .. :r....,. caa- -
MCtiaD. of the TiJUBD& Snap Syatea. -

----------------------------------.... 11 J ••• ··-- .... .. ... 

----------------------------------



COMISION INTERNACIONAL DE LIMITES Y AGUAS 

ENTRE MEXICO Y LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS 

Ciudad Juarez, Cbih., 
29 de novi&abre de 1965. 

INFOR11E MANCOMUNADO DE IJJS INGENIEROS PRINCIPAIES SOBRE 
LA CONVENIENCIA DE CONECTAR EL SISTENA DE ALCANTARILLADO 
DE LA. CIUDAD DE TIJUAli!A, BAJA CALHURNIA, AL SISTEMA :ME
TROPOLITANO DE ALCANTARILLADO DE SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA, 
COMO MEDIDA ADICIONAL DE SEGURIDJD. 

A los Honorables Comisionados, 
ComisiOn Internacional de L!.mites y Aguas 
entre &rico y los Estados Unidos, 
Ciudad Juarez, Chih. - El Paso, Texas. 

Senores I 

De acuerdo con sus instrucciones, respetuosamente sometemos a 

su consideracion el siguiente Informe sobre la conveniencia de construir 

un albafial que conecte el colector principal del Sistema de Alcantarilla-

do de la ciudad de Tijuana, Baja California, con el ramal de San Isidro 

del Sistema Metropolitano de Alcantarillado de San Diego, California, 

como una medida adicional de seguridad, para su uso en caso de serio ac-

cidente al Sistema de Alcantarillado de Tijuana a fin de proteger los 

terrenos de los Estados Unidos contra los escurrimientos superficiales 

de aguas negras de Tijuana. 

En 1938, los Gobiernos de MSxico y de los Estados lfuidos termi-

naron la construccion de un proyecto internacional para la conduccion y 

descarga al Oceano Pac:f.fico de las aguas negras de las ciudades fronte-

rizas de Tijuana, Baja California y San Isidro, California; el proyecto, 

que consistfa en una fosa septica localizada en Tijuana y en un colector 

internacional con descarga al mar, funciono en forma adecuada por varios 

afios. 
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COMISION INTERNACIONAL DE LIMITES Y AGUAS 

ENTRE MEXICO Y LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS 

(2) 

De 1950 a 1960, debido a1 crecimiento demogratico de ambas ciu-

dades, el sistema quedo sobrecargado. La Comision considero nuevamente 

el problema y los dos Gobiernos determinaron resolverlo por medio de 

medidas internas en cada pais. 

En 1962 comenzo a operar el sistema interno para la conduccion 

y descarga de las aguas negras de la ciudad de Tijuana, que consiste en 

un colector, dos plantas de bombas, dos tuberias de descarga a presion 

localizadas cerca de la linea divisoria internacional y un canal emisa

rio hacia el sur, parale1o a la costa de ~rico. 

Las plantas de bombas y las tuberias de descarga a presion de 

las instalaciones para la conduccion y descarga de las aguas negras de 

la ciudad de Tijuana tienen, como medidas de seguridad, el doble de la 

capacidad requerida y las bombas estan equipadas con motores de combus

tion interna; sin embargo, desde que se comenzaron a operar en 1962, 

las autoridades de los Estados Unidos han considerado conveniente con-

tar con medidas adicionales de seguridad para prevenir el escurrimiento 

de aguas negras por territorio de los Estados Unidos, que pudiera resul-

tar como consecuencia de un serio accidente a dichas instalaciones. 

Las autoridades de los Estados Unidos, esti.'Tlan que seria conve

niente la construccion de un albafial para conectar el colector de Tijua-

na al Sistema 11etropolitano de Alcantarillado de San Diego, a fin de 

desaguar al Sistema de San Diego las aguas negras de Tijuana en caso de 

emergencia. 

