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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

IAXD 
THE UNITED STATES OF ~IEXICO 

I 
TOUCilll\'G THE l~'l'EP.XATIONAL BOUNDARY LINE WHERE 

IT FOLLOWS THE DED OF THE RIO CULOR.u>O. 

Concluded at Washington, Kovember 12, 1884. 
Rat((I.Cfltio" ad~i•ed by the Senate, June 23, 1886. 
Ratijitcl by the Pre.-ident of the United States, J1tly10, 1886. 
RatijicatiMs exchanged at lfa.;hinuton, September 13, 1886. 
Proclaimed, September 14, 1886. 

BY THE PRESIDE~'T OF THE UXITED STATES OF -~~!ERICA. 

A PROCLA~IATION. 

Whcr~as a Couventiou bet"'eeu the Unite<l States of America and 
the Unite<.! 8tates of Me>ico, touching tlle boundary liue between the 
t\ro countries, w.as signctl Uy tbcir respcctiYc Ph:uiput<.:utiarics at Wash
ington, ou the tl'l'~lftll u;;y of xo~cmbcr, one thonsnnu eight hnudred 
:mel eighty-four, the original of ~Uicll Cou,entiou is word for word as 
follol'l'•: 

Con~rution betl'l'e~u the Unile<l 
States of' America aud tbe United 
States of Mexico, toucUiug tUe 
l3ouwJary-Jiue bet"«"(.'Cn the two 
('QnntJ·ic:-:: \t"hl*rc it follows t.b~ bed
of the I~ioGrnudc :.111d the Hio CoJ. 
orndo. 

1Vbcrcn::., in Ylrtne of the 5tU 
ruticle of r~e To·caly of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo bctl'l'eOIIIhc Uniteol States 
of .Aml*rica aw.l the Uuitecl St:ttcs 
of ~.rexh·v, condmled F(:l.nu:;ry ::!, 
1S4S, n111l of lllc first.artido: of tloat 
of Dccrmhcr 30, lSJ:), crrtnin p:.1rts 
of the dividing line Uetwc•~n tlu~ 
two couutrics folio\'; the middle of 
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Coo~encion eutre los E~tados 
Unidos clc .Am~rica y los Esta<los 
Uni<los )lexica nos, respccto de Ia 
Huca Uh·isol"ia entre los dos paises, 
en Ill p<trk qnc sig-ue e-1 ledw del 
Uio G r:1tule y del Rio Colorado. 

Pur cnnnto, \!U "t"irtnd del articulo 
V. uel tr;otauo de Gunclalupe Hi· 
cbl.zo, couclni1lo el !! <.lc Frbrcro 
Uc 1.")4S CJJtre los E~tado~ Uuhlos 
Uc Am<:rica. y l._j:; E:.;!~c.los Uni1los 
J\Icxkanos, y el articulo I. d€'1 Ue 
30 ue Dicicm bre ole 1853, nlguuag 
porciont:c.: de la :inca 1lh·i~oriot l'Hfre 
los olos pa!ses siguou el centro del 



tbe cbnuuel of the Rio Grondc nod 
the !!io Colorodo, to a"oi<l tliffitnl· 
tics "'hiclJ m~y nrise tbrough tlle 
cbnuges of channel to wl.Jici.J ti.Jo5c 
rivt.•rs are subject through the op· 
eration of natura.l forces, tbt Gov. 
emmeut of the United Stotcs of 
.America au(\ tbe Go'\<.>rmncut of 
the United States of ~lcxico ho,·c 
resoh·ed to conclude a cou,·ention 
whith shall '""down rules for t-he 
determinatiouw of such qn~st.ioos, 
and ha"e appointed as t!Jeir Pleni
potentiaries : 

Tbe Prcsitlent of the United 
Sta tcs of A me rica, Frederick T. 
Freling!Jnysen, Secretary of State 
oft!Je United Stntesi. and the Pres
ident of t!Je United :>tates of )lcx
ico, !llatias Romero, En"OY Extra· 
ordinary and Minister Plenipoten
tiary of the United Mexican States; 

Wllo, after exhibiting their re
specti<e Full Powers, found in good 
and due form, hz\e agreed upon 
the following articles: 

ARl'ICLE I. 
The di<iding line shall fore,·er 

be that described iu the aforesaid 
Treaty r.ntl follow the centre of tbe 
nurmal chaunel of the ri"ers uomed, 
no;witlJstauUing :my altE'ratious in 
the bauks or in t!Jc course of those 
ri<ers, pro<ided that such altera
tion• be effected by naturol cnnses 
t.brough t!Je f'low and gnulunl ero
sion aud deposit of allu,·iuw aU<) 

not by t.he abandonw.-nt of au ex
isting rh·er bctl and the opeuing of 
a new one. · 

Al<l'ICLE II. 

