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From: Sally Spener [mailto:Sally.Spener@ibwc.gov]
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2017 3:27 PM

To: Frisbie, Russell L; Frisbie, Russell

Cc: Lori Kuczmanski

Subject: Re: Interesting Roll Call Piece

Russ,

If you just send the articles to Lori, she will post them on Friday in one group, thereby avoiding the need to send multiple
emails to multiple people as articles come in each day.

Sally E. Spener, Foreign Affairs Officer
IBWC, U.S. Section

Headquarters

{915) 832-4175

(915) 693-4280 Fax

"Excellence Through Teamwork"



STATEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY

The information contained in this electronic message and any attachment(s) to this message are intended for the
exclusive use of the addressee(s) and may contain confidential or privileged information. You are hereby notified that any
unauthorized use, disclosure, and/or distribution of the Information is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended
recipient of this e-mail, you are prohibited from sharing, copying, or otherwise using or disclosing its contents. If you
receive this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply e-mail and permanently destroy along with any
attachments without reading, forwarding, saving, or disclosing them.

>>> "Frisble, Russell L" <FrisbieRL@state.gov<mallto:FrisbieRL@state.gov>> 1/26/2017 1:21 PM >>>
I am trying to be judicious in passing this type of material along, but inasmuch as there is considerable ferment in the
U.S.-Mexico relationship currently, and the linked article below reflects comments from Congressional leaders in our

region, | will send this one your way, as well:

http:/fiwww.rollcall.com/news/major-trading-alliance-wobbles-trump-border-
wall?utm_name=newsletters&utm_source=rollcalinews&utm_medium=email

Regards,
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Russell L. Frisbie | Special Assistant | International Boundary and Water Commission, U.S. Section | Washington, D.C.

Liaison | c/o Office of Mexican Affairs, Department of State | (202) 647-8106 | (202) 527-3225 (BlackBerry)
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unauthorized use, disclosure, and/or distribution of the information is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended
recipient of this e-mail, you are prohibited from sharing, copying, or otherwise using or disclosing its contents. If you
recelve this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply e-mail and permanently destroy along with any
attachments without reading, forwarding, saving, or disclosing them.
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FYl, texts of joint statement issued by Los Pinos and the White House, respectively, below.

Regards,
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Russell L. Frisbie | Special Assistant | International Boundary and Water Commission, U.S. Section | Washington, D.C.

Liaison | c/o Office of Mexican Affairs, Department of State | (202) 647-8106 | (202) 527-3225 (BlackBerry)
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Subject: RE: Joint Statement on U.S.-Mexico Relations

Just received Presidencia's. There is one notable difference, hightighted. Anand

Los Presidentes de México y Estados Unidos sostuvieron hoy una conversacion telefonica

Ambos Presidentes han instruido a sus equipos a continuar el didlogo para fortalecer esta importante relacion estratégica
y econdmica de manera constructiva.

El Presidente de |a Republica, Enrique Pefia Nieto, y el Presidente de los Estados Unidos, Donald J. Trump, sostuvieron
una llamada telefonica de una hora, hoy por la mafiana. La llamada fue acordada por sus equipos de trabajo.

Los Presidentes tuvieron una conversacion constructiva y productiva en fomo a la relacion bilateral entre ambos palses,
incluyendo el tema del déficit comercial de Estados Unidos de América con México, la importancia de la amistad entre
nuestras naciones, y la necesidad de que nuestros paises trabajen juntos para detener el trafico de drogas y el flujo ilegal
de armas.

Con respecto al pago del muro fronterizo, ambos Presidentes reconocieron sus claras y muy publicas diferencias de
posicién en este tema tan sensible, y acordaron resolver estas diferencias como parte de una discusion integral de todos
los aspectos de la relacion bilateral. Los Presidentes también convinieron por ahora ya no hablar publicamente de este

controversial tema.



Ambos Presidentes han instruido a sus equipos a continuar el dialogo para fortalecer esta importante relacién estrategica
y econdmica de manera constructiva.

THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

January 27, 2017
Joint Statement on U.S.-Mexico Relations

The United States President Donald J. Trump and Mexican President Enrique Pefia Nieto spoke by phone this morning
for an hour. The call was mutually arranged by their teams.

The two had a productive and constructive call regarding the bilateral relationship between the two countries, the current
trade deficit the United States has with Mexico, the importance of the friendship between the two nations, and the need for
the two nations to work together to stop drug cartels, drug trafficking and illegal guns and arms sales.

With respect to payment for the border wall, both presidents recognize their clear and very public differences of positions
on this issue but have agreed to work these differences out as part of a comprehensive discussion on all aspects of the

bilateral relationship.

