
.~.-

TREATY SERIES, No. 241 

CONVENTION 
BETWEEN 

THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO 

WATER BOUNDARY 

EXTENDING THE DURATION OF THE 

CONVENTION OF MARCH I, 1889 

SIGt-:ED AT WASHINGTON. DECEMBER 2. 1898 

RATIFICATION ADVISED BY THE SENATE, DECEMBER 8. 1898 

RATIFIED BY TilE PRESIDENT. DE.CEMBER 12. 1898 

RATIFIED BY MEXICO, DECEMBER 15. 1898 

RATIFICATIONS EXCHANGED AT WASHINGTON. FEBRUARY 2. 1899 

PROCLAIMED, FEBRUARY 3. 1899 

. 

WASHINGTON 

GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 

1914 



Br THE PHESIOENT OF 'J'HJC liNlTEil STATES OF A~IEHICA, 

A l'lWCL,UIATlO~. 

Whereas, a Cuuvcntiuu udwecu tile United StateH of 
America and tile United States of Mexico extemling for 
a period of one year from IJ1:cembcr 2J, 1898, the dura
tion of the Convention bdween the twi• lJigh Coutractin;.; 
.l'art.ics of March 1, .1889, concerning the water boundary 
l.wtwc!'n the two countri(•s, was coneludc<l ami sigucd by 
tlll!il' re~pcdivc pi<:Itipotentiarics nl. tltc City of \l'asiling
ton 01.1 the 2" tl:ty of .Dccr:tulJcr ouc tilou~antl eight huH
dred and nitwty-eight., tlw nl"iginal of whieh Co11n:ntiun, 
ucing in the Euglish and Spaui~h ]aHguages, is word for 
word as follows: 

Whereas the United Slates of 
America. :1nd t.hc United States 
of ~le.\ico desin~ to give full ef· 
fed to t-he pro,·isions of t.hc 
Conn~ntion concludt\d and signed 
in wa,hinglon lllarch 1, 188~, to 
ftlcilitatc tlu~ execution of the 
prunswns coutaincd in the 
'J'rc;tt.y sign•Jd by. t.hc two High 
Cont.ract.Jng Parties on the J~th 
of XovcmlJCr, ISS·'!, and to :~void 
the diflicnlties\.nrising from t.he 
changes which arc taking place 
in th" beds of the llrovo dd 
Xort.l' and Colorado Hivcrs in 
tho~c p:trls which serve as a 
boJJII<I:tn· betwc£'1l tho two Hc
pnhlir~-;; .. 

.\nd \\·!wrens tho period fixed 
br ,\ rt.id" I X of the Couveu!.ion 
n.f .\l:lrc.:h J, ISS!), extf'.l\dP.d by 
the GnJ\'t~nt.ions of Oct..obcr 1, 
180;), Xm·cnJIJcr G. tsun and 
Octohrr :2~l. IB!H, cx.pircs on t.he 
241h of DPcctulx!t·, 1808; 

And whc1·cas the t.wo r lig-h 
Cont.rnct.ing Parties deem it. ex· 

(3) 

Dcseando los .Estados Unido~ 
de America\' los Estados Unidos 
i\feXJf;;JIIOS d:Jl' pJenO Clllllplil!li· 
cnln 1l 1:1.;; estipulacium•s clc ];J 

Conn:nciVn conclnida. v fir111ad:t 
ell \Va~hing"lon cl 1° de .. :\'Iarzo de 
IS.S~), par;~ fncilibr l:t cjecnciVn 
de h)s priJJc;ipios contl~JJidos en cl 
Tratado fir1nado (•.ntrc. l:~s dos 
Altas Pnrte-; 0Hdt:d:tnt.r:-:; el 12 
de Novil~mbrc de 188'1, y C\'ifar 
l:1s diJknlL:Jdc:..s ean~nd:1s por lo!-i 
c;:wthi('·" f!ll ln.:;; c~:lllccs de lo.;.; rios 
Bm \'O del \l't·tc _,. Colorado, en 
la~ p:nte~ que sin·cn dc: limite;\ 
l:1s dos BP-p(tblicns; 