2 

Any other cbatlge, wroug-IJt. by 
the force of the currcut, whC'-thcr 
by t-he cnttiug of a uew lJcd, Ot' 

wUcn llwn: is IUorc tLau one cUau· 
nel by the tleepeuiug of anotUP.r 
chaJJDCl tlwn th:lt wlJich m;trh:c(l 
the bouuu>r\' at. the time of the 
sur\C'f mndc· nuder the aforesaid 
Treat.)·, shall produce no ci.Jangc iu 
the ui,·iuiug line as fixed hy \uc 

cauol dd Rio Grande y uel Hio 
Colorado, con cl fiu de e"itar las 
dificultadcs que puedan ocurrir 
por los cambios tie caual a que 
dichos ri0s est:'tn snjctos por causa 
tie. fuc·rz:ts uatur<~lcs, el GoUieruo 
de Ius Est:ulos Unidos de Ame
r·ica y el Gobicrno de los E"tauos 
Uoidos ~lcxiC<luos hou resuelto 
conclnir uua. conl'eucion que fije 
reglas paz'!l rt.•soh·er esas cuestiones 
y han uomhrado sus Plenipoten
ciarios : 

El Presidcute de los Est<tdos 
Unidos de .Aw~rica a Frederick T. 
FreJinglluJSt•u, Sccrerario de Es
tado de los Est ados Unidos; y 

El Presitlente de los Estados 
Unidos ~Icxicanos, 3 Matias Ro
mero, Eu,·iauo Extraordinario y 
~Iinistro Plenipotc·ucinrio de los 
Estados Uuidos Mexicanos; 

Quiencs, despuesde haberse mos
trado sus resper.ti~os plcnos po
deres, y cucoutri\dolos en hueua y 
delJida forma, Lao cou\'cnido en 
los siguientes nrtfculos: 

AnTfcuLo I. 

L" linea cli<isoria •era siempre 
Ia fijatla en diclto tratfrdo y se, 
guirft cl ceutro del coual normal de 
los cit ad us rios, n pcsar de las alte
rociones en Ins 1iUeras 6 ton el curso 
de esos rios, eou tal qne uiebas 
olter:l~iOI2PS se efectU~n por c:1usas 
uatnmles como Ia conosiou Jenta.y 
gr:tdnal, y el Uep6~ito del olu,·ion, 
y uo por el abandouo del canal 
existcute del rio y Ia a pertura de 
uno uuc,·o . 

..l.nTfcuLo II. 

Cualquiera otro cambia oc:tsio.
nado pur Ia fucrza de Ia corricnte, 
ya s~a. n Lri~uUo uo uue,·o c.·mal, 
0 cu dowle Uaya. mas de uuo, ha.
cieu4lo m:1s prufnndo otro c<lual 
que 110 ~E':l cl que sc mnrt:6 como 
)1nrt<.· Uc Ia 1iuc:1 divisuria al ticwpo 
del recot~odmit•uto hccho con forme 
:'l. dicLo tratatlo, uo produ<.:iri1 alte· 
raciou aJguua tm Ia Huea cJirisoria 



snr\"C.f> of the International Bouo
d:'.ry Commissions in 185:!; but tho 
line tLen lh.t.·\1 siJ<lll coutiu-uc to 
follow the ruidtllc of the original 
channel hell, e,·c11 tlwugh thi• 
should become wholly tlry nr bn 
obstructell Ly dcpooito. 

• ARTICLE III. 

No artificial cUauge iu the navi
gable course of the ri<er, by builll
inz jettie~, piers, or ol.>strnctiou~ 
which may tc~ll to tlcflcc~ the cur
rent or produce deposits of allu
vium, or by <lrcdgiu;; to •1cepl'n au
other thau tllC original clJanucl 
under the Treaty when there is 
more thau one cl.Jannel, or by cnt
tin"' waterways to shorten the navi
gable tlistauce, shall be permitted 
to oflect or alter the di<itlio;:; line 
as ueterminctl by the nforcsaitl 
COJTlllli:lsions in lh5:! or ns deter
ruined by .<l.rticle L hereof and 
nnder the reservation therein con
taiucd; bnt the protection of the 
banks on eitLcr side from erosion 
by re,·etrucuts of stouc or other 
material not nudnly prujcctin~iuto 
tbe current of the ri>cr shall not 
be dceme<l au artificial chaugc. 

ARTICLE IV. 

If any international bridge ba<e 
been or sball be built acros• either 
of the ri't'ers uamed, the point on 
such britlg-cexnctly o,·er tbe middle 
of tbe mniu channel as berein dc
terruinctl shall be mnrke<l by a suit
able monument, wbicltshall dcuoto 
tbe dind10g line for all the pur
pose-s of snch bridge, notwithstaotl· 
ing nuy cbnn~c in the ci.Jotnnel 
which may tLt•rt>aft~r su1wrn~ne. 
But auy ri;rhts other th:tll iu the 
britl~t' it~t.:lf <11111 in tlu .. '- ~ronml on 
which it is built shall in c,·eut of 
auy sud1 snl>='L'flut·ut ch:n1g-c bed~
tl'rmined iu acconlaucc with the 
general pro\·isious of this courcn
tion. 
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tal como fu6 fijarl:. por los recono
cirnicntos do Ia comisiou inter· 
n<~ciuual <l~ ii10ih!.:\. cu lS.j~, pcro 
la. linea. fija1la eutOuces sc~rtira 
Ri('mlo el centro del c;wal ori~iu .. ! 
~Ill) Cll:\Ul{Q ~~tP. lJeg:tfP. a ~eC:lf$0 
riel todo, 6 .. uuotruir.e por "' nln

.vion. 
ARTiCULO Ill. 