Se considero que en el Sistema Metropolitano de Alcantarillado 
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COMISION INTERNACIONAL DE LIMITES Y AGUAS 

ENTRE MEXICO Y LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS 

(3) 

I de San Diego queda disponible cierta capacidad excedente que podr1a 

aprovecharse para conducir las aguas negras de Tijuana y que una linea 

troncal de este sistema queda localizada a menos de 1.3 kilometres 

(0.8 millas) de la l!nea divisoria internacional frente al colector prin-

cipal de aguas negras de Tijuana. 

Las obras necesarias para conectar el alcantarillado de la ciu-

dad de Tijuana al Sistema Metropolitano de Alcantarillado de San Diego 

ser:f.an las siguientest en l18xico, un albai:ial de conexion de menos de 

0.16 kilometres (0.1 millas) de longitud desde un punto del colector 

principal aguas arriba de la Planta de Bombas Nilln. 1 a un punto en el 

lindero internacional; y en los Estados Unidos, la prolongacion de ese 

albai:ial en una distancia de 1.3 kilametros (0.8 millas) apro:ximadamente, 

desde el lindero internacional hasta el punto de conexion con el ramal 

de San Isidro del Sistema Metropolitano de Alcantarillado de San Diego. 

En la prolongacion del albai:ial se instalar:f.a un aparato de medicion. 

Creemos que cada pa:f.s deber:f.a ejecutar, a sus expensas, la cons-

truccion de las instalaciones que queden localizadas en su propio terri

torio y que, ademas, MSxico pague a los Estados Unidos, cada ai:io civil, 

por cada d:f.a complete en que se descarguen las aguas negras de Tijuana 

al Sistema Metropolitano de Alcantarillado de San Diego, la cantidad de 

Dls. 743.00 por los primeros cinco (5) d:f.as, y la cantidad de Dls. 520.00 

por cada d:f.a adicional; que el pago por la descarga de una parte de un 

d:f.a se determine basandose en las horas de uso registradas en los apara

tos de medicion que se instalen. 



. ' 
COMISION INTERNACIONAL D£ LIMITES Y AGUAS 

ENTRE MEXICO Y LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS 

(4) 

Por las consideraciones expuestas respetuosamente hacemos las 

siguientes 

Recomendacionest 

1.- Que el plan de construir un albafial que conecte el Sistema 

de Alcantarillado de la ciudad de Tijuana, Baja California, con el Sis-

tema Metropolitano de Alcantarillado de San Diego, California, sea adop

tado por la Comision como una medida adicional de seguridad que las au-

toridades de los Estados Unidos estiman deseable. 

2.- Que con la supervision de la Comision cada pais ejecute a 

sus expensas la construccion (disefio inclusive), la operacion y el man

tenimiento de las instalaciones de interconexion que queden localizadas 

en su propio territorio. 

3.- Que por conducto de la Comision, l1Bxico pague a los Estados 

Unidos, cada afio civil, la cantidad de Dls. 743.00 moneda de los Estados 

Unidos, por cada d:!a completo en que se descarguen las aguas negras de 

Tijuana al Sistema Metropolitano de Alcantarillado de San Diego, por los 

primeroa cinco (5) d:!aa, y la cant.idad de Dla. 520.00 moneda de loa Ea

tados Unidos, por cada d:!a completo adicional de ese afio civil; y que el 

pago por la descarga de una parte de un dia se determine bas~ose en 

las horas de uso registradas en los aparatos de medicion que se instalen. 

4.- Que la construccion de las obras propuestas se ejecute lo 

mas pronto posible. 

5.- Que una vez terminadas las obras de conerion de los siste

mas de alcantarillado de las dos ciudades, se disponga de dicha conexi.on 
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mientras haya eapacidad excedente en las instalaciones del Sistema Me-

tropolitano de Alcantarillado de San Diego, a fin de descargar las aguas 

negras de Tijuana a ese Sistema en caso de emergencia. 

Con todo respeto, 

Inge~e~ Principal 
~8€ccion Me.xicana. 

(u.C.!u~ 
W. E. Valker 

Ingeniero Principal 
Seccion de los Estados Unidos. 