Y dchicndo cxpirar el 24 ,k 
Dieicmhn' de lSDS cl plaza tijado 
~~~~ cl .\ rt.fculo I X de Ia Con\'t'll· 
eicln de 1° cl~ ?vl:trzo tlc ISSD. ant· 
pliado por laf' Cnn\·cncioncs de 
1 r• clc Oc.:t.nbrc d(~ 18!1:-1. G de No
''il~mhrf'. de 1 801! \' 20 de Od.nhrc 
do 18!17; · 

Y cnnc::idcr·:l ndo corl\'r'.n i<>.n t.t~ lns 



pe<licnt to extend the period 
fixed by A•·ticlc IX of the Con· 
veut.ion of .Mnrch 1, ISH9, and 
by tho sole Art.iclc of the V>n· 
,·cntion of October I, 18B:i, that 
of November G, !89G und that of 
Octouer 2~, lS'li, in order tl"•t. 
the [ltternalionoll J~oundary 
Couuui::;..o;;ion may be able to cor;
cludo the exarninat.ion and de
t:ision of the cases which ha vc 
been submitted to 1t, they have, 
for that. purpo~·~, appointed their 
rcspcct.ive Phmipot.cnti:u·ics, to 
wit: 

The President of the United 
States of A111cric!<t 1 .John Hay, 
Sccrctarv of Stato of the united 
States of A.nn~riea; and 

Tho l're,i<lent of the United 
States of ~fcxico, Jose F. Godoy. 
e-hargr. d'affaires ad interim of 
the United States of Mexico at. 
\Vn~hington j 

"'ho, nft~r h;n·ing coJnmuui
<"atcd to each other thei1· rcspcc· 
ti\'C full power~. found in good 
and due ftH'Itt, h;tve :1gTCCtl upou 
am.l concludr.d the following Ar
ticle: 

,\RTICLF.. 

The clnr;JIJOII of the Con\'CTl
tion of March 1, 188~, signed hy 
t-he United States of America 
and the. Unitd States of }[cxico. 
which'lnccordin,l! to t-he pro\'i~ 
sions of Article J X thereof, was 
to relllain in force for fi,-c years. 
<:ounting from the clntc of the ex~ 
ch:1ngc of its ,-atific:Jt.ions) which 
period was extended hy tiH'. Con
,-ention of October 1, 1895, to 
December 24, 18!JG, by the Con· 
\'Cntion of .:'\orcmber G. 189f,, to 
December 24. 1807, and by ·the 
Connmtion o£ Octobcl' 2n, HW7 
to December 2'1, 1898, is extended 
h_y t-ho prc,;;cnt Convention for 
the pcriorl of one yc.1r connting 
from thi' last dnte. 
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dos Alh1s Pilrt(~s Contnlllt.antcc; 
prorrogar cl plaza cstipulado en 
d articulo 1 X de Ia Convenci{,n 
de 1° de i\-f:1rzo dt: 188fl, y en cl 
:nticnlo tinico de Ia de to de Oc
tuhi'C de 18!);~,. de Ia clc (i de i\o
,-il'lltiJn'- dt~ 1fi~l('l \' d ... In de zn de 
Oc1ubn•. de lS!lj: (l fin de que Ia 
Colltlstt'm lntt~rtw<;iou:d de Li
lltih'" pttcd:J cow:l11ir el t~x:inH!ll 
y decision cle lo~ <.:;tsos que sc lc 
han sometido, lwn notnLrado co11 
<'S('. ohjeto sus n~spcctivos Pleni
polcuciarios, 1i. saber: 

El Prcsidcnto de los Estado' 
tJnidoc.; de Anu~rica :i. .John I-T:l)', 
Secreta rio de E!'t:tdo de los E'ta· 
(los Uni(Jos de Allli•rica; y 

El l'rcsident.e de los Estarlos 
Unidos f\fcxicano~ 1l ,JosC F. Go
doy: Enc;lrg;Hio de ~l~g-oc1os ad 
intr.rim de Joe; E~t-ados Uniclos 
Mc:...:ic;IIW~ en \Va~hin~ton; 

Quienes. dcptH~s <1-c ha.ber-sc 
c·oiJIHilirado StJS l'l'~pcctivo~ pie
nos po<leres~ cncontrii.ndolo~ en 
hnena ." dcUicla forma, y pncstos 
dn acncrclo entre si. han con\'e
nido r.n el articulo sigui('nte: 

An1'ic;t_1J.O 1::-nco. 

La dul'aci(m de Ia Convcnci<)n 
de to de 1\lar:w de 18S!l. finn:ula 
entre los E<;tatlor.; lJnidos de 
AmCrica y lo:-; Estados Unidos 
McxieannS rpw. cnnforme :i. las 
f'~"itiptdneioJWS de su :u'lfeulo IX, 
debia pcrmanc<:cl' vigcntc por 
cin(:o ;JJio.... <;ontado;-; descle In 
f<>ch:t del canjc <lc ~us rntifica
('.ionc!-'! c.tt~·o plazo ~r. :unp\i6 por 
Ia ConYenciOn fle 1° de Oct.ubre 
rle !Ra,i hn,ta 1>1 2-1 de Dicicmbrc 
dC'. lR!JG. porIa Conv(•nci<ln de() 
d<' !\m·i,~mhrc clC' J8!Hi, h:-tsta el 
2~ de Diciemhre de 189i )' por 
l:t Convenci6n de 2!> de Octubn~ 
do !80i. hnstn cl 2~ de Dicicmbre 
do ISDS~ sc prorroga por ln. pre· 
sentc Con,·enciOn, por cl periodo 



... 
•' 

This Connmtion shall be rati
lit•d by t-ile two Hi;;h C.ontr:rct
irr~ Parties in conformity with 
lltt~ir rcsped.ive Constitrrliorts: 
:11ul the ralifit:at ions !<hall Gc c.\
chaug<'d iu \Vashing-ton ;~s ':ioort 
;tfi po~sible. 

In tc~liHtnrtv when•of. "'~- tltc 
lltHicr.:.;igttcd. (;_~_. nrt1w o-f tllt-1' n•
~Jwctin~ JlOWI~r:-o, han: sigtu:d !hi . ..; 
0nJ\'l!nlinn 111 duplic:alt•, in t.ht•. 
Et1glish and Sp:111ish langiiHf!Cs, 
:md lwvt.! allixNI our rc:~pec.tin~ 
'-<:a Is. 

Done in the City of \Vashing-
lon, 011 tlw ~t.·cnnd da\' of J)cct~llt 
llf:l' ont! thott~:uul ciild h•rndnd 
:tnd nirrd.y-ci,t:ht. 

.Ttrll:\' J·f.\Y 

.ros(: F. r;oJ)r)y 
[Si;,u,] 
( so;,\1,. J 
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bu 1111 niio cont-ado dcsdc esta 
nltima fc<.:lw. 

Estn C.:onvcnci{lll scr:i ratifica
tla por las dos :\t.l:ts Partes con
u·:rt.antc~ d<: acnl'rdo con sus rc
SjH!d.J v~1::.; Con:sl i tuciOJws, y l:ts 
l'aLificaciOJws s1~ c:anje:u·(m en 
\Va..;hington I an pronto como Sl!a 

po.:.;ible. 
En fl, de lo cual. los infrascri

to:-;, en ,·irrud de n;1cstros rcspec-
1 i \'o~ pod Pres. hcmos firma do 
<~ ... t;'J Conn!tJci/,rr 1 }HJI' rlrrplic:tdo, 
~'lr In;.; lcngu;rs ingle~a t~ P~sp:uioLL 
.'· j,~.., h1:J1ros )Jlll~:-;to ntw.:-;t.ros re
"jll!di \'OS ~e)Jo.~. 

H.,cho en Ia Ci1HI:ul de \Ya>h
ingl.on, td cl,i:r St~gnndo d<~ Dici
t:nrlH'c de 111 i I ,ichot:-il!lltos J1(). 

\'l!llla "ocho. 
.JoHX H.\l' 
. JosJ:: F. nnnoY 

t ~E .. \ I .. l 
(st:AT, . 

And whrr"n~ th(' ~aid Convention has lwen dulr I'<J(ific<i 
on both parts, and ti1e ratifications of the two- Govern
ment;; were exchang-er! in the' City of \\'asl1ingtou, on tlw 
sc,concl cJ;n- of Fr.bnulr,l', on(' thoiiS<llld rig-ht hundred and 
ninety-nine. 

No11·. tlwrcfore, be it known that I. \Villi:1111 M cKinlr,y, 
President of the United Stat<·~ of Amcrir~l, have caus,;d 
the said ConventirJll to he made pub lie, tl) the end tl1:1t the 
same all(! every nrtiele nnd <'lanse t.ilC'I'NJf mav be~ ob
sei'\'Pci and fu!fii!C'd with good fnith b1• thr Unit.f'd StritPs. 
nnd the citizens tlwr0of. 

Jn witness whcn•nf. I ha,-r iH'I·runtn srt mv hnncl a11d 
cansr·<i t.hr >P;li of the United States tn he affixrrl 

Jlouc at the City of Washinl!;t.on this third 
dny of Februarv, in the year nf orn· Lnnl one 

[sr·:AL] t!Jous;lud eight hundred nnd ninct_v-ninc, and 
of the Independence of the United States the 
one hnndi·cci and twenty-thirrL 

Jly the President: 
.Tom; HAY 

Scc>·ctary of State. 

\V1u.ror McKrNLEY 
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M F.XICO-HOUNilAil\". 

CON"VEN"TION" 

/ 
TilE UNITED STATES OF A~'IERJCA AND THE 

UNITED STATES OF ~'IEXICO. 

TO FACILITATE THE CARRYING OUT OF THE PRINCIPLES 
CONTAINED IN THE TREATY OF NOVEMBER 12, 1884, AND 
TO AVOID THE DIFFICULTIES OCCASIONED BY REASON OF 
THE CHANGES WHICH TAKE PLACE IN THE BEDS OF THE 
RIO GRANDE AND COLORADO RIVERS. 

Sig11td at 11/as/iingloJJ /lfarclt I, rSS9. 
Ratification atiuiud 1lfay 7, 1890. 
Ratified. b)' flu Prt'sidwl of .Afcxico Oclobcr Jl, 1889. 
Ratified by flu President of lilt United Statu Due mba 6, 1890. 
Ratijirations t:rd1angcd Ducmbtr 24, r89o. 
Pr<1daimcd Dtamber 26, r890. 

lh THE PRESIIJENT OF THE UNITED STATJis or- AMERICA. 

A PROCLAM:\ TIO:--i. 

\Vhercas a Convention between the United States of 
America and the Cnited Stc\les of !\lexico to facilitate the 

___ ,carrying out of the principles contained in the treaty of 
- i\'r>·l'~-rnber 12, 1884, between the same I-1 igh Contracting 

l'aniei'Mnd to avoid the difficulties occasioned uy reason of 
the chang~s which take place in the bed of the Rio Grande 
and that of the Colorado River, in t.hat portion thereof where 
they serve as a boundary between the two Republics, was 
concluded and signed by the respective Plenipotentiaries of 
the aforesaid H igt~ Contracting Parties at the city of \·Vash
in<rtnn on the first da1• of March. one thousand cif!ht hundred r-: ' .. ...... 

' "' 

~ 

' ' 

I 

' I" 
' 

,- • • • .J 
~ 
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and eighty-nine, the original of which Convention. being in 
the English and Spanish languages, and as amended by the 
Scnat c of the C nittd States is word for word as follo11·s: 

Los r:::srados lJnido~ de :\mtr

ica y los Esrados t; nidos !\·lexi
canos, deseando fac!\itar Ia cjcc· 
ucion de \(,s principios contt11idos 
en c\ tratado de doct: de Noviem-
brc.: de mil ocil(l<:iento::. ochenrt~ y 
cuatro. y ~.:vitar i<IS dificultacks 
ocasionadas con motivo dt.: los 
camhios q11C tic-nell Iugar en cl 
cauce etc los rios Bravo del Norte 
y Colorac!o, t:n Ia parte que sirven 
de lirnitc cntn: las dos Rcptd)li-

c.as, h<:trl rcsut:lto concluir un tra-
tado que sarisfaga <:stos objt:tos, 

I 
The Unitt:d States of Atnt'rica 

and the ljnited States of Mexico, 
desiring to facilitate the carrying 
out of the principles con taint:~ in 
the treaty of No,·emhcr 12, 1i:i84, 

o.HHt to avoid the difficulties occa
sioned by rt:ason of the changt·s 
\\'hich t'tkt: place in the b•:d of the 
l{io Grande and that of thc Colo
rado river, in that portion thercot" 
where they serve as a boundary 
between the [\\"0 Rcpublics, have 
resolved to c•)nciudc a treaty for 
the attainment o( these objects, 
and have appointl..!d ~~s ttwir n.:

spccti\·c Plenipotentiaries: 
y h<!ll nornbrado sns rcspt.:ctivos 
Plcnipotcnciarios; • -- ..... ··-··- A 

The President of the United 
States of Amcric<t, Thomas F. 

Bayard, St:cretary of State of the 
United States of America; and 

t1 Presicknte ck !os Estados 
Unidos de :\rn(~rica, ;'l Thomas F. 
Bayard, Secrc-tario de Estado de 
los Est<tdos l_.:nidos dt: AmCr· 
ica; y 

The President of the United El President4~ de los Estados 
Statesc,f Mexico. :\'latias }{omen), Unidos :\texicanos, :i. ~bti~1s Ro· 

~.- .. _.J·~nvoy Extrat)rc\iT~~~r)' a net )1inis
ter Ple:.:p()u~ntiary of the l:nitt:d 

States of :\1exico, at \Vashington; 

\Vho, after hcl\'ing exhibited 
their respective full powers, and 
having found the same to be in 
good and due forrn, have agn·ed 
upon the following articles. 

/ :\RTICI.F. J. 

All differences or questions that 
may arise on that portion of the 
fronticrhetwcen the United States 
of America and the Cnitcd States 
of ;\1cxico where the Rio Gr<:1nde 

and the Colorado ri vcrs form the 

mero, Envi:Hlo Extraordinario y 
l\·Iinistro Plcnipotenciario de los 
Estados Vnidos MexicanoS, t:n 

\Vashington; 
Quienes, dcspucs de habcrse 

mostnulo sus n:spcctivos plenos· 
podcres, y cncontddolos en bu~na 
\' ckbida forma, han convcnido _., _ . ,_,., . 
en los artlculos siguientcs:,,..... .. -

/ 
ARTiCULO J.,.. / 

/ 
Todas las diferci1cias 6 cucs

tioncs que se susciten en Ia parte 
de Ia frontera entre los Estados 
Unidos de A1~1Crica y los E~tados 
Uniclos Me~:ic<~nos, en que sirvc.:n 
de linea di\·isoria los rios Bravo 

' 



boundary line, \ ... ·hethcr such clif
ferenccs or questions grow out of 
.-:!Iterations or changes in the be<l 
of the aforesaid Rio Grande and 
that of the aforesaid Coloraclo 
River, or of work:s that may he 
C.:<)nstructed in said rivers, or of 
any other cause affecting the 
boundary line, shall be submitted 
for examination and decision to 
an lntcrn;:tti0n.-:d Boundary Com
mission, which shall have (:xclu
Si\tC jurisdiction in the case of 
said differences or questions 

/ ARTICLE I I. 

The Illlt:rnational Boundary 
Commissi<Jn '::ihall bccomposccl of 
a Commissioner appointed by the 
Presicient of the United States 

of America. and of another ap
pointed by the President of the 
United States of Mexico, in etC· 
cordance with the constitu-tional 
pro\"isions of each country, of a 
Consulting Engineer, appointed 
in the s;.un<: manner by each Gov
ernment, and ol such Sccn:t~trit'!S 
and Int<:rpretcrs as either Gov
ernment may sec tit to add to its 
Commission. Each Government 
separatr.ly shall fix the sal;:tries 
and emoluments of the members 
of its Commission. 

ARTICLE liJ. 

The lntt-rtl.1.tion,al Boundary 
Commission shall not transact 
any business unless both Com
missioners arc present. It shall 
sit on the froptie.r of the two con
tracting countries, and shall es
tablish itself at. such plcu:cs as it 
may determine upon; it shall, 

3 

del Norte y Colorado, )'<I sea qut.: 
provcngan de alt('r.-:~ciones 6 cam
bios en el \echo de l?s cxpresados 
rios Bravo del Norte y Colorado: 
ya de obras que se construyan en 
los mismos; U ya de cualquiera 
otro motivo que afccte ;l Ia linea 
frontcri:t.a. sc someteran al ex
amen y decision de una Comision 
Inttrnacional clc I.imites, Ia cual 
tcndr;'l jurisdiccion exclusi\·a so
bn: dichas clifen:ncias i) cucs
tiones. 

ARTfCUI.O II. 

La Comision I ntern.acion.-:d de 
Llmites sc compondr.-:i de 1111 Co
misionado nombradopord f',·esi
dcntc de los Estados lJnidos de 
AmCrica y otro nomhrado por el 
Presidcnte de los Estados Unidos 
Mcxicanos, conformc il las prc
scripciones c·onstitucionalcs de 
c.ada pais; de un Ingeniero Con
sultot·, nomhrado <:n Ia misma 
forma por cado (iobierno, y de 
lo:-:. Sccrctarios e IntCrprctcs que 
cada Gobicrno crca convcnicnte 
agregar ;i. su resp('ctiva Comision. 
Cada Gobicrno tijad separada
mente los sucldos y cmolumentos 
de los miembros de su Comision. 

ARTil:tltO III 

La Comision Intcnucional de 
I.imites no podci luncionar sino 
cuando estuvieren prcsentc;s los 
dos Comisionados. R(:sidir:'a pre
cis<tmcnte !•n Ia frontcra de los 
<los paises contratantcs y se es
tabkct:d en los lugan;s qu(; t:lla 
d<:tcnninarc; pcro se trasladar:'L 

__ ... _ 

,. -

I 

l 
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howcv(:r, repatr to places at 
which any of the difficulties or 
questions mentioned in this con
vention may aris(;, as soon as it 
shall have been duly notifit:d 
thereof. 

ART!l u: IV. 

\\'IH:n, owing to natural causes, 
any change shall take place in 
th(' bed of tht: Rio Grand~ or 
in that of the Colorado River, in 
th<~t portion thereof when·in those 
rivers form the boundary line he
tween the two countries, .which 
may afft:ct tlw boundary line, 
notict· of lh;lt fact shall be given 
hy rhe proper local authoritit'S 
on both sides to their respective 
Commissioners of the Interna
tional Boundary Commission, on 
receiving which notice it shall be 
the duty of the sai.d Commission 
to repair to the place where tht· 
change has taken place or the 
question has ariscn, to make a 
personal cxamin<ltion of such 
change, to <~omparc· it with the 
bed of tlu: ri\'(:r as it was before 
the change took place, as shmvn 
by the surveys, and to decide 
whether it has occurred through 
avulsion or erosion, for the effects 
of articles I and II of the con
vention of Novcmlwr 12. r884; 

having done this. it shall make 
suitahlC' annotations on the sur
veys of the boundary line. 

AKTICl.E V. 

\Vhcncver the local authorities 
on any point 'of the frontier 

between the United Stat~s of 

sin dilacion ;\ los lugarcs en que 
ocurra cualquit:ra de las dificul
tade::. U cuestiones mencionadas 
en Ia presente cnnn·ncion, tan 
luego como se lc haga Ia notifica
cion corrcspondiente. 

ARTfClii.O IV. 

Cuando, por caus~1s naturales, 
ocurrien~ alg-una altcracihn en el 
cauce del rio Bravo del ~orte b 
del rio Colorado. en Ia partt: en 
que t!Stos rios sin•en de limite 
entn: los dl)S paises. que afccte 
Ia linea divisoria. sc notifl<"ar{t 
estt: hecho por Ia autoridad local 
respcctiva cte uno {, otro !ado, al 
Comisionado rcspectivo de Ia 
Comisi(•n lntcrnacional de 1.1-
mites. l;1 cual tendr5 ohligacion, 
otl n:cibir ese a\"iso, de trasladarse 
al Iugar dd cambio b cuestion; 
cxaminar;', personal mente cl cam· 
hio indicado, lo comparad. con 
d cauce que sc,guia d rio ;(ntcs 
de que este camhio tuvi('r<l Iugar, 
segun aparczca de los pianos rc· 
spt·ctivos. y decidirf1 si sc ha veri
ticado por avulsion (') corrosion, 
para los e-fcctos de los articulos 
I y I I de. Ia Conver1cion de doce 
de Novicmbre de mil ochocientos 
ochcnta y cuatro, haciendo las 
anot;lcionct' corre.spondientcs en 
los pianos de Ia linea rlivisoria. 

:\RTfctJI.U V 

Siemprc que Ia autoridctd local 
de cualquicr pun to de Ia frontera 
entre los Estados Unidos de 

. 
' 



Americ~t and the United States 
of i\·1exico, in that portion in 
which the Rio Grande and the 
Colorado River form the bound
ary between the l\\o'O countries, 
shall think that works are being 
constructed. in either of those 
rivers, such as arc prohibited by 
article III of the convcntivn of 
:"Jovember 12, !884, or by article 
VII of the treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo of February z, 1848, they 
shall so notify their respective 
Commissioner::;, in order that the 
latter may at once submit the mat
ter to the International Boundary 
Commission. and that said Com
mission may proceed, in accord
ance with the provisions of the 
foregoing article. to examine 
the case, and that it may decide 
whether the \vork is among the 
number of those which arc per
mitted, or of those which 2re pro
hibited by the stipulations of 
those treaties. 

The Commission may provi
sionally suspenct the construction 
of the works in question pending 
the investigation of the matter, 
and if it shall fail to .agree on this 
point, the works shall he sus
pend~d, at the instance of one of 
the two Governments. 

ARTICLE VI. 

In either of these cases, the 
Commission shc1.ll mnke a per
sonal examination of the mnttcr 
which occasions the change, the 
qucstio-:t or the complaint. and 
shall gi\'e its decision in regard 
tO the same, in doing which it 
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America y los Estados Unidos 
Mcxicanos, en Ia parte en que 
los rios Bravo dd N ortc y Col
orado sirvcn de limite :1 Ins dos 
paises, creyct·c que sc cst5.n con
struyendo obras en cualquicra de 
estos rios, que sean· de las pro
hihictas por cl articulo I I I de Ia 
Convcncion de doce de ~oviem
hre de mil ochocientos ochcnta y 
cumro, 6 por cl articulo V ll del 
tratado de Gua(Ldupe Hidalgo 
de dos de Febrt:ro de mil ocho
cicntos cuarenta y ocho, lo notifi
car(l al Comisionado respectivo, 
para que e.ste someta, desdc 
l~~t:go, cl punto :1. Ia Comision 
lnternacional de Limitcs, y t>sta 
proceda, conforrne /1 las prcscrip
cioncs del articulo prcccdcnte, a 
cxaminar cl caso, y decida si Ia 
obra es de las permitidas {, dt: las 
prohihidas por las estipulaciones 
de aqucllos tratados. 

La Combion pod d. susptndcr, 
provisional mente, Ia construccion 
de las obras en cue~tion, mientras 
se exam ina e\ asunto, y si no se 
pusierc de acucrdo sobrc estc 
punto, se suspendcr(tn las obras 
;i. pcticion de nno de los dos 
Gobiernos. 

ARTiCULO VI 

En cualquicra de cstos casos, Ia 
Comision had un cxflmen per
sonal del asunto que motivarc el 
camhio, cucstion U qucja, y dara. 
su fallo rcspecto del mismo; para 
lo c:ual obscrvarA los requisites 
que establezca un rcghimento 

-···-
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shall comply with the reqi1irc- formacto por Ia misma Comision 
mcnts established by a body of yctprohadop0rlosdosGobiernos. 
regulations to be prepared by the 
said Commbsion and approved 
by both Govnnmcltts. 

ARTICLE VII. 

The International Boundary 
Commission shall ha\·t· power 
to call for papers ~tnd informa
tion, and it shall be the dtlly uf 
the authorities of each of the two 
countries to send it any papers 
that it may call for, relating to 
any bound:ny question in which 
it may hayc jurisdiction in pur

suance of this convention. 
The said Commission shall ha \'e 

\ 

power to summon any witnesses --- . whose testimony it may tfnnk 
proper to t~lkt:, and it shall be the 
duty of all persons thus sum-
owned to appear he fore the same 
and to give their testimony, which 
shall be taken in accordance with 

such by-laws and regulations <IS 

may bt!~te<.l b~; -ul·e Con;mis

sion aucl approved hy both Gov. 
crnments. In case of the rdusal 
of a witness to appe:tr. he shall 
be compelled ro do so, :wd to this 
end the Comlllission may make 
usc of the same means that arc 
us~d by the couns of the rcspec
ti\'C countries to compel th~ at
te-ndance of witnesses, in con
formity \Vith their n.:specti ve laws 

,/ l\wncu: VII!) 
If both Commissioners shall 

agree to a dt:c.lsion, their j11dg
mcnt sh;dl hC" considered binding 
upon both (;o .... ·ernmcnrs, Hn!t:ss 
one of them shall disapprove it 

Awrf<:t;I.u VII. 

La Comision Intcrnacional de 
I.imites tendr:'a facultad de pedir 
documentOS 6 iuforrncs, }'las <lU· 

toridades dl! cada uno de los dos 
paises tcnddn el dehcr de cn
viarlc cuaksquiera documcntos 
que ella lcs pida, rderentcs :i cual· 
quicrcl Cllestion de lirnitcs cn que 
tcng;ajurisdiccion conformc:l esta 
Convt:ncion. 

La misma Cornision tendd 
fctcultad de citar ;'1 los testigos 
cuyas deelaraciones crca conve .. 
nientt: t•)mar. )' las pt:rsonas cita· 
das tt·ndr;in cl <Ieber <le com· 
parcct:r <lilt...: Ia rnisma y de dar 
sus d~claracioncs, las cuaics se 
tomad.n de conformidad con las 
leyes y rcgl;llllcntos que arloptt: 
Ia Comision y apruebcn amhos 
Gol>iernos En caso de que algun 
testigo st: rchusc ;\ comparccer, 
sc lc obligar;'l ;'1 dlo, us.:Lndo al 
efecto Ia Comision df' los mismos 
~~rbi trios q u<; tcnga n los tri bu nalcs 
del p.:lis rcspectiV<l para haccr 
cornparcccr testigos, de acucrdo 
con sus respcctivas leycs. 

At.:T(CULO VIII 

Si amhos Corn'isionados cstu· 
vicren de acucrdo en una rcsoJu. 
cion, su fallo sc considerar{a obli
g<~torio p;na ambos Gohicrnos, :i 
no ser que alguno de ellos lode sa-
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within one month reckoned from 
the day on which it shall h;:n·e been 
pronounced. In the latter cast~, 
both Governments shall take cog· 
nizance of tht: matter, and shall 

decide it amicably, bearing con
st;.ttHly in miud the stipulation 
oi Article XXI vf the treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo of Ft:bruary 
2, 1848. 

The samr. shal! bctht~cast:whcn 

the Commis~ioners shall fail to 
agree concerning the poi11t which 

occasions the question, tht com· 
plaint or the <:hang-c, in. which 
case each Commissioner shall pre· 
pare a report, in writing, which 
he :;hall lay bdrJ['(' his Govern
ment 

A1n1ct.E IX 

This convention shall be rati
fied by both parties. in accordance 
with the provisions of their n:
spcctiv.e constitutions, and the 
ratilic~1tions thereof shall be ex· 

changed at \Vashington as speed
ily as possihlc-and shall. be in 
force from tiH~ date of the ex
change of ratification for a period 
of fi\•e years 

In testimony whereof the un· 
dcrsignccl Plenipotentiaries h<.I\"C 

signed <tnd sealt·d it_ 