~iugun carnbio artificial en el 
CUl'!\0 Da't'egctbl~ <ld rio, S:\ sea. por 
ln. constrnl!cion do jetties, lllUCil~s 
u obstrucciooes que tienllau a des
vinr la corrieute, 6 produz~:m Ct~· 
p6sHos del alll\·ion, 6 por el n~o de 
drag-as para lw.tcr mas profnuUo un 
caunl distiuto del primiti,·o <lei tra
tado, cnnudo baya mas de nuo, 6 
para ahril· ouct"OS canales con el 
objcto de ncortnr h> di<t•tucia por 
agna, se permit in\ q ne afectcO altere 
ln. linea dit"isorin que deterwin6 Ia 
Comisioo en lti5~, 6 Ia que fija cl 
Articulo I. de est a cou<cnci~n, bajo 
Ia limitacion qne en el se rueu
ciona. ~o se considl'rar{t. cowo 
cambio artificial b proteccion de 
las r1beras de uno tt otro !ado con
tra Ia corrosion, cuantlo se Jloug-;m 
re\·estimieuto5 de piedra 6 deotro 
material que no proyecten in<lebida
mentc sobrc Ia corriente del rio. 

ARTfCGLO IV. 

Si se bnbiese constrnido 6 se con
struyese uu poente iotcrnacional 
sabre cnalesquiera t.le lo3 rios men
cionados. sc m;.trc;.utJ. el pnnto U.e 
dicbo puente que quetlc exactn
:nente sobrc el centro del canal 
principal segun se ba <letermirudo 
en este tratudo. con un monnmcuto 
{\ prop6sito. el cual •lcuotaril Ia 
linea clivisoria para todos Jo.-; oU
jeto~ de dicho pncnte, uo oh~t~ntc 
los c:unlJios en cl canal qtu.• pllt!llan 
QC'.nnir (lespncs. Pero totiO.) lo~ 
dercchos que no scau los l)ttC ~e 
h.'n(Tan sol>ro el pn~ntc mi:-:mo, ti 
.:;oh~~- t•l tE':rreno eu el que ~::stC ctli· 
fi('ndo, se Udermiuar;in en cl ca~o 
de ~llguo cambin snh:;ccncntc, de 
acuerdo coo las tli~poioiciones ge
nernles de esta cou,·eociou. 



AI:TICLE v. 
fli;.:lit~ of prO[Wrly 111 respect of 

lnmls wllich may l!;l\·e become Sl!}l· 

nratf'cl throng'h the creathu of new 
clJanllt~ls as ,1~.ftuecl in AHicl<.> II. 
la•rl•n1~ :-:.ll:lllnut Ut> :1tli..•cTetl tJJcrchy, 
hut ...... nc\1 l:uuls sl!nl1 coJJtinuc to be 
tmder tlu .. •jttri:s.,lict-iou ot'tllc country. 
to wllit·-h tUcy pre,·ionsly I.Jc!onbctl. 

In uo case, ho"·ct"er, shall tliis 
retained .iurisdictioual riglJt nn·cct 
or coutrol the rigi.Jt of na,·i~t\tion 
cornJuon to the t.wncountric~ uuUcr 
the .tipnlations of Article Yll. of 
tlleaforesnhl Tre;tty ofGtta(hJlc•upe 
Hidal~o; nutl sucll common rig-llt 
shall coutiunc witl.Jont- prejudice 
throug-lhmt- tile nctu.~lly ua,·i;;ahle 
mniu chauupls of tbe said rirf.!rs, 
from the month of tue Ilio Graude 
to t!Je poiut wuere tile P.io Colorado 
ceases to be tlle interuntinnal 
bonudary, <:>\<:>n tlwug-h any part 
of tLc cl.Jnnnel of said l'h't•Ts, 
through the. clJnn;;-c.!; l.Jercio pro· 
\i{kll agaiust, may Ue comprised 
'dthin the territory of oue or the 
two uations. 

ARTICLE VI. 

Tbis COII\·eutiou sunll !Je ratifled 
by llotl1 parties in ntconlance witb 
their resprctin.• cou~titutioo31IH'O· 
ccdure, and the. ratifir:ttions ex
cl.Jnug-e<.l in tl.JI! city of \Vusl.Jingtc'n 
a.s soon as possible. 

In \t"it.nes5 wll<'.rcof the n·uder· 
sign()cl Plcuipotcntinrirs l1an~: here
unto set their l.Jntul:-; nncl se.'ll~. 

llouc nt tlJc city of "·n~hin~tou, 
in duplicate, iu the Eu;;ll!<i-I.J :nul 
Spaui~h lnn::-nng-e~, tlli.~ twclrtl.J 
day of ~o~cUJllcr, A. D. 1$84. 

Fn.EDA.. T. FitELINGBDYSEN. 
[SE.I.L.) 
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ARTicULO V. 

El tlcrecho de propicdad so!Jre 
las tierras que pnuicrnn qncdor 
6l'p:lr.ula$ por e:tn~;L lie la for· 
maciuu de c:ttl:tl(·~ Hucvo~, de 1a 
mancr:t qth' ~l'. eh.•fiuc cu t'1 .Art ft:n lo 
II. dl.' ('$ta cvu,·cutiou, nose a fcc· 
t:u;\ por ('~ta c;.~nsa; siu~ que las 
CXJH"P:-':Hl:ls ticnaseoutiunnr;'ln per
te.uech.•lu1o n Ia jurisdicdou del 
pnis ;\ <)tlC f1utcs pC'rt<?ucciau. 

