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:rnTERNATION.AL BOUNDARY AND \'lA.T.m COJ.I&ISSION 
UNITED STATFS AND MEXICO 

Ciudad JUArez, Chih. 
March 12, 1948 

---·-----
AGREEMENT REr.A.TIVE TO THE EMERGENCY lEE OF THE 
.ALL-AijER!CAN CANAL FOR 'WE DEL IVERY OF WATER FOR 
U:3.oi; IN ~ICO DURING THE 1948 lRRIGATION SEASON. 

T:w C<.>l!T'ilissj.on cot a-t; tho C!lffices of the Mexican Section at Ciudad 
Ju~-ez, Cji.hu~hua, H6xico , at 10:00 a . m. , Uarch 12, 1948, pursuant to 
::.r .. s~;.,..,.lctions of t.hoir respect! ve Governments to negotiate an agreement, 
sub1oct to tho approval of the two Governments, for use of the All­
American Canal for the delivery of water through tho Pilot Knob was t eway 
for usc in Mexico during the 1948 irrigation season . 

Roqwst for such uso of tho All-American Canal had been communicated 
by the Charge d'Affaires ad interim of Mexico to tho Department of State 
in note No . 8380 dated December 20, 194? . It was stated therein that 
channel conditions of tho Colorado River ncar tho Rockwood Heading of 
the Alamo C~al prevent tho diversion to that canal of sufficient water 
to supply irrigation demands of tho Moxicali Valley, that said conditions 
could bo r emedied by tho construction by Mexico of tho temporary diversion 
dam authorized by article 2? of thu treaty of February 3, 1944, but that 
tho conclusion had boon roached from studios made by tho Mexican Govern­
mont that tho construction of such a temporary diversion dam would bo 
inadvisable from tho standpoint of both countries . Tho Mexican Govor~nt 
ther efore requested that arrangements be made whereby water for usc in 
Mexico would continue tc bo received through tho All-American Canal in 
tho same mannor as during the yoars 1944, 1945, 1946 and 194?. It was 
further proposed that such arrsngomonts be set forth in a Minute o! tho 
International Boundary and Wato~ Comm~ssi~n . 

In a note dated March 11, 1948, tho Secretary of ·state had informed 
the .Ambassador of Mexico at Washington that under certain condi tiona 
necessitated by legal requirements the Government of the United States 
would be glad again to cooperate with Mexico in the further use of the 
All-~·orican Canal tor delivery of water for use in Mexico during the 
1948 irrigation season, and had concurred in the suggestion contained in 
the aforementioned note of the Charg~ d 'Atfaires of Mexico that arrange­
ments for use of the All-American Canal be agreed upon by the Commissioners 
of the International Boundary and Water Commission and set forth in a 
Minute of the Commission . 

The Commission reviewed the aforementioned exchange of notes and the 
special agreements previously concluded by the two Governments tor use o! 
the All-.ALlerican Canal for the delivery of water for use in Mexico during 
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the years 1944, 1945, 1946 and 1947. The United States Oolllllissioner 
stated and explained the conditions which the interested agencies of the 
Government of the United States have determined would necessarily govern 
such use of the All-American Canal during 1948 and which are set forth 
below in the resolution adopted by the Commission . 

Tue Cur~ssion thereupon adopted the following resolution: 

"Subject to the approval of the two Governments , the Connission 
agree that the use of the All-American Canal for the delivery of water 
for use in l&exico during 1948 shall be governed by the following provi­
sions ~d conditions: 

.. 

(l) It is agreed that the usa of the All-American Canal by the 
Bureau of Reclamation of the Department of the Interior of the 
United States to deliver water through the Pilot Knob wasteway 
for irrigation in the l&exicali Valley is an emergency use, tem­
porary in nature and limited to the year 1948, and is contingent ~ 
upon the availability of appropriations by the Congress of the 
Unit ed s t ates for operation and maintenance of the necessary 
f acilities by said Bureau. 

( 2} S~ch use of the All-.Al.;erican Canal or of other works under the 
jurisdiction of the United St ates shall not be considered as 
establishing a precedent therefor, or in any way affecting or 
modifying the express terms and conditions of the treaty of 
February 3, 1944, end particularly of article 27 thereof , and 
such deliveries will therefor e be considered as having been 
made by the United States as a matter of comity between nations 
and not i n recognition or any present duty on the part of the 
United States to make deliveries of water to Mexico by means 
of the All-American Canal or or other works constructed, oper­
ated or m.aintained by the United States . 