Done in duplicat(:, in tlw city 

of \Vashing-ton. in tht: English 
and Spanish languag-t·s. on the 1st 
day of i\·1arch one thousand eight 
hundred and eighty-nine. 
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pi"obarc deutro de un mcs contado 
dcsdc cl dia en que se pronuncic. 
En cste ultimo caso, a mhos Gobi· 
crnos se avocar;'tn el conocimiento 
ckl :tsunto y lo dt:ciUir:i.n amisro
samcntc, en Ia f1)rma que ks p:1r-. 

ecicre _iustiticad<:1 y convenieute, 
tcnicncio ~it.:mpn.: prt.•scnl~' L1 
cst.ipulaciou del Articulo XXI del 
trati.ldO dt.: Guadalupe I lidalg\) de 

dos cic Fchrcro de mil ochocicn· 
tos cuarcnta y ocho. 

Otro tanto succder;'a cuando los 
Comisionados ilO sc pong-an de 
acuerdo respccto del punto que 
motiva Ia cuestion. qucja ,·>cam
bio, en cuyo caso cada Comision
<ldo formuLtd un dictAmen por 
cs<;rito ~uc !)I'esentar;'t ;i su re
spectiVl) Gobierno. 

ARTfCt:LO IX. 

Lc prcscntc Collvcncion scr:'1 
ratificada por ambas p<trtcs, de 
acucrdo con su~ n:spt·nivos pro
ccdimicntos cOtlstitucionales, y 
las ratificacioncs sc c<~ngr:ar:in 

~n \Vashington ·tan pronto como 
fuerc posihle, y pcrmancced en 
vigor por un periodu de cinco 
ai\os contados dcsdc Ia iccha dci 
canjc de r<1tilicaciones 

En testimonio dt: lo cual los 
Plenipotcnciarios infrascritos La 

han firm~ido y ~dlado. 
1-lccha por cluplicado. en Ia 

ciudad de \Vashir.gton, en las 
lcngu<tS inglesa y cspaf1ola, el. 
dia primcro de Marzo de mil 
ochocientos ochenta )" nucve. 

T. F. BAYARD [sEAL.] 

it.{ }{Oi\IERO. [Si::Ai..] 

J. 
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And whereas the said Convention has been duly ratified 
on bc•th parts, and the ratifications of the same were ex
changed at the city of Washington on the t1venty-fourth day 
of December, one thousand eight hundred and ninety:. 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Benjamin Harrison, 
President of the United States of America. have caused the 
said Convention to be made public. as amended, to the end 
that the same and every article and clause thereof may he 
observed and fulfilled with good faith by the United States 
and the citizens thereof. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and 
caused the seal of the lJ nitcd States to be affixed. 

Done at the City of \-Vashingtun this 26th day of Decem
ber, in the: year of our Lord, one thousand eight 
hundred and ninety and of the I ndepcndence of 

l:sE~L._j the United States of America the one hundred 
and fifteenth. 

BE:\'j 1-IAI<RISON 
By the President: 

JAMES G BLAINE 
Sccrdary· of Stalt. 
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LH:. l·'r~.\.Xttsco JAYif.J{ Os.:.T~:\0. 

Co:u~.;:oa:~llf.l. 

T. (:Qi:l)~:r:r. E~IILI.\"(l cllr:;.:LJ,.\, 

In.:;Qai.:ro .:•):J:;·:ii.or 

CV:\"S!;I. :::.·.Js,\Uor. F. ~-1.\Ti.!.:::·,:l:'l', 

SECRETAHL\ DE HELACIONES EXTERIOHES. 
____ ,.<-_____ _ 

C01.!IS!Oll INTERNAC!ONAL llF. LI11!1T:ES EtiTRE l"E;<ICO 
Y LOS ESTADOS UO<IDOS. 

S c1 i c~ __ . ________________ -__ .. _________________________________________ _ 

Tengo Ia honra clc remitir a ustecl arljuntos varies cjcmp!itrcs cle las Con

venciones del I 2 de Novicmbre clc I SS4 y dd 1. 0 cle ?vlarzo de I SS9, celebra

das entre i\'l~xico y los Estaclos U niclos, a los que acompaiian los dace articu

lus del Rcglamento de Ia Comisi6n I nt<:.-n<tcional de Limite.s, organizacla en 

virtue! de los propios tratados; todo lo cu<d sen.-ira, en mi concepto, par<' ht per

fecta inteligcncia del linaje de asuntos C]Ue debc:r<in de sonH::tcrsc a l:t ComisiOn. 

Por t'dtimo, llamo Ia atencion de ustccl h.tcia los articulos IV y V de Ia Con

venci6n del 1 •0 de i\hrzo de 1 SS9. 

Supiicando ~1 u;-;ted se sirva distribt:ir los c:jemplares adjl!llto:; entre bts 

personas pi!ra quictl~::-; pucliera ser csto dt-: interCs, me es r:;r<.tto suscribirme de 

usterl atcutn 

S. Q. IL S :'11. 

N. B.--rodas \a;-; cut~\HlliCdcion~s :-;c di:igir2.n o.i Stln AilLonio, T(::'\<.t:->. 
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SECRETARIA DE ESTADO 

Y Dt;L DESPACl!V 

DE RELACIONES EXT.ERIORES. 

El Presitloute do 1[1. H~pUblica ha. tcnido (~ bicu.dirigirmc cl del:reto ~uc sigue: 

"PORFIRIO DIAZ, Pr6sidei1te de los Estados Uuidos Me~icauos, a sus habitautes, ~abed: 

Quo el dia dace clc XoYicmhre de mil ochoc.icnlos ocbentu. y cuatro.se conclnyJ y firm6 c11 

Ia ciudad de \\'T obhington, por n1eclio de los Plcnipotend.tdos <l~hillu.ml.!nt.o autori_zadus a! (;fccto, 
una ConvcnciOn ent.rc \o:; Eslaclos Unido~ :;\lt.!xicano_:; y los Estada:s Ur.iclo..; de Am·5ricaJ c11 Ia f•JI'· 

1na y del tenor s'iguicntes: 

. ConvcnciGn entre los Estados Ur.irlos Me:-:icanos y los 
lstados.Unidos de Ameri.:a, respecto de la linc:t 
divisoria entre los dos paiscs, en la parte que sigue 
<llccho del Rio Grande y del Rio Gila. 

r,n cu;tnto, en virtttd drl art.fculo V del Tr<t
tado de Gu;Hhhtpc I·Lttdgv, CIJIItllti,[o ui ~ ~le 

Fcbrcro de lS·l"i ent.rc los Est.:ulus Linid,J.'- ~IL:· 

xicatJOS y lo::; l::;t;u\o" Uuiclo.;; de Anlt~rit:t, algu· 
nas pordones de l<l liuca didSt)ri:t cnln! los dos 

pafsC$ sigw.:n cl centrv del canal del Hio Gr~ndc 
y dol Rio Gila, con cl fin de C\'it.;~r Ia . ..; diGcu!l:t· 
des que pucdan ocarrir par \o.:i c:~m!Jios del canal 

a que dichos rios est.1n snjctv.:> por cau~., de fucr· 
zas nnturah:s, ol C:ohicrno de lo~ Esta··\o;o; Uni· 
dos M exic:tnMI y cl G uhicrno de ius Est;H1os 
Unidos de AmCric;~, ha1~ rcs;.:e\to concluir lW•l 

Conventio~ betw2en the United S!<tt~s of i,lcxico and the 
Unilt~d Sta!cs of Arnericn, touch1~g thr. Bound<~ry· 
line b?twecn the two coun!,ies \•:hc~c it follows t~.e 
bed of the Rio Grande ar.·d the Rio Gila. 

\\tlwrca::;, in virt.uc of t.\w 5t.IJ. artielc ,·,f the 

Trc;\t-)' ofGu;t:L!lttpe Hidal.:;_r, t,~twl.!en t~h~: Lini· 

ted :::;LLles (Jf ~lc:dco arul L!tc United St.oL{C5 of 
.-\tncric,'\, cunc.:lu•.h.:~l J:'el.Httary 2, 18-!S, 1:crtr.i:l 

part:=; vf the diYidi11g line h~t.\YC~'n :.be t .... ·;o cour.· 
t.ric.; foJJ,)w the middle of the uhatiiH:ll·ffltc ltio 
Gr::nd<' ;uHI t.\u: Hio Gila, to an1itl diOit:ultit>s · 

which may ari.~e t.lll"t.Htgh the cholllge:- of dtannt!l 

to whi{".h t.Jw.)c ri~·ers aro subject through t.hc 
~'Jh:r;d.irllt of tHlf-ural forl':t::>, th~ Go\"l'l"llltH'nL (1f 

the Ut1:1ed St.;Ltes of J[cxic.t"l anrl tht! C:o\"CI'Il· 

ltiCnL vf the CJJilcd St.aL.;;s uf .\texico h;t\:C rest> I· 
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Connnci•~lll qnc fije regl:l:" p:tr.~ r...:so1n>r c-;a..::: \·cd t-o com:ludc a Conn>11lion which :ih~ll lay 
Cllf'SUOJIC~J y h:111 U•J:nLr;ulu lill:-i Plcnipolcncb- down rules for tlu: dct<:rmin;dion of such qucs
rios: tio11s, ~nU ha\"e :-.ppoinlc<l a!) their .Ple:nipotco-

1-i;trics: 
El ] 1re:-i•lcnte tlc los Esta(l0!-1 Unitlo.~ )!'cxi- Th~- Prc~i~ienl of the Unitcrl Sto1tcs of)Tcxi-

ca nos a l\1 :\ t fa.::s llomcr(l, En\-' i<Hh) E "\ i l"illHt! i nario C\1, )fat i:IS l~omcrvJ E II\'{))' Ex l.raorcli!i;\ ry and 
y )-finisl-rr> Plt•llipot<:IH.:i<trio dt~ lu." E:-:;!;ido .... rni- ~-tin!-:tcr Plt·nipt"•tc·ntiary of 1-h<o Unit-ed Mexicall 
dos !\£t·xka\•(•"-; y d Prc!'io.lentc de Jn_.:; Esi:ltlos State~; nn<l t-lie l'rc.sitltmt of ll1o U11itcd States 
Unitlo~ de Aut~l"i(·n :'~ Fn:th'l'kk T. FrL·li11~huy- · of America, Frederic-k '1'. Fn·li11ghuyscn, Setrc
sen, 8l'Cr(.•t-c.rio de Est ado de Ius 1·::--ladps lini- h\r)' r.f Stat·e of the Unih·cl State!'i; 

dos; 
Quiencs, de..:ptu~s <lc hahcr~e mnstr:-.do sus 

respcdivos plcnos po<lHcs, y ('ncrmt-r:'tdolos en 
buena y dcbicla fon:m, hnn con\"l:nido en Ius si
gui~ntes art-iculos: 

.<t:Ticur.o 1. 

I.:\ JinC'a dh·isori•~ scr•\ ~iC'lllJll"l' b fij<Hia C'll 

dicho tr.1tadu, y S(.•gt;!r:o el centru dd cat:al nor
mal rle Ia~ c-it ado::; do.:;, :'t pC':-;ar rl4! bs altanr:-io

nes en las ribt•ras 6 ell e! curso t~t.: e:-:b:-; rfo~, con 
tal que Uichas altt•raciOll(:S sc l'ft·cltJeu por c~u
sas naturales COUtO Ia corro~i6n h:nta y graclual, 
y el depOsito del aluviOn, y no por t'i ab:l!ldono 
del ca1tl\l exislcnto del rio y lu apt~rtura de uno 

nuevo. 

A.Rl'iCUI.O Il. 

Cunlquicra otro camhio oca~ionado por Ia 

'Vho, after exhibiting their respet::tivt:! Full 
ro\rcrs, found in good and duo form, have 
agreed upon t-he followin:; Art-icles: 

A.RTICLI-: I. 

'l'hc rliYicliltg lin<' sh;dl fore-rcr bo f.hnt (!es
crihed in the aforc~aic.l Tr<"at.y a:-td follov .. · t-ho 
cent-er of lhc uortolo.l cbanttcl of the ri•crs na
med1 notwith~tanding auy alteralions in t-he 
b;~nks or in the cour~e of those rkers, provided 
that- such nlt-~rations ho afl"ectcd by naturrtl 
can.se~ through t-he slow ;.nl(l grP.clual erosion 
<tlld deposit of::dluvium and not by the abanrlon
ment of an exist-ing rinr bed anti tho opening 
of a new onl•. 

ARTICU·: 11. 

Any other change, wrought. by the force of 
fuerza de lu corricnte, ya se;t abritndu un llth!\"0 the cnrrent, whet-lwr by the cutting of a new 
cana1,6 ('11 don de hnp~ m<'li d<' uno, h:1ciendo m:\s bed, or whcn.therc i:; more t.han Otto channel 
profnndo otro cnnal cp1c J:Q sea el que .se Jn;trc6 by J.ltc dtcpcning of ;:ult>th!:r channel thnn that 
como pnrl1~ de b Ji11Ca (lid:-:o~·ia a! t.ietnpo del which marktd !.he boundary at t.l1e time of the 
rccotll)cimielllo ltec;ho conf-·nr:L' fl dicho tr;lfa<lo, 
no pn),JncirA ;.dh·r;lti0n al~utta (·n Ia lf11h~ di\'i
sori~ tal COll!1l fu6 fijada pol" lo.<; ro.:cCounc:ttlit>-11· 

to!:i de la Cot11isi.Jn intr:nucioual oll' limitb de 
JS:J2; pl.'-ro Ia !Lt:e;~ llj:ub. cnton~C'-~ 1 ~egttir:i. ::;itn

do el nntro clel can:d oric;iital: ann cnc:tu!o Csl-t; 
IJegaro <\ ::i('Car:-;c del t-oclu, 6 (~ oh;.;truir:;l' par cl 
nhtYiUn. 

S\11'\"C,Y matlc untkr the :1fort·~aicl t.rcat.yJ shall 
prOLincc 110 chatogc in the (]ivicling line a.;; fixed 
Ly th~ st:n·cy:-; uf the Intcrna~-i\)ll;d ](Htnc!ary 
Comllli:-;sions in 18:)~; hut t.hc line t-h·:m fixed 
sllall (;Oillinuc to fvllo\\·1-lic niiddlc 0ftlw origin;ll 

chanto(.·l bed, <:Yen 1-houglt t.ld:; shoultl Lecomc 
\Tholly dry or be oL$1-ruut.ed Ly deposit:-;. 

.HniCUf.O Ill. Alt1'1CI.I; IlL 

Ningt111 cnmhio •~rLiflclal en <:I curso naYt'ga- No artifici;.d changf in t.ltt.: naYigabl~ courso 
ble Jt·l riuJ ya ~~,,~porIa cOn:,lntt:ci•.)n (ll' jellies, of the ri\·crJ b:r· buildin~ jet-lies, pie-rs, or oL'i
muel!cs lt 0h:-truu.:ione::-> rp:r.1.it'll(hn :\ rll';-;Ybr b t-nJditJIIS which nwy tend to tlcllcd the current 

corricnte U lJ!·oduzo.:;l:: d(lp0sllo:oi do·l alt;\·i·-"•t: cj por ur pro•lncc dcpo.iits of al[~;\·iun1, o:n· hy {re(!giug 
el uso de Ur.tga~ pnra h<tcc:r tn:is prurundu tilt C<t· to dt•t•pcn ano:lter titan t.ltc ori:;in;tl clwnncl un-

n . i 
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nal dis£int.o del prirnitl\"O llcllrat:ul0, r.n;>.ndo h:t· 
ya m:is de un1)1 0 par<t ahrir nuc\·n., canJles con 
~I ohjl'Lo de <H:orL1r la di.:.;t:uJcia pu~· a~n<~., se pcr
miLir;·~_quc aft~cte U alLL'-n) li\ linea dh·i-suria que 
cletcrminO Ia CoJ;Ji:•il)n de lS:,~, 6 Ia q ;h! fij:~ el 
arlicub, I de est a Conn~uciOn, hajo };1, !im!taciOn 
que r-n Cl sc mcncion;L No so consiclt•rar~i como 
cambio artificial, 1:\ protccciOn rlc Ia" ribcras de 
uno (J-otro Jado, cont.J·a k1. cor:·o;;illn, cuanclo sc' 
pon:;nn lo~ns de lJie<lra. 6 de ol-ro Pli\1-(•rhl, qur: 
no pruy1~ctc indl'hidamcntc s0hre h corricnte 
del r!o. 

.!ll'1'(GGI.O IV 

Si sc hul,icsc cr111~truido 6 ~e cons~.ruycsc nu 
puente inlcrna<.:~oual, sohru cualr.~quicra <lc.: lo~ 

rios mencionar~o~, Sl} marC;lr:l el pun to ric dicho 
puente que quede exac.:tunH:nlc sohrc cl cl.!ntro 
del c;~11al principal scgltn t::e h:t dclcrlllinado en 
estc trat-ado, co11 un mouumc1~t.o :~ prop6.:.;ito: el 
Cllal rlOJnll.:td Ia litH.::\ divisoria par;t todf)s lo~ 

objelos de dicho puente, no obsU1!1te lo.::> camlo~V-"i 
en cl cunul que pt:(;d~n ocmrir tlc::-pnf:.::>_ Pero 
todos los drrechos que no scan lo:; que se tcngan 
sohre el puente mismo, 6 sohre cl tcrrcno en el 
que est-C edificado, se cldc:nninar:'m ·en cl c-aso de. 
nlg(m Ci\tllbio subsecnentc, do ncu€'r<l•) con las 
disposicionc.s get1cralcs de est a Convcn~.;lOn. 

ARTiCULO V. 

El dtr~cho cle propie\bd S•Jbre Lts t.lerr;IS r:~ue 
pudiercn qnedo~r fl'l)<~rad:l!-i por c:111"a dl: b. for
maciOn de canales nuc,·o:;: dt l:t malh:rn qtte- ~c 

define en el articulo II rlc est.a Conn·ndUn, no 
sc.nfcct<n:l pur c:-;l:l <:att:';\i sino que lu"' <:xprr:-:;1.· 
cla5 1-icrras cont.inu;n:in perlcne<:ic!ld•> :i Ia jt.:ris
dit.;<:iOn <ll·l p;~.is ;i qut· nn~l'.:" prrlf:'Hccian. 

En ning:ltn ca:.:o, :-in Cltlbarg-\1: afc<.:lar:'~ 6 rcs
lriJlg-id est~ (:~~rt.!<~h0 rlc. jmi~tli<:ci<ln qnc a:nh:~~ 
parte::. se rc::cnan E'l derccho de 11<\\"r'gaciUn co
mliu :i. los dus pai.~cs 1 c(in(ortlH.: :\ L\:-; cstipuludo-

- ne~ dP.I articulo VH del rcrcrido t-rat..!du de Gua
dalupe lliLhlgo, y cl exprco;;ado ,J .. :r~·cho eom(m 
de narq;aciOn,t:ontim:M:\ sin nit1gl;n lllCili)S(;<\~10 
por torlo cl r~w:tl princip:d <Jlll~ se:~ naYc~abk: cle 
hcd10, t-11 lo:; C.\Jl!\.~S:\dos rius, tkstlt! Ia hoq lld 
Hio Gri\nde hasla el ptinto en qm• cl Efn Gila 
cc~a d•: Sl'r ('! limit.r i11lernaciono\l 1 aun cu~utlo 
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dcr th~ TrL·at.y when thcro i:-; more than one 
cltannd, or by cutting waterway~ to !ihOrlell tho 
navic;-abJ,. tli~LllH:c, shall he pcrmiltcd to alTt"·ct 
o .. alter lltc Lli,·iding lino a:-; det.crmint.al hy the 
afur.:·s:dtl Connni:-sitJTI in ] 85~ or ns dct(;rlllincrl 
by Ar~ic!e I ht.:rcof o.nd under t.hc ,-esL·rrati:m 
tltcreit! C•)ntaincrlj hnt 1-hr. protect-ion oft-he hanks 
on <'ithcr :;i(lo fro::l cro-;iun hy facings of stono 
or olh('r lll~dcrialnot unduly pr(ljccling into tho 
current. <•f lhc ri>•:r _;;\t~dl not. he dcP.HlCtl an ~nti

fi0i:\1 ~hange. 

ARTICLJ-: IY. 

1Lt1')' intcrnn\b)n:tl britlg<.' haYc hccn or shall 
be bo.t!!t. acros:-; either of the rh·cr~ D<llllC(l, tbc 
point- on ~uch Lrit~gc ('xcwtly oHr the mhhllc of 
tht ltlllili channel a.-; hcrdn rlctcrmint<l ~hall be 
mar~;ccl hy t\ =-"'\1itahl~ nwnnment, which shall 
denote l.ho rli\'iding lino for all the- p11rposcs of 
!"UCh hri(lg(', no~ ... v;th . .,L!tding i\ll,Y (;han;;c in the 
cb;:nnel whith may thereafil·r ~upt·n·enc. J;ut 
any righl:; other than in t-he hridg11 it-~clf and in 
the groimd on which it is huilt, sln:!.ll in cYcnL of 
any :;uch !'Ub!~equcat ch:~n;;c he rlctcrminrd iP. 
ncconlance wit.h tlle gencnd ;no,·bions of t:1is 
Cotn-cntion. 

AHTICU: \". 

flight:-) of pr.Jpcrt-y in rr:::pcc-f. of l~llHb whi<..:h 
may h.r:c h<.·COltH: ~<'parat~d thN11gh tho crea
tion of Jll.!\\" ch~nncls as rlt:!incd·in Article II 
hereof: ~hall nol he an-t:(;ted U:er~hy, hut such 
land:) :-;hall continue to ht lltHh·r the juri:-;diclion 
of the cO<llltry to \\-hich 1111·y prc\'ion~ly be
loHgetl. 

In JH) o"c, howl!\·er, .-.;hall ~.hi . .; rC'taitH:d ju
rbdic-t:l'tt:tl right tdfct.:t 1.1r Cl)1Ji r;,.•l t-he 1·ighL of 
naYigalit):) cont11lllll to tlw t\'.·o <.;ount.ric:; under 
the st.ipi!l:l\ic.nJ:: of Arri~:lc Yll of the aforcs.,id 
'1.\caly ofC:uact:dup~ Ililhlgo, and such common 
right slt;ll\ cotd.inuc wi thonL pn·j udice I hronghout. 

t-he a<:lu:tlly n:n·ig-ahle main dlillllH:h of t:tc ::<lid 
rin:r::>, ftVIlt tlt~ t•JO:t:h of 1-\n; Uio Crat:\1~: to the 
poiut ·.dH·rc 1-hc nio Gil;l e~:!<;CS tt) be I hi.: inter
national hounfbry 1 C'."l'fl 1-lhlllf:h any p.ut of I ill~ 

chnnn_cl of !-'ilhl rin~!-s, through t-he clt;\llge:-> hL·· 
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una parte dt:l c:tnal do diclw_.:; rfo~ pacr!a, COlt 

moth·o de lo~ C<J.ulhios p!"C\-i:3los t:ll esl-il Uonn:n
ciUn, llegar i co:nprt:nderso eu cl tcrritorio de 
una de 1~5 llU.) uaci0ue.-;. 

ARTiCGLO Yl. 

La pre~enlc CotJvend6n _.:;cr:t \"a~.itieada por 
amhai> p;lrl-l'.::>, de a.cucnlt) con su~ rcspectivos 
proccdimient11S eunstiiuciona!P . .,, y !its raWica

cioncs :;e canjenr:'tn (;Jl Ia dnd;.\d de 'L'Lshillgtun, 

tan pronto como fncrc po:-<ib\('!, 

En tcstim1>niu de lo_cn;t\ ltJ~ Plcnipot.cncia
rios infrasc;riws, Ia han tli-nt:n!n y :::ella do. 

Jfceho por duptic:~do cu Ia clncbd do '\';is
hington, en las lengtw::; E~p:l.ltola t! Tnglcsa: <'I 
din.do<:e d~ Xo\·iembr,• clo.! lllil o·~hode11tos oehcn
ta y cuatro.-( L. S. )-3/. }(o;:u:ro. 
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relu JH'o\·idcU against, may be eomprisi~d wit-hin 
tlJC territory c,f one uf the t1·•o uat:ons. 

Aln'ICLJ-; \'I, 

This Convcnt:on shall he ratifiell by hot.b 
p;u·ti('£\ i11 :tccortl;\ncc with lheir respctL\·e <.;0llS· 

t-itutional procedure, <Ulfl the rat.ili(:aliuns ex
ch;:nged in the cil-y of \Vn.shiu:;ton as suua as 
po:-:sihl(•. 

In wit!lt;,,:l whl'rcof 1-he unch:rsig:nc-·.1 Pleni
polt:!Jiiaric::; h:tYC hert:uJtlO ::;ct thrir h.t.nds unti 
seals. 

Done at \.he Ci!.y of \Y.~shinglun, in cluplica
f-t', in the Sp~uhh and Eugli.:dJ l:tngn<~gt'~, thi~ 

t.wclftlt clay of 1\ovcmhcr A. D. 1SS4.- ( L. S.) 
-Fred~ '1'. Frclin:;ht!JJSeiZ. 

Que Ia prr.:r:cclentc c~HI\"end,Sn rue apn):Ja!b porIa C:\marn de Scnador('.'i rle lo~ E.slo~dos

Unirlos i'.I ~xlc-anns cl Jia once de Dil:it.:tnl.>ru clc m!l ochocict:tus ocbrnt.a y cinco, en Ia forma si
guicntc: 

"Que el Senatlo ~le los l:sta:los- Unitlos !\rcxic;tJ!OS, usan~lo de ];l r.~culLHl que Jc conccJo 
Ia fra.ce-i6n I, letr.:~ n, th·l articnh 7:2 llc Ia Const.;[ueiOH puliti<:a deb H.cptiblita, Jt·cn.:ta: 

Ar.:riCULO (:~reo. ~t~ ~iJ:OUt:bit cl tral~t.do co:Jcluftlo en lV;hbiuglon cun fe<:htL l~ dr. Xo
vienJbrc de l8t:)4 entre cl EnYia·:ll) E:draordin;~rio y :.Ii!listrll Plcnipo:~.:nc;ia!"io de lo:- E:>btlos-Uai
dos i\lcxicalJOS y t:l Secretarlo de I~:-~Lttll) rlc los Esu~~fus- r;nitlos de Amt:rica, C;)Jl ohjelt) llc fijar 
reglas para decidir las n<c::;tiultCs que pue~a11 prl':-;entnr:;c 11 c;~u .. -;a de Ia:; des•:iacbncs dt: los rfos 
que sin·en de limite;\ las d,)5 rt•pltb!ii:as; cun L1s lnudifie;,v:ionr:s sigui~·nte~: 

1.-Eu el cncahczami<'nto <l'.!i trat;ldo, dun de dir-e: :• rio Gila., 1
' lt~a:H} "J:(,J Col?ra--lo." 

Il.- Ln.-. primcras once linea.::> dd pre;~!nhnlo que1hriln <lei motlo qtw si;;nt:: 
II Pot· cuanto en \'irtutl del ill"llculu v u~I 'J'r;~tado de Gua~\alupc Ilidalg(l, <;Oll<.;loido d 2 

de Febrcro rll.! 1tl4.::l, t·nt-rc los l>;tad~J~-Unicl·)~ !\ft:xicano.~ y los J::.--;t.ad0s-UniJo~ do AnH?rica, y el 
arlkul'l 1° (!t'l d~ ~10 de Dicit.:l)lhrt~ dr. ISG3, ::dc;tm:t.--; p,·,rcionl.!~ tlc l<t linea tlivisorin. t:ntrc lu:-: dus 
paf.-;('S, siguen cl centro rlt·l <:anal tkl ri11 Grotndt~ y d•:l rfo Color;~~~~,, ,.;on l'i fin, etc _ .... 11 

III.- En las lfnca:-: .:h~<;itaa ~et-irnl y rJ,!cinla or;~.tYa, p:'~rr,\f,, prinn:ru del pr~:·~mhulu, l(;xto 
ingllo.s, dontle dice: r: U11U-ed State.-. uf :'>Texil:n, 1

• sc ker:~ ': U11dcd St•lk'- of A Jacr;C(t.~' 
IV.- En_ lets Ult.itn<!:' Cll:t~ro lfnl':l-> 1 ;~!"lf•.:ulo :~"del tcxto t~.~pa!Jol, dt)llf:e dic1..:: :•cttall(}•) '-'C 

pong<ul lo.:;:t~ de pietlr:t <I tl4~ o!ro lll:'ltcri;d qttoJ no pr•)yt:rle suhre Ia CtJrriet:l~ dd rf,)/' sc h:Pd. de 
esLa. manera: "cr,·mdn sr. )JOilff-'111 r;;rcsti IJ~i..:ntos de picdm 6 tit; ot1··) nwtNi,d tfWJ na JH"O!f-:C/( :1 ·imi:IJi

dam!:ntc SO-~J'C fa corriotlr: dd rio. 1
' 

V.- En el :ntfcul0 V, en Iugar 1le ':rfo Gi!;~/' dir;'~ "rio (,'oloNtdo. 11 

l>atio end Sat6n tlr..! :-;~~.:.;:r)!J(':'i, ~!~~xic:o, ;\ n:tct• t!e Dk~t:mbrt~ ~h: mil oehocit!trto;-; ocht'llti\ y 

ciuco.-J[ig!Ccl lJtriU·1, S(·tt;ldor prl'Si4h·nh.:.-f'.-d,·v 8rindtc-· Ctl;:;fro, Scnotclor ~c(_at'L"lrio.--Gui!fcr
f/10 clc J.-a1zd:l !I 1·.\-r•mclJH, Svllo•dur iil·CreL:rin. '·' 

Quo la HH.'ndon,Hl:t C•Jll\"CilciOn fu1~ ml-ificada por 111i el dia onee (]!) Ag-0.-,tu tlr;l corricn

to ni•o i 
Qtie el Uit~l. y ocho tle :\[Mzo de mll o~hodcnlw; oehout.a y eir.t:u ftlt~ aproh:Hla por el S~·n:t

do do los l·:st:-ttlo:-;-UuitliJs tic Alll{~·ica; 
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Que cl vcintitres do .]u~io clc csl-c afto, cl propio Scnado do los Esta.dos-Unillos.cle AmCri

ca aprob~.> IJs moJific:tcioncs hcthas por ~1 Sen ado Mexicano en once de Diciembre de mil ocho
ciontos oe-hcnt:~ y cinco; 

Que Ia repctid:l ConY(I:nciOn fnC t'at.iflc~:'l.dil por el Prosidonto de los Estados-Unidos Ue Am~
rica cl dia tlicz cle Julio de! prcscntc afto; 

Y que las ratificaciones. tle Ia prccitath Con\'Ctu-:i~\n fucron cattjc:ulas cl dia tree~ dl'l me~ 

actual; 
Por tnnto 1 mando sc imprima, publiqnc, circulc y se le dC cl dcbido cumplimicnto. 
Palacio del GohiNno federal. MCxico, 2!) de Scptietahro de 18SG.-Porfirio Dicl:_-Al Lie. 

Ignacio Mariscal, SeeretMio de Estado y del despacho de Hclacioncs Extcriorcs." 

Y 1o comunico :\vel. p:ua los fines consiguicntes, profcst:l.ndo]c mi atcnta considerac!On. 

J1f ariscal. 
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SECllCTAilfA DE ESTADO 

DE l)1Tl. ·\ CJ.O'Tfj'S 
\ ~~ J}:;._ J . l\ b 

SECClON DE Al\1i;;!l.!CA. 

El Seiiut· Pr~.sidcntc d~! Ia lte(lltblica sc hll servido dirig.irme cl rlccrcto quo siguc: 

"PORFIRIO DIAZ, Presiclente d2los Estados Uui<los Moxicauos, :\sus h<tbit:~utes, sabed: 

''Que el di<(primero tle :;\far%o tltl .:tfto mil ochocientt) . ..; ochcnt .• ~ y tlltC\'c sc t.:on<.:luyU y fr. 
m6 en Ia dtlllitd rlt; 'Y:'L~hington, por media de los Plenipolcnciarios dchiJal!lcnlc anturiz<1Jo:; nl 
cfecto, una CvnH·ndOn (;nLre los Estados Unidos ~l_cxic;w_~;>'> y los E.-;tado3 Unitlos de AmC:rica, en 
Ia forma y del tt·nor siguientes: 

"La~ E$tados Unidos !\1c~icano:; y los Es· 
tados Unidos (le Ami!rica, descando fadlitilr Ia 
ejecucit}~l ~h: lu.;; prine'tpio:.; conlr~r.ido!i ett el 'l'ra

tado de 12 dt; XoYiC'mhre de !.SS-t y c\'i1:1r lil~ 

dificuiLt<lC.'i Ot~:lsi_on;tt!as <:Otl llloth·o <ie los cam

bi(,.~ que t.icncn Iugar en el caucc tic lo."i l'ios Hra
\"0 del 1\orte )' CoJ]ora<i(J 1 Ctl J:t p;lrle que :-:ir\-Cll 

de liluitc •:nLrc Ia:-: du:; Jtc!)ltiJ!ie;as, han re:'H(•Jio 

concluir un 'l'ral-:ulo (llll~ s;tt.i.:;f.t;;;t f:-tos ohjl:l.l>S 

y han nomln·arlo :lll~ n.:"pee;l i\-,l_,. Plt:nipof-cnc·i;t

rios: 

"EI Prc..-;idcnle de los 1·::-it-olllO!i Unh1os )[o
xiCa.no.s :'i !\(ati;l::i nolllcro, EnYi;lclO E:\1-r;\IJI't!in;\

rio y i\~inistrn l'h:nijlOtcn<:i<trio tic lo~ Esla(!us 
Unitlus Jfexicanof\ cn \,V {t:-:hing-tou; y 

' '---------

11 Thc Unit-ed SI-;>.Les vf)Icxic:o an<i the Ulti
tccl Stal.c:s of Ame-ric:a, ch!.<::iring to fa<;ilitar.~.: t.!lo 

e-:trrying oul of the pl'inciplcs; e;ont.:dtn·d in 1:10 