Eh uingnn caso, siu embargo, 
afC'ctar:iO rcstriu~ir;'L. ('Stc UrrrclJo 
c.lt.!jLll'i~(liccion, qncamLasp:n1cs se 
re!'en·an, tl c.lcrcclJo de na,·cgacion 
comnn :\ los •los paises, conformo a 
las cstipulacioucs del a.·tfculo VII. 
tiel rcft•riuo trn.ta.lo de Gnatl:tlupe 
Hidalgo; y el cxprcsauo dcrccbo 
comuu de lt:"t\egaciou contiuuar' 
siuuiH:!liU menoscalJo par todo cl 
c~na.J priucipn1 que sea ua"t"ega
!Jlc <lc hccuo, en los cxprcsados 
rios, tlc>tlc Ia l>oco del Rio Grande 
uasta el puuto cu ~ue el Rio Colo
r:ulo C('~3 rle ~er el Jfmite iut<!rna.
cioual, aun cnamlo m1:1 parte del 
caual tle \lichos rio!':i, t•ncda, con 
woti,·o U.c los c<~ml.Jios t'rc,·i:-;.tos co 
et-:ta cOU\'CDCiOII 1 llr.g3 ;'t ('Uill]ll'CU· 
Oer~e cu c) t~rritorio <1<:> un:1 de las 
dos uacioucs. 

Ar:TfCl"LO VI. 

La pr<·H•ute conn~ncion ~crfl.-rati
ficacln por :lUI });~g fUl"tC'S~ <)(• ;JciiCrdO 

cou $Us rr:o:J,etth·o~ procc·dinlirutos 
CotJSt!tntional<'S, r las rntilkacio
llCS .:'e can~cnr{tu cu )a cinUatl de 
~· o1shiugtuu, tau pruuto cowo fuere 
posible. 

·En testimonio <lc lo cn:tl,los Ple
uipotrnci:trios iufrns(:ritos Jo han 
furmnt1o y Sl~lhH.lo. 

llecho pnr dnplic:Hlo Pu Ia ciu· 
dad dt•. \\~:,~lJiurrtoH, t·ul~:-·lrn;,"U~S 
ln~lc~a s Esp:-~fioln, cl di:t \hn·c Je 
:NoYi(·tnLrc de mil ucUocieutos 
ocllcnta y cuatro. 

)1. T:mmno. [sEAL.) 

AtHl whereas tl1e saitl Cou\()ution ll:"ts l.h.'l"B lluly r;.JtiUcc.l ou. l;olh 
parts, :uul the rati6CHtious of the two Gon·rurucuts <:xcUaugcU 111 LIJe 
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city of 'IVas\Jiu~tnu, uu the thirtc-euth <by of Scptcm!Jcr, OtiC thOII80l!<l 
eight lnnuln•jl ancl ci;.:hty·six; 

Nm,·, therefon:, Uc it known that I, Gro,·cr <.:lcn!lnml, rre!-iiclcut. of 
tbe Unite<\ Statr.s or America, lun-e (.':\USC(\ tho .'1aitl Ctlll\ l:Utiou to bo 
mntlf'. public, to the e1lfl that tit-.~ .saUic ami C"t"cr:; article nml clau~o 
tber~uf tuay be oh~ervcd a11tl fnlfillc'l with gootl faith by the Uuitctl 
States at.ll tlw citizru~ tl1crcof. 

lu witncs:5 \rhcrr.of, I 11~,.,~ ll•:r•:'1.1nto ~et. my Uaorl atul causccl tbc seal 
of the Unite•\ State• to be affixc<l. 

Done at t!Je City of W"shiu~to11 this fotlrtccnth clay of ScptcDI!Jet· 
in tho year of unr Lord, one t.lJOusarul l'igLt hundred aud 

[SEAL.] cighty-~ix, :>1nl of tho ltldcpcndcucc of t!Jc Uuiterl States, the 
one huntlrccl ""'\ elci,·enth. 

By tile Prcsidcut: 
T. F. BAYARD, 

Secretary of State. 

GROVER CLEVEL~:::-10. 
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TREATY OF 1884 

Convention Between the United States of America and the 
United States of Mexico, Touching the International 
Boundary Line where it follows the Bed of the Rio Grande 
and the Rio Colorado 
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MEXlCO-HOU::':J >AHY LINE. 

' 
CONVENTION 

11)-;T\\'KY.l' 

T H E U N I 'f E D S T A T E S 0 F A ~I E R I C A 

THE UNITED STATES OF ~IEXlCO 
TOC'CITING TEIB IN'l'JWN A TIO?\ AL BOUNDARY LIKE WHERE 

1'1' FOLLOWS TilE Bl,:U OF THE 100 COLORADO. 

CC'IWluded at TVa.:~hi11gto11, .:Yo rem her 1~~ 1884. 
Ra-tificat-ion ud.r;i~crll1y the .~·e;,af-e, June. 23. 1S86. 
[(((.t(tit<l by the Prc.i<!.·ut of rite United State.<, J,./.y 10, 1886. 
lla-tUlccr-tions exclwHgecl. c!t lfl1.~lt-ingto11, 8rplembcr 13, 1886. 
Proclaimed, Sc1Jtember 14, 1886. 

BY THE PRESIDE;\T OF THE U~\IT~D S'!'.-\TE~ OF A"IERTCA. 

A PilOCLAMATION. 

