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IHTERNATICI~£ BGUNDAiiY .nND ·.J-.'Y£h C0L~iiSSI0?0 
UNITED STATES 1-Jm LEXICXJ 

El Paso , Texas , 
December 15, 1953 . 

i..~inute No . 199 

ESTABLISH.~ENT OF JURISDICTIONJ->1 LINE I N FALCON RESERVOIR 

The Co~~ission met at the offices of the United States 8ection 
in El Paso , Texas , on Decer.1ber 15 , 1953, at 10 :00 a .m., for further 
consideration of the Hatter of the jurisdictional line to be established 
in Falcon Reservoir, pursuant to .~->rticle 21 of the \iater Treaty, as 
follows : 

11The construction of the i nternat i onal dams and the 
formation of artificial lakes shall produce no change in the 
fluvial international boundary, which shall continue to be 
governed by existing treaties and conventions in force between 
t he two countries . 

"The Commission shall , with the approval of the two 
Governments , establish i n the artificial lakes, by tuoy3 or 
by other suitabl~ mar kers , a practicable and convenient line 
to provide for t he exercise of t.he jurisdiction and contr ol 
vested by this Treaty i n the Commission and its respective 
Secti ons . Such l i ne shall also mark the b::>Undary for the 
application of the customs and pol ice retrJ.lations of each 
country." 

The Commissi on reviewed the action heretofore taken, as fellows : 
Following careful c.cnsideration of t he matter by the two Secti ons of 
the Commission and surve/ s of the boundary in the channel of the river, 
agr eements were r eached, subject to the approval of the two Gov., rnments, 
as t o the principles governing the location of t he jurisdic.ti ona1 line 
in Falcon Reservoir, and as to the methods of establishing that l ine . 
These preliminary agreements , informally approved by the Department of 
State of the United States and the Li nistry of For eign RAlat.i?ns c:f 
:.iexico , wer e incorporated in a 1TJ: .. e.morandum of the Prineipal .lDngineers 
Regarding Lonumentat ion :::>f a Jurisdicti-:mal Line Hi thi n Falcon Re~ervoir • 11 
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Copies of th"' English and Spanish te~ts of this r .. emorandum are 
attached as Exhibits ...... and B, respectively , and .fom part of this 
Linute . 

By exchange of latters dated .r.ug~st 3 and 6, 1q53, Lhe Go~mission 
adopted the Lerr.orand-...ur. of the Pri:1cipal ~r.gir.eers , subje,;t .. o th~ approv<iJ.. 
of the two Gover:llllents , and ag:-eed to _i:'roceed prorr.ptly and befor q the 
beginning of 3torage in Falcon Reser voir, with the constru~t.il"\n o: C0n­
crete monuments to n~rk t he major portion of the jurisdictionai ~ine . 
These mom.mtt'r.ts have been completed, except for the placing o.f m'-'tal 
platforms and marine lanterns • 

.r.fter r~view of the for egoing developments, the Co1nmission agreed 
that , now that ther e is a cor..side r able quantity 0f. wat ~'>r stored in 
Falcon Reservoir cr eating a l ake averaging 1.25 miles (2 ,0 kilometers ) 
wide , action ·should be taken f or t he d~finitive establishf!tent and r'?cog~ 
ni tion by the two Governments of t he j urisdi cti onal line as P ':)Vided by 
the :iater Treaty . The Commiss i on, therefor e , adopt.ed the foll:)wine 
resolution: 

11The Comrr.i ssion rsspect:'~lj· rec0~~.rr.ends that establj ::hn:ent. 
of the l ine as r ecomrr.ended in the 'Lemorandum of the Frind~al 
Engineer s Regarding 1.onusr,enta':-bn of a Jurisdictional Line ·.1ithi.:1 
Falcor: ResP.r7oir, ' dated Jt.:.ly 15, 1953 , b~ aprroved by the t wo 
Goverr.mer..ts , for the exercise of the jurisdi ction and cont rol 
vested by the ',iater Tr eaty in the Commissi on and its resp<~ctive 
Sections , and to rrark the boundary for the application of the 
custcms and police r egulations of each country, pursuant t.o 
J-\rticle 21 of that Treaty . 11 

The meetine, then adjourned. 

(sgd) L. L . Lawson 
CorMli s s i on ~r -o"""f:--:-t"""h-e-...,U_n..,..~...,..t-e"'"'d.......,.8,....t-a...,.t-e-s 

(sgd) I' . Herrer a J . 

Commissioner of Lexico 

(sgd) Ge'Jrge H. ·,iinters 

Secretary o: the 0r~ted Stat~s ~ection 

(sgd) Fernando nhras ,1 . 

Secretary o.f the Lexican Section 