t.rcal.y of i\orcwbc~r 1'!., 188-l, au(] to aYold 
the (~ilileu\ti,_•:> occa:oiiont.":ll by rc~son of tho chan
ge~ whkh lal,e pl:lcc in 1-hc !ted oflhc Hiu Gran

de an~l Lbotl. of the C~Jicll'atlo riHr, in ti1:1t pttl'-
1 ion I hereof\\ hn; I-hey ~e;·n• ;t:-) ~l hountbry lwt

\\'C'C'n t.hc two Hcpuhlic::-:, k\\·e rt>."'oh·l'd to C011-

clutle -a 1-r<:aly fur t.11c at-Ld!Hlltlll ofthc.·sc ohjecls, 

t\llll ha\'C api'oinlerl r.s tlll·ir fl':'JH·CI-i\'C Pkuipo

lential-il'"': 

li'J'he J'rc:-itit·nl. of t-hC' United St-ales of~[c
:dt:('l, ~.(alias H•>n~c:ro, En\'O.)" J·:xtraonli11ary 1111rl 

)finislcr Plcnipot.cnt.bry uftiJe Lnilt:rl Stales llf 
)fcxi<;o ;tt. \Y:\Shinglnn i aud 
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11 El Presidentr dt• lo::: E:::taf!,t_;; Vrlitlus de 
~\ n1l~rka :'t TltOIJI·a~ F.l~:~yartl, ~e<:rl"fuiu deE:')

fi'tdo Uc lo~ E:.;tndu~ l:nido~ de Arnt!dr:t; 
11 Quicnt·~, clespnt=::: de laalH·r.se mo~trado su~ 

iNI;(·tli\"o):' plcno~ poch·res y l:lltonl!;inc1ulos <:n 

bllC'Il:l y tld~~.l;t fnrnf;t h••n tol!Hnhlo r11 los ar
ticulo~ siguicllft:o.;: 

ARTiCULO I. 

11 Todas Jac; cHft·r~·nciot~ U cue!'lJi,)nes •1ue se 
su~citP.Jl ('II Ll r<~rlt• de Ia fron:t·~-;"1 ~nt.re losE!-:
tados Un!(ios Mt·xic<:~tlos y los. 1'::-lado.' l'1:ido~ 

de ./'\ m~irir·a en (Jilt'. ~irn·n cle lfnl';"t did:-:oria los 
rfos Bl'it\'0 del l\ortc y c(l]OTnt!o, ya ~·t•a (j!lC pro

n·ngt~ll d(.· <tltuatiupr~ 0 U\ll•blo:-: t·n c·l lcdJO Jc 
los rxpre~~~dc~ dc-!oi l :ra \'('del N"tq·fr y Culorar.~o, :-·a 
de obrtt~ que ~e ("OT: .... trnpll! en lo::: nd~1l'.O$i 0 F· de 

cu:!lqn:t•ra otro ll!OiiYo que ;lf~·t:lt :'t Ia JiiH':l fron
tC'i·iza, sc 1'011\t'fer;in al t·xamen y clc~.:i~i611 cie un:l 
Comi::iOn intE.'rnac:inral de limilc>~, Ia <:u;d fi'Pclr:'t 

11 Thc President ofli1e. Unit.ed Sta:c . ..; of A me

rle;,, Thonws F. l:nyarll, f:'c~_;n.:Lt.-y of Stale of 
the Uniltd Stale~ tlf A111critaj 

wwho, :.tflcr having cxhihiLccl their rcspct:

lin: full powl.!r." ttntl h;1Ying fuuntl the same t•> he 
i11 g(l(H1 ;111d <l~1c form, lw.\'13 agrecl~ upou tho 

following artides: 

A RTIC!.I: I. 

11 All difft:n.:ITrc.:: or 'i':<'.o::lions tl•nt may nri~t.: 

~H1 that purtio11 vf rht- frontitr bL:I.\\"l'ct t!HJ UJTi· 
ted ~tall-~ of .Jit·xi<:o <IIHI the United States of 
Ana·ric:a where !he Hiu Grande nnd !he Colo· 
raclt) rivrrs forn1 the boundary linl', whelher 3uch 
diO"t:rt-ncr~ or <)ll<•.~;tipr.::; grow out. of nl:l·ralions 
or ("]:;;cgc.;; in thr. hctl of ;he ~1forc~aicf llio Gran· 

<lr ~nd th<>.t- of the ~•fur~~•ti(l Colora<ln riYer, or of 
\\"Or);;-; that. may hr. consfnH:!ed in SRi<: ri\·ers, or 
of any ot.hcr e;>.n~c ;>,ffccling tbe !Joundary liue, 
::;k:ll he suhmilll·d fc•r l'X:UtliH:\t.ion ancl dcci.sion 

jurislHe:riUn C'xtlm:h·a ~ohre c!idws llifcJ (·nci;1s 6 !nan In!trnat.ion..-.1 Bo1tndury Comn~:~::~on, v:hich 

Cll<'~tionec;. shall hc.n: cx;:lt1:-!Ye jt•ri:.;diction in U.e Ci'.se of 

~aid difl"erenecs or <lue::.fi;jn". 

AeTicu.o II. 

HJ.a ComhiUn internacional de limitl'S sc 

compondr:\ clc 11n CoHii~ioJwdo nomhrath-. po·r cl 
J>rc~identc de lm: Estados Unidns Jl<·xicano:; y 

AJ-:TICLI-: II. 

r:Thc Jntt·rn;\t.ioni'tl noundary Commission 
~hall he eomposed of a Comllli~sioner ~ppoinl<·ll 
by 1-he Pr<:~idcJlt. oft!H' Unil<·d Stalt'~ of .Jicxi-

otro llOlllbratlo prtr t'l l'rt·sillcntc tle los E:-t.ado~ co, :wd of anoth<'r hy the !'resident of the: Uni-
1Jnitli•S d~ .An1l-l"ic:~, wnformc ·:'• ];\...: prf·scripc:o~ te:l Sftttt•.:> llf Atn•:J·ic:L, in act::1)rdauce wit.lt t.ile 
nes {·nnsl-ilt;ciollnk.:; d<' l'<•<la pd .... , dt· un in:;eTtic- co•::-tiluJ.i(lnal prtn<c;ili!J." of ench cot1ntry1 of a. 
ro COil:-:ll!or, nomhr;tdo <'n l:t mi~lll;l f·:rtll<l por Cun~ult.ing E"ngin(.'(!f: appointed in t-he ~:\111(; 

cad a Guhic• no, y de Jo~.; £N:rC't:trio~ C illll;rpre
tes <{Ill: tacla C:nhiernf) c:rra conHniellle ;1g:~·<·g:1.r 
ti ~ll n-~peclint Cum!~ilin. Cn1b G0l,i(•JW) fijar;i. 
Sl'JHnttdarntnlc ]Ps ~~~t·h'r~:-o y t•Hlflltnnt·ll!<JH <le Jo:-; 

Jllh•mbros dl! ~u Cumh:lt5n. 

AwriCUI.O Ill. 

· 11 I.a Co\lli:..:~)n inh•rJI;lcional c~c linlifl-.') no 
poc!d funcionnr sino cn;:ndo r::lu\·icren prr~rn:ts 
lo~ (11ls Cornh.io••:Hlo~·. Hc~iilir:i pH·r:i~otlllC'nfc> en 
Ja fronfrra di.' In!' clns p:1i:-:~·s c~onlra!:!nlrs y ~c 

est.nbli·cl'~·:'• 1·11 Jc1s !ugarC'~ tJlll· rll:"t r11·f<·1lldna:-e; 

prro ~~: t.r;\sLular:i :-h1 dibr:iOll (t ln.'-' lu~an·s t'H 

q11e O(·urr:\/(:u:drptiH:-t d<: 1:1-.: difictd!a1ll's t') Ctii.:S· 

ma1111Cr h:· each Gun·rnment, •~n<l of su<:h Se· 
c.reLnit·;.; nl!d lil!rrprctcrs :T.s cilhN Gon•rnment. 
m;,y see fit to arid In it~ Coi!Hnis~ion. l:i'tdl Go
n:rnlll<'nl- sc-p;~rately shot! I lix the ~;tL:rics :T.JTd 
ClliCJhlln('lll'i or tht: llll'OThcr~ of it:-; Connni.:.;sion. 

A Tt1'1CI,f: lll. 

"The lutt•n:aJi,>nal Bot:ndary Cor.nni:'.s!on 
shall Hoi.lran:-:adany htt::.itll'.:;s unless bot.h Com· 
Jllh:sh•ucrs art·- pn·:-.Pnt. It sh;tll !o;i!. on the fron
lh~r of lhC'- two coJLtr,H:Iing- comTtrics, :T.nd ~hall 
csl;dtli$h it~tlf <tt. ~nc:h pbl·(·;.: a:; it. Jllay lh:rcr· 

min<: IIJ•O:Jj it ~h;dl, howl·\·cr, rcp_a!r lil pLu::l'<; at. 

wlti("h any 0f th.-: diflicnltit·s 9r question:-; mell· 
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t.ione5 rucncionad<i~ en Ia prc.:;~._•utc ConH!IIC.:i.Sn, 
ten lucgo <:omo se lc hag:a Ia noLificaci.Jn co
rrt!spondicn t.c. 

ARTiCULO IV. 

"Cuando, par cauS•lS naturale.:;, ocurriere al
guna altcrad0n en el caucc del rio JjraYO Jd 

Norte, 0 del rio Colorado,_ en Ia parte en que c~
t-os rios sirYen de lin1itc CHirc Ius do~ puiscs, 
que afcctc Ia lint=a cliv!;;ufio.:, ~e nl)!.ifit.:ar:i 1·ste 

hecho par l~t autoridad \(Jcal rcsprcth·;l d0 uno 

U otro !ado al Com!~iot!<tdo rc.-5[)Ctl-iYV clt.: Ia Co
mbiUn intcrnaciun:tl de llruites, Ia <.:ual tenclr:L 
ohligae;i6n, al recibia· C.:>u aviso, dt! Lra.,bttlM:-.C al 
Iugar del canthio 6 CU(•;.;r.iOn; ex:tlllioar:i pt:r:io
nalmeute cl C'amhio indit:ulo, lo rn1nparar;'\ con 

el caucc que scgttia t·l rio aut-c::; d~ qnt! c::>to cam
bio tuvicr~ Iugar, scglin ap;n~.:zc.:a de Ia.;; pl;~i"ros 

rcspcc.:th·l>:l, y dcc.:idini si sc h<l \"crific:.~do por 
avul~i~n 6 corro.<;i6n,· po\r;~ lo:> ef~.:c~11s de los nr

tfculos I y II tic Ia Convs.:nciUn lh: 12 de No

vicmhre de 1SS4, h~u;irn1lo Ia$ anoi;L...:iunes co
rre~poudicnt.c.;; <:n los p!.u10.~; clc Ia lfnea dh·i
soria.. 

· ARTicur.o V. 

"Sicmprc que Ia autoriclJ.(l lor.al <lc cualqnicr 
p11t1to de Ia front.crn entre lfl::! Eslados Uniclo:. 
l\l('xicnno~ y los Est.:l.dr>s Unitlos tlc :\n)~rica, en 

la parl"c en <lne lo:-; rfo:' Bravo y del Norte y Co

lorado ~irrcn de lirwa :i. los clos paf~cs, crcyl'rc 
que ::o c.~L"in con:>lruyclHlo t>lnas en cualqni<:t\\ 
de t:stu~ rio~, tptc scrtn de hs prollihid;~s pur cl 

artfculiJ II£ rle Ia Cor1\"tnci0n do.! 1:? tle XtH·icm
bre de 1 SS!, U pnr cl arl.icnlo V J I del Tralatlo 

de Guadalupe Hidal;;<l, (lc ~ tle Fl'ln·t·ro de JS:J.S, 
lo not.ifltar;i. ;d Cllll~isiOJJatlv rc:->pt·divo Jltlra qnc 
e~te SOIH('ta, dl!~(lC lucg-t), 1·1 puntn :·L 1a Comish)n" 
intl'rnaciol•:d tle Jilnit(",.; y C:-<ta prrH:l'J\:\

1 
crtnfor

me n las pr~:saipdnnc . ..:. dt·l <trl.fuJir, prn:cd•:lltl·, 

{i examinar d ~.:axo y rl~.:ci.\;t ~i l;l ohra cs de las 

permi!.iclas 0 tlt: Ia~ prohibitL\~ pr>r las ~sl.ipul,~
cione~ de :vptcdlos tr::~.l.u.tlos. 

ll 

lioaed in lhi::i CO!l\'C\It.ion lll<l)' .ui ..... c, :tt~ :-:.oon a:>: 
it- sh,dl ha\'C been tluly notific:l tlwr~1Jf. 

AI<TJCLI: IV 

"\Ybt'n, owing t.Q nature\! c:tu.~c.s, nny chan
ge shall take plate in the h(~d or t.hc Ilio Gran
~e. ur_ in t.lut. or t.llc Colura•lu Itivt~r, in that por
tion therc•>f wherein t-hose rh·er:; ftHill the honn
<Ltry line l1et.t\"l.:cu tlw t.wo <.:unntrir:..:., wl1iclt may 

affcetlhc !J,)tll\tlary line, tint ice t>f thaL f<~<::.~holl 
he gin:Ji hy 1-hc pl"tlJHH" J,Jc,d aut.!lr)rities r)ll both 

~iclt's t.u t.hdr rc:o;pct.:t.i\'c C01lllllissio1wr.-. of tl.e 
International Bnuntlary Cuntnli.~sit>n, 011 rcc.:ei
\·in:; which nuti{;c it :)hall be tltc tluly uf t.he said 
Con;tui;-;'"ifJn 1.1) 1\~p;rir 1•1 tl~e \'la~.:c where the 

dwng:e hot.~ hl.;l'll pb~.:t: nr I It~ tJl~e:-Lior: has ari

~cu, "t.u lll<d\l' a pr::r . .:;rJn;\l I:X•tminali.m of such 

changr:, t11 ...:umJ'Ml! it wiLh tit~ bt·d uf Lh~ rh·hr 

a .... it. \\".l'i hcfl~n~ t.he <;itan_:;-e ltH1l.; pLic:c, a.:; .'>h•JWn 
by the. ::>un·eys, anrl lo <lct:irh: whet.IH:t· it. h•~~ 

occtuTctl t.hruugil :L\'ubi,,n vr cru;-;ion, for t.hc 
ctfccL.; of Article I :11111 If of t.ht• CnnYent.ion of 

' No\'cmber 1~, 13S4; h;n·ing <l•JtW thi:::, it shall 
mak,~ :;;til;tl,]e <Hllh.dul.i•Jll:-; un Llll• ~nrn·y:o; of Lhc 
boundary line. 

ARTICLE \'. 

"\YheneHr r.he local ant.horitiL'ii on any point. 
of t.ht~ fr,>1Jt.icr be.twrcn t.lu~ linitt.!cl St.at.cs of ;\[e
xicu anri the Unit.~.:tl Slo\t.e;; of AltlCrica, in that. 

porlir>n ia which ti10 ltio Gr,\lld,~ and lit~ Colo
rad\) Hi,;cr ftHll\ the llOlltllLtry lrdwct-:11 tht.! lwo 
cc•untril':'}, shall thi11l\ that wnrks are hc;ng <:Ott:-i· 

trun.crl, in cit.hcr of t.Lu.st' rin:.rs, gutlt a.;; ;.u.:.· 
pnihihit.cd hy .Article III off.h(.; Con\'C'11Lion 11f 

NovcmhN 12, ISSt, or hy Anide VIT of t-ltC' 
tfl•a l.y of C: nadnlu pc 1 {id:dgn 0f Fchruary 2, 1 S4B, 
tht•y sh;\ll so lhllify t.IJt·ir l"t'~]wtliYc C•ltll!niiiiiio
ncr;-;, in orller t.h;rt.th~.: latr.er m;~y at. one~ :--nbmit 
t.IJl•. malt.cr j(J t.hc Tnrt·rn:tl.io11al Boundary Com
mi..; ... :on, ;uult.hat ~;ll,J Cllltlllli"·'iim tnay pr<•cecri, 
iu :h:<;ordane~ witlt t.hr; pro\"isinn::: of the foi·· 

cgnin~ article. tn examine tlw <::\SI: 1 nnd t.h:tt. it. 
may dcddc whc1.ltt..~r thr: ,\·,)t-1\ is olfllllltg t-he lllllll· 

h('r of t.hu;o;c: -.dtit.:h i\re p~.:rmilwd, or c1f rhosr 
which are prohibited hy the sfipubt.i0ns nf thn~e 1 

treaties. 
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SECHrnAJlfA DE ESTADO 

T Dt:J, Ut:Si'.\CHO 

DE RELAOIONES EXTERIORES. 

SECCION DE: AMEinCA. 

Me.~>ico, 3 de Euero dt! IS!ll. 

}<;J SeiiLlr Pre:>ic~cnto clc ln Rejll.iblica. sc ha fien·ido diriKirme el deere to que :-;igue: 

"PORFIRIO DIAZ, Presidente do los Estados Uuidos Mexic~uo.1, :isus habitantes, sabed: 

11

Que cl dla)>rillll'fO do )[ar%•J tlel at1o mil oc!Jucie••to:; ochcnL.l y nueyr, ~c coneluy,J y fir 
m6 PH ];\ dthiad de \\~oi.:ihingLon, por media d~ los Ple11ipotcneiario:l dobidamcnle ·~utorizado:; a! 
efect.n, una Co!l\"C'tH.:iOn entre lo . ..; Es~ach>'i Unido.s )lexicanp-; y lo~ I•;stados L"nitlO!i de ..:\nu:rica, (JO 

Ia f~.nmn y del 1-cnot· siguicntcs: 

"Lo.'> Estados Unidos Mcxicano:-> y lo::; Es
taclos Unid0s de .AmCrica, dc:)CJ.Illio facilitar b. 
cjecuciOn de lo:> principiO:i contcnidos en el 'l'm

t.ado de 12 dt: Xovi1•-mhrc de lBS-1: y c\·it;u· bs 
dificullades ot•a.si.ouada"> c:ou 111ofi\'O de Jo.\ cam

bio~ que tieuen lug:tr en cl cauco de lo.:; rios Br~. 
vo dt1l Xortc y ColtH;uln, en bt parf(l C[t:c sir\"Clt 

de 1in1ilc '!11Lrc l.ts dl•.') Ht:pt'th:ir..:as, b:\lt r._.st<t•lto 
concluir un Tr-.~Ladu <]tit; s;lti.-:f.t_:;:l e~:ns t)ltjl:f-u.s 

y han nOIIJitr:Hfo S\1.'1 TC:'lJl'cl.h-os Plcoipttf-cr!f'b. 
rios: 

"EI Presiclentc de lv:=; 1-:.-;fados Uniclos ~fc
xicnr{os :i 1{atbs l~omero, Ern·iaclo Ext.rcturdina
rio y Minbtro Plt:niput-cnciario tlc los F:<ilndo~ 
Unhtos ~[t~:-dc;tnos en \\~;bhington j y 

"The Unikd St.atc~ of;\Iexico ;uHi t-he Uni
ted Staffl:) of AmC'ricu, dr~siring to f<u:ilit-at~:: l.l1o 

carryiug o:1t of the JHinciplcs contoined in the 
trcnt.y of NoHmiJcr 121 1881, and to a~·oicl 
thedi11icult.i(•S occ;\.sioltcd by re:l:>uu oft he chan
gt•s which Lrl.:c plncc in I hi.! h(•d oft-he J:itJ Gr;tn

d<' nnd that of L_llt: Colnr:ltlo rh·cr, in f-h<~t jllH

ti\)111hcrcuf whcrr: 1-hey ~(;1"\"l' as a bound;try Lei

\\"t't'll l.hc t.\•;o Hupuhlic.:-:1 lt:t\'l~ r(•soht·d to COil

elude a tr<:aty f•Jr thu ~(Ltitlllll'lil-oft_!Jesc objects, 
and h;n·c ;1ppoiut-l!tl as their n·:-:pt:CI-i\"e Plt·nip<1-
1-cnl-ii1ril·..,: 

"'Thr Pr~ ... ldt·nt of t-hC' U11i1ell St-ate.~ of.He
.\ic0, ?tlatfa~ 1\orncro, J.:n,·oy Extraordinary and' 
:l[ini...:tcr l'tenipot.cnti;uy tJfrltc Urtitcd Htnl-cs of 
MC"xko at. \Yashington; aud 
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"El Prrsirlt'nfc rl(' Ins EstadP'i Cnh1os de 

,~\IHt<rica n Thf!ll::;s F. Jl:ly:tnl, St•-ClTiado de Es· 
trulo <lc los E~UHlus Unillos d!..! ~-\m,~ricn; 

11 Quicut·!', clc~put~~ cb h:thtr;j~ nlll~trado su~ 
r·e~pE'( liY0:'- plene~ poclc•rc•!' y t•utonlr:iudulos {·n 
buena y <h·l~~da folllHli h01n c:onn·nido \'ll los ar

ticulus siguientf•s: 

ARTiCVJ.O I. 

41 Thc l,r<'si<lcnt. of the Unit.cll Stat~s of Am·

r!t::t, Thomas F. lbyanl, Secretary of St:\f-·} f 

tlll' UnitNl State~ tlf .Amcri<;aj 
""'ho

1 
:~ftc~· haYing cxhihitc<l thch· rcspe ·· 

tiH full power:: aml haYing found the same l•) be 
' in good and due form, haYe agreed upon the 

following artkl~s: 

ART!GLI: I. 

' 1 .All diO't::rcncc~ or qnC':;tions tlwt may arJ~c 

_on th.at portiot1 of _th<' fronth·r h~l\~·ccn t.bc urli_
lell f:::t:1tt·:-: cf M<'XH:O :1J1cl tlw Utnted Stall'~ of 

.AnH·riLl wher{' the Hio Grande nncl t-lte C1o
rndo rin•rs form t.lu:~ bL>tinrlary lin(·, wh.<:thcr st t:h 
din·~·rencc~ or qu(·~ti1•t1~ grow out. of nllcr<l:i ItS 

or chnnge;..; in the hr.d nf 1hc ~1forc~aicl Ilia Cra.n

cle and that of the nf,)re:-:;~id Color:~ do riYer, ot of 

worb that. tnily he cOI~~truded in said riY<':·s.~ or 
of :n1y othN can~c nR"t•.c.!.ing t.bc honndnry lir~e, 
slw\1 he snhmitit•d f,,r t•Xa\llin:ttion :nHl fleci.:on 

''Todo!; J:ts c1iferenci01~ 6 cueslioncs que Sl~ 

sus cit en rn la \'art~· de la fnJnf-rra ent-re los F.s
tados U~idos !\Jt·xka11os y \oi-: E:-tndM l'uit1os 
de ;\nl{:rira tn cp~e !-irHn d{~ linea cliYi~Mi<t J,,g 
rio~ Bra YO tltl ~tnlc y C(•\or;H~Cl 1 ya :-('a <J11C pt·o

~·t-ngan d<' nlttrHiGnt>:<: 6 c-nn1Lio~ en <·I I echo tlc 
los expre~~Hll1 ~ 1 ics lh~\YO dtl K urte y Colo1 :-~do 1 )"{I. 

de obr!"ls ()UC ~e c:c·n~truy:-n1 enlof: td!<mos 6 yrt de 

CUI!.l()uit•rn. ut1o motiYO que :~fee:!\':\ \;1 Hnl':l fron 

ter_iz;l, ~e :-onl!'tt·r~J1 a\ t•:<:tlllC'Il y dee: .... iOn de una 
Comisi6n intt:rnational 1le limitr:-; 1 \a t·U:ll ttJlclr:'~ 
jurisd j(:('i6n <'X<: 1 u:- i \'a ~ohrc tlid~tl~ ill f<'rtnci::~s 6 to an lnh·rnal ionnl ]1,)mH1,ny Connnis~ion, w h ch 
ctlesli•Jncs. ~hall have exdusiY('; juri:;clict!on in the crt!S of 

said di!TCr('nccs or <p;<:st-ions. 

AI:TICUT.O II. 
At:TJCLI: Jl. 

''The Jnterni\ti•)nal RtHJnclan· Con111l:~~ion 
~hall be co:11posetl of a Cummis~ioucr appc·iJ ted 
by the President. of the lJnit('d Statl·S of )tlxi

C<.l,. ~nd of anot.hN by the Prr~idrnt CJf th<' t·ni
t.rl' Sta.t.cs of Anu~rica 1 in accorclaJ1ce wit.h the 
Cllll~litntionnl pro\·is\:)IL."' r)t' c.?.clt count.rv >f i\ 

Co11~ult.ing E.llgine·~r, ;1ppolntNl in thcJ '~lunc 
nt:>.nnf'r hy CilCh Go\·('rtltncnf.1 nnd of ~nth IS<.·· 
uctilril'S and ]nteqH·ct(·rs a:-: cit.lll'r GoY<'nHnent 

' ' m:~y ~~t' fit to atl£1 to it;;; Connni::;;ion. 1-.ach Go· 

"La Comi~iOn internaci011al <lc limitcs sc 
compondr:i <le un Comi;;;.iotHHl<l nnmhrado po"r ('\ 

Presi<lcntc de lo~ F~tad0s Unillt1~ )fexic:lnos y 
otro notllhrallo pur el Prl'shlcntc de \0s E::ti\clos 
Unirlus dt~ .Atltt-ric;L, (:onfornu: ·:'t ta~ pr<'-.;criJH:io
ne:-> tllll:<tilncion:d('!> de ca1~:\ paf:.:, dl' 1111 in~e11ie· 
ro COJL<:Hltnl", iwtllhr:ulo ('\l Ia mbnl<l f~:rnltl por 
c:lcla (;ol1icrno

1 
y rle \o!-; scer<·l;triol' C int~rpre

te!> que c:llh Gohicrnn rrea COI1H'Ili{!ttle :1grq;:ar 

fi ~u J"C'!-;JH'C'Ii\·a Cotui;-;i6n. C:H~n G0bicrttO fij;n:i. 
st-p:n:H1an~t·t1H: Jn,; !'\:C'l<!D:' y l·ll!olun~l·lllo!' tlc los n·rnnwnt. H'parat<'ly ~hall fh the ~abri,•s nnd 
micmbrn~ cle lit: Conli!-iit'in. emn}tllll(;llH of th·~ llH·nll•crs of its Conllni:: iun . 

• AHiiCULO JIJ. AHT!CI.>: Ill. 

"La Comi:-iUn inh:rnac.:ional tlc limill·s no ;;The lntt•rn:ltlonal Bnuncbry Comr~1i sion 
~hall no~. tran:-:at.:l 11ny husith'S:-: unl('~S botb Ulll

lllh::-i~·tu:r~ ;tre pn·.-.cnt. ll shall :-~it. on f.hc n,:.n
tier of ll1C two l"Oilt.r•:cting- <:ountrit.-:; 1 an:1 ·h:tll 
<'!-:t:lhli~h it:;clf :1t :ouch pLtci':' a:; it. may clt~t~·r· 
mine upon; it ~hnll, howe\·cr, r('}'<lir to pbJt·~ at. 
whid1 any 0f thr ditiicultit·<; 9r questi<.tns men-

podn\ fiLllCion:l\· :-:ino <;ltilntlu l":<tu\·irr('n }lfl'!'('Tlll·S 
\(1!-: 1lns Cotlli...:io1;;ttlo~. Hcsidir:"i p:·rr·i.~:nncntc: C'n 

In frcl!Ltf•ra lle lo.'-' cl"s p<"~i::c·~ cnTLir;d:Jlll<'~ y ~c 
estahll'c:rr:'l f'n \M !n;:>cn's ljlll' l'lb tlt-ferntinare; 

prro St! t.r:~~l:11br:i. si11 t!ibtit'm :i In<> \ug:trt·s t~n 
qnr. ntnrr:J. <'ll:lllptirr:~ cl1· Lt::; tlilicn\t;Jtlc..: U rt:l·~-

' I 
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I 
) 
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t.ionc:-; mencionaJ~lS en la pre:wnte Cvn\·end0n
1 

t:ln .luego como sc lc haga Ia notificatiOn co
rrtJ~pondicnte. 

ARTiCULO IV. 

''Cun.ndu, par caus:~.s nal.uralcs, ocnrrierc al
gn~a n.llcntdOn en el caucc del rfo Bra\'0 lid 

Norte, 6 del rio Colorado,_ en Ia parte en ~iltC cs
tos rios sin-en de l1111ite entre lo:; dos paf~es, 

quo afccte Ia lln~::a di\"boria, sc notilll:ar:i. t·ste 
hecho par lot autoridatl lu(:a\ rcspce;tinl de tulo 
U otro \ado al Con:ision:ulo rc~pcet i\·u de Ia Cu
misi6n intcrnacional de lituites, Ia cnal fcndr:i. 
ohligaci6n, ill rec.ibir esc <.\\"i;-)0

1 
de tra .... daJMsc al 

Iugar del ca.mhio U cnt•st.iOn j cxa1nin:~.rii. pl·r.so
nalmcnt.c cl eamhio indil:n.do, lo Clllll{!M<tr;i <·on 
cl cancc que scgtli<tt•l ri•> ant.es d~.: q11e :.::>lc cam
bia tm·iet\~ Iugar, scgltn aparc7.ca de \o,;; pl<U)O~ 
respecth·,)s, y decidirii si sc l:a n:rillcado p•Jr 
avulsiOn 6 corr•).<dOu, pan.l los cft.:Ct~>s de los ar

tfculos I y IT de Ia Conv!.!ntiOn de 12 Je ~o-

11 

tioncJ in this cou\·cntif)n lll<LY a.ri.-.;c, a::~ ~oon a:-; 
it. ~hall have been duly notifictl thereof. 

.ARTICI.>: IV. 

11 \Ybl.'n 1 owing 1-o natnr<.ll can:-;c.s, any chan
g~ :-hall Like pliu:e in the !Jed of the Hio Gr<\11· 

de or, in thar. or t.h~ Colorado lli\·cr, il~ lit at par
lion thercuf wltertdn lhu.""il.! rh·cr~ form the houn. 
dary line het.wet·.n the two Clnllltric .... , whit:lt may 
affect the b•Jnntbry line, notice of that factilhal\ 
he gi\'~n hy lite proper loc;d J.ut.lwrities on hoilt 
side!-i ft) their rcspct:l.i\'e ConHllb.-;ioners of tit~ 
lnternational BI)IIIHlary Cunlllll~sinn, on rccei
\"ing- which notiCe it.~ball be the dnt.y of the Silid 
Cou;mis:iilm tn repair 1•1 the place where the 
cha11gc h:t.-; t.al\L1JI pLltC or t.hc lJth.::)tiun has ari
~Ptl1 to m:d;e <\ pcnollll c:xallliiLat.iou of ~uclt 

~.:hang•:, to cu:ltparc it wit.h the Lvrl of till~ rh:er 
i.l~ it \\",b hefurl! r.hn <.:ha11ge totd~ pl<.tcc, a:-; sh·JWII 
hy tlll· ~nn·cp:, and to <lc(;idc whether it ha:-:; 

vicmLre de ISS4, hacil'mlo 1;~.:: anot.<tciunc<; co- occt:rrl'd t.hrough a\·ttlsion or erusi•)]J, fur t.he 
rre.spondiente:-; en los pianos de Ia linea llivi- etfcct.-; of Article I :-.nd II of t-ht'. Conn.!ntion of 
soria. No\·ember lZ, lSS~; having dont: :.his, it shall 

. ARTicULO V. 

"Sicmpre qn<~ Ia nul•>rid:ulloca\ do cualquitr 
ptmto cle Ia. fr,)utem cntro J_ns Estacl•)!-; Uuidr)S 

Mexicnno~ y }t)~ I·~~tados {j niclo.s de .:\m.Srica, en 
In 1mrtc cu que los ri•)S l3ra\'O y del Norte y Co
lorado :.;irn:n dt~ linea :\ los do::; pai~es, Crt!ycre 
que so c::;t,\n con:::;truycndo ohras en ttwlqniera. 
de esl<1~ rio'i, <j:tC scan de l:ts prohihill.ts por el 
artfcu],, Ill de l<l Con\·l'nciUn d!.! 1::! de ~0\'it~lll
brc de lSS~, ti pl)r el ,'\rliculu VII tlel Tr,,t;tdn 
de Guadalllp(' llhlat;;•l 1 clc ~de Fchn.H"t) <lc lS,IS, 
Io not-ificar:\ a.l Colllisi1>1•atl•> rcsp~.;.c.;ti\'.-, p.u-a qne 
Ciilc sonll'fa, dt· . ..:dc lucgo, r:l puntn :ill'. (.;umisi611. 

inte•·n;H;ion;ll lh: li11:it.L-s y Csl<l pr,>cetb, confor

mo ;\In!: pn:;;u:pci,>lll':-i tkl art.iculu pr•;e~do..:llll', 

~ ('.'t:tminar ('1 easo y d1~ciol;~ si Ia nhra cs de las 
permit.idus 0 dt• Ja..;. prohil1illas por lail e~t.ipula
cioncs de Wl.tll'll,)s trat.:ulo:<. 

make suitable nnnur.a.riuns on th(' :'urn:ys of the 
boun<l<try line . 

AltT[CLE v. 

H'Yhenevcr t.hc local authorities 011 any poi11t. 
of t.ltr. frvnth·•· between t.he C"nitc<l States of ~le
xica and the United Sr.atcil of Amorica, in tha.l. 
por:.ion in which the n .. io Grotndc and thr Colo
radu fl:i\'.Cr form the hountlary hctween the lwu 
count ric~. shall think that. work~ arc being- Cfln:-;
trul'f.ecl, in cit.hcr of t.hose ril·c1·s, s.uch <l<; are 

prohibited hy Article Ill oft.ht.: CnnYrut.ion 1)f 

?\ovcmhrr 12, 1SS4, or hy .-\rtidc Yll nf t.lit• 

t.r(':\ t.y of G u:vlal upc H itlal;;•> of FcJ, ruary ? , I ~.tS, 
t.h~·y sh;d\ ~0 1101ify t.IH·ir rt~~l't'r:tin; Cnmnti . ...;sio
nt.:r", in ortl<·r that. th~ l;tf.tr:r 1nay at. one,-._ :'ttiJmit 
f.IJl· ntatLer to t.hc IntL:rn:tfi0n;tl J~ound;try Co.Hll· 

missi<J:I,_ <lll(l that~aid Cont111i .... sion may proceed, 
in ru;~.:nrdancc wit-h the pnl\·isinns of tile for
<'going arti<.:le, tn ex<tutine t.hc ca~e, and th:tt. it 
may decide wlH!I.hcr llH! ,~·;wk is am .. ng t.lte nnm
her of t.lw:-:r! ·,,~hich an~ )'t.'rtllitT.<·tl, or of tho~C' 
whic:h arc prohibited hy the :.;tipnLttion~ oflhl):-oe 
treatit::'. 



I. 
''La CQmi~iOn podr:i .o.:m:prnrler provisional-

11\enU· L~ r.onstrncci,Jn ·h· l:ts 0br:ts en cne~l-it.in, 

mientras sc c:-::mlina·et a!',~nto, y sino '5C pusic· 
rc rlc acucrdo :;ohrc l'.'-'IC punt•J sc Sll:-:pcndedn 
las ohras :i pditiOn cle uno de lo~ do!' Cohi~:nw<.:. 

Al<Ticur.o VI. 

11 En (;Ualqnicra de e::;:os ca:-ws, Ia Comi::;hJn 
hn.r:~ nn rxatncn per!->flnal ch:l asunto f[UC mot.i
vare el c;\mhio, ctlc<'t.i0H 6 qHeja, y dar:'t su fallo 
respecto del mistno, para lo curt\ c,h~t:rY<H;i. lo:-; 
reqnisito:; que c!:taidc·7.c<L \111 rq;l:\mento forma. 
do p{lr Ia misma CDmbitJu y apruhado por los do~ 
Gobicrnos. 

ARTiCHO VII. 

': l..a Comi~l6n.intern;1cional de limit-es ft•n
drll facuiLHl d~.: peclir documcntos C infornws, y 

Ius antorilladcs de cart~ utw clc los do . .; pai:'CS 

tendr:ln el dcbcr <lC' en\'iarlcs c:ttalt•:>qlii<'l'<~ <lo
c.nment-os que ell:-. les. pida rt>f·~rt·nl-~.:s :\ Cl:alqllic
rn eue~ti6n de litnit-cs t•n que te1;ga jnri~dicci6n 
conformc fl. esta ConHnei6n. 

'' L:\ misma C0mi:>i6n tcnclr~ facul!n.cl de ci
tar a.· los tcs.tigo!-i c~ny;!s rleclaraciones crcn con
venient"' to111ar, y h-; pers•.liJ:ts citadas tendrin 