When:as a- Couveutiou l1(•twccu the Uuitt·d States of Aru('rica and 
t1le Uuitetl States of MPxico: tonchiug t!1e bonud:try line brtwt?cn the 
t\t"O c.:;ount-ril..!s, w_as sigu~d \,y :.heir rcsp<.·,·:~i H: Picu iputcutiarics at W a.sh
in~;ton, on the twelfth tby of XoYeinlH'r1 (:ue t!IOnsnnd ci~l.!l l..inudrcd 
awl eight.r·fonr, the original of wllicll C.out"cut-ion is word for word as 
follows: 

Coun-•ut.ion l.Jetwecu the Unit~:=d 
StJ.tes of Atm~rica aiHl tl.H~ C1dictl 
St:ucs of 1\lexico, touching t-lte 
Bouhdan·-Iiuc Uct~t·c>n t.i1c two 
('0111\tri(~; w1Jc.•rc it fo11ows t.lw hell
of the I-!io Gramlc :.nu.l tin.! r:w Col
or;ulo. 

\VI.a~n<l.~. i11 ,·trtnc of the .Jti.J 
;uti do of r l;e TnJ;:t.y of Gnadalupe 
Ilid:1lgo bet.wccu r.lJc Unite1l St.nes 
or AuH:riea fllld tile UnJf(·tl SLtl.e~ 
of :.rcxi,·v1 rr.ai.;!wlcd 1\l;n~;;ry ::::, 
1S4S, awl of tl•c first.artidt~ of tl1at. 
ofDcc('mbcr30, JS;j:-;, trrtain parts 
of the di~itlitlb line het.wct~n tl1c 
two couutrie~ follor: the midtllc of 
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Conn.•.n<·lon entre lo:; E:;tados 
UtlitlP.--: de> AmCt·ita. y los Est ados 
t:"tlidos :'tl~xi(::l-liOS, rcsp(:cto de Ia 
liu~.:a diYiS'uria Clltl"C ioc; do:;. paises, 
fn la p:Hi•.· qnu siguc eJ IP~llu del 
Hio Gr;null'- y del Hio Colorado. 

Por en:-tnto. t..!tl vinncl t!cl Jrticulo 
V. cld tmiJLiu tie Gna<lJlupe Hi
tlal;:o. coucllliclo cl 2 de 1-'r.hrcro 
d•~ 1.':i4-S t.•.ntrc los E~tcHlos Uuiclos 
t.k J\ ;iJ(;;·k:i ;: ~V5 E:-tados Unic1vs 
1\J,~xi~:anr,s, ):· cl articulo I. del de 
::;(t de Diciern bre de 185 .. 31 nlgnuas 
porcicllu.·-.: cle !:"I !inc:-~ t.lh·i!'oria t.•tttre 
los <los paiscs sigucu cl centro del 



.. 
tlw cbanud of the Hio Grande and 
tllc Rio Colorado, to a,·oi•l tliflicnl· 
tit~s wllieh UI<l.Y nrise through the 
changes of channel to wllidJ t.IJO:--e 
riv•~r.s arc subject. through tbe op· 
cratiou of uatura.J forer-:-;., tlH! Go'?· 
erun.cut of the Unittd States of 
Alllcrica aud t-he GoY(•rJJIJJeut of 
the Cuitcli States of ~lexico baYe 
resoh·ed to couclude a eonwmt-ion 
wllic:li .shall lny dowu rule~ for t-he 
·UetenuitJa-tiou· of ~nch questions, 
a-ml haYc apllOiut.cd as their Pleni
potentiaric~: 

The Presi<lcnt of the Unitrd 
'States of Atnl•rica, Frederick '1'. 
Frelinglmysen, Sccretar~ of State 
of the Uuited State•; ami the Pres· 
ident of tile "Cui ted States of l\lex. 
ico, !\lat-ias nomero, Ern?oy E::\:Lra-
ordinars and )Iinister Plcnitloten
tiaryoftbe United Mexican States; 

"\Vito, after <•.xhibiting their re· 
spe.cth·e Full Powers, foum) in good 
aud due form, h2t"e agreed upon 
tliC following articles: 

Aln'ICLE I. 

2 

The c.Ji,iding line shall foreYer 
be that tlc~crilwd i11 the aforesaid 
Treaty :tntl ful!owtJH:~ccutreofthc 
U(,rOJaJ chaune] of the rin~r!-i Il:lnu.•d. 
no~withstamli116 :l!.l,Y alt(•rauous iri 
the banks or in t-i1e course of those 
':'h·cr~, pro·ridcd tha-t such a-ltera
tion . .;; heeffeetc>rl by natural c:wses 
throt1~11 t-he ~Jon· :tud grcJclunl ero
sion ~md depo"-it (,f alh1YiU1U and 
not by t.he abandonwt•.nt of nu e:x
istilli rh·P.r bed and t-he opcuing of 
a new one. · 

AHTICLE Il. 