(English text of Minute 222 dated November 30, 1965) 

INTERNATIONAL BOUND.\RY AND WATER CO~&ITSSION 
UNri'ED STATES AND MEXICO 

MINUTE NO. 222 

Ciudad Juarez, Chih., 
November 30, 1965. 

EMERGENCY CONNECTION OF THE S~wAGE SYSTEM OF 
Tim gTY OF TYJ&NAL.B~ALn·oRNIA fO'TiiE"M'ETR"OPoLITAN 

SEWAGE SYSTEM OF THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 

The Commission met in the offices of the Mexican Section at Ciudad 
Juarez, Chihuahua, at 10:00 a.m. on November 30, 1965, to consider an 
emergency connection of the Sewage System of the City of Tijuana, Baja 
California, to the Metropolitan Set1age System of the City of San Diego, 
California. 

The Commission reviewed the "Joint Report of the Principal Engineers 
Concerning the Advis-ability of Connecting the Se-..rage System of the City of 
Tijuana, Baja California to the Metropolitan Sewage System of San Diego, 
California, as an Additional Measure of Safety", submitted by Principal 
Engineers W. E. Walker and Norberto Sanchez G. on November 29, 1965. The 
texts in English and Spanish of this Joint Report are attached to the 
present Minute and form a part thereof. 

The Commission agreed that said report is in accord with the provi
sions of the 1944 Water Tre~ty, and that it is in agreement with the 
Commission's negotiations concerning this matter. Accordingly, each 
Commissioner expressed his complete approval of the Report cited. 

The Commission then adopted the following resolution: 

The Commission hereby approves the 11Joint Report of 
the Principal Engineers Concerning the Advisability of 
Connecting the Sewage System of the City of Tijuana, Baja 
California to the Metropolitan Sewage System of San Diego, 
California, as an Additional Measure of Safey", dated 
November 29, 1965, and recommends that the two Governments 
approve the recommendations of that Report for the construe• 
tion, operation and maintenance of the emergency connection 
of the Tijuana Sewage System. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

(signed) J. F. Friedkin (signed) D. Herrera J. 
Commissioner of the United States Commissioner of Melcico 

(signed) Louis F. Blanchard (signed) Fernando Rivas S. 
Secretary of the United States Sect. Secretary of the Mexican Sect. 



INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMHISSION 
United States and Mexico 

El Paso, Te~~as 
November 29, 1965 

JOINT REPORT OF TH~ PRINCIPAL ENGINEERS CONCERNING THE 
~ISABILITY OF CO~~~TING THE §£1iAGE SYSTEM OF THE CITY OF 

TLJUANA, BAJA CALIFORNIA. TO Tilll.J1?!1'ROPOLITAN SEWAGE SYSTEl1 OF 
SAJ"l DIEG02 CALIFORNIA, AS AN ADDITIONAL MEASURE OF SAFETY 

To the Honorable Commissioners, 

Sirs: 

Internatio:lal Boundary and \-later Commission, 
United States and Mexico, 

El Paso, Texas, and Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua. 

In accordance with your instructions we respectfully submit for 

your consideration the following report concerning the advisability of 

constructing a sewer line to connect the main collector of the sewage 

system of the city of Tijuana, Baja California, with the San Ysidro 

Branch of the San Diego, California Metropolitan Sewage System, as an 

additional measure of safety, to be used in event of serious accident 

to the Tijuana Sewage System, in order to protect United States lands 

against surface flows of Tijuana sewage. 

In 1938 the Governments of the United States and Mexico completed 

the construction of an international project for the conveyance and dis-

ch~rge to the Pacific Ocean of the se'>'l1age of the border cities of Tijuana, 

Baja California, and San Ysidro, California; the project, which consisted 

of a septic tank located in Tijuana and an international collector dis-

charging to the ocean. functioned adequately for several years. 