et ilrh~r de comparccer ~ntc b. misn1a y de clar 
~us deelara,:ione~, las en;dcs sc tom:tdn de con
formidacl cou las !eyes y rrglamento~ que ado pte 
1a Comisi6n y aprncbPn amboc;; Goh!crnos. En 
caso de que algUn i.L·stigo s~ rehnsc :i. eomparc
cer, :se lo obligad. :'L clln, u~anclo ;\] efccto Ia 
CombiOn ch~ lo:'i misllhlS ou-hitrioS <pte tr.ng-:111 los 

trihuunle::: del pais respccfiYO pnra h;~ccr com
parecer tcstigfl~, rlc aruerclo con ~us 1'1'-"Pl'cth·:l~ 
I eye~. 

Ar.Tirno v Ill. 

"Si nmhos r.omi:donn.do~ e~t-u \'icrcn de <H.:UC'r

do.cn una re;;oluci6n, ~ll fallo se con~iderar~ obli
gntMi~) par;\ :tlnllo.') Gohicrnn~. ti. 110 ;;.er 'JIIC al
guno de ellos Jo cl~s~\proh:1re dc11t-ro dt: un me.-:, 
co11tad•) dcsclt• ('[ tlh I'll 'llll' se pronunr:ie. En 
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a The Commission may provisi•Jnnll · susptnd 
tltt~ corJst.n:ct.inn nf Uw wor\.;s in qnc ·tion pen

ding tlw innstigatinn of tho matter ;\lld if it 
•;hall fail to a;;rec on t.his point, f.he \\ rks s\i;dl 
ho ,;u<:pcnticd, nt the inst.;m,;e of one r the two 
Go\'CrnHH:n ts. 

ARTlCLE Yl. 

"In cit.her of these (:ases, the C9mmi~~don 
shall make a per.--onal cx:t.minat.ion oft he nl:tlter 

I 
wh:ch occasions the: eh:tllge, the <ptestl·on or the 
con1plnint., nud st•:t\1 gi\·e it:-; dcd!->ion 11 regard. 
to t.hc same, in doing which it shod\ CJtlply ,·.-ith 
thC requirement-s cst1hlbhrd by n bgd ·of reg-u
lat-ions to he prepared hy t-he said C nnni:-;sion 
and apprvved by IJoth Gorernments. 

A RTJC!.f; v IJ. 

"'l'he Intcmat-ional ]louud;!r)• C 1nnui~sion 
shall ban~: power to call f•lr papers fnrl infor

mat-ion, and it- shall h1; the cluty L•ft.l1e irtiJOritiCS 
of ea<;h of 1-hc two co~mtric~ to ~cnCl i any pa· 
per::. tlt~t- it. may c;\ll f,.:,., rcl,~ting ro 1y hontl
dary qucst.ion in whic:h it nw.y ha\'e ju ·isdiction 
in pursnancC' of t-his Con Yen lion. 

"Ttle said Commi;;sion shall haxe blower to 
summon any wit-111·~-'iL:~ v.-lw.::.e tcst-illl·)tly it may 

thin\,; prop~:r to Ltl;e, and it shall he ~he duty 
of all .pel"sons lhus ~tlmmotH·rl to appe r before 
thl' sam(' atul to gh·e t-heir !('s[imony, \\·I ic:h shall 
he taken iu accorclauce wit-h ~uch h\'-laws nnd 
rcgu ht ions as 111 ay be ~dopl.c:rl hy the Co~nnission 

I 
atld appnlYed hy hoth Go\·ernmcnt-s. II case of 
t.he n·f,;:-:al uf a wit-nr:)s to ;tppC:ar, l:c shall he 
compellt'll to (lo so, ;mrl to 1his Clld t te Com
mi:.;<.:ion lll<~Y make~~~~ of the ~amc·m ;tns th:-~t 

t~tC' us:t:d hy t-he COltrt.s of the rc~pecl-i~·e· coun
t.rics to compel the :tUL'lllbncc of wit1\esses1 in 
conformit.y with t-heir rC':-pecli\'t' laws. 

A laiC!.>: V f II . 

• 
11 If holh CommissionNs shall agr~ ton cl£'

cision, their judgmt·n.t shall IJe cou:-id rcrt bin
dine- npPn ho!h f:on•rnmf:'nl.s, twl~:.')~ nn of them 
!-!hall c!i~approYe il- wit-hln one mon~h ecl<flncd 
from t.llc d;\)' on wldeh it !-<h:t.ll h;\\'C ccn pro-

e~te Ult-imo ca~o a mhos C:obicrnos ~c <l\"Ocar:in d nounct·tl. In 1-bc btt.cr ca<.:{'1 bl)t.h Gor rnmr.nts 

tonocimicnro del n. ... nnto y !(I dccidir:in amistn- ~hall takr eognizan('e of the maltur, <~;nd shall 

( 
( 
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( 
( 

\ 
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samcnte en l:\ fonn<"L t'p:r. ks paredt.·r~justilicada 
y conYenicntc, tcnicndo ~:cn1prr prcscutc Ia t:!'· 

tipul:\ciOn del artit..:ul•> XX\. del Trat:ulu de Glta
dalu~t: 1lidalg:Q

1 
(lc 2 tic. _l\brcro clc lS·IS. 

II Otro t.ant•l ~!I(;Cl!Cr;t CII<!IIIIO lt•S c\lllli:·dr,.na

dos no Stl JnJn:;~:n th: :t<.:tlcrt!c, n:::=prcto llt.!l pun
t.o que m0li\·a Ia Cttcst-iUll, fJI10j:l. 6 carlllJh>, ttl 

cuyo caso cad:\. Cl>llii."'k'n;vlll forn1ular.'i. un dict.a
men por <'scrito que prcscntar:i :\ .sn re:-~~cctiro 
Gohicrno. 

ARTiCULO I X. 

0 La prcscntc ConYt.:tH.:iUn st.•r;i. ratificada par 

atuh:!..-.; parh:.-:~ clc ac:uerclo co11 su~ n'spt-r.t.ivos 
pror:t.~t!inJicuto" (;onst.ituc!onalcs, y Ius rarifica
ciones se canjc.~r:in t:n \Y,\shingtvn tan pronto 
como fncrc posihlr. 

n En tcstimo11io dt! lo cual, los Ph:nipol.cn· 
ciarios infrn~;crito~ Ia han tirmaclo y sc:llndo. 

"llecha por <lnplicado e11·la ciucLul de \V(l;;. 
hingt.on 1 rn las lcnguaii csp<\liola t'; ingle.s;L, cl 
d{a pri:ltl'ro cle ~brzo clc mil ochuc.:icnlu~ oehe:n. 
ta y nu:~\·t>. 

( L. S.) }t'innarlo: JI. Rf)mcro. 

( L. S.) Fit"tllado: 1'. P. llay·,rd. 
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dL·ddc it. amitahly, hearing cun~t;udly in tuittd1 
1-ltc slipubtiun of .:\rtit.:h.: XXI of Lhc trca:y .)~ 

Guadalupe Hit1algo uf Ft:lmtary ~~ 18-IS. 
"The Sitnu.•:-;hull be !lit:: C<L-'>l! '.dJE:n tbc Cun

mis!onl·r:; shall faillu agrl·-c eOtlt:Crllin:; 1-ht.: point 
whkh <JC:c;\sions tltc fptc:-:!ion, t.he t.:tlmpbint. t)r 

the chcu1gc, in whkh case. each Co1nmlssiuuor 

shall prep;m.' a reptH'I., in writ-illg, \Yhich he sll:tll 
,lay before his Govcrnm('nt-. 

AI:TJCU: IX. 

"This Com·cnt-iun ;-;h;lll l~t.! l'<'tt.iflcd hy bot.h 
parties, in accontlllcr. wi:-h the pro,·ision~ o 
their re:>:pectiw constif-tttion::;, •~nd !he rat.itit~t.
ions t-hereof shalll;e cx~hilngcJ ;>..t 'Va~hingtl•n 
as ~peeclily ;Js po:;::;iLh~. 

"In tr~1 imony '':hcrt.!vf the untlcrsigllcd Pic 
nipolet~li:tri(:::; ha,·c ~ignrd and ::.calcd it. 

"Done in duplicate in the City of \Yas
hington, in the Spuni:lit and Eu;;lbh lo.ngu;~ges, 
011 the 1st. day of )[arch one; tltuus;uul eigh 
lnlttdrctl an.t dght-y nine. 

( L. S.} Firmadtl: il[, HoHrcro. 

( L. S.) Firma do: 1". F. lli<y<ml. 

"Q.uc Ia prc~C'ttto Connnt.:iOn fu~ aprobadn. por b C:"\:naro\ de Senadorcs dr. }I)S J:stadtJS 
Unidos Mcxicanos cl dia. vcintiochu de ~(ayo dd aiio mil ochoo.:icnto::; ochcata y nue,·e; 

11 Quc tamhi!!n ~ue apro\,atla por cl Scu:tdo de los E,.;!.:ulo.s Unicl~~ de AmCricn cl.dfa. sicte 
de ?.fayo del nf10 mil ochocknto:. noYC\Jt-a, con Ia. siguicttte mo~iticaciUn, que dcbcr:i considerarsc 
ngregadt\ al final del ar_ticulo 110\'Cno: 

"y pennancccril en "igor por un pt~r{ndt> de cin- lfalld ~hall he in force from the dille of th 
co aitvs, CrH•b<lo . ..: dt•srie Ia fecha. del c::wjt~ (le r·a- ex L: han gc 0f rat-ifu.:;\til)n fl)r i\ pcrivtl nf fi•; 

t-ificaciOJWS." years. n · 

•'Que rd Scnarin de Jo;.; L·:~:LHlns Unhl•>s ~Iexicano~ ;1pr0hti kt llhllliAcaci0n que precede con 

fecha cal-urcc de Oct-tthre Ult-imo; 

. '' Qut~ dit:ha Conn;nei6n cnn Ia lll(l!lificaciOn prcin~erta fu,; ~a.tiricada pM mi C'l ilia tn::int1 yl 
11n0 t~el prtlpin me.'\ 1h: Oct.ubrc; 

"Qtu•, igualmt'tlfe, fnC ratifh:;ul.L pt)r r.l PresiJcnt.e de h>s E•tados Unid(•"i de .-\.nu.::ricn el dfa. 
st•i:' t1C Di<,iculht:t,; prO~imo pasa•lo; 

'' Y qHt! la~ rat.ifir-acionc . .- fuel'L'll canjca<l<\<; d dia n•int-icua~ro tlt.:l mi~mo Ill C.<;; 

"Pur tall!~), 1t1an1lo ~~· illli'rima~ pnldil"}toe, circule- y :-;c le c],~ cl dcbitlo Cttmplimicnt-o. 

"Palacio fctlcral nc )fCxico, a :3 de En em 1\c 1 'I~JI.- Porfiri;l J)!rt ~ ...,.... :\1 ::;r Lie.:. D. Jgn:~-
cio Jlari...:cal, Secrd-ario de l·>.:.r.ad11 y tlc\ Dt:..:pacht) de Hcl.l.:;il)ne5 F:'<teriore~. ~' 

Y lo comunic•J ;\Yd. para lo:. rfctt.os C0rrcspundicnt-c~, rcno~:i.nd•)lc 111i at.enta con~idt!;';tCit)n. 

jjf ariscct,l. 
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REG LA MENTO 

or. r.1. 

COi\iiSION INTEI\NACIONAL DE LIMITES 
APROBADO POR AMBOS GOBIERNOS. 

l~rglomcnto de l(t ComisiOn JntcnurcioiUd Jc limi
tes entre los .l<.':>tados Uniclos ~1!cxicau·Js !J los 
Estados Unidos de Amiric~,, 1Jrgrmi.;f1.dtt COli· 

forme cl la Convcnd01Jde 1? clc Jlar.;"V de 1889, 
y form ado eu cump!imicnto t7e los articulos l'l 
y VII de eUcha Com;ci1Ci6n. 

A I<TICULO l. 

' 

Rules (/llcl rcgtrlaliOIIS tif tire [Jdcnwtional JJowz
d·o·} Canuuission, betu;ccn the l]uifcrl Stat.~s 

of .tl mcriC(L Mid the United 1JI~.r.icr.n Stales, 
organ!:cd -wuler the Com:ention of iJfarch 1st., 

lSSD, as n:qHirc:cl b!f articles l'I aml Vii r>f 
that Conre11tiou. 

AHTICJ,f: l. 

Ni los lngcniero:; ni los Secrct.ario:-5 ten<k'in Neither the Engineers nor t-he Secretaries 
dcrccho de YOt-ar en ningiin asunto que sc dis- sh;dl ha\·e the right to H•tP. on any quc::;tion at 
Cllln; pero lu;;; Ingeniero~ pn .. \Sl·ntar;in n·rbalmc:n- i~.suc, but the Engineer:-:, wh~n rC(JUCStc:d by 
tc 6 por c:;crit-o, cu;nP.lo sean n::qucrh!(Js por Stl:-i tht:ir re.-;pe<.:li,·c ConLnds:>iiJln~rs, shail fnruish auy 
re~peethos Cotnisit)ll<Hio~ jr:f,)rmc:. tJ mcmori;LS infurt:Lation or report, c.:thcr vcrbotlly o:· in wri:-
refen•ni('S ;\ Jos ~l:it\lltll;'; (LILe :'C di.iC:tlt:!.l11 )' t:iUS 

in forme~ 0 memori;::; sc incorporo.1ro'tn en la att;.\ 1 

sumari:10 dt:lalhuLuncnr..... Cuand•l Ia:: memoria:; 
scan muy (:XIl'll::iils ci conLpn:uthn tlt:tpilS y pla
no . ..:, sc prc.'>entar;in p11r clnplicaik) p;~ra archiYar
:-;c y ~(' l1i\r:'L Jtl•~neh'in tlc ell~1s 1;11 d a~la 1 poni..:n
dosc (~ Ja lllCIHOrh~ C] n(J\lH.'l'•) (JllC Clil"l'l'.SJ)(ll)(h td 

nsunto i~ que :;e roficr~. 

A J:l'iCGJ.O II. 

La C•)llli . ..c:.!lllt ;\(ixta liC\':lr:\ L;.ll libt'<J de :tcta~ 
par dtlpllc;t<lo1 c:::crit;l:.; l:ll espaf~tJ: y t·n in~l0..:, co
rrl'~pondicnrltl nn t'}'tllplar a tatb Comisiouaclo: 

---------- -----·-

ing rl'g':lrclillg any qu.:st-ivn at is::;uc, ,;;hich re
port-:> :;hall he recorded in t-he journa1 1 eithl!t" 
briefly or in dct.nil. Hut wllt'rc thdr rtports arc 

lt•O exter.dccl llr compri;:;e nwps and plo\11S1 !ltr>y 
will he subn1il-t.cd in dupliea!l; f,Jr filing anrl rc
fcn;nn· in the j<,Hrnal; in \';hic!t t:-tSl: lhl: rcp():t 

:-;hall h<·at the number of the ca~c io whic-h it. 
rcf,:rs. 

,\J(1'1CLI: I I. 

Tit\~ .J,Jillt- Colll:ni!i:.:ion ~hall l.;ccp ;t jvmr.al 

of ;\1[ i:.~ pr•)CCC·t\ing:-' in tlnp\i<.:;de (Oill! CO(')' for 

t'..tlh CI)IIHnl..:.~;·)ll), OltC copy in IJotlt EngJi ... h and 
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y 1.:>~ pro<.:ctli1nkn!os de cn•Lt n:Htll•JH U :;;csiUn 
sor;i.n dcLi.JaniCI\t.c firmado:s po:· anllJU$ Conlisio
nados y certificadtls par sus Secrctario . .:, cor.ser
\'audo carla Secreta rio uno tlc los dos cjempbres 
de las. act-as 

AI<TiCCLO Ill. 

16 

Spanbh, ••ud thr JWOC('('(lin;;."' of each n crling
or M:~siou ;:;h;dl be duly signed hy liot.h r,Oill· 

missj,Jncrg and altc~tcd by their SL•cr tnriL·S, 
eat:h Secretary l•ccpiug one of t-!:c two jo ~rnal:i. 

AI<TICI.f: Ill. 

El act-a contr.ntlr:~ tcnlu lo que fucrc cscncial Thu re-cord shall cml>r<~.c-c crorything: male-
quo ocurrot en each reuniOn. rhd t-hat o<:cur:-; at each meeting. 

ARTiCULO IV. AP.TICLI: IV. 

J.Jil re:3oluci6n dcflnit.iva en cada ca~o sc ex. 
t-cn(led por tluplicaclo en atnkl."- lengua:o> y sci·;\ 
debid;.tmcntc firmallJ. por a mho::; C•lrui::;!onado.'-1 y 

certifh;ada por s;u.:; Sccrctarios clchieudo cn\·iar
so una co pia. n cad a Gohicmo tlc!1tro de trcs dias 
dc.i>puC~ de firn1ado\. 

AJ:TiCULO V. 

Lo~ nsnnto.;; SP pro~ont.ar;~n alttmntivanH~ntt.: 

Tbe final dccbion in C;lch case ~It all !, rnn.do 
iu duplkatc and iti hath l<ul:;ut'.ges1 dul:: igned 
by both Commi.ssi0IH:r::; and att•:sletl by their 
Secretaries, one r.opy to be forwarded to eac-h 
Go\'ct·nmcnt wit-hin tlJrCc days after sign 1g. 

Aimcu: v. 

Tho ca:;cs will be prc.,:cnte1l altcrunt ly by 
por amhos Comhionado,:;, cxc~:-ptuando ol ca!->o en both Co:11mis.-;ioncr:.; cxC('pt when one si< only 
que solnmente uno I eng-a a~untos que somcter. has cases to su.hmit. 

Anicno vr. 

Si cl cx:uncn que hngnn los Comis;ion:~.do.;; 6 
los Ingenioros no !-:C con:-;.idera:-c suficientu p;tra 
aclopl-ar una rcso\uciOn ndecuada, los Comi:-do
nados podr;ln pedir pruuhns tc.,tinJOnialc~ 0 do
cument.alc~,_ fijandt1 en cada ca.so el tiempo sufi. 
cientc, para lo cual tomnr;~n en con!-:idcrac.:iOn Ia 
distam;ia. 

ARTiCcLO VII. 

AI!TICLI: VI. 

If the examination made by t\11~ Comil'li-'i3iO· 
ners or by t-he Engineet"s, L~ n0t t;Ousidcre 1 .-mf
fident to como to an in(t.dlig(:nl. dccb:iio1, the 
Commi.-;.:;inHt•r.-; lll:ty a.-;1-; tt~-"limoni;d or dt~c lllCll· 

t-ary e\'idcace, a.ppoint.:ng ~UfllCiCIJL t.i:llC j each 
ca;o;c, 1-aldng di~lancc into cunsidct":ttion. 

AJ:TICI.E \'I r. 

La-.; dccl:lr;\cioncs de te~tig•Js St1 tomar:in ton- The tcslin1ony of willte.-~~es :;il:tll he tnkcn 
f{lfJHC :i. Ia~ \eyes de sus rc~pcctiYos pdscs. acc0r<lingtot.he b.·.\·:-oftb·irrt:-"i{H':.::i\·t.:cou trit..::-.. 

AJ:TiCUI.O \'Ill. 

Los tesLigos podr:in ser rxam in ados no s•.ilo 
par c.l Combion;~do 1p1c los ptT:.:.rntc, ~ino pur cl 
OlN, suLt·c todo$ lo:-; punt•J-' relat•;tlnados COil t;na 

in,·esLigaci•jn genL•ral. 

AI<TICI.>: Vlll. 

The wit.Jh.':i::i may he examilll'd noi. only y Ll1c 
Co:IJHli:l,iuncr wh·J Uriug--.; him, but by rb" olltcr 
011<.· on all lll;\i.!crs pcrt-in(;nt to the gl'IH.:~al 'n,·cs· 
tigatiun. 

i 
I 
\ 

1"1 G'· 
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ARTiCULO IX 

Las dl'-clar<ttiont·8 tll' lo::- h.:~lign~ s;: in{:Of(JO·· 

rur(~n en el ac:l-a del elL! en q••c f,~~·•t·n t•xan•ina
do:-;1 :m:>cint-a ri dctallad;~nH.:nfc, :Ol·gUu It• cll'::va

re (.'llodquicra clc lo." Conlisit•na<ln~, t'llllfunno al 

articulo I II de cstc H(>gl;tua:tdtJ. 

ARTiCULO X. 

En catla casO en que !'C l!tt<'nni••t! que t·l riu 
.cc hR separado tlc Ia \'cnla(h:ra li1wa dh·i:<~>ria, 

~t" lllarcarfln COli lllotllllltl'ni.!)S a(h:euarlns para 

identificar Ia t•xpn•s:t.d<t liul'-<~ ltJ-"' du:-< punlosdl! sc· 
parucit)n y un nUmr.r" ~ufidcnltt dl' puntos inter

lnedios. 

ARTiCULO XI. 

LR:i nnuladoncS qn(\ .'e h;•g<tl• t'tl lo~ ltiotp<t~, 
confurnlc al art.it.:ulo 1 \' t\(' Ia Cu11n.·ru.:i6n ch: 1 ~ 
de :Marw lh! I SS~J, scr;in nuturizada:-> pur lo:-; Uo

tni:sionado:; de Ius <los pai:<t·~ 

AttTiCULO XI I. 

De.,pt:(>:\ lit· aJ,robaclr; t•stc rt·-gl;ll\ll'nlu pClr 

t\lllhn:-l Goldt·n~t•:-:, Ius Cumi.·-ion11dn:; uotific;troiu ;i 

las antoridade:- locrile~ corrcs,.on<lit·IJt~:s de sus 
respt·cl-inl." p:d·.,l·~, Ia organiz:u..:i611 de Ia Cumi

tii61L )' JlalU;:tr:in ~u al~lld{in lmd;t lvs art-h.:ulos 

I\' y \'de Ia Convt•nciOn de 1? Jc i\Tari'.O de ltiS9. 

ARTICJ.t: IX 

The 1'\'ith·ncu furui:-;hed hy tl1c w:tl•{'~~r:

~hall hr• indudC'd in !he j•lllrnal of tile day 111• 

wldc:h they an· t-Xallli11ccl, hrid\y or in Ut:l-;dl, if 
t•it ht·r .,f tlw Commi-. . ..:iotH·r:-: :-:o dt·sir<'. :H·t:nnlin~ 

tu 1\rtidc liT nf thc:<t· rq;ulatiun:i. 

AlfrlCLL: X. 
' 

I nt-~l'h cast·, \',.·hrrc it ~hall ht• rlclt·rminc.d :.ho~t 
!.h•~ rinr ha~ ~cJ•aratcd from the true bounrbry 

lilw, the l\\·n points of!>cparati••n aud a snnic:icnt 

1\llllllJt~r of illlt.:rlllt.:diatc JWint~ :--h;:ll he tuarhd 

hy suit;,ldt· munumcnt.s tn idL·ntify :--aid houn.bry 

li lll'. 

Ai<TJCL>: XJ. 

The <llltiOfat.ion:-- ull tht• maps ns itulit-;.tlcll i't 

Art.it.;k IV of the Conn~utivn of ~[arch h;t., IS~£'-, 

shnll hl' aulhorizNl by th~ Ccllllnd:-csiotu!rg c-f 

h••lh \:OUIItfit-S. 

AI!T!CI.E XII. 

After approval •Jf tbc:w r .. gul;diun~ hy hot.'t 

Gonrnmcnt~, thL• Commi:;~itHH.:rs ~lmll IH,t.ify 
th~ proper lul'al aut.hvril-ic~ of tht:ir rL::-pcet.in• 

nation.;;., of t.hu orgauization (If the Oomtnis~ior._. 

t:alli11g t.h(•ir at.lettt.ir)H f.l) .\rt.i~..:h•s 1 V iliHI V ,,f 

Lite C:oll\'l'ntiun 0f ).lardt ht, 18~D 

-- ·---- ----:;...t.J-4~--



~I E.\ICO--con D,\RY. 

CO::!SfVENTION 

HIE U?\'ITE.D STATES OF .\:\IEI(JCA .-\:\0 THE 
UNJTED STATES OF \IEXICO. 

TO FACILITATE THE CARRYING OUT OF THE PRINCIPLES 
CONTAINED IN THE TREATY OF NOVEMBER 12, 1884, AND 
TO AVOID THE DIFF!CUL TIES OCCASIONED 9Y REASON OF 
THE CHANGES WHICH TAKE PLACE IN THE BEDS OF THE 
RIO GRANDE AND COLORADO RIVERS. 

Signt:JI tlf J.Vaslti.-,gton .A-far,-!t 1. ItS'S9. 
Ratijicat.:(//l adtiJ.ud Afay i· 1890. 

Ratifitd ~J' llh· Prtsia'cm of Afr.xit(' Octobtr 31, 1889. 
Ratiji,·d l~l' the Prcsidtnl of the Ul'il~.! Stales Dut·mbcr 6, 1J'90. 
Rat.'.ft~·aliou.r cxr/Nmgrd Dr"c"OII!•r•r 24, 1890. 
Frnc!ain.tNI Dr'(tmi•tr 26, 1<Y9o. 

A l'ROCLA:I!ATION. 

\Vhereas a Convention between the United States of 
America and the Cnited States of ~'vlexico to facilitate the 
canying out of the principles ccmtained in the treaty of 
NovemLer 10, 1884, between the snmc 1-ligh Contracting_ 
P:ntics ;md to avoid the difficulties occnsioned hy reason of 
the changes which take placl' in the hcd of the Rio Grnnde 
and that ni the Colorado l~ivc;·, in that r•ortion thereof 11·hcre 
I hey sen•c as a bouncbry between I he two n cpul.ol ic,, was 
concluded a"d signed In· the re>pcctiw: Plcn;potentiaries of 
the aforcs~id l·hgh Contr~cting P~rtics at the city of "'ash
ington, on the tir<t da1· of :'1-Llrch. one thousand eight hundred 
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and c·ighty-ninc, the urigiilal of which Convention. being in 
the English and Spanish iangu~gc:s, and as amended by rhe 
Senate of the Cnitcd States is word fur \':urd as follows: 

The tinlt~d Stottcs lH. :\mt:ric;.t 

and the l"nited Statt:s of ;..Icxico, 

desiring to facilit<tte the carrying 
out of the principlt.:s contai:-:c\1 in 
the treaty of No\·emher 11, 1884, 

and to a\'Oid the difficulties occa
sioned by r~~.:tson of the changes· 
which r.akc pl<tee in the bed of the 

Rio Grande and that of the Colo
rado river, in thctt portion thereof 

where they scn·c as a boundary 
bct\\"t:(!n the two Republics: ha\:c 

rcsoh·cd w cvacludc a tr~:~:Ly for 
the attainment of these lJhjccts. 
and have appointed as their re
spective Plenipotentiaries 

The President of th~ ljnitcd 
States of America, TtH>mas F. 
Bayard, Secretary of Statl· of t!1c 
United St<1tes of Amnica; and 

The President of the t_; nitcd 
Statcs0f ;\lcxico, :'--I.atia:; Romero, 

Envoy Extraordinary and ~linis

tcr Pit.tipotentiary of the United 
States of \lexica, 2t \Vashi:1gton; 

\Vho, after hcwin~ exhibLtcc\ 
their respective full pO\\·cr::-, and 

having four1d the same to be in 
good and due form .. han: agr..:cd 
upon the iollowing articles. 

ARTICLE l. 

All dirf~H:nccsorqut.'s:ions tltat 
may arise on tltat portion of the 
frontit.'rbetwcc:l the tinited St~tte:; 
of America and the U nitr>d States 
of i\"icxico when! tht.' Rio Gran de 
and the Colorado ri\·crs form the 

Los Estados Unidos de :\m~r
ica y los E~t<H.ios l.Jnit"ios ~-lt.!xl

canos, dcsc<tndo facilitar Ia ejec

ucion de Ius prin,cipios Ct>ntl:nidos 
end tratado de docc c.!c No\·icm
bre de mil cchocientos ochcnta y 
ClJatro, y cvitar las clilicultadcs 
ocasionadas con moti\'O de los 
cambios qut tienen lug;:t:· en cl 
c~tuc~: de los rios Bra\·o del :\one 
y Colo;·ac~o, ~11 ta partt.: q11c si1 \·tn 

de limire entre las dos RepiLlJli
cas, han rcsut:lto concluir un tra
tado que satisfag~t cstos objetos, 
y han non:b:-c1clo sus :·t·spc(;ti\'OS 
Pic n i pott~ nci <! ri os: 

El Preside:ne d~ !os Estados 
l:niclos de :\m(:rica, c't Tho:nas F. 
Bay.:! rei, S:..-crttario cit:: I·:::otado de 
los Fst.~ct0s Linidos c~c :\mi!r

ica; y 
El Pres:dt~ntc de los E~tados 

linir.~.Js :'.·Icxic;:;.nos, ;'t i\-I.atias Ro

mer<,, En\·iado E:.:trotordinario y 
~lini:-.tro Plcl~ipotenciario de los. 
Est<~dos U nic!os :Vicxic.:tnos, en 
\Vashi ngtnn; 

Quicncs. despucs <ic haherse 
mosr.r;Hlo stts respccti\·os pknos
poclcrcs, y cncontr;\dolosen bucn:l 
y ckhida f(Jrllta, han convenido 
t.'n los aniculos siguicutes: 

:\RTfCULO I. 

Toclt:JS las di(crcncins 0 cucs
tiont:s que se suscitcn t:n Ia park 
de Ia frontcr~1 entrt=.: los Estad0s 
Un:dos de :\mt:rica y los Estados 
Unidos :_\·Icxicanos, en tp!c sirvcn 
de linen clivisoria los rios lka\·o 



bouncL!Iy line, \dtct!t..::r su~·!t dif

ft~rcnC('S or question~ gr\1w fJil' vf 
;l]t<·r;ttit'n~ or ch;tngcs i:1 t~ll" h<:d 

of the af<Jrt·st~id Ri0 Gr11ndc and 

:hat L'f tht: afor~~:!id C0lorado 
Rivn, (lr c,( ,._.<Jrks th;tt may be 

L·<,nstn!ctt·d in ~.-.:c ri\·(:rs, or of 

:!ny other cause :tff~cting the 

br.:uJHLHy line. ~!1all be ~uhmittt:d 
for ex;1min:!tion and decbiun to 

.111 ITttt·:-nativnal Bot:ndary Ccm
Jlti'.)s:Lln, which s!J;d\ ha\·e exclu

~n·e juri:-dictlon in the ca:-:-c of 
s:lid Jiff('rcnccs or questions. 

/ ARTJCLF II. 

The lntcrnati01Jal BotJndary 

Connnissio:1 shall he com j)OSed of 

a Commic.,;:,innt:rapp\1inted Oy the 
Pre~id('n: of tht: t"nitcd States 

of ~\merica, and of all(lthu ap
po;ntcd by th~ President o( the 

tinircd Statt:s of !\1exico, in ~!C

cordancc with the constitution~! 

prm·isions of c;1ch C(JUTHry~ of a 

Consulting Engineer, appointed 

in the ~arne manner hy each Go\'

(:rnmcnl. and of such Secr<'taries 

and Interpreters. as either Gov
crn:nt•JJt may sec fit to add to its 

Commbsion Each Government 

separately shall rix the salaries 
and emoluments of the mCmhcrs 
of its Commission. 

/ ARTJCLE III. 

The l:Hcrnatinnal Boundary 

Commiss:ou shall not tr:~nsact 

~til)' hu:.in<:ss uniL:ss hr.1th Corn
r.;ts~tun~rs :lrt~ pn:scnt. lt sh;:ll 
sit on the frontier t\i. th•: two COll

t:-<tcting cnuntri(·s, and sh;dl es

l~tbiish its<.:Ji at SllCh pl<!CeS ;\Sit 
may d('ttrmine upon. it ~h;tll, 

c:eJ l\urtc y Colorado, )'rt s••ct que 
proveng-:1n de :-tlt(·r;,tcioncs t'> cam

b:os t'll cl leclio de l?s t·xpn.-sados 

ri0s Bravo del l\<1rte y Colorado: 
y:t de obras que :;c con:-:truy;1n en 
los mismos; 1\ ya cl<: cualquierot 

otro ~noti\'C.J r1:1e ~d-::dt: :i. Ia linea 

fronteri~a. sc ~Onidtrttn ;d cx
:i.mca y dccisi<.1n de u1!a C<,mision 

lnttrnJc-:onal de Li1nites, Ia cu;d 

tcnd;-:'1 iurisc\iccion <:xclusi\·a so

Ore o;chas diferencias b cues
tioncs. 

AkTfctil.O II. 

La Cumision Intern,aciunal de 

L:mitt:s S(· cvmpondci d~ un Co

rn i sionado no:11 bra do por cl Presi

dt:utt~ Oe :os Estados t:nidos de 
:\mi:rica y (•tro nombrado por cl 
President..: dt lo~ Est~1dos Unidos 

;\1cxicanos, conforme <i las pre

scnpctmws c'onstitucionales de 

c.:ada pais; cl<- un Ingcnino Con

sult.:•r, nnmbroHio en Ia misma 

for111..1 por cat!u GuUierno. y de 

los Sccn:tctrios e Intt:rpretes que 

cada Gol>i(·rnu cn·a conYcniente 
ag:·c~ar :'t su respect iva Comision 
Cada Gohi(·rno fijar;'t separad.'{

mentc Ins suclclus y cmolumentos 
cie los miernbros de su Comision. 

La Cumisiun Intcrnacional de 
I.imites nr> pcodr;i fu!lciun~r sino 

cu:111do cstuYicrcn presentr.:s los 

do:-- Comisi<"Jilados. ResiJir:i prc
ci~atnt:!Ht: en Ia frontera de los 

do:> p:1ises contratantes y sc es
tablt•(·I.~L't t.:tt lfJs lugoncs que elb 

tkterminare; pero sc trasl;Hlarc~ 
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hvwc,·vr. :·q.>:Jtr to pl;•.t:cs <It sin dilacion ;'l los lugan~~ en qut: 