.Auy otlwr t;hange, \\'I'Oilj.;;ht- by 
the force of the cnrrcut, whether 
by the euttiug of :1 11ew lH~d, or 
when t.lH~n· i~ uwru th;m OJH·· dtall
nrl by the •~<'epeuin~ of anotlJPr 
ch:IJHJ~l tlwu that wllic.:h marke{l 
the bcJIHHl:ln- at. the tiuK'- of t.he 
~lllTCY made· UIH}f',r tJu.~ ;tfOfl'8:ti<l 
rrrcat~·, shclll proU.uc.:e no dmugc iu 
t-he. di\'i<.ling line as Sh;.<~d bs the 

cau;>l del Rio Graudu y del Rio 
Colorado, con cl fiu de ·c\"itar las 
diflcnltadcs que pncdau oeurrir 
por _los e.1m bios de cann-l fl- que 
diellos rios est~in snj<.•.tos por causa 
de fuerzas rwt-un1-h·s, cl Gollicruo 
de los E-staclos Uuidos de AmC
riea y el GolJit>rno de los E!:'t.ados 
Unidos )Jcxienrws llau resnelto 
corH.:luir tlll:t c:ouv(~neion que fije 
t·cgln~ para- Tt'$0} n~:r <:sas l'Uestioues 
S han uomlJra<lo sus Plenipotcn
ciarios : 

E1 Pre,ideute de los Est.ados 
Unidos de America a. Frederick T. 
Freliuglltly.sl'-U, Secn~tario de Es
tado de lo< Est ados Unidos; y 

El Prc.-.id<·-nte de los Esta.dos 
UnidO~ )fcxieauos, 3 Matias R()
mero, Eu\·iado Extr<.lOrtlinario y 
1\Tini~tro Plcmpot<.·uciario de los 
Estados Unitlos Mexicauos; 

Q.Jliencs,despuesde haherse mos· 
t-r<Hlo sus rc.speet.ivos plenos po· 
dercs, .r cucoutr:'u.Jolos cu buena y 
deUida form:1, han couvenido en 
los ~iguientes artfculos: 

ARTiCULO I. 

I;:t liuea divisoria sera siempre 
1:1 fijaua en dieilo trau,do y se, 
guir(l cl <'-<~utro del eaucl-luormHI de 
los citadus rios, a pcsar de Ins alte
racioues cui as ribcras 6 .:u cl curso 
<1e esos rio~, r.o11 tal qnc tli<.:has 
a }tt_)_J":Jl.;ionc:~ .S(~ c: feet Ucu por causas 
11!'\lnrale:-; como Ia- c..:on·osiou lcutn. y 
gradual, y cl dep(',~ito <lei ahn·ion, 
y uo por cl ah:tndouo Uel c:wal 
exist.cutt· ilcl rio y Ia apertura de 
nuo tmcYo. 

AI:TiCULO II. 

Cnalqnicra. otro (•.amUio oc;a.sio • 
uatlo por 1a fuerza de Ja corricnte, 
ya H'-<'- aUri<'lHio nn unevo canal, 
{I t~JJ dotJdt.> }J;\.)"~L lllHS de UUO, ha.
eiC!IdO !!!:\S pre!hl:<lo otro c;H:al 
qnc no ~t-a el qtw ~c Jll:lrec) como 
parte lll~ Ia hncn- divi:-s.oria al t-it~mpo 
dPln·coJIOt~illlh~uto hccho cOIJfonoe 
fl didw tl'ittftdo, uo prodncir~'t alte
r.tdoll ~tlgnt1a en lot liuta difisoria. 

( 
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snrl"cy.s of tlJc. Intcmn.t.ional Bonn
d!'l.rJ Commissions inlS:J:.!; but the 
line tlJcu fixl'd :;i.1all coutiuuc to 
follow tho ruuhllc of the original 
channel ~e<l, e\·eu tlJOugli tlli~ 
shoulll be~nnJ(' wholly dry (If l)n 
ob.·arncted Uy dcpo:sits. 

• ARTICLE ll [. 

No artif!t:.ial chaug-c iu the u:wi
gal.Jie course of the t·in~r, by huihl
in:.r jcttie.:-, piers, Ot' olJstntt:tious 
which may te~,l to tlellcct the cur
rent or prO<Iuce deposits of allu
vium, or hy tlredgin:; to 1lcepcu au
oti.Jcr thnn the original chauucl 
under the Trl'aty \:hen there is 
more th:1u one clJnilJICI, or by cut
ting waterways tn shorteu the ua.vi
ga.Uie distance, sh<lll Uc pcrmir.te(l 
to ntl'ect or alter the di\·iding- line 
as dctermiued by the aforesaitl 
COfllmissions in l.S52 or as llctcr
mincll by Article I. hereof and 
under the rescn·a.tiou therein con· 
taiuetl; bnt the prott!Ction of the 
bauks on either side frorn erosion 
by rtn·ctrucuts of stoue or other 
material not uudnly pn)jccting- into 
the current of the riH•r shall not 
be deemed an artificial chauge. 

ARTICLE IV. 

If any intr.rnatio[lal brid~c ba\o 
bee.u or shalt Ue built acro~s either 
of tlJC ri~ers uamell, the point. ou 
such britlgcexactly o,·crt-lw middle 
of the UJ:liu chnnucl as lu•rein de. 
tern1ined slwll be mnrl~crl by a. snit· 
able 1HOlll11liP.Hf, which shall 1lcnoto 
the di~iding line for all the pur. 
po~rs of sn<:lt bridge, not withstautl· 
iug rmy chang-e iu the ch:1nncl 
~vl.licll lll<lY t!Jercart•~r ~Hp<·n·cue. 
But auy ri;.!hts other t-h~m iu tlic 
britl!!-~ ibH.:lf nnd in tlw ;;ron11d on 
which it is built :.;hall iu t~Yeut of 
auy $1ldl s.ub:;~,.'l)tteut clungc be tlf~· 
tcrminetl iu accorlbuce with the 
g-ew .. •ral provisions of thh n)lt\·en
tion. 