Both presidents have instructed thelr teams to continue the dialogue to strengthen this important strategic and economic
relationship in a constructive way.

Unsubscribe<http://messages.whitehouse.gov/accounts/lUSWHPO/subscriber/new?preferences=true>

The White House - 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW - Washington DC 20500 - 202-456-1111
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Thanks for the update.
>>> [ > 1/31/2017 1:24 PM >>>
Hi Sally,

They cancelled the meeting that was set for January 21. Several people could not attend that day. | am waiting on the
email with the new date. The border wall is really becoming a hot top. Well keep you posted. Have a good rest of the

week.

From: Sally Spener <Sally.Spener@ibwec.gov>

To:

Sent: Tuesday, January 31, 2017 8:38 AM

Subject: Re: Fw: TCEQ Notice of Rules to be Published in the Texas Register

Thanks [} How did the Big Bend National Park border fence meeting go?

Sally E. Spener, Forelgn Affairs Officer

IBWC, U.S. Section

Headquarters

(915) 832-4175

{915) 693-4280 Fax

"Excellence Through Teamwork"

STATEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY

The information contained in this electronic message and any attachment(s) to this message are intended for the
exclusive use of the addressee(s) and may contain confidential or privileged information. You are hereby notified that any
unauthorized use, disclosure, and/or distribution of the information is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended
recipient of this e-mall, you are prohibited from sharing, copying, or otherwise using or disciosing its contents. If you
receive this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply e-mail and permanently destroy along with any
aitachments without reading, forwarding, saving, or disclosing them.



>>> N -~ 1/30/2017 10:00 PM >>>

Have a good week Sally.

—— Forwarded Message -

Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 12:09 PM
Subject: FW: TCEQ Notice of Rules to be Published in the Texas Register

Dear Env AC members - fyi ..

—

From: [

Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 8:37 AM



Subject: TCEQ Notice of Rules to be Published in the Texas Register

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) provides members of the legislature with a weekly notice of
TCEQ rules published in theTexas Register to inform and apprise members of our rulemaking activities.

To conserve our natural resources, we are providing this information electronically. We have attached the Executive
Summary from each rule project for your use. If you would like to recelve the rule language electronically, or would rather
recelve paper notice, please contact Michele Davila at HYPERLINK

"mailto:michele . davila@tceq.texas.gov"michele.davila@tceq.texas.gov

{ mallto:michele.davila@tceq.texas.gov) .

For all other rulemaking inquiries, please contact Ms. Patricia Durén, TCEQ, General Law Division, at (512) 239-6087
orpatricia.duron@tceq.texas.gov.

Thank You,

Michele Davila

Administrative Assistant Il

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

General Law Division-Texas Register, Rule Development Team
Michele.Davila@tceq.texas.gov

(512)-239-5455 Fax: (512)239-4808
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See attached.

Sally E. Spener, Foreign Affairs Officer
IBWC, U.S. Section

Headquarters

{915) 832-4175

{915) 693-4280 Fax

"Excellence Through Teamwork"

STATEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY
The information contained in this electronic message and any attachment(s) to this message are intended for the

exclusive use of the addressee(s) and may contain confidential or privileged information. You are hereby notified that any
unauthorized use, disclosure, and/or distribution of the information is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended
reciplent of this e-mail, you are prohibited from sharing, copying, or otherwise using or disclosing its contents. If you
receive this e-mall in emor, please notify the sender immediately by reply e-mail and permanently destroy along with any

attachments without reading, forwarding, saving, or disclosing them.



Foreign Affairs Office and Public Affairs Office
Weekly Report
Jan 30 - Feb 3, 2017

Mexican Officials:

SRE: Secretary Luis Videgaray Caso, Undersecretary for North America Carlos Manuel Sada Solana. Until
Geronimo Gutierrez is confirmed as Ambassador, the top official at the Embassy is Chief of Mission Ana
Luisa Fajer,

CONAGUA: Director General Roberto Ramirez de la Parra, Deputy Director Victor Alcocer Yamanaka

LETTERS RECEIVED FROM MEXICO, TRANSLATED ED TO ADDRESSEE:

OUTGOING LETTERS REVIEWED BY FAO:

CALENDAR
Jan 31 meeting to discuss draft directive on foreign travel
Jan. 31 GIS meeting with FAQ and PAO
Feb2 IBWC Secretaries meeting
Feb3 PAO/FAO brief for new employees, ethics training
Feb 8 Lower Rio Grande Citizens Forum (saltcedar beetle, Brownsville levee rehab)
Feb 10 Congressional Staff Visit and American Dam tour
Feb I3 USIBWC planning meeting for Feb. 21-23 Regional Commission Meeting

COMMISSION MEETINGS —

MINUTE 319 - 10 months and 28 days left in Minute 319. US MNG telecon on Feb. 14.