w!1i~:~1 any of t.hC' cl:rt:cu!tks <_,r ocurra cu~lquil·ra t!e las dificul-
qut·stion::. mtntio:1ed in t~1is con

,·e-r.::v:o J:l<l)' <Iris:·, ;ts S00JJ as it 
shall :1avc \W('il duly nntified 
t h<'rt!Vf. 

:h:TlCJ.E IV. 

\Vh(·n. o'·-·ing tt.l nat.urc:d causes, 

any change :-.hall take plcH:e in 

the bed of the I~ i\, Gran de or 
in that oi the Colorado 1\.in~r, in 

that pvnion ~ht.:rtof when:i n those 
ri,·ns form the bouadary line be
tw~e:-t the l\'.'0 countrit~. \dlich 
may affect tht bounrla;y line, 

nutict: of that fact shall he: gin.:n 

by the proper JcJcal authorities 

on both ~idL"s to theio res.pccti\'e 
Commi~:->ion~r!'- (l{ the Intcrna

tiullal Boundary Cc·mmission, on 
rec~iving which notice it shall be 
the duty of the sai.d Commi~sion 
to repair to the pJ..~ce ··.d1erc the 

~hange has tah:~..:n place or the 
question has aris(:n. to make a 

personal cxamin;ltior~ (Jf ~uch 

change, tv con1parc it with the 

b('d of the river as it \\'as before 

the chang~: took place. as shown 

l>y the surveys, and to decide 
\Vhether it has OC'Curred thr0ugh 

avulsion or erosion, for the efieLts 
of articles I and II of the con

vention of !\ovcmber 12, 18R-4; 

having done this. it shall make 
snitahlc anrHJt:1tion:-. c.n tht: sur

'''-=Y~ 0f the boundary lint 

,/ ARTICLJ::. V. 

\Vh~rH:ver thC' l0cal authorities 
or1 ;tny point '0f the frtHHier 

hr:tw<:cn the llnit<:d St;ttt:s of 

l<trk:;; .~1 cuc~li~>n~..:s mcncicmar.las 
en Ia pn~sentt· et);n·encion, t~m 

lucgo co!no ~e Je h<Jga Ia notific:!
cirJn corrc~pondit·ntt:. 

ARifCHO IV. 

Cuando. por co:wsas naturaies, 

•)Currier<~ alglln~1 altcraC'iUn en et 

cowcc del rio Bravo del f'.:orte 6 
del rio Colorado, en Ia p:nte Cn 
qu<.: cst0s ri,Js sirvcn de Hmite 
entre Jo~ d(h p:Jlses, que a(ccte 

Ia line:a di\'boria, se notificad 

este hecho por Ia autoridad local 

re~pectiva de uno t1 otro )ado, al 

Comi:-;ionado rcspcctivo de Ia 

Comi::i(m Internacional de 1.1-

mitt:s, Ia cua\ tendd obligacion, 
a. I re•:ibir ese a\·iso, dt: trasladarse 

al Iugar del camhio U cuestion; 

examinar;'1 pc-rsonalmente et cam

hio indicad(•, lo compararA con 
t·l cauce qut: scguia cl rio Antt:s 

de que eqe ctmbio tuviera Iugar, 
segun apare:~.ca cit: los pianos re
spccti\"OS, y dccidir:i. si se ha veri

fica do por a.vulsicm b corrosion, 
para Jc,s efcctos de los articulos 

I y I I de Ia Convencicn de doce 
de !'\'oviembre de mil ochocicntos 

och<:nta y cualro, haciendo Ja.s 
anotacion<:s corre~pondientcs en 
los pianos de Ia linea divisoria. 

ARTfet;t.o V. 

S.iempre <jlH: Ia autoridad local 
de cualquier punto de Ia front('ra 
t·ntrt: ](Js Estados Unidos de 



America ar:.d the Uni~~c~ S!<\te:; 

of Mexico, in th;n portion in 
whil:h the Rio Gr~:.ncl.: and t!H: 

C.JiorCldo Ri,·cr fonn tiH: i)ound· 

ary b(;twec:n the t•:\·o cou:1~rics, 

shall think that works arc being 
constructed, in either of those 
rivers, such as are prohibited by 
article III of the c0nvenliun of 
November 12, !SS4, or by article 
VII of the treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo of February:, 18-lS, they 
shall so notify their respective. 
Commis~i,..,ncrs, in order that the 
latter may at once submit the mat· 
ter to the lnternntional Boundary 
Commission. ~wcl that said Com· 
mission may proceed. in accord
ance with the pro\•isions of the 

foregoing article. to <:xamine 
the case, and that it may dt!cidc 
whether the: work is among the 
number of those which art~ ?er
mitted, or of those which cue pro
hibited by th~ stipulations of 
those treaties 

The Commission may provi
sionally suspend the con:-;truction 
of the works in question pending 
the investigation of the matter, 
and if it shall f;.til to agree on this 
point, the works shall be sus
pended, at the instanc:: uf one of 
the two Go,·ernr.lcnts. 

Ak.TICl.F. VI. 

In either of these cases, the 
Commissi01t shall make a per
sonal exantination of the matt~r 
which occa::.ions the change, the 
question or the complaint. and 
shall gi\·c its decision in regard 
tO the same, in doing which it 
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.\m~rica y l0s Estad0s lJnid()s 
i\·lcxicanos, en Ja parte en que 
los rios Bravo del Norte y Co:. 
or;tdv sirven de limite;'\ lc•~ dco;; 
paiscs, crcyci'e que sc est:"m con
struycndo ohras en cua.lquicra de:: 
cstos rlos, que scan· dt.! las pro
hibidas por cl articulo III de la 
Cor:.ver.cion de docc de ~o,·ie:Tl· 

hre de mil ochocientos ochenta y 
cuatro, 6 por d articulo VII del 
tratado de Guadalupe Hi(ialgo 
de dos de fcbrcro de mil ochu· 
cicntos cu;trt:nta y ocho, Jo notifi. 

cad al Cumisionado respectivo, 
para que este somcta, desdc 
lucgo, el punto :i Ia CoTilision 

lntcrnacion;d de Limites. y rsta 
proceda, con forme :.i las prcscrip
ciones del articulo preccdcn~(;. a 
Cxaminar el •.;;~so. y cleciJ<t si Ia 
obra cs de las penn1tidas (J de: las 

prohibida:. por IJs est!pulacioncs 
de <1qucl\os trataclos. 

La Comi~ion podd su~penda, 
pro,·isionalmcntc, Ia construccio:-. 
de las obra:' ~n c;.:cstion, micatras 
se t:xam!nc.~ cl asunt0 1 y si no sc 
pu~>iere dt c-ocucrdo :;obr:.: estt: 
p:.J.Hto, Sl.! susp<:ndcr;\n ta.s obras 
ol peticion de uno rlc (o~ dos 
Gobicrnos. 

En Cl:alCJ_uiera de csto~ ca~os, Ia 
Comision h~r:"l un ~x;'tmen per
sonal del a5unto que r.loti\·c,rc d 
c,\mb:o, cuestior1 6 qul.!j~~. y clru·{, 

Stt bllo re::>pecto del l':"lismc:-, p;;ra 
\o cue:>\ observar.'l los rcq•:i:'itos 
'lUC ~.:stablczca un regl.tmcnto 



sh:-tll cnrnpiy -,,·ith the =-~qulrt.:

mcr!h t'::i.al>lis!Jcd Uy a :101.ly (Jf 
n:gul;nions to be pn·parcd by the 
s:,irl Cummissa'n and :1ppro,·cd 

by both G0\'el':lmctlls. 

;\~T:Ct.l'. VII. 

Thl' International Boundary 
Com~;t:ss:on shall h;1v~ pvwt:r 
to C31! for pap~rs ~uHl idorma
tion. and it shali be the duty of 
the authorities of each of th~.: two 
countries ro ~e;Hl it any papc:rs 

that it mny call for, rtlating to 
:~ny boundary q11c:~tio:1 in ,,-!tich 
it may hnvc jurisdiction in pur
suance of this con\·cntion. 

The said Commission shall han~ 

\ 

po·.,·cr to summon anv witnc~ses 
---~ 

. ,,·hose tt!stimony it may 'think 
proper to take, and it shall be the 
duty of all p<:rsons thus sutn-

6 

moncd to appear lldore the same 
and to give their ~cst:mony, wit!rh 
shall be taken in acr.vrdance with 
such by-laws and regulations as 
m:ly bt .;d~optcd-5~, -dlc C~n-lmis
sion and approved by both Gov
ernments. In c:tse of the rdusal 
of a witness to app~ar. he shall 
tc c01npellcU to do so, and to this 
end the Commission may make 
us<·. of the Srtlll(,! mc:ans tltolt are 
used by the courts of the respec
tive countries to c0mpel the at
tendance of witnesses, in con
formity with their r~specti\'c laws. 

( ' 
/ \.._AwncLE VIII) 

If both Commissioners :-;.hall 
c:tg:rt~e to <t decision. their judg
m(':.t shall he considered hinJ:ng 
upon both Go\'(:rnincnts, unless 
0:1c of th(:m sh~ll dis~tpprove it 

' 

fonnado por b misma Comi~ion 
~- :tpr•)b;tLiu P•)r los d·)~~ Gobicrnos 

:\kTf.:..:lit.O VII 

La Comision Intcrnacior..d de 
Llmitt:s tendd facultad de pedir 
docum~.:ntos C inf0nnes, y las au
toridad~.:s de Ci:lda uno de los dos 
paise~ tcnddn cl dcber de en
viarle cuaksqui\:rrt documentos 
que ella Jes pi cia, rcfc.:rcntcs J cu~tl
quicra ruestion d<· litnitcs en que 
tengajurisdiccion conformc;'1 est a 

Com·cncion 
La misma Comision tendd 

facultad de cirar a los tcstigus 
cuy:1s dec!J.racioncs crca convc
nicnte tomar. y las pcrson;-.s cit~
das t~.:nddn cl dt:"ber d~ com

parecer ante Ia misma y Cc dar 
sus <"kclar;.tcion<.:s, las cuaks ~e 

tomar<'tn de conformidad con las 

!eyes y rcglamentos que aciopte 
la Comis!on y apruebcn ambos 
Gobicrnos En cas<' de que algun 
tcstigo se n.:hu~e ;.i, comparccer, 
sc lc obligar!\ ;\ dlo, usando al 
eiecto Ia Com is ion ctc los mismos 
arbitrios que tengan los tribunates 
ctd pais rcspe-ctivo para h~lCCr 

comp:uccer tc:stigos~ de acuerdo 
con sus respectivas !eyes. 

ARTfCULO VIII. 

Si ambos Com'isionados estu
\'ierc:: de acucrdo en una rc:solu· 
cion, su Ldio se consider;tr:\ obli
g:ttorio p:lf:-1 ~Hr.ho~ Gobicrnos, a 
no scr que alguno de c:llos lo desa-



wi~hin vne month r~ckoncd lrn:n 

the day on whid1 ! t ~hall hct n· he en 

pronouncc..:d. I:t the latter CtSc, 

both Go\'crnmt:nts sh<dlto.d~c cog
nizance of th~ m;1ttcr, .and slt<dl 

decide it c.tnliC<~bly. bc:::trin~ ..:un

Stantly in mind the stipulation 

of :\r~icle XXI (Jf the treaty vf 

Guadaiupt: Hicl~1lg:v of Febrtlilry 

2, rS4S 

The :-;a;ne ~11.1 ;Ilh.: t!:l: c;,;~c n·hi..: n 

the Commissioners ::.!wll t"ail to 

agree concerning the point which 

occasions the qu~stion, the com

plaint or the ch:~:1gc. in \vhich 

case: each Com m is~i()f!(::· shal! pre

pare a repon, iu \'.·riting, which 
he shall lay bctorc his Govern

ment. 

This conventiOn shall bt: r<lti
ficct by both parties. in acconl:lncc 
\\"ith tht: pro\·is:ons of their re

spccti,·_c constitutil)ns, •~r.d the 

ratifications tht:rl:Of shall he ex

changed at \Vas!1in6ton as s.pc.:c·d

ily as possible-and sh~:ll_ be 10 

force from the: date o: th1: cx

chnngt~ 0f ratific:t::io:l for a ;Jcriocl 

of tin: years. 

ln tt:st:mony \\"lh .. 'I"L'(,f the: un
dtrsi_g:nerl Plenipnti.:nti~tric . ..:.. ha\·e 

si~~ru..:cl and sealed 11 

7 

proba re dent ro clc u n 01 cs con ta(!O 

desde el dia en que sc proauncic.:. 

En t:stc u:timn G\50, :unbo;; Got)i

crnos ~c ;~,·oc;~r;'tn cl conocimtento 

del ;JSUnto y I·J dccirJit·;'tn <llnisto

:;;uncntc, c:n \;1 ionna que lc~ j>;JI

ecierc ius~iticad<l y conv~:lic:Hc. 
tcnicn<:!o sicmprc prt:sente ia 

e:,tijntlaclou dd :\rticulo XXI del 

tratadr) de Guad<!lupc H!clalgo <!c 

dos de Fcb;·ero c!c mil ochocicn

to~ cn:::rc:lla y ochu. 

Otrv tanto :-ouccdc::L·L cu~i.n(\(J ll"".•:i 

Comi~ionados no se pongan de 

acuerdv respccto del punto que 

motiva Ia cu·..:stion. qucj'' 1) cam
blo, en cuyo caso c1cla Comision

;_~do forr~lular;\ un dict:""tmca por 
escrito ~ue prcsentar:'t :"a su rc

specti\·o Gobicmo 

.'\f.;.TiCli!.O (:\. 

I.e prcscntc Convcncion scr:'1 

r;:tilicada por arr.b;1s partt:s, de 
acuc-rdo con suS respcnivo~ pro

ccdi:nicntos l:on~titucionalcs, y 
las r:uificaci•>nes sc cangea;·.'ln 

en \\'ashington ·tan prontr) comu 

fuen: posibk. y peralanccer;i en 

\·ig·or por un periodrJ de cinco 
<!1ic1s CCJflt;:\r:os ck::.de \.1 lt:cha del. 

canjc Jl: rrttilicacioncs 

En te:;!imonio cte lo cu:Jt los 

Plcnlpl•i:t·nt..:i<.~ri,l:-; infrascritt):> Ia 
han linno:ir.~·:o ~- ::;:··llado. 

Doru..: in duplic;tte. in tht: city Hcci1<t pur duj>licaclo, en Ia 

of \\'a'.liJington, in the English ciud;Hi d.: \-\"":tshit~gton. t.:n las 

and Si)anis!t Iangu:tgcs. on the rst 
day r)f ~-brch one thou:;~,nd t·igl:t 

hundred and Cigln~ -nine 

knguas tnglc:.:;t y esp;:dio:a. el 
c:ict p:·imuo cit: \lar;.:o de mi~ 

ochocien::o::. odwnt:l \" nut:\"L 

T. F BA\",\KL' [:~F.\: .. ] 

~I. Rn:.tEI{l). r:..i-~.\L.l 



s 

And whereas the said Corwcution has Leen duly ratifrcd 
on both fY.Hts, ;:.nd t~ll.: Lltilicdtiuns of tht: :-;;unc were ex
changed at the city of \Vaslrington on the t\\·eruy-fourth day 
of Decernher, one thous,md eight hundred and ninety; 

Now, tiwreiorc. be it knuwn th:rt J, Bcnj:nn;n Harrison, 
President of the United States of America, have caused the 
said Convention to be made public, as :rmcnded, lf) the end 
that the same and everr article and clause thereof may be 
obsen•cd and fulfilled with good faith by the Cnitcd States 
and the citizens thereof. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and 
caused the se"l of the C nitcd Sutcs to be affixed. 

Done at the City of \V"shington this >6th d:ry of Decem
ber. in the }"<\lr of our Lord, one thous:rnd eight 
htindrcd and ninc·ty and of th.: lnckpcndcnce of 

rsE;\L.] the unit eel States of America the one hundred 
and fifteenth. 

FlEi'\j 1-!ARR!SO:\ 
By the Prcsidt.:llt · 

J:U!ES G BL\1:-IE 
Surd1zry of State 



CONVE?\TION BETWEE:\' THE UNITED STATE OF 
AMERICA Ai\"D THE UNITED STATES OF :1-IEXIC TO. 
FACILITATE THE CAllRYING OUT OF THE IU:-1-
CIPLES CONTAINED IN THE THEATY OV NOVE:VI!3ER 
12, 1884, AND TO AVOID THE DIFFICULTIES 1'CCA
SIOXED BY HL\SON OF TI-IE Cl-IAXGES WHICH ' AKE 
PLACE IX THE llEDS OF THE RIO GHANDE .\ND THE 
COLORADO IUVIm . 

Signed at Wn~hlnriCon. :\larch 1. lSSQ; rntlli~ntion urh·ise<l :\Iny 7. 1880: ~ltifled 
by the l'rcsldcnt of ).lexico. October 31, ISS!): rntificU by the Pr(';;:,te:l ot' tbe 
United Stares, Df>Ccmbcr G. lSOO: rnrilicutionc.; c:rch:lltged DcecmhN' 2 ISOO; 
proclaim('(} DcccmhL·r 2t;, 1801). 

[Extr;tct) 

AnnCLE 1· 

All differences or questions tbat mny arise on that pot•tion f t.he 
frontier between the United Slat,·s of America and the Vnilctl tales 
of )tfcxico where the R!o Grnncle and tile Colorado Hi,·~rs for n the 
boundary line, whether such diffcl'ences or questions grow ut of 
alterations or changes in the bed of the aforcs:1id Hio Gu1m[ and 
that of the afotesJid Colorado Hi 1·cr, or of II'Ol ks that may b con
structed in s:ud ri,·crs1 or of any other cause affecting the bou tdnry 
line. ~hall be sublllittcd for cxan11nn~ion a :ad dt>cisron to an In er na
tional Boundary Conunisston: whiCh shall ha,·c e:xclustYC ]Urt~cl ction 
in the case of said difictenccs or questions. j 

AI:TICU: 2 

The lntemolion.!l llouudary Co!lun:sswn shall be compos<: of a 
commi>Sionet appointed by the l'tcs,dent of the UnitNl Sta cs of 
Amcnca, and of another nppnmtcd by the l'res1dent of the nitcd 
Stales of ;\lexico, in accord:uH:c with the con~tilut.ion;tl provj~ic ns of 
each cormtry~ of a consulting <·ngirrc!!r, :1ppointcrl in the s:11nc rn nncr 
by earh Go\'Ct'llfllcnt., nud of such secretaries Httd interpret rs :1s 
either Go\'crnlllcnt may sec fit. to ndd to its commission. Each Gov
enmJCnt separately ~lrnll fix the salat·ie::; and cnlt)lurncnts of tlt•! nem
Lcrs of it.:s commis;,ion. 

A1n IC:LI·: 3 

The lnternatior:nl Bouncl:lry Conuni~sion sh:1ll no~ trn~tS;tC :tny 
busincs:> t111lc~:-3 both <:"Omtni~sirmer..;; :n:.' pr·~'Scnt. It shall sit o~t the 
frontier of t-he two contracting countric,:.;: nnd :::hall cstabli.;;h itself 

(Hl 



15 

at such plnccs as it may determine upon; it shall, however, repair to 
places at which any of the difliculties or questions mentioned in this 
con\·cntion ·may ansc, ns soon as it shnll have been duly notified 
thereof. 

AHTICI.t: 4 

"'hen~ owing to natural causes: any change shall take place in t-he 
bed of the Rio Grande or in that of the Colorado River, in that por
tion thereof \Yiwrcin those J"ivers form the boundary line bct-wel'll the 
two countries, wl1ich may affect t!w. bouncl:ny line, n0t-ice of that fact 
shall be given by the proper local authorities on both sides to their 
respect in~ commis~ioncrs of the Intt~rn:ttional Boundary Commission, 
on retci,·ing which notice ir ~hall be the duty of the said Comniission 
tv rcpa!;: tL) tl1c i)!:tcc where the ch:-tnge has taken place or the question 
has ari:.:t~n, to make a personal cxar!lination of such change, to t•om
p>ro it with the bed of the ri,·er· as it wus before the chan!!e took 
place, as 'how!l by the surnys, and to decide whether it has occurred 
through :n·ul~ion or cro~ion, for t}~(' effects of .Article~ 1 and 2 of the 
convent-ion of Xo,·ember 12th: 18S:J; having done this, it shall n~:.tl'e 
suitable annot~nions on the sm·,·eys of the bouiu.lary line~ 

ARTICLE 5 

WhetH'ser the local authorities on any point of the frontier between 
the United State' of America and the United States of :\lexico, in 
that portion in which the Hio Grande and the Colorado Ri,·er form 
the boundary between the t"·o countries, shall think that "·or·ks are 
being constructc(l: in either of those ri,·crs: S11Ch as. are prohibited 
by Artide 3 of the convention of Xo,·ember 12, 1884, or by Article 7 
of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo of February 2, 1848, they sbll 
so n~tify their rcspccti,·e commissioners, in order that the latter may 
at once submit the matter to the International Boundary Commi>Sion, 
and thnt ~a.id Commission may proceed: in accordctncc with the pro
\'isions of the fore~oing article: to ex:unine the case: a.nd thnt it ma.y 
decide "·hcther the ·work is amon~ t-he number of those which are 
permitted, or of those which :rrc p:·ohibit.ecl by the stipuLltions of 
those treaties. ' 

The CGmmis.':iion may pro\'isionally suspend the constl'uction of 
the works in quc:.tion pending the in,·estigation of the mnttL·r: nnd 
if it sha11 fail to :!gTec on this point 1 the works shall be suspC'ndcd at 
the instance of one of the two Go\'~:~rnmcnts. 

AuTICI.B (j 

In either of these cnscs:. the Cornmi:;sion shnl! mnkc a. pcrsoncll 
exanlination of t-In• mat~cr which oren.s-ion:-; the change: the question 
or· the <'Omplaint: nncl shall gi\'C itS decision in regard to the s:tmc: 
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in doing wliid1 it. ~hail comply with the requirements c.stnblish d 
by a body of regulations to be prepared hy the said Commission a d 
appro,·ecl hy Luth Qo,ernment,. l 

AnTICLE 7 
The International Boundary Commission shall have power to ca I 

for papers aJH] informntion, and it- ~:hnll be the duty of th!:: authoritifs 
of each of the two countries to send it any papers that it may call 
for, relating to any boundary question in which it may haYc juriscli"e
tion in pursuance of this com·ention. . i 

The said Commission shall havo power to summon any witness s 
whose testimony it may think proper to take, and it shall be the du • 
of all persons thus surumoned to appear hefore the same and to give 
their testimony, which shull be taken in accordance with such b~i 
l:tws and regulations as mny be adopted by the Cornrnission an 
appro,·ed uy uoth Governments. In ca~e of the refusal of a witnc 
to appear, he shall be compelled to do so, and to this end the Commi~
sion may make use of the snrnc means that are used by the courts o 
the respective countries to compel the attendance of witneoscs, i 
conformity with their re~pective laws. · 

ARTICLE 8 
If both commissioners shall ugree to a decision, their judgmen

1 shall be considered binding upon both Governments, unless one of 
them shall disapprove it within one month reckoned from the ch~ 
on which it shall hnve been pronounced. In the latter case, botH 
Governments shall take cognizance of the matter, and shall decidd 
!t nmicauly, bearing con>tantly in mind the stipulation of Article 2~ 
of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo of February 2, 1848. .I 

The same shall be the case when the commissioners shnll fail to 
agree concerning the point which occasions the question, the comJ 
plaint or the change: in which case each commissioner sh:dl prepnr 
a report, in writing, which he shall Jay before his Government. 
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~lf.XICO~~UR\'EV ASD HEI.OCATIO~ OF THE EXISTING ROU~DAR\' LISE. 1 6 . 
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,K- ~ .... ~';f.~\ 
ry·"' \"'-••' CONVENTION 
u 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE UNITED STATES 
OF MEXICO . ' 

TO REVIVE TH>: PROVISIONS OF THE CONVENTION OF JULY 
29, r882, TO SURVEY AND RELOCATE THE BOUNDARY LINE 
WEST OF THE RIO GRANDE, AND TO EXTEND THE TIME 
FIXED IN ARTICL>: Vlll OF THE SAID CONVENTION. 

Conc/udtd at 1-Vtulu'nghm Ft'brumy 18, 1889. 
Ratificatiorz adtJistd ~F tlu Sena/t" A/ardz 26, 1889. 
Ratified kY tlu l'rc.,idmt of tlu Umlt"rl Slates ,y Anurica April JO, 188r;. 
RatijiNI b)' !Itt' Prt:sidmt of tltc Unittd Statu of .. Wrxt'co August 4, 1889. 
RatificaliorH t'Xthan,s·crl at 1-Vashinglvn Octoba 12, 1889 .. 

Proclaimed October 14, 1889. 

Bv THE I'RESmENT oF TilE UNITED STATES o•· A~tERICA. 

A !'ROCI.AMATION. 

\.Vhereas a Convention between the United States of 
Anwrira and the United States of Mexico, to revive the pro
visi<>ns of the Convention of July 29, 18S2, to survey and 
relocate the existing boundary line betw .. ,en the two countries 
west of the Rio Grande and to extend the time fixed in Article 
VIII of the said Convention for the completion of the work 
in question, was signed by their respective Plenipotentiaries 
at the City of Washington on the eighteenth day of February, 
one thousand, eight hundred and eighty-nine. the original of 
which Convention. being in the English and Spanish lan
guagt5, is word for word as follows: 

Convention between the lJnitcd Convcncion entre los E.stados 
States of America and the United Unidos de America y los Estados 
States of Mexico, to revive the pro Unidos 1\·fexicanos, para renovar la.c; 

~ visions of the Convention of July 29, estipulaciones de Ia Convencion de 

I -' .. 
f 



1882, to survey and relocate the ex
isting boundary line between the two 
countries west of the Rio Grande, 

and to extend the time fixed in Ar
ticle Vlll of the said Convention for 
the completion of the work In ques
tion. 

Whereas th<: IJTO\'isions of the Con
vention between the t,;'nit<.:d ~tales 

of America and the United States of 
Mexico, signed at Washington on 
the twenty-ninth of July, one thou
sand eight hundred and eighty-two, 
to survey and rclucatc the existing 
boundary between the two countries 
west of the Rio Grande, so far as 
they relate to Article VIII of said 
Convention, have not been carried 
out through delays in the appoint
ment of the Commission to under
take the work .: 

And whereas, by the Additional 
Article to the said Convention, 
signed at Washington, the fifth of 
December, one thousand eight hun
dred and eighty-five, the time fixed 
in Article VIII of the s.1id Com·en
tion of July 29, 1882, was extended 
for a period of eighteen month:; from 
the expiration of tbe term stipulated 
in said Article VIII; 

And \.,·herem;, tht> said additional 
period of time, a:; so extt>nded, has 
CX]Jired without the appointment of 
the Commis.sion in qtJestion, anci the 
said Convention has accordingly 
ceased to be in force pursuant to the 
prov1sions of Article Vlll thereof; 

And whereas, it is the wish and 
understanding of the United States 
and Mexico that the provisions of 
the said Convention of July 29, tS.S2, 

2 

29 de Jttlio de 18R2, que tiene por 
objeto rcconocer y demarcar de 
nuevo Ia linea divisoria entre los dos 
paiscs, a\ poniente del Rio Bravo del 
Norte, y para prorogar a\ plazo fijado 
por el Articulo VIII de dicha Con
