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INTERNATIONAL BOU1~ARY &~ WATER COMMISSION 
UNITED S'!'A'I'ES AND MEXICO 

MIIJUTE NO .. 210 

Ciudad Juare~s Chihual:ma 
January 12, 1961 

RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING CONSTRUCTION OF ~~ISTAD D~ 

The Commission met at the offices of the Mexican Section in Ciudad 
Juare~, Chihuahua, on January 12, 1961, at 10;00 aolll{) to consider matters 
pertaining to const~l~tion of flmistad (formerly Diablc) Dam~ the saoo~d 
majo~ intezrclational sto:;;-age dam on the Rio Grande p:·ovided for by Ar·ticle 
5 of the Wa-ter Tl"eaty or 1944, he:;:-einafter referred to as 1ithe Treaty11 c 

WH:-h referonoa to the Joi:1t Declaration of the Pr~sidents of the 
Uni t ed ·s·: .. at.~e. d' fii!leJ~:~ca a;1<i of the United ~; eric; an Stac.es .~ C:tudad AcuTia, 
October 24$ 1960.1' in which agree:ne:-1'1:. wa~ expressed tha.t the two C-o7ern
ments would proceed with the conutruc'!:.ion of Amistad Dam as soon a.a 
possible after appro7al of ths tud~rri.cal rec;ommandatio?.l~ that \'Tere to be 
made fer that pu:.:-pose by the GommissJ.cn, the Corn:nissioncrs confirmed that 
economic stndioa had been made and the :i.nt.ereoted agencies of their r e
epective countries had been consulted a.,"1d that ·~hey were in a p"sition to 
make those technical recommendations~ They acco~dingly agreed thGC the 
p4~oject should be conntructed ~bstantially as described in Minute No. 
207 adopted by the Commission June 19J 1958, and subsequently approved by 
both Govermnents. The Commission reYiewed and approved the 11 Joint Report 
of the Principal Engineers on Remaining Detenninations Preparatory to 
Construction of Amistad Dam" sul:mitted by Principal Engineers Joseph F. 
Frie&cin and Joaquin Co Bustamante under date of November 24, 1960. The 
English and Spanish texts of this report are attached hereto and for.m 
part hereof o 

The Cormnission then adopted the .follmving resolution: 

111. It is recommended that the two Governments approve construction 
of Amistad Dam in accordance with the plans described in the 
'Joint Report of the Principal Engineers on Site, Capacities and 
'IYPe of Da.-n for the Second ~ilajor International Storage Dam on the 
Rio Grande' dated June 16,l 1958, accompanying and fonning part of 
Hinute Noo 207 adopted by the Commission June 19, 1958, subject to 
such modifications as may be found by the Commission to be nec
eesar,y for sound and expeditious construction or for proper func
tioning of the structureo 

"2• The 'Joint Report of the Principal Engineers on Remaining Deter
minations Preparatory to Construction of Amistad Dam' dated Nov
ember 24, 1960, hereinafter referred to as 'the Joint Report', 
is hereby approved~ specific approval being given to the following 
findings and recommendations containad therein: 

{a) That the two Governments approve construction of an inter

national plant 



-2-

nation~ plant for generating l.ydroelectr1c f-nci-v at ''Amistad 
Dam, as recommended in parrgraph 6 of the Joint Renort, consisting 
or two u.lits 1 one for ~ach col.mti.Y within ·its own territory and 
with ult.imate maXimum capacity of 80,000 I:W at minimum head$ that 
each cotmtry be oennittsd to constru.ct it3 own unit at the time or 
times and in such stages as it may deem appropriate, with the 
understancUng that the otheor country is not obl:l.gated to undertake 
the construction of its unit at any specified time; that regardless 
of the time or times when either country may undertake the constru~
tion of its unit, there be installed in the dam, during the con
struction thereof, the intakes and penstocks required for the t \·ro 
units, as recommended in paragraph 5 of the Joint Report; that the 
design, construction, operation and maintenance of each unit be 
subject to the supervision and control of the Commission; that the 
division of costs of construction, operation and maintenance of 
t.he plant v!ith its intakes and penstocks, provided for in Article 
7 of the Treaty, be effected by allocating to each Section the 
performance of design, construction, operation and maintenance of 
its unit; that each count:t"'J generate in i"t.s own unit for its use 
and benefit up to one- h?lf of the potential energy, ~d that the 
Commission may temporarily authorize either of the two countries 
to generate for ~tsuse ana 5enefft- such part of the pot"ent1:a.l 
energy belong5~g to the other country as the l atter cannot gen
erate in its own unit, 'Vrl th the un_deretancing that such authori
zation and use shall not est3blish any ri~1t to cont~nue -such 
gene~ation and use. 

(b) That in accordance with Article 5 of the Treaty the proration 
of costs of construction of the da..11 be 56o2 per cent to the United 
States and 41o8 per cent to Mexico, as stated i n paragraph 11 of 
the Joint Reporto 

(c) That, as ~rovided in ~Jiinute Noe 190 dated August 13, 1948, 
and referred to in paragraph 10 of the Joint Report , joint con
struction of the dam be accomnlished and proration of costs of 
construction betHeen the two Gove:mments be effected by allocating 
items of construction work to the two Sections on the basis of 
estimated construction costs and in the above stated proportions, 
the items of v10rk to be performed by the Section to which they are 
allocated or by such public or pri vate agencies of its respective 
country as may be designated by that Section, under the joint 
supervision of the two Sectionso 

(d) That remaining it~s of work preparatory to actual construc
tion be included in the allocation of construction work items as 
recommended in paragra~h 11 of the Joint Report and be allocated 
to the two Sections for performance as recommended in paragraph 
12 of that Report, and that said items preparatory to actual 
construction be performed by the respective Sections as expedi
tiously a~ possible, under the supervision and control of the 
ConnnissiOllo 

(e) That, as recommended in paragraph 15 of the Joint Report , 

each section 



each Section proceed as expeditiously as practicable to pertonn 
the necessary general items of work within the territory of its 
country and at the expense of its Government in connea·t.ion with 
construc·~ion .of the dam1 including the aoquisition of necessary 
rights-of'•cowa.y; relocation of highwqs, railroads and utilities, 
and building of access roads and construction camps. 

(f) That spring inflows to the reservoir be calculated and ac
C~lnted tor in the manner recommended in paragraph 7 of the Joint 
Report~ 

(g) That surface runoff tram the Devils and Pecos Rivers be meas
ured and estimated in the manner recommended in paragraph 8 ot the 
Joint Report. 

"3 o Inasmuch as the Treaty requires the specific approval of the two 
Governments of construction of plants for the generation of 
hydroelectric energy at major international storage dams on the 
Rio Grande, it is understood and agreed that under the exception 
provided in Article 25 of the Treaty, neither Government is re-

. quired to conmnmica.te to the Commission within the thirty-d.V 
period referred to in that article, its approval or disapproval 
of the construction recommended in paragraph 2(a) of this reso
lutiml, of a plant for generating nydroeleotric energy at Amistad 
Dam·•" · 

-The meeting then adjourned. 

!!!.seed) L., H~ Hewitt 
Commissioner of the United States 

, .(signed) George Ho vJinters 
Secretar.y of tbe United States Section 

{sigged} D. Herrera J. 
Commissioner otMexi~o 

~sitm:ed) Fernando Rivas S., 
Secretar,r of the Mexican Section 


