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J:INUTE lJO, 189 

IN'l'ZRN!~TIONAL BOUJlD!>!'tY AND l'!JI.TER CO:.J:ISSIOH 
UifiT.ED ST:•'l'ES Aim ::EXICO 

El Paso, Texas 
Hay 12, 1948 

DETBH!.J:t·!i..TIONS f,S TO SI TE l'J-JD DESIGl! FFo'l'l'URES OF 
THE :::Af' DIVERSIO!i STRUC'.i'UilE TO BE CONSTRUCTED BY 
~..90 -61r TI-IE ·corpF.;'J~) · R:iVJ.;"R :.im r.::_cP..K1qThTcitss1T.\ TEJ:l. 
THEREBY FOR P::JO'l'~CTIOi f OF UI'!IV!l ST .. 1'ZS Ll>NDS, PUR
SU.\NT TO 'fEE l-1iOVYSICi'!S OF .\R'l'ICLE ,12(a ) OF THE 
:&J'ER TnK·:n c .. oNC}J.!P~:I> F'EBf.U.'.RY 5, 1944. 

The Commission met at the offices of the United States Section at 
El Paso, Texas, on :£...y 12, 1948, at 10 :00 a, r:1. , to for :nulate decisions 
pursuant to the provisions of articJ,e 12(a) of the ·::ater Trcat~r of 
February 3, 1944, nnd subject to the approval of the t•·:o Governments, 
''lith respect to location and design features of the r.Jain diversion struc
ture to be built by : ZeY.ico on tho Colorado lli.ver, and \'lith r espect to the 
works necessary to protect lands •dthin tho United States aeainst damego 
from such floods and see:)age as might result fror.t tho construction, opera
tion and rne.intenance of this diversion structure, which works arc to be 
constructed, operated and maintained at the ox;:>enso of : ·;(.;.."<ico , 

The developnent of the necessary data upon which to base these de
cisioas may be s~rized as follo,·;s : 

For several years prior to the negotiation of the WC.·ter Treaty the 
Hexico.n Section of tho Cor.tr.d.ssion in collaboration with other interested 
agencies of the : !cxic~n Governucnt, had carried on pre1imine.ry studios 
nnd invostigv.tions with respect to fecsib1e sitos for n diversion struc
ture on the Colorndo River bclon the northorru:1ost intcrnationo.l land 
boundary for utilization in l.;cxico of the Wt';ters of this stroau. The 
United ~'tates Section in colhborv.tion y;ith other interested .agencies of 
the United Stutes hnd cnrricd on prelin'ino.ry studies o.nd invostigc.tions 
of th.:! probo.b1e l.!ffccts upon lends nithin the United Sto.tes of a diversion 
structure o.t altcrnctivc sitos in this r oach of the river , Theso prelir.tin
ary studies nnd invcstigo.tions by both .Sections were carefully revieY<ed 
by n joint engineering conference held in ::exico City in l:O.rch, 1946, c.nd 
c.dditiono.l studies and :L·westigc tions wore recor.ucnded by thnt conference . 

Subsequently, joint engineering conferences wore held in El Paso, Te:xns 
and Ciudnd ,Ju5.rcz, Chihuahua, in Jo.nun.ry, 1947, i.'1 Sen Diego, Cnliforni~, 
in lin.y, 1947, in Yur.JC, 1\rizono., in Februo.ry, 1948, nnd in El Po.sc , Tcxns 
c.nd Ci udnd Juarez, Chihuo.hun, in :;.arch, 1948, to roviov1 the ndditioMl 
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studies nnd investigcti ons carried on by the tv10 Swctions of the Cou
ni.ssion. L1 addition to the Corcissioners o.nd Engineers of the tvto 
Sections of the Cor.u:rl.ssion, the follo~ling h.:.ve p~rticipo.ted in joint 
conferences D.nd/or h.:.vc otherwise collaborc.tcc'. with tho Co;:u:lission: 

For the United Sk .. tos Section: l'follcor R. Young, C:·.ief &.::_i.necr, 
E. :,. :.:Oritz, Director, Region III, J . K. Rohrer, D~.strict : Innar.;cr, 
Lmwr Co~ .oro.do D• .. strict, nnd nenbers of their stc.ffs, of the Burco.u of 
Recln..~1ntion; nnd Tcchnicnl ,',dviscrs J . L. Burkholder and Dom.ld C. Scott . 

For the : :c.xicnn 3cction: Antonio Corio., ,\:;sisto.nt Chief of Technico.l 
Consultants, :.urclio Bcnnssini, :·.ssisto.nt Chief of Irrigo.tion, Oscc.r Vcgn 
:.rgllcllcs, Di rector of Jtudies c.nd PlD.ns, rnd Eligio Esquivel i:., ::nno.gcr 
of the ::cxico.li Vc.lley Irrigc.tion District, of the : :inistry of H,;rdrnulic 
Resour ces . 

On the basis of the scvcrc.l pertinent studies nnd invostig.:-.tions 
and the findings ~nd rcconi:lcnd.o.tions of the joint cnginocrL'1g conferences, 
the Principc.l Engineers preJX.rcd r.nd sub!Jitt0d to the Cor.v.rl.ssion, under 
d<\tc of i~; 7; 10, 1948, their "Joint Report on the Location and Design for 
the : ~c.in Diversi on S!:.ructur c for ;:oxico on tho Colorado River c.nd '.Torks 
necessitated thereby for tho Protection of United Str.tos L:nds" , the 
English c.nd Spanish texts of \·:!1ich arc attached hereto as E::hibits Nos . 1 
and 1-;~ and forD part hereof. :.J.so attached hereto and fcrning part 
hereof arc: E~::hibit No . 2, r.w.p entitled "C'.olorndo nivcr - L:1peri~l De.n to 
San Luis - Showint; Locc:tion of :.::0r0los Diversion Structure"; and fu".hibits 
Nos . 5 and 4, pla.ns entitled ":.::ein Diversion Structure - Colorado River " , 
sheets 1 and 2, prcpttrccl by tho ::inistry of H~'C:raul.ic n.::sourccs of :::xico 
and referred to in the Joint Report of the Princi:m.l Engineers. 