vcncion para Ia conclusion de dichos 
trabajos. 

Por cuan to las prevencioncs de Ia 
Convcncion entr<: los Estados Uni
dos dt: America y los Estados Unidos 
Mcxic.anos, firmada en Washington 
~I 29 de Julio de tSSz, para recono
cer y dcmarcar de nuevo Ia linea divi
soria existente entre los dos paises, al 
ponicnte del Rio Bravo del Norte, 
en cuanto se rcfieren al articulo VIII 
de dicha CoO\'Cncion, no se han 
llcvado {l cabo, pur causa de dila
ciones ocurridas en cl nombramiento 
de Ia Comision que dcheri ejecutar 
los trahajos; 

Y por cuanto, por el Articulo adi
cional ;i la cxpresada Convencion, 
que fuC tirmado en WashingLon cl 
cinco de Didcmbre de mil oc:ho
cientos ochcnta y cinco, cl plazo 
lijado en cl Articulo VIII de dicha 
Convencion de 29 de Julio de 1882, 
se extcndi6 por un periodo de dicz y 
ocho mcses contados desdc la expira
cion del tCrmino estipulado en el cx
presado Articulo VIII; 

Y pur cuanto el rcferido periodo 
adl<:ional, asi prorogaclo, ha cxpirado 
sin que Ia Comision de que sc trata 
hubiese sido nombrada, y Ia expres
ada Convencion ha cesado, por lo 
mismo, de estar en vigor, conformc 
;\ las prevcnciones del Articulo VIII 
de Ia misma; 

Y por cuanto los Estados Unidos 
de America y los Estados Unidos 
Mcxicanos descan y estipulan que 
las prevencioncs de dicha Conven-

_ ...... , 
' 

• 

t 
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shall be revived and continued in 

force and effect until the completion 
of the work Jor which it was origi

nally negotiatt'd, they have appointed 

for this purpose, their respective 

Plenipotentiaries, to wit: 

The President of the United States 

of America, Thomas F Bayard, Sec

retary of State of the United States 

of :\meri('a, and 

The President of the linited States 

of Mexico, :'\·Litias Romero, Envoy 
Extraordinarr and \linister l'lenipo

tentiarr of the United States of :\fex

ico in Washington, 

Who, after having communicated 
to each other their respective full 

power:;, found in good and due form, 

have agreed upon and concluded the 

following articles: 

ARTICLI:: J. 

In view of the fact that the original 

Convention oi July 29, 'SS2, between 
the L'nitecl States and \fexico, pro

viding for the resurvey of their bound
ary line, has l::!pscd hy reason of the 
faih1re of tbc two governments to 
provide for its further extension be

fore the Jd day of _January, tR~hJ. as 
contemplated hy the Add1tional Ar
tide to that Convention, of Decem

ber s. 188_:;, it is hereby mutually 
agreed and expr<'ssly understood by 
and between the contracting parties 
hereto, that the said Convention oi 
July 21), 1SS2, and every article and 
clause thereof, are hereby revived 
and renewed as tht>y stood prior to 

January 3, 1 S8y. 

3 

cion de 29 de Julio de 1SB2, dcben 
hacersc revivir y c.nntinuar vigentes 

hasta Ia conclusion de los trabajos, 

para u1ya cjecucion fue orig:inalmentc 
nepociada; han nomhr3do c:on este 

ohjcto !)US rl!spcctivos Pleniporencia
rios, ,i saher: 

El Presidentc de los Estados 
Unidos de :\mCrica ~-l Thom:lS F. 
Bayarci, Sccretario de Estado de los 
Est ados C nidos de America, y 

El Presidentc de los Estados 
Unidos Mexicano..; i :\1atlas Romero, 

Enviaclo Extraordinario y ~rlinistro 

P!en 1potcnciario de los Est3dos 

Unidos Mcxicanos en Was.l1ington, 

Quicnes, despucs de hahcrse c:an
jcado sus rcspectivos plcnos podcres 

)' de encontrarlos en buena y dehida 
forma, han acordado y concluido los 

.sigu icntcs articulos: 

A tcdcuLo I. 

En vi:-;ta del hccho de que la Con

vencion primitiva de 29 de Julio 
de Ii:i82, entre los Estados Unidos de 

America y los F.stados linidos Mexi
canos, que dispuso el nuevo rccono
cimiento de su linea divisona, ha 
terminado pur razon de que los dos 
gobi<'rnos clejaron de proveer ;"l sn 

pr0roga ulterior, antes del 3 de: Ent~ro 

de tS89, .segun sc estipul{) en cl 
articulo adic.ional :·, Ia misma (·on

vencion. que fut~ firmado el 5 dc
Dic.icmbre de t8Sj, se conYicne por 
la presentl..', y se entender;l asi ex
prcsamcnte por las dos partes contra
tantcs, en que Ia expresada Convcn

cion de 29 de Julio de JBS2, y todos 
los artjculos y claiJsulas de Ia misma, 
se hacen rcvivir y sc rcnuevan tales 

como estaban antes del dia 3 de Encro 

de 1889. 
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;\Rncu: II. ARTicULO II. 

The time fixed in Article VIII of El plazo fijado en el :\rticulo \'Ill 

the Convention conduded at \\'ash· de Ia CoTl\•encion conc.Juidaen Wash-

ington, July 29, 1 ~82, between the 

United States of America and the 
United States of 1\"lex~t:o, to establish 

an international boundary cotnmis· 

sion for the purpose of resurveying 
and relocating the existing boundary 
line between the two countries west 

of the Rio (;rande, as lJTOvidcd for 

in said Convention, and which was 

cxtendtrl for eighteen months from 
the expiration of the term fixed in 

Artirle VIII of the said Convention 

of July 29, 1 S82, is hereby further 

extended for a period of li~·e years 
from the date of the exchange of 

ratifications hereof. 

This Convention shall be ratif1cd 

hy the contracting parties in con· 

forrnity with their respective consti· 

tutions and its ratifications shall he 
exchanged at Washington as soon :l.S 

po~•ib\e. 

ln faith whereof, we, the under· 

signed, in virltte of our respective 

full powers, have signed the present 
Convention, in duplicate, and have 

thereunto affixed om re::.pcctive scab. 

Done at the City of Washington, 
the IBth day of February, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hun
drt~d and eighty-nine. 

ington cl 29 de Julio de 1882, cntn.~ 

Ius Estados Unidos de AnH::rica y los 

Estados t.:nidos l\·Icxicano:;, parae$· 
ta.b\eccr una Comi:.;ion Intern;tcional 

de limitcs que de nuevo rccono/,Ca y 
rlemarque Ia linea <.11visona cxistente 

entre los dos paises al ponicnte del 

Rio Bravo del :\'orte, seg:tn sc e~tipu\,·, 
en dicha Convencion, cuyo plazo se 

extendi(.J por diez. y ocho mescs. con· 

tados rle-sde Ia expirac.ion del krmino 
fijado en el artirult> V!ll de Ia ex pres· 

ada Convcncion de 29 de Julio de 

1882, se proroga de 11uevo, porIa pre· 

sentc, por un periodu de cinco afio~ 
contado!, dc:>d~ Ia fc(;ha del cang~ de 

ratificaciones de h1 misn1a. 
Esta Convencion ser;i. ratificada 

por las p:1rtes contratantes de con· 

formidad con sus respe<.:tivas Consti· 
tuciones, y las ratificariones ser;·m 

cang("ada.s en Wac;hington tan pronto 

como fucrc posible. 

F.n tcstimollio de lo cual, los infra'i· 
critos en virtud de nucstros respecti· 

vos plcnos poderes, hemos fmnado 13 
presente Convencion, por duplicado, 

r le hemos fijado Jtue:>tros respccli\•os 
scllos. 

Hecho en Ia ciudad de Washing· 

ton d 1 H de Fehrcro del ai'io del 

Sei'ior de mil ochocientos ochcnta y 
nUt"Ve. 

T. F. llAYARil. [s>:At.J 

~1. Ro"ERO. [s"-<1..] 

And whereas the said Convention has been duly ratified 
on both parts. and the ratifications of the two Governments 
were exchanged in the City of \Vashington, on the twelfth day 
of October, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-nine; 
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Now, therefore. be it known that I, BENJAMIN HARRISoN, 

l'resiuent of the United States of America, have caused the 
said Convention to be made public. to the end that the same 
and every article and clause thereoi may be observed and 
fulfilled with good faith by the United States of America and 
the citizens thereof. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and 
caused the seal oi the C nited States oi America to be 
affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington, this 14th day of 
October. in the year of our Lord, one thousand 

[ :;EAL.] eight hundred and eighty nine. and of the lnue
pendence of the United States the one hundred 
and fourteenth. 

By the Prt":>ideut: 
j,\:\tF_'i G. BLAI:-iE 

Srarla')' ({Stat,· . 

HENJ HARRISOi\' 
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~I E:\:1(0-BOnDARY. 

CONVENTION 

lt[TWJ::F.~ 

TI-lE C~ITED SL\TES OF .-\:\!ERIC\ .-\~0 TilE 
U::\ITED STATES OF :-.IEXICO. 

TO FACILITATE THE CAR!tYING OVT OF THE PRINCIPLES 
CONTAINED IN THE TREATY OF NOVEMBER 1~, 1884, AND 
TO AVOID THE DIFFICULTIES OCCASIONED BY REASON OF 
THE CHANGES WHICH 7AKE PLACE IN THE BEDS OF THE 
RIO GRANDE AND COLORADO RIVERS. 

Signed at 1-1-"aslu'ugton Jl!ardt I, 1889. 
Ratifira/£(;11 a.r';;iscd Jlc:y J. r890. 
Rat(fitd b;· lit.: p,·nidwt of Jlcxicc~ Octob,·r .)I, 1889. 
Ratified l')· lht Prtsidtllf of tht U1.'iltJ Statts Dtumbtr 6, 1890. 
R.rt:ficulions txr!tangul D,·amb'r 24, 1890. 
Frodaimrd Dtam/ttr 26, 1890. 

BY TH~; PRESlnE!<T OF THE l'Y!TED STATE> OF .-\~!fRIO. 

A PROCLA~IATION. 

Whereas a Convention between the United States of 
America and the U nitcd States of Mexico to facilitate the 
carrying out of the principles contained in the treaty of 
:\ovember 1 ~. 1884, between the same High Contracting. 
Parties and to avoid the difficulties occasioned by reason of 
the ciJanges which take plact' in the bed of the Rio Grande 
and that oi the Colorado River, in that portion thereof where 
they scn·e as a buundary bd\\'cen the two Republic", was 
concluded and ~igned by the rc~recti1·e Plenipotentiaries of 
the aforesaid High Comracting Parties at the city of Wash
ington, on the first da1· of :\larch. one thon~and eight hundred 
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and eighty-nine, the urigin~l of which C<.J[lrention, being in 
the Engii~h <lllU Spanish iangu~gcs, and as amended by the 
Senate of the United States is word for \':ord as follows: 

The Fnited Stat~s ot .-\m~rica 
and th~: l:nited States of ~l..:xico, 
desiring to facilitate the carrying 
out of the principles contain~~ in 
the treaty of November tz, t884, 
and to avoid the diffic.:ultics occa
sioned by reason of the changes · 
which take place in the bed of the 
Rio Grande and that of the Colo
rado -ri,·er, in that portion thereof 
\vhere they sen·e as a boundary 
between the two Republics, ha.,.e 
resoh·ed to cvnclude a treaty for 
the attainment oi these objects, 
and hav~ appointed as their re
spective Plenipotentiaries: 

The President of the L"nited 
States of America, Thomas F. 
Bayard, Secretary of State of the 
United States of America; and 

The President of the united 
States of )'[exico. Matias Romero, 
Envoy Extraordinary and ).linis· 
ter P1c.1ipotentiary of the L"nited 
States of ).-texico, at \Vashington: 

\Vho, after having exhibited 
their respective full powers, and 
having found ~he same to bl! in 
good and due form, have agreed 
upon the following articles: 

ARTICLE I. 

All differences or questions that 
may arise on that portion of the 
frontierbetwc:en the t; nited States 
of America and the l"nitc!d States 
of )icxico "·here! the Rio Grande 
and the Colorado rivers form the 

Los Estados L:nidos d~ .\me!r
ic.:a y los Estados L"nitios ~lexi

canos, deseando facilitar la ejec
ucion de los prin.c.:ipios contl.!nidos 
en et trat<J.do de dace de ~oviem
bre de mil cchocientos ochenta y 
cuatro, y evitar las dificultades 
ocasionadas con motivo de! los 
cambios que tienen lugar ~n el 
caucc: de los rios Bra,.·o del ~one 
y Colo:-J.c!o, c:n la parte que s~n·en 
de limite entre las dos Repl\bli
cas, han resuelto concluir un tra· 
tado que satisfaga estos objetos, 
y han nombrado sus r~spectivos 
Plenipotenciarios: · 

E.l Presidente de !os Estados 
l.: nidos de AmC rica, A Thomas F. 
Bayard, Secretario de Estado de 
los Estados Cnidos de Amer
ica; y 

El Presidente de los Estados 
U nidos :\lexica nos, a :\-latias Ro
mero, Envi~do Extraordinario y 
)[inistro Plenipotenciario de los 
Estados C nic!os ~Iexicanos, l!n 
Washington; 

Qui~nes, despues de haberse 
mostrado sus respecti,·os plenos
poderes, yencontridolos en buena 
y debida forma, han con,·cnido 
en los articulos siguientes: 

ARTfCCLO I. 

Todas las difc:rencias 6 cues
tiones que se susciten en la parte 
de la fronter.:l entre los Estados 
Vnidos de America r los Estados 
tinidos )lcxicanos, en q_ue sin•en 
de! ltnea divisoria los rios Bra,·o 



boundary line, whether such dif· 
r~rences or questions grow out of 
al:crations. or changes in the bed 
of the afuresaid Rio Grjlncte and 
that of the afore!'aid Colorado 
Ri\"l!r, or of works that may be 
construt.:t<.:d in said ri\·ers, or of 
any othl!r cause affecting the 
boundary line, shall be submitted 
for e .... amination and decision to 
J.n International Boundary Com
mission, which shall ha\·e exclu· 
si\·e jurisdiction in the case of 
said differences or questions. 

ARTICLE II. 

The International Boundary 
Commission shall be composed of 
a Commissioner appointed by the 
President of the l'nited States 
of .\merica, and of another ap
pointed by the President of the 
C nited Stat<S of )Jexico, in ~c

cordanc~ with the.constitu.tional 
pro\·isions of each country, o( a 
Consulting Engineer, appointed 
in the same manner by each Gov
ernment, and of such Secretaries 
and Interpreters as either Gov
ernment may see fit to add to its 
Commission. Each Government 
separately shall tix the salaries 
and emoluments of the m~mbers 
o( its Commission. 

ARTICL& Ill. 

The International Boundary 
Commission shall not transact 
any business unless both Com
missioners ar~ present. It shull 
sit on the frontier oi the two con· 
tracting countries, and shall cs· 
tablish itself at such placc:s as it 
may determine upon; it shall, 
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del >!ortc r Colorado, ~·n s~a que 
pro\'engan de alteraciones 6 cam
blos en el lecho cie l~s expresados 
ri0s llravo del :'\one y Colorado: 
ya de obras que se construyan en 
los mismos: 0 ya de cualquicra 
otro motive que afecte a Ia linea 
fronteriza, se sometedn al ex
amen y decision de una Comision 
lnternacional de Limites. la cual 
tend d. jurisdiccion e:<clusi\"a sa
bre dichas diferencias 6 cues· 
tiones. 

ARl"fCULO 11. 

La Comision lnternacional de 
Limit~s se compondri de un Co· 
misionado nombrado porel Presi
Oente de !os Estados t_; nidos de 
:\mi:rica y otro nombrado por el 
Prcsidente de los Estados l:nidos 
~texicanos, conforme ;\ las pre· 
scripciones c'onstitucionales de 
cad a pais; de un Ingeniero Con
sultor, nombrado en Ia misma 
forma par cado Gobierno, y de 
los Secretaries e Interpretes que 
carla Gobierno crea conveniente 
agregar a su respectit·a Comision. 
Cada Gobierno fijar:'l separad::t· 
mente los sueldos y emolumentos 
de los miembros de su Comision. 

ARTfCULO lll 

La Comision Internacional de 
Limites no podri funcionar sino 
cuando estuvieren presentes los 
dos Comisionados. Residinl pre
cisamentc: en Ia frontera de los 
dos p:.ti!-es contratantes y se es
tablecera en los lugares que ella 
determi nare; pero se trasladar~ 



h0weq:r, :-cpatr to pl<H:~s at 
w~1ic~1 any of the difficulties or 
questions mentioned in this con
\·entio:. may arise, as soon as it 
shall haYe heen duly notified 
thcreoi. 

• \RT!CLE IV. 

\\.hen, owing to natural causes, 
any change shall take place in 
the bed of the Rio Grande or 
in rhat of the Colorado River, in 
that portion thereof wherein those 
rivers form the boundary line be
twee:l the two countries, which 
may affect the boundary line, 
notice of that fact shall be given 
by the proper local authorities 
on both sides to their respective 
Commis.:;ioners of the Interna
tional Boundary Commission, on 
recei\·ing \Vhich notice it shall be 
the duty of the said Commission 
to repair to the place \'-·here the 
change has taken place or the 
question has arisen, to make a 
personal examination of such 
change, to compare it with the 
b~d of the river as it was before 
the change took place. as shown 
by the surveys, and to decide 
whether it has occurred through 
a\·ulsion or erosion, for the effects 
of articles I and II of the con
vention of November u, 1884; 
having done this, it shall make 
suitable annotations on the sur
veys of the boundary line. 

ARTICLE V. 

\\rhene\·er the local authorities 
on any point ·of the frontier 
between the l'nited States of 

sin dilaci0n :'l lo~ lugare~ en que 
ocurra cualquicra de las diticul
t<tdcs ll cucstiones menciunadas 
en Ia presente con\·encion, tan 
luego como s~ le haga Ia notifica
cion correspondiente. 

ARTICULO IV . 

Cuando, por causas naturales, 
ocurriere alguna alteraciOn en el 
cauce del rio Bravo del ~orte 6 
del rio Colorado, en Ia parte en 
que estos rios sirven de limite 
entre los dos paises, que afecte 
la linea diYisoria, se notili.car:i 
este hecho porIa autoridad local 
respecti\·a de uno U otro lado, al 
Comisionado respective de Ia 
ComisiOn lnternacional de Li· 
mites, Ia cual tendr:i obligacion, 
al recibir ese aviso, de trasladarse 
al Iugar del cambia 6 cuestion: 
examinar;i. personalmente el cam
bia indicado, lo compararci con 
d cauce que seguia el rio antes 
de que este cambia tuviera Iugar, 
segun aparezca de los pianos re
spectivos, y deddir:i si se ha veri
ficado por avulsion 6 Corrosion, 
para los electos de los artlculos 
I y li de Ia Convencion de doce 
de Noviembre de mil ochocientos 
ochenta y cuatro, hacienda las 
anotacione& correspondientes en 
los pianos de Ia linea divisoria. 

ARTfcvLO V. 

Siempr~ que Ia autoridad local 
de cualquier pun to de Ia frontera 
entre los Estados Cnidos de 
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Am!!rica an:.! the L'niteC St<ttes 
of Mexico, in that portion in 
which the Rio Grande and the 
C•Jlorado River form the bound· 
ary br.!twecn the two countries, 
shall think that works are being 
constructed, in either of those 
rivers, such as are prohibited by 
article III of the conventivn of 
November r :z, ~884, or by article 
VII of the treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo of February z, t8o~S, they 
shall so notif;· their respective 
Commissioners, in order that the 
latter may at once submit the mat· 
ter to the International Boundary 
Commission, and that said Com· 
mission may proceed, in accord
ance with Lhe provisions of the 
foregoin'g article, to examine 
the case, and that it may d~cidc 
whether the work is among the 
number of those which are per
mitted, or of those which are pro
hibited by th• stipulations of 
those treaties. 

The Commission may provi· 
sionally suspend the construction 
of the works in question pending 
the inv~stigation of the matter, 
and if it shall fail to agree on this 
point, the works shall be sus
pend~d. at the instance of one of 
the two Governments. 

ARTICLE VI. 

In either of these cases, the 
Commission shall make a per
sonal ~xamin.ltion of the matter 
which occasions the change, the 
GUCstion or the complaint. and 
sh01ll gi\·e its decision in r~gard 

to the same, in doing which it 

:\TT'!~rica y l0s F.stad0s Cnicl.ns 
i\lexicanos, en la parte en que 
los rios Br.-·o del >iorte y Col· 
orado sin•en de limite ;i. lv:) do5 
paiscs, creyere que se !!Stt'ln con
struyendo obras en cualquiera de 
estes rios, que sean de las pro
hibidas por el articulo Ill de Ia 
Con,·er.cion de doce de :\o\·iem
bre de mil ochocientos ochenta y 
cuatro, 6 pore\ articulo VII del 
tratado de Guadalupe Hidalgo 
de dos de Febr<ro de mil ocho· 
cientos cuarenta 'j echo, lo not(fi. 
carl al Comisionado respective, 
para que este someta, desde 
luego, el punta i la Conti!'ion 
lnternacional de Limites, }' ~sta 
proceda, conforme a las prescrip
ciones del articulo precedeO:e, a 
examinar el o:aso, y decida si la 
obra es de las permitidas {,debs 
prohibidas por las estipulaciones 
de aquellos tratados. 

La Comision podr<i su:.:.per.Ct!r, 
provisionalmente, la con!truccior. 
de las obras en c:.;~stion, mientras 
se examina el asunto, y si no se 
pusiere de acuerdo 50bre este 
punto, se suspendedn las obras 
a peticion de uno de los dos 
Gobiernos. 

En cualquiera de est0s ca:.:.os, Ia 
Comision h~ni. un t!Xitmen per· 
sonal del asunto qu~ moti\·~rc d 
cambia, cuestion 6 qucja, y dar;\ 
sn fallo re:ipecto del ~i.;nw; pura 
lo cual observad :us requisites 
que !!Stablezca un reg:lamcntrJ 
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~h:t:l c0mpiy '.\·ith the r~quire· form:tdo por Ll rnisma Comision 
11w::i.:'l t'~\a1>:i~I:L'Li by a body of yaproU;uJuporlo5-rlosGobicrnos. 
:·c~·~lc;tiO:ls to b~..· ph:p.arl.'d by the 
~~id Cummissi\m <1nd appro\'ed 
'by both GoYernmc:nts. 

ARTICLE VII. 

Th~.: International Boundary 
C0!nm:ssion shall have po,·:er 
to call for papers and informa
tion, and it shall be the duty of 
the authorities of each of tht: two 
countri~s to ~ei'ld it any papers 
th;.1t it may call for, relating to 
any boundary question in which 
it may have jurisdiction in pur
suance of this con,·ention. 

The said Com mission shall have 
power to summon any_ witnesses 
whose testimvny it may think 
proper to take, and it shall be the 
duty of all persons thus sum
moned to appear before the same 
and to give their testimony, witich 
shall be taken in accordance with 
such by-laws and regulations as 
may beadopted by the Commis
sion and appro\·ed hy both Gov
ernments. In case of the refusal 
oi a witness to appear. he shall 
t.c: compt:ilcd to do so, and to this 
end the Commission may make 
use of the same means that are 
used by the courts or the respec
tive countries to comp~l the at
ttndance of witnesses, in con
formity with their respecti \'e laws. 

AkTICLE Vllt 

If both Commis-sioners :-;hall 
agree to a decision. their judg
ment shall be_ considered binding 
upon both Governments, unless 
one of thtm sh~ll disoqJprove it 

,\RTfCt:LO VIL 

La Comision Internacional de 
Limites tendc't facultad de pedir 
documentos e in formes, y las au
toridades de cada uno de los dos 
paises tendnin el c:!.eber de t:n
viarle cualesquit::ra documentos 
que ella les pida, referentes a cua.l
quiera cuestion de limites en que 
tengajurisdiccion conformei esta 
Convencion. 

La misma Comision tendr.i 
facultad de citar 1 los testigos 
cuyas declaraciones crea conve
niente tamar, y las personas cita
das tendroin el dtber dt com
parecer ante Ia misma y de dar 
sus declaracioncs, las cuales se 
tomarin de conformidaC con las 
!eyes y reglamentos que aclopte 
Ia Comision y aprueben ambos 
Gobiernos, En caso de que a! gun 
testigo se rehuse a comparecer, 
se le obligara 1 ella, usando al 
efecto Ia Comision de los mismos 
arbitrios que tengan los tribunales 