(3) It is understood that the United States shall utilize the All­
Aloorican Canal t o make deliveries of water for use in l4exico 
onl y when and to such an extent as such deliveries do not inter­
fere w1 th the use of said canal for any and all other beneficial 
purposes in the United St ates as may be required by law thereof 
or by contract now or hereafter in existence, as determined 
by the United States . 

(4 } Such use of the All-Aloorican Canal shall not require the release 
of water stored by Hoover Dam or other conservation works on 
the Colorado River constructed, operated or maintained by the 
United states, in excess of the releases required by the united 
States . 
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Mexico shall pay the United Stat es for its own account and for 
that or its water users, on the folloWing basis: first, a 
'capital charge •, being a fair and equitable payment for the 
use of the works involved; and second , an operat ion and mainte­
nance charge covering all costs of operation and maintenance 
properly allocable to the delivery of water for use in Muxico , 

(a) The •capital charge ' shall consist of a payment by 
Mexico based upon~ proration of tho annual amount neces­
sary to amortize tho construction costs of the works in­
volved over a period of 40 ~ears with interest at 3 percent 
annually , this p~ation to be based upon the proportionate 
part of the year in which said works are in part devoted 
to serve M~eo's needs and upon the proportion between 
the volume diverte~ for use in Mexico and the total volume 
diverted into the All-American Canal during that part o~ 
the year. The period during which the works are in part · 
devot ed to serve Mexico 's needs shall embrace tho entire 
period commencing with tho first day water is diverted 
i nto t he canal for use in Mexico and ending with the last 
day of such diversion during the calendar year 1948 , except 
any int ervals during which diversions for Mexico may be 
suspended by and at tho instance of the United States in 
accordance with tho torms of this agreement . The volume 
diverted for use in Mexico shall be that required to be 
diverted at Imperial Dam in ord~r to produce the actual 
deliveries at Pilot Knob, in order that tho charge to Mexi­
co shall incluie tho proportionate part of canal losses 
between Imperial Dom and Pilot Knob, 

(b) The operation and maintenance charge shall include the 
pro rata share chargeable to Moxico of tho actual normal 
operation and maintenance costs during tho calendar year 
1948 of the facilities i nvolved as determined by the ratio 
that the diversion of water at Imperial Dam for use i n 
Kexico bears to total diversions during the 6alcndar year . 
It ~hall also include any extr~ordinary expenses which may 
be incurred solely by reason of the delivery or water for 
use in Mexico . 

(6) Compensation shall bo made by ~co to the United States to the 
extent of any loss or damage that may result eithor from tho in­
creased carriage of water in the All- .1\mSrican Canal for use in 
Mexico, or from any delay , occasioned in order to increase the 
volumo of water carried for Mexican use, in undertaking neces­
sary rc-pe.ire to the canal and appurtenant works . 
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(?) It at tho request of Mexico the United States should agreo to 
deliveries of water through tho All-American Canal to such an 
extmt that the powor hoad at the Siphon Drop Powor Pl t:.nt 1s 
reduced , Mexico agroos to pay for the resulticg loss of power 
revenues , 

(8) The Mexican Sc.:ction of tho International Boundary and Water Cul;l­

mission shall cause to bo communicated to the United Status 
s~etion not later than Wednesday of each week tho anticipated 
requiromonts for tho following week beginning Monday and shall 
make every possible effort not to deviate from tho requirements 
thus indicated, Tho notice thus given through tho Mexican 
Section of the International Boundary and W~tor Commission to 
tho United States Section, shall be sufficient to bogin or to 
terminate deliveries ot wator through the All- Amorican Canal for 
uae in Mexico, during tho period this agreement is in offoct , 

(9) Tho United St~tes shall make ovory effort to make available at 
ImpElrial Dam the amounts required by Mexico with tho understand­
ing that curtailments may become necessary for tho reasons 
stated hereinabove, and that failure to make any dolivory as 
and when requested by Mexico shall not give rise to any claim 
for damages against tho United States, its officers or agents , 
and should any such failure occur, any claim for damages result­
ing therefrom shall bo wai vod, 

(l O) It is understood that tho United States doos not own or control, 
and that this agreement does not relate to, tho facilities in 
the United States bolowPilot Knob wasteway necessary to convey 
water to the international bowxlary line for usc in l&oxico . It 
is further understood, therefore. that this agreement is predi­
cated upon necessary arrangpments beir~ made by Muxico with the 
asoncy or agencies owning or controlling such facilities ," 

The meeting then adjourned , 

Commissioner or the United Stat~s 
/s/ L. M, Lawson 

Commissioner of Mexico 
/s/ D. Horrora I . 

/s/ Gaorge H. Winters /s/ Fernando Rivas S. 
Secretary of the Uuited St~tes Section Secretary of the MUxioan S~ction 