3 

tal como fn6 fij:~!l:~ por los rccono
ciUJicutos dlJ la coruisiou iutcr· 
nacivnal. de Utuitc.:. t'H lS;J~, pcro 
la. !int!<L fija.ta curOuccs tiC'~ui!·{• 
~ientlo el centro del canal origi"ll: .. : 
<l11T.1 cuandr> cMe llq~;11·•~ ;'~ s~l::usc 
del tuJo, u a viJ::;truir:,t.: por cl :t.ln

. vion . 
AR1'iCULO Ill. 

Niugun carnbio artificial en cl 
cur:;u !Jan:g-ablb cld rio, ya sea. }'or 
Ia. constnh!<'-ion <.l.c jcltie$i, IUHcil.~:-, 
U obstrnccioues c]ue ticntlau ;.\.des· 
\'iar 1::.. curricutc, 6 produz<::Hl de
pO~ito.;,; del alln·iou, cS por et us.o de 
d!'<l(;"aS para h:u.:cr m:t:s profnuJu un 
r.aual distiuto del primiti,·odcl tra. 
tado, cuamlo haya. 111;1~ de nun, l'l 
para ahrir uuc,·os canales cou el 
obj~to tle acortnr lot. tlistancin. pur 
agua, :osc perm itir{t-qnc J.l"cctcO a I tere 
Ia linea cli·dsoria que lleterminO Ia 
Comi:3ion cu Ui5:!, 6 la que fija- d 
Articulo I. tie esta couvcuciC~n, Uo1jo 
la limitncion que en el ~e wca· 
ciona. No sc con::;i<h:rar;.'t. como 
cambia artificial b proteccivu de 
las nlJera~ cle uno lt otro la<lo con
tra la corrosion, cut\Ollo se pon~an 
rt!,cstimieuto!i de piedra 6 de otro 
ma.teri<1l que no proyeeteu inllebi<la· 
mente so\Jre la corrieute del rio. 

ARTICULO IV. . 
Si se hnbiese construido 6 se con· 

struvcse un puente intcrll~ldooal 
sour;~ cnale::;quiera de lo:.; rios mcu
cionndos, sc lll<lrCaroi el pnnto (le 
tlicho puente que quellc exncta· 
~uentn sobrc el cent-ro del can;ll 
priiH.:i}J:ll i;PgnH sc ha tlctl'rtniuado 
en cstc tratado. conuu momuueuto 
:\ prop6sito~ el cual tlcuotar~·L la 
linea cliYi.soria parn to<los los ob
.icto:; clc 1linhn p11cntc, uo oh:.rantc 
los cam bio."' eu cl couLd que pttcdan 
o'~urrir dcspucs. !'cro todo:s lo:' 
dercchos rpte no seau los C)ne .sc 
tcu("t"an sohro el _puente llli:5mo. 6 
soh~e el t(;rreno ~11 ell) tie t.:stC cdi· 
ti<::1dn. se tldcrminar~in Cll el ca~o 
U.c ,tlgnn cautllio ~nh:;,t•cncntc, cle 
acn~nlo cou las lli::;po~icioncs ge. 
ncrnles clc csta couvenciou. 
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AJ:'f!CLE V. 

Rights of prop~·.rt-y iu respect of 
lnnds \\"lliclJ may h:tvc Uceomc sep
ara trll t 11 ron:;h the crc:lt i :Ill of new 
ch:tnncls as defined in Article- II. 
brri'of: ~l•:1llnot bt~ :1 tl'ccted t-l1crcby, 
hut ..-uch lnllcl:::; sl•:1ll contin11c to be 

· uncler t!Jej u risd ict iotJ oftlw conn try 
to which t.I.JC,Y pr<>donsly Ue~ougcll. 

In no case, howc\'Cr, slJall this 
retained jurisU.ictioual rig;ltt :1-ilCct 
or control tl1c rig-ht of u:n·ig-<ltion 
cowmou to ti.Jc t.wncouutric~ uuc.lcr 
tl1c 81-ipulat.i(lllS of .. Artic.:lc VII. of 
tltc :lfOrcsaid Tre:t r.y or G na<ln lou]Je 
HhLtlgo; :uul such common rig:lJt 
sl.Jnll eout.iune witllont pr<~jndicc 
througlJOut the actually u:rd~ahlc 
m:du chanur.l." of t-lJC S:lill 1·in~r~. 
from the tuomh of t-he Rio Graurle 
to the poiut whf.re the l~io CoJor;H.lo 
(;eases to be thl' iutcrllnt.iourtl 
bonlldary, rxc11 tiJOugh :my part 
of tlw ch<lllllel of S<li<l rh·l'rS, 
tllrough the chan;;cs herein pro
Yidcd ag-aiust~ Il:!ay be compriseU 
within t-Ile tcrrit0rr of oue of the 
two nations. ~ 

ARTICLE VI. 

This cou,·cntion ~!J~ll be ratified 
b:r llotL partic.s in rtu:onlanee with 
their n~spec.:tin~ constitntion:'ll pro· 
cc(lnrc. awl t.l1c r:lf.Jfications cx
cJJauged in thecits of \V;Jshiugrnn 
as S0tJU as po:::>si lJ lc. 

In witnrss wlu:n:nf tlic tnuh~r· 
sigJH'jl Pleuipotcnt i ;u·il-~ l1:n·(·. here
mlto ~~t their lt:nul:; :nul seals. 