del pais respective para hacer 
comparecer te!'tigos. de acuerdo 
con sus respectivas leyes. 

ARTICULO VIII, 

Si ambos Com'isionados estu
vieren de acuerdo en una resolu
cion, su Cal1o se considerar~ obli· 
gatorio para ambos Gobiernos, a 
no scr que alguno de eltos lode sa. 



withln vne month reckoned from 
the dayo:1 whid11t shall h<.L\·~ been 
pronounced. In the- latter ..:asc, 
both Go\·crnments shall take <.:Og· 

ni7.ance or the matter. and !;hall 

d!!..:ic.le it c.unicably, bearing con
stantly in mind the stipulation 
of .\rticle XXI ot the tre.Hy "f 
Guadalupe Hidalgo of February 
1, tS~8. 

Th~ snme sh.lil b.:.: tho.!<:aS(; when 

the Commis3ioners shall fail tCJ 
agree concerning' the point which 
occasions the question, the com
plaint or the change, in which 
case each Commissioner shall pre
pare a report, in writ;ns. \Vhich 
he shall lay bd0re his Govern

ment. 
ARTtCt.E IX. 

i 

This con\'ention shall be rati
fied by both parties, in ~ccordance 
with tht prod!'ions of their re
spt:cti\·.e constitutions. and the 
ratifh:ations thereof shall be ex
changed at \Vashington ~::,speed
ily as possible-and shall be in 
force from the date of the ex
change of ratification for a period 

pro bare dc.:ntro d·: un mes ..:onta(!O 
Gcsde d d1a ~.:n que se pronuncie 
En l!Ste u:t:mo casu, ambo;, Gobi
ernos se a\·o..:ar;'m d conocimiento 

dd asunto r to clt:cidir.in amisto
samentl!, en !a fl)rma que les par
eclere .iustihcada y convenient!!. 
tenienc!0 >i~rnpr~..: presente l..1 
estij:>ulac:on dd .\rtlcuto XXI del 
tratado de Gui.ldo:dup~ Hidalg•) (!e 

do5 de fcbr•:ro c!e mil odLOticn· 
tos c•Jarenta y od10 

Otro tanto suc~dc:!".i ..:uu:tc!o :~··5 
Comisionados no se pongan de 
acuerrio respecto del punta que 
motiva la cu~stion. qucja /J <.:am· 

bio, en cuyo caso Cd.da Comision
ado forrnub.d t..:n dict:'ur.e:t por 
escrito ~ue prcs~ntaroi ;·l su re· 
~pccti\'o Gobii!L no. 

ART(Ct:LO IX. 

Le presente Convencion ser;'l 
ratificada por arr.b;ts partt:s, de 
acuercio con suli rcspecti\·os p~o
cedimientos constltuclon:-des, y 
las ratificaci,)nes se cangeJ.r;'tn 
en \\'o:Lshington tan pront0 c0mo 
iuere posible, y permanc:ced en 
\·igor por un periodo di! cinco 
at1os cont2.dos d!!sde I.\ fecha del 

of rive years. canje dt: r;Hificaciones 
In tcst:mony what:<Jl th~ un· En tes!imonio de to cuat los 

dersigned Plenipotentiaries ha\·e Plenipotr:nci<.trivs in!rascritr..H Ia 
si.;ne<l and sealed it. han rirm;i(!•J y st:lti.!dO. 

Doni.! in duplicate, in the city Hecha por duj.>Ecado, en 1.:\ 
of \\'asilington, in the English ciud;Jd de \\·ashir~gtun, en las 
and Spanish langu;\.~cs, on the: 1st lcng:uas in~ksa y espa~u:a, d 
dar of :'.larch one thousand eight dia prim~.:w de :'.br..:o dt: m,! 
hundred and eighty-nine. ochocient05 CL'h~nt<' \' tu:C\'~. 

T. F. 8.\\<KI' [•r.<:.] 
~1. Rl>~llRO. [:it:.\L.) 
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And \\·hereas the said Convention has been July ratified 
on both p:uts, :mJ the ratifi~ations of the same were ex
changed at the city of Washington on the twenty-fourth day 
of December, one thousand eight hundred and ninety: 

"ow, thereiore, be it known th:~t I, Benjamin Harrison, 
President of the United States of America, have caused the 
said Convention to be made public, as J.mend.:d, to the cnJ 
that the same and every article and clause thereof may be 
observed and fulfilled with good faith by the United States 
and the citizens thereof. 

In witness whereof, I ha,·e hereunto set my hand and 
caused the seal of the C nited States to be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington this 26th day of Decem
ber, in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight 
hundred and ninety and of the Independence of 

[SEAL.] the li nited States of America the one hundred 
and fifteenth. 

BEN] HARRISO"' 
By the President: 

J.U1ES G BLAI:-;E 
Surtlary of Stau. 



\f£X1CO-oOnDA~r. 

CONVENTION 

l<lTWEF.~ 

THE L":\ITCD ~T.\TES Of .-UlERlC.\ .·\:\0 Tl!E 
u:\ITED ST.-\TES Of :\IEXICO. 

TO FACILITATE THE CAR~YING OUT OF THE PR1NCIPLES 
CONTAINED 1N T!clE TREATY OF NOVEMBER 1~. 1884, AND 
TO AVOID THE DIFFICULTIES OCCASIONED 9Y RZASON OF 
THE CHANGES WHICH TAKE PLACE IN THE BEDS OF THE 
RIO GRANDE AND COLORADO RIVERS. 

Signf.li at 1/"asliingtoll Jfurdl I. r889. 
Ratifirttl:·"" a,i;.:zud Jf11)' ;. 1890. 
Ratifird. ~)' llh' FrtJidcnt t7j JlcxiccJ Octob,·r Jl, I33p. 
Ratijiai l~1· tlu Prtsidoll of t/re UJ:iltJ Statu lJtumbtr 6, 1890. 
R.tt!fi~·utiom o.:rltangccl D<umbn· ... 4, 1~90. 
Frodllill~t'd Dc·amf!rr ;6, 1390. 

BY THE PRESIDE?'T OF Tl!E l'~:!TE!> ST.\TE> OF .\)!ERIC.\. 

A PROCLA~IA TION. 

\\'hereas a Convention between the United States of 
America and the L' nited States of l\lexico to facilitate the 
carrying out of the principles contained in the treaty of 
~ u\•emuer I~. I884, between the same High Contracting. 
Parties and to avoid the difficulties occasioned by reason of 
the changes \\"hich take place in the bed uf the Rio Grande 
and that oi the Colorado Hi,·cr, in that portion thereof 11·here 
they ><:n·e as a uuundary bet\\"Cen the two Re!Juhlics, \\"as 
concluded and ~igned ~>:· the rc,pecti\'C Plenipotentiaries of 
the aforesaid lh;h Cmtracting Parties at the city of '\'ash
ington, on the lirst da\· c,f :\larch. one thou~and eight hundred 



and cight;·-ninc. tit<: vri.~i,ul ()( wh,clt Cvm·.:ntiun. u.:ing- in 
the Engii~h ,utd SpJnisit bngu;tges. ;t!ld as amendcJ by the 
Sc:nate of the United States is 1\"urd for l":()rd as follo\\"S: 

The l"nited 5tat~s ot .\m~rica 
and tht.! C nLted States ot ~l..:xit.:o, 

desiring to facilitate the carrying 
out of the principles containc::~ in 
the treaty of November t :, t88~. 

and to a\·oid the diffit.:ulties occa
sioned by reason of the chan~es · 
which take place in the b'=d of the 
Rio Grande and that o{ the Colo· 
rado river. in that ponion thereof 
where they serve as a boundary 
between the two Republics, ha\·e 
resoln~d to cunc\ude a tre:~ty :or 
the attainment o( these vbjects. 
and have app()inted as their re
spective Plenipotentiaries: 

The President of the Cnitcd 
States of .-\ merica, Thomas F. 
Bayard, Secretary of State of t~e 
Cnited States of America; and 

The President of the \_; nited 
States of ~texico. ~Iatias Romero, 
Envoy Extraordinary and ~linis
ter Plc..tipotentiary o( the L·nited 
5tates of ~texico, at \Vashington: 

\\'ho, after having e<hibited 
their respective full powers, and 
having iound ehe same to bi.! in 
good and due form, have agreed 
upon the following articles: 

.\RTICLE I. 

All differencesorques~ions that 
may arise on that portion of the 
frontier between the{.; nited States 
o( America and the Cnited States 
o( )lexica where the Rio Grilndl! 
and the Colorado ri,,.ers form the 

Los Estados L'nidc:s de .\mc!r
it.:a y los Estados l" niJos ~lcxi

canos, deseando facditar Ia ejec
ucion de \oj principles contcnidos 
en el tratado de docc de :\ovicm· 
bre de mil cchocientos ochenta y 
cuatro, y evitar lils dificultades 
ocasionadas con motive de los 
cambios que tienen Iugar en d 
cauce de los rios I3ravo del :'\one 
y Colo:-ac.!o, en :a p .. 1rt~ qui! sin·en 
de limite entre las dos Repl•bli
cas, han resudto conduir un tra
tado que satisf~ga. c.-stos objctos, 
y hetn nombrado sus rt~spectivos 

Plenipotenciarios: · 
El Presidcnte de \os Estados 

Cnidos de :\mCrica, ;\Thomas F. 
Bayard, Secretario de Ejtado de 
los Est.J.d0s L'nido:s de .-\mtr· 
tca; y 

El Presidente de loj Estados 
Unidos )lexicanos, :\ ~latias Ro· 
mere, Envi.:ldo Extraordinario y 
:\Iinistro Plenipotenciario de los 
Estados L'nic!os :'-it!~icanos. ~n 

Washington: 
Qui~nes. despues de hotberse 

mostrado sus respecti\·os p\enos· 
poderes, r encontd.dotos en buena 
y debida torma, han con\·enido 
en los articulos sigui!!ntes: 

Todas las dilt:rencias 6 cues
tiones que se suscite-n en Ia parte 
de Ia frontera entre los Estados 
Cnidos de Ame!rica r los Estados 
t..;nidos :\Iexicanos, en 4ue sirven 
de t:nea c.livisoria los rios Bra\·o 



boundar~· line. \\'hctht:r such dif· 
fcrences or questions grow 0ut of 
ai~cr:ltions or chang-es in the bed 
oi the :t!( .. resaid Ri0 G r;1ncte and 
that of the afore~aid Colorado 
Ri\'a. or of wfHks til.lt may be 
(Onstrut:tcd in said ri\·er5, or of 
any oth~r cause .l:ft:cting the 
boundary line. ~hall be submitted 
for examination and decision to 
.::1n International Boundary Com
mission, \\'hich shall h~we exclu· 
SL\·e jurisdiction in the ~.:ase of 
said differences or questions. 

ARTICLE II. 

The I :1ttrnational Boundary 
Commission jhall be composed of 
a Commissioner appointed by the 
President of the l"nited States 
of .\merica. and of another ap· 
pointed by the President of the 
l" nited States of )texico, in :lC· 

cordanc~ with the constitutional 
pro\·isions of each country, of a 
Consulting Engineer, appointed 
in the same manner by each Gov
ernment, and oi such Secretaries 
and Interpreters as either Gov
ernment may see fit to add to its 
Commission. Each Government 
separately shall nx the salaries 
and emoluments of the members 
of its Commission. 

ARTICLE III. 

The International Boundary 
Commission shall not transact 
any business unless both Com
missionas ar~ present. It shall 
sit on the frontier oi the two con
tracting countries. and sho11l ~S· 

tablish itsd{ at such plact:s as it 
may determine upon: it shall, 

del :'\urtc y Colora~o. yrt s,.a que 
pro,·engan de altcraciones 0 cam. 
bios ~n el \echo cie l~s expresadO!t 
r:0s nravo del :\orte y Colorado: 
).';"~ de obras que se con!'truyan en 
los mismos; 0 ya de cualquiera 
otro moti\·o G.'J~ aiecte i Ia linea 
fronteriza. se ~ometer:in al ex
;lmen y decision de una Comision 
lnternacional de Limites. Ia cual 
tendr;i jurisdiccion exclusi\·a so
bre dichas diferencias 6 cues
ttones. 

AR1'1Ct'LO II. 

La Comision Internncional de 
L:mit~s se compondri de un Co
m isionado nombrado por cl Presi
ti~nte de !os Estados L."nidos de 
.\mtrica y 0tro nombrado par el 
Prcsidente de los Estados L'nidos 
~texicanos, c0nforme ;1. las pre
scripciones c'onstitucionales de 
.:ac!a pais; de un lngenic:ro Con
sultor, nombrado en Ia misma 
forma por cado Gobierno, y de 
los Secretaries e lnterpn:tes que 
carla Gobierno crea conveniente 
agregar a su respecti\"3 Comi!'iOn. 
Cada Gobierno fijar;'l separad:t· 
mente los sueldos y emolumentos 
cte los miembros de su Comision. 

ARTICULO III 

La Comision Internacional de 
Limites no podr3. funcionar sino 
cuando estuvieren presentes los 
do:=. Comisionados. Residinl pre· 
cisamente en Ia frontera de los 
dos p:ti~es contratantes y se es
ta.blecer:·~ en los lugares que ella 
determinare; pero se trasladar.;, 



huwe,·i.:r. :-::pa1r to plac~s <H 

w~uc!1 any of the difficulties or 
'-{Uestions mentioned in this con
n~·raio:; may arise. as soon as it 
shall ha\'e been duly nntified 
thcreoi. 

. \RTJCLE IV. 

\\'hen. owing to natural causes, 
any change ~hall take place in 
the bed of the Rio Grande or 
1n that of the Colorado Ri\·er, in 
that portion thereof wherein those 
ri\·ers form the boundary line be
twee:l the two countries, which 
rna~· affect the bollndary line, 
:1otice uf that fact shall be given 
by the proper local authorities 
on both sides to th~ir respective 
Commis.:;ioners of the Interna
tional Boundary Commission, on 
recei\'ing which notice it shall be 
the duty nf the said Commission 
to repair to the place where the 
..::hange has taken place or the 
question has arisen, to make a 
personal examination of such 
change, lU compare it with the 
bl!d of the rh·er as it was before 
the change took place, as shown 
by the sun·eys, and to decide 
whether it has occurred through 
a\'ulsion or erosion, for the effects 
of articles I and II of the con
vention of November 12, 1884; 
having done this, it shall make 
suitable annotations on the sur
veys of the boundary line. 

ARTICLE V. 

\\"hencver the !(leal authorities 
on any point 'of the frontier 
between the l'nited States of 

~in ddaci0n :'( los. lugares en que 
ocurra cualquicra de las dificui
Lldcs ,:) cucstivnes menc..:i0nadas 
en Ia p:-csente cun\'encion, tan 
luego co:no se le haga Ia notifica
cion c.:orrespondiente . 

• \RTfCULO IV . 

Cuando, por c.:ausas naturaies. 
ocurriere alguna alteraciOn en el 
cauce del rio Bravo del ~orte 6 
del rio Colorado, en Ia parte c:n 
qui! estos rios ~irven de limite 
~ntre los dus paises, que afecte 
Ia linea di\'isoria, se notificar3. 
este heche por Ia autoridad local 
respl!c.:ti\'a de uno U otro \ado, al 
Comisionado respective de lc.. 
ComisiUn Internacional de Li
mites, Ia cual tendri obligacion, 
al recibir ese a\·iso, de trasladarse 
al Iugar del cambia 6 cuestion; 
examinara personalmente et cam
bio indicado, lo comparar3. con 
d cauce que seguia el rio antes 
de que este cambio tu\·iera Iugar, 
segun aparezca de los pianos re
spcctivos, y cieddir3. si se ha veri
ficado por avulsion 6 Corrosion, 
para los efectos de los artfculos 
I y II de Ia Convencion de doce 
de Noviembre de mil ochocientos 
ochcnta y cuatro. hacienda las 
anotacione& correspondientes en 
los planes de Ia linea divisoria. 

ARTfCt:LO v. 

Siempr~ que Ia autoridad local 
de cualquier pun to de Ia frontera 
entre los Estados enidos de 



Amer:ca an:! thl! eni~:c! St:~tes 

of ~lexica, in that portion in 
which the Rio Gran de and the 
C•llorado Rh·er form the t)ound. 
ary between the two countries, 
shall think that works are being 
constructed, in either of those 
rivers, such as are prohibited by 
article III of the con,·enliun of 
November·IZ, ~884, or by article 
VII of the treat)' of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo of February:, I s~s. they 
shall so notify their respective 
Commissi0ners, in order that the 
latter may at once submit the mat
ter to the International Boundary 
Commission, and that said Co:n
mission may proceed. in accord
ance with the provisions of the 
foregoing article, to examine 
the case, and that it may d!!cidc 
whether the work is among the 
number of those which are ?er
mitted, or of those which arc: pro
hibited by tho stipulations of 
those treaties. 

The Commission may provi
sionally suspend the construction 
of the works in qu~stion pending 
the invc:stigation of the matter, 
and if it shall fail to agree on this 
point, the works shall be sus
pendid. at the instance of one of 
the two Governments. 

ARTICLE VI. 

[n either of these cases. the 
Commission shall make a per· 
sonal I!Xamination of the matter 
which occasions the change. the 
question or the complaint. and 
shall gi,·e its deci~ion in rl!gard 
to the same, in doin:; which it 

5 

.\:n;;rlca y [('IS F.stad0s T.:nicl.ns 
:.Olexicanos, l:!n la parte en que 
los rios Bra,·o del :-iorte y Col
or; . .u.lo sin·en de limite :i. lv:; ~.:-5 

pa:scs, creyere que se ~st;i.n con
struyendo obras en cualquiera de: 
estes rios, que sean· de t .... s pro
hibidas por el articulo Ill de Ia 
Conver.cion de dace de :\o,·iem
bre de mil ochocientos ochenta y 
cuatro, 6 por el articulo Vt ( del 
tratado de Guadalupe !-licia!g0 
de des de Febr~ro de mil ocho· 
cientos cuarenta y ocho, lo notifi. 
cad al Comisionado respective. 
para que c:ste someta, desde 
luego, el punto ;i la Comis.inn 
lnternacional de Limit~s. y ~sta 
proceda, conforme i las prescrip· 
ciones dd articulo preceden~e. a 
examinar el O:ilSO, y decida si Ia 
obra es de las pcrmitidas l' de bs 
prohibidas por IJ.s estipulaciones 
de aquellos tratados. 

La Comi:,ion podr;i su::-per:dc.:r, 
provisional mente, Ia con!truccior. 
de las obrns en c~estion. mientras 
se examina el asunto, r si no s~ 
pusiere de acuerdo .;obre estt 
punta, se suspended.n las obras 
;i peticion de uno de los dos 
Gobiernos. 

.\RT!ct:Lo VI. 

En c~.;alquiera de estos ca~os, Ia 
Comi!iion had. un ~:odmett per
sonal del asunto quo:! moti\·.:ue d 
c:unbio, cuestivn 6 queja, y 1.1d. 
su iallo re:ipecto deliT'.i::omo: p~ra 
lo cual observCJ.r.i. ~vs rcquisi~vs 

que ~stablezca un rcgl;.tlncntv 
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~h;,;J c:0:npiy ·.\·ith the r..:qutrc- foror.:;Uo por L.;. mi5ma Comision 

:~tt·::i.:- ~::-\~:!,:i~h:Li Lty a l1od~· uf y:q.•:-uiJoiLiup.Hlo~ ... t(JsGobicr~os . 
.... -,;.,:;:t:o:l:.:. to b.: ;.>r ... ·po..tr~d by the 
:'-~lid Cvrnn~i~sio..)n and J.jJprovcd 

~y l'utlt Go\·ernmc:nts. 

ARTICLe VII. 

Thl! In~crnatiunal Boundar\' 
C0:nmission shall have power 
to call fur_ papas and informa

tion. and it sho.11l be the duty of 
the ~tuthorities of each of the two 
countrii!S to ::t:;1d it any papers 
that it may call for. rtlati:tg to 
any bound.uy question in which 
it may ha\·e jurisdiction in pur
suance o{ this com·entlon. 

The said Commission s~a\1 ha\·e 
power to summon an:- wttnesses 
whose tcstimuny it may think 
proper to take. and it shall be the 
duty oi all pcnons thus sum
moned to appea.r beiore the same 
and to give their testimony, wilich 
shall be taken in accordance with 
such by-laws and regulations as 
may be adopted by the Commis· 
sion and appro,·ed hy both Gov· 
ernments. Tn ca!-e of the rc:fusal 
ot a witness to appear. he shall 
t,~ (CJtn pt:iteci 10 do so, and to this 
end the Commission may make 
use of the same means that are 
used by the courts of the respec· 
tive countries 10 compel the at· 
tendance of "•itnesses, in con· 
formity with their respective laws. 

AkT!CLE VII!. 

If both Commissioner$ :'hall 
agree to a decisi0n. their judg· 
ment shall be considered binding 
upon both Go\·ernmcnts. unless 
one of them ~h"U dis<qJprove it 

c\KT(Cl:LO VII. 

La Comision lntern:J.cional de 
Limites tendr;i facultad de pedir 
documentos e in formes. r las au
toridadt:S de cada uno de los rlos 
paises tenddn e\ Ccber de en· 
viarle cualesquicra documentos 
que ella les pida, reft:rentesoicua.l· 
quiera cuestion d~ limites en que 
tcn.!Sajurisdiccion <.onforme:i est a 
Convencion. 

La misma Comision tt:ndroi 
facultad de citar a los testigos 
cuyas declar:J.ciones crea conve
niente tamar, y las personas cita· 
das tenddn el dt:ber d~ com
parecer ante Ia misma y de dar 
sus declaraciont:s, las cuales se 
tomarin de conformidad con las 
\eyes y rcglamentos que adopte 
Ia Comision y aprueben ambos 
Gobiernos. En case de que algun 
testigo se rehuse a comparecer, 
se le obligarA A ella, usando al 
cfecto la Comision de los mismos 
arbitrios que tengan los tribunales 
del pais respective para hacer 
com parecer te~tigos. de acuerdo 
con sus respectivas !eyes. 

.1\.RT(CULO VIII. 

Si ambos Com"isionados estu
\'iercn de acuerdo en una resolu
cion, su fallo se considerar:\ obli
gatorio para ambos Gobiernos, a 
no ser que alguno de elias lo desa-



wi:.hin une month r~ckonc:d frnm 

tht:duyon whi(h ti ::;hail hu\·~ been 

pronounced. l:l tht: btter ~..:a:.t:, 

both Go\·ernment!' shall tot he tog

niT.~nce:: of the matter. and shall 
dt:d<.le it ;.nnicably. b~aring- cun· 
stantly in mind t!'le stipulation 
o( .\rticle XXI ot the tr~aty ~>f 

Guadalupe. Hidalg<> of February 

'' ( s .s 

Th~ same sh~dl b..:: tht: t::JSC when 

the Comm1sstoners s!1all i<J.il to 
agree concerning- the point which 
occasions the question. the cern
plaint or the chang-e. in \Vhich 
case each Commissionr.:- shall pre

pare a report. in writ;n~. which 
he shall lay bdc1re his Go\·ern
ment. 

ARTICLE IX. 

This con\·ention sr.all bt: rati
fied by both parties. iu accordance 
with tht: proYi!'ions of their rt:· 
specti\:e constitutions. and the 
ratifications ther~of shall be ex
changed at \\·ashin~ton C:b soeect
ily as possible-and shall. be in 
force from the date oi· th~ ex
chang~ of ratification for a period 
oi tiYe years. 

In test:mony wh~r~ot' the un
d~rsigned Plenipote::ntt<J.rics ha\·e 
si;;nt!cl and sealed it. 

Doni.! in dup\ic:~tt:. in the city 
of \\'asitington, in the Eng.ltsh 
and Spanish langua:;cs. on the rst 
da}' or ~1.:\rch on~ tltousand eight 
hundred and eighty-nine:. 

pro bare d~rH rod·~ u n m~s ~.:ontd<~o 
c!o.:sdt: d di~ en que '>t! pronunt.:ie 
En cste ult;mo La:>u •• tmbos Gobi
t:rnos sc <l\'O~ar;'tn d conocimtento 
<.!d asunto r lo dt:cidir.in amisto· 
sam~nte, en ~a k.rma que les p..tr· 
ecit:re _iusriricad=.~. )' convenie:H~. 
teuicnCr:> 'li~mprc prescnte io..~ 

csti?ulaclon tid .\rticulo XXI dd 
tratado di! Gu..1dodupc Hidalgo (~c! 
do:i de Fcbr•:ru C..:e mtl odt0Li~n· 
tos C'lc!rc:\t=.~. y odw. 

Otro tanto sucedc.:-.i ..;u ... :-sc!v j(.:; 

Comisionados n0 se pongan Ce 
~c·.1ert:io rc!Sp~cto tiel punto que 
r.lOti\'i.l. Ia cu-:sti0n. qucja ,·> t.:am· 
b;o, c:n cuyo ~o:a~o cada Comiston
~co for:nut:1d t.:n c!ict:.lll'.e:"J por 
cscrito '-!ue prcsentar;i :i. su rc
spc~o:ti\·u Gobicmo. 

..I.KT(Ct:LO IX. 

Le prescnte Convenci0n scr:i 

rC'.tificada pur arr:b.:ts partc!s, de 
acuerdo con sui; respective:; p:-o
cedi:-nientos ~.:onstitucionnles, y 
las ratific.lci,)n~s se cangcJ.r.in 

t"n \\'<tshington tan pronto ccmu 
t'lt~re posibl~. y permanccer;l en 
\·igor por un pcriodo d<! •.::ncu 

~u1.us conti"1dos tlc;:,de 1.~ tech~ Lie\ 

canje tit: ratillcacioncs. 
En testimonio de lu cuJ.l lo'l 

Pknipotenc;o.tr:vs in!r:lscritos l:l. 

han tirtn;.i(!•J :: :;::llado. 
Hecha por du;_Jlic:ulu, =n 1.1 

ctudad rlc: \\'<1shir.~ton. en l;l.s 
lcng:uas i:1g·k:.a y espa:lv;a, el 
<La prim...:ru ck :'-lotr.:o de n;~ 

oclto...:ienws c~..:ht:nta \' nu~\'..:. 

T. F. B.~Y:~l<L' 

~I Ro~tr.Ko. 

[•o:.] 
(;1:.\L.] 
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.-\nd whcre3S the S;lid Convention h;~s ueen July ratified 
on both p:ms, :md til~ ratift~;~ti.:HI; oi the :;arne were eX· 
changed at the cit)" of Washington on the twemy-fourth dar 
of December, one thousand eight hundred and ninet:·: 

"ow, thereiore. be it known that I. Benjamin H;~rrison, 
President of the United States of America, h:we c3used the 
said Convention to be made public, ;IS 3mendcd, to the end 
that the same and every article and clause thereof may be 
observed and fulfilled with good faith by the United Scates 
and the citizens thereof. 

In witness whereof. I h3ve hereunto set my hand and 
caused the seal of the L' nited States to be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington this 26th d3y of Decem
ber, in the year of our Lord, one thous3nd eight 
hundred and ninety and of the Independence of 

[sEAL.] the United St3tes of America the one hundred 
and fi fteemh. 

BENJ HARRISO:S 
By the President: 

JA~!ES G BLAI:-IE 
Stcrtl~ry of Stat<. 