Tho Co::nission c<>.refully rcvicvrcd the pertinent data. o.nd adopted tho 
following resolution: 

"Pursuant to tho provisions of r.rticlo 12(a) of tile Water Treaty 
concluded Fcbruar;: 3, 1944, the Cor.lJ:lission hereby mkes tho follow-

. ing dotcrr.unations, subject to tho approvnl of tho two Govcrnn.mts : 

"1. The 'Joint I-l.cport on tho Locction ~nd Design for tho Diversion 
Structure for ::cxico on tho Colorado P..ivor <J.nd ~·orks necessitated 
thereby for tho Protection of Unit~d St~tes Lands ', subnittcd by 
tho Princi~l Engineers under dntv of :.:ny 10, 1948, is hereby 
approved in i ts entirety. 

112 . Hoxico having found th<J.t tho preponderance of ndvnntngcs is 
offered b~· tho ,'.lgodoncs site for tho rlC.in diversion structure 
which it is to build on tho Loner Col orado River pursuant to 
tho provisions of article 12(a) of tho Hater Trenty, tho loca
tion of said structur e at that site is hereby npproved '1ith 
the understanding thc.t the neocssc.ry r10rks for thv protection 
of l<:mds l'.' ithin the United Str.·.tos fror.1 tho effects of the 
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!Jroposcd structur e c.t sr:.it site \'lill be c onstructed, opvrc.tod 
rnd r.~intdned nt tho GX:l~nse of . :cx:i.co pursuc.!'lt to t.hc pro
visions of c.rticl0 12(c.) of t:1e r;,,ter Trcnty ond th!'.t finnl 
plc.ns for such wor::s l'lill be developed in nccordo.ncc ·.:ith tho 
ngreer~nt set forth in pc.rc.bro.ph 4 hereof . 

113. Constructic.:1 of tl!c sdd r.~oin divvrsion structure in subst::.ntiol 
llCCOrCtCJlCC :·:i th the plans prcpr>.rcd by :..:cxicO, enti tlcd I: tlin 
Diversion ~tructurc- Colorc.do Riv~r 1 , sheets 1 ~L 2, rnd nun
bored 3005- C-2939 tnd 3005-C- 2940, is hereby ~pprovcd. It is 
undcrstoorl. nncl ngrocd thc.t c.pprr,vnl of sc.id pl~ns shc.ll not be 
construed c.s i::lj!ly-lng my undcrtc.king by t he Unitud !:itc.tos to 
deliver wdcrs of thu Colorc.t~o River t o ::exico in grct'.tcr qunn
titios or n.t gr·:J.:-.tor rates t han those stipulc.tcd in c.rticlcs 10, 
11 c.nd 15 of the ·.ic.tor Trec.ty. 

114 . Tho nc.turo end extent of the levees, interior dro.innge fccili
tics c-.nd other wor!cs, or i r.1pr ovcnonts to existing \"lorks nccessnry 
to protect londs 1·:ithin tho United Stc.tcs c.gninst dru:ngo fron 
such f loods ond scepngo as J:li.6ht r esult froiJ the construction, 
operc.t.ion r.nd roint-..nc.nce of the no.i11· diversion structure to be 
built by !:cxico on the Colcrc.,~o Rivar, sho.ll be dotoroincd by 
the Cor>."!issicn c.t the cc.rlivst pos:· iblc de. to c.nd in c.ccorckncc 
with t he criteric r ocor:Dcndcd by tho Principal Engineers in t heir 
1 Joint Rcpcrt on ti!c Locc.tion r.nd Design for tho :~in Diversion 
Structure for ::exico on tho Colcrcdo l'l.ivor nnd Hor!(s nccossit~.ted 
thereby for the Prot l)ction of Unit~.;d Sk.t os L:mds 1 • Tho Cocr.ds
sion 1 s detorJ::im:tions in those r copects shall provide, <lDOng 
other thjngs, (o.) for th.: construction , nt the expense of :.:c..xi.co 
o.nd siuultcnecusly \"lith thv c onstruction of the rw.in diversion 
structure in so fl:!r c.s r.~y be cngineeringly i'cc.sibl c, of the ' 
worl:s r equi r <.d in order to prot ect lc.nds r:ithin tho United 
Stc.tcs o.gcinst such flood s ns night result frou tho construction, 
operation :mC.: r.;cint..Jlrnce of the diversion structure, nnd (b) 
for the. ccnstruction, also c.t the expense cf ::cxico and c.t such 
tiuo c s need t herefor ~~· dovclcp ns dctcrr.lin'"d by tho Cor:oission, 
of sucb intoriC'r dro.inngc f v.cili tios o.s ::n~r be r equired to pro
tect United 6~tes lc.nds .!'t;ninst s oepc.go r esultinG frco the con
struction, opcro.tion cr1d Lmint cnc.nce of sc.id diversion structure . 

The rJOcting then cdjourncd. 

sf L ;: Lawson 
Cor:u:U.ssionor ci the United St!'tcs 

s/ D. Herrcrn J. 
Co:Jrlis-ioncr cf ::cxico 

s/ Gcorne H. '"linters 
Secrctcr"J of · tho Unit..:J Stdc s Section 