Between 1950 and 1960, due to the increase in population of both 

cities, the system became overloaded. The Commission again considered 

the problem and the two Governments decided to resolve it by means of 

internal measures in each country. 
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The domestic system for the conveyance and Gischarge of the sewage of 

the city of Tijuana, Baja California, commenced operating in 1962, consist~ 

ing of collector lines, two pumping plants 1 two pressure discharge lines 

located near the international boundary and an outfall channel to the souti·. 

parallel to the Mexican coast. 

The pumping plants and pressure discharge lines of the facilities for 

the conveyance and discharge of sewage of the city of Tijuana have, as 

safety measures, double the required capacity and the pumps are equipped 

with internal combustion motors. However, since they began operating in 

1962, the authorities of the United State~ have considered it advisable to 

have additional safety measures in order to prevent the flow of sewage in 

United States territory which might occur as a consequence of serious acci~ 

dent to such facilities. 

The authorities of the United States believe that it would be advis• 

able to have constructed a sewage line to connect the Tijuana collector to 

the San Diego Hetropolitan se~·rage System, in order to drain Tijuana sewage 

into the San Diego system in case of emergency. 

There was considered the circumstance that certain eltcess capacity 

remains available in the San Diego Metropolitan Sewage System t~Thich could 

be utilized to convey Tijuana sewage and that a trunk line of this system 

is situated less than 0.8 mile (1.3 kilometers) from the international 

boundary opposite the Tijuana main sewage collector. 

The works needed to connect the Tijuana Sewage System to the San Diego 

Metropolitan Sewage System \-vould be the following: In Mexico, a connecting 

se~v-er line less than 0.1 mile (0.16 kilometer) long from a point of the 

main collector above Pumping Plant No. 1 to a point on the international 
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boundary; and in the United States the e~tension of that sewer line for 

a distance of approximately 0.8 mile (1.3 kilometers), from the interna• 

tional boundary to the point of connection with the San Ysidro branch of 

the San Diego Metropolitan Sewage System. A measuring device would be 

installed in the sewer line extension. 

We believe that each country, at its expense, should carry out the 

construction of the facilities to be situated in its own territory and 

that, in addition, Mexico should pay to the United States every calendar 

year the sum of $743.0~U. s. Cy., for each of the first five days, and 

the sum of $520.00, u.s. Cy., for each ad1itional day on which Tijuana 

sewage is discharged into the San Diego Metropolitan Sewage System; that 

payment for the discharge of a partial day be determined on the basis of 

the hours of use recorded in the measuring devices to be installed. 

Because of the foregoing considerations, we respectfully make the 

following recommendations: 

1. That the proposal to construct a sewage line to connect the 

sewage system of the city of Tijuana, Baja California, with the San Diego, 

California Metropolitan Sewage Systembe adopted by the Commission as an 

additional measure of safety which authorities in the United States con• 

eider desirable. 

2. That under supervision of the Commission, eacl1 country at its own 

expense execute the construction, including design, the operation and the 

maintenance of the interconnection facilities to be located in its own 

territory. 

3. That every calendar year Mexico pay to the United States, through 

the Commission, the sum of $743.00,U. s. Currency, for each full day durin£ 
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the first five (5) days on which Tijuana set11age is discharged to the Metro· 

politan Sewage System of San Diego, ancl $520.00, u. s. Currency, for ·each 

additional full day in that calendar year; and that the payment for the 

discharge for a part of a day be determined on the basis of the hours of 

use recorded on the measuring devices to be installed. 

4. That construction of the proposed works be carried out as soon 

as possible. 

5. That upon completion of the connection of the two cities' sewage 

systems, such connection be available for as long as there is excess capa~ 

city in the facilities of the San Diego Metropolitan Sewage System in 

order to discharge Tijuana sewage into that System in case of emergency. 

By the United States: 

(signed) W. E. Wall\.er 
W. E. Walker 

Principal Engineer 

Respectfully submitted, 

By Mexico: 

, (signed) N. Sanchez 
Norberto Sanchez G. 
Principal Engineer 