Dnnp at. tlJc cit.,Y of \Yasl:iu~tou, 
iu duplieat.t·, i11 t.l1e Etl;..!li.•dt anti 
Spa.11b.lt hng·u:q::;e~. tllis t.wclnh 
day of l\o-rt:utbcr, .d.. D. 1SS4. 

FREDK. 'f. FHE.Llf\GHUYSE!\'". 
[SEAL.) 
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An'CICULO V. 

.EI dcrccho uc propiedarl sol>re 
I;" t.icrras que pndieran qnerlar 
sep:'tmdas }lor ean~a. Ue Lt for· 
maciun de canrtll'S mtc,·o.s. de Ja 
maucra CJtll' sc 1lctiue en cl .A.rticnlo 
II. ~~~ ef.>Ll cvnw~IH.:iOll, no se afec
t:lr:\ por e.~t.;~ c.;.;ntsa-; f.iiiJ(, qnc las 
CXJll"f!-':\:lll:Js tierra~ c:011ti unar;·ln per· 
tcnedrndo :\ )a. jurisdiction del 
p:ds :'1 f]ue :'mtc.:s pC'I"tl'uec:iau. 

Ell ningtlll e:tso, siu emlJnrgo, 
afc.cta riu) rest ring·ir;'L rst.e th'rccho 
<lcj uristliccion, q ur am Ua!:: }Jartcs se 
rc~en·:ln~ el Uercch:, de tHl\'Pg:lcion 
<:OIIHi 11 :'t I O!i dos pa iscs, COIJ !"t)rmc a 
las cstipul;tcioues tiel artlculo VII. 
del rcl'eriuo t.m.t:ulo de Guati:Unpe 
Hidalgo; y el expresaUo dereclJo 
cownn de na"f"cgaciou cont.iunnrA
sin ning-uu Hl('IJOSca.Uo por t.odo el 
can:t.l principal que sea. B;lve;;a. 
ulc de IJCC~O, en los cxprcsauos 
rios, de~llC ln. boca llcl R-io <lrnnde 
hnsta (') pnnto l'U CJUC el Rio Colo
rado c<:s:a 'lc ser el limite intcrna
<:iollal, attn ctwndo una. parte Ucl 
canal de dicho.-; rios, }'IH~lla, con 
motiYu de los cam hios ,~rc,·isto~ cu 
e~t:t COJ\\'CUei011 1 Jlt~;;:l :'1 C.:Oillpl"CU· 

<let-.'l:C e11 cl tcr"ritorio de nHn. de la.s 
tlos nacioucs. 

A r:T!cuLo VI. 

La prcS('Ittr. counmcion ~crf1- rati
flcatla por a 1ul.>:1S Jl:l t·tcs~ dt•. aenerdo 
eou Stl~ n•:-:pct;ti\·(J~ proc.:edinli('lltos 
constitueiott:1lcs, y Ins r:ltifit·;H.:io
ues ~c c:tHk!;cnr{tll cu b ciudaU de 
\Y ;1sl d 11 ~·t vn 1 t ~~ u pruuttJ couw fncre 
po!>.ilde. 

En tt•stiniOIJio dt~ Jo t:11:1l, lo$ Pie· 
uipntt~tH~J:n·iol-; iuha~c:dtos lo h:1n 
formatlo \" 8dlatlu. 

l:ledt'J' por ,]nplk:ulo l'll Ja ciu· 
d:ul d1~ \\':t•·JJil!g-lO!l, ~·!I 1:1.-..: lt•n;..;·uns 
l11:;le:-:a y E':iJiaiiol;t, el tlia dut·c tiC 
:NoYi(:.ml..ne tle mil ocltocicut.os 
ochcuta \" cuatro . 

• ;\I. J!O)IEnO. (SEAL.) 

AtHl whereas tltc ~aitl CnJJ\·eution has bt·cJJ dnlj" ratificll 011 l)oth 
pa.rts, autl tile rn.tifit:ttiol!!' of tltc two Gon:rllHa:ut.s t:Xc.:IJalq;ctl iu the 
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·city of Waslliugton, 011 the tllirtccnth <Lly of Scptmnbcr, ouc thottS;1t!d 
eight lwmlr121l a.tul ci~hty-~ix; 

Now, therefore, Uc it known tllat I, Gro,·cr Ulc,·cinutl, Prcsi<lcut of 
the United St-:ttcs of Atuerica, hn.\'C caused the .sa-ill Ctlll\·l:utiuu to h) 
matlc pul.llic, to tltc eud th<lt Lhc .saruc ami c,·cry nrticlc and cia· :o.:( 

tbereur may Uc ol>::;erYcd mHl fulfiliell wilh g-ood faith by the Ut 
States ar.cl tl11~ citb·.ens t!Jcn:of. 

lu witih:s:~ \';hcren!·, I !!:~'.-"•: h•.'r~~~~~~n ~et. ruy 1wml aud canscrl 
of the United States to bu atlixu<l. 

Done at the Cit.y of \\'ashiugton t.hbt fourteenth cl:ly of Sr 
in tho .}'CJ.r of onr Lonl~ one t.lwusatHl ~igllt hun/ 

[SEAL.] cight.y-six, am! of tho Indcpcn<lencc of the Ullitcrl s· 
one hundred aml ele'f'cnth. 

By tl.tc Prcsidcut: 
T. :F. ll..I.YAIW. 

'· 

' 
\ 

Secreta.-!/ of State. 

. ; 
""" 

GROVER CI,EVF 