MINUTES 321 (VEHICLE DECAL) AND 322 (EMERGENCY DELIVERIES)

Both Minutes were approved by Department of State on Jan. 27.

MEDIA AND STAKEHOLDER INQUIRIES

- Engineering News Record--wanted to know if IBWC has any projects, such as the IOI pipe in Nogales,
that would affect "the wall"--advised him we are referring all border security calls to DHS.

-Monitor Newspaper --Referring to a press release from CBP that the river in Eagle Pass is 9 times higher
than normal and there have been an influx of drownings. He wanted to know if that's the case in other areas.
Called the reporter back, advised we don't know of that information.

-Inquiry from Sen. Cornyn's office regarding elevation/topography in Big Bend region and if that would be
a problem for building a border wall. E-mailed his office with contact information for DHS.
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I only have a few comments/questions. Thanks everyone.



WEEKLY REPORT
FEB 3, 2017
Just a few comments below.

Commissioner Drusina in San Diego CA Feb 8-10 attending Western Water Law Conference

Operations Department Weekly Report Ending Feb 3

San Diego - Tijuana River — Pump Station CILA still off line. Flow down to 1.5 cms or so. More rain expected
2/3 and 2/6

Yuma - U.S. deliveries to Mexico from February 1, 2017 are 4,625 af; of Mexico’s requested order of 4,763
af. Deliveries are under Mexico’s requested order by -138 af.

Nogales - John Light and Lorenzo Ortiz (IBWC) along with Jesus Quintanar and Antonio Segovia {CILA) visited
Naco Az and Naco Sonora on 2/1/17 to check reported locations of fugitive flows and to meet with local
government officials from Naco Sonora to find out what progress has been made to resolve discharges of fugitive
flows. Lorenzo Ortiz joined BP and City of Nogales staff on a visit to the International drainage tunnel to check a
previously reported water leak coming from the USA side. No evidence of the leak was found on this visit.

Upper Rio Grande - : Mowed floodplain and levee slopes from Berino Bridge area west side, levee slopes and
channels, and Vado to Berino both westside and eastside. Also Berino to Vinton Bridge.
De-silting: Berino to Vinton Bridge

(Vinton Bridge before removal)

Page 1 of 8



Presidio - Continue with slope mowing operations of river bank, river cane, 2 miles m.m. 3.5 to 5.0. Removal
of vegetation brush on riverside slope with backhoe at lower Presidio levee

Amistad - Dam Safety -Weekly inspection the concrete section, embankments, and surrounding area was
done by Dam Safety Technician. No unknown deficiencies or problems noted. (Additional inspections of the
dam are made by O&M personnel on Mondays and Fridays, with other inspection made as warranted).
Weekly and Month dam instrumentation reading were accomplished as prescribed by the Amistad Dam O&M
Manual and/or as recommended by the Agency’s Technical Advisors.

Falcon - New Admin Building ~AOM received 60% plans for review on 12/19/16 from ESD Design. FDFO
comments were submitted to Lorena Soriano by 01/06/17. The 90% drawings were received on 01/26/17 by the
FDFO. Review comments are being requested by 2/7/17 by ESD Design. The Contractor anticipates starting
construction mobilization by 02/16/17.
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Completed Removal of Spillway Vegetation

Power Production - Meeting with Eng. Martinez to discuss the water releases and generation to close the
month of January for Falcon Hydroelectroc Power Stations, Mexico and USA.

Lower Rio Grande - Buoy Installation upstream of Anzalduas Dam. Have positioned box culvert on U.S. side
and have moved the box culvert to Mexico side. These culverts will be used as anchors for the buoy system.
Mowing downstream of Alamo Road.Mowing east levee from FM 1425 heading upstream.

Before After

e ey T —— — T ——— ™ - ——— - - = =

Safety/Security -

Page 3 of 8




Water Accounting —

Rio Grande River Basin

Estimated Volumes Allorted 1o the United States by Mexico from Six Named Mexican Tributaries

under the 1944 Water Treaty
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ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT WEEKLY REPORT ENDING FEB 3

Additional Border Fences, DHS (Nuiiez) — DHS is planning to visit us in El Paso on February 1* to discuss
their plans to construct additional border fences along the border and within the waters of the Pacific Ocean
and Gulf of Mexico.

Border Fence, Naco, Arizona (Fuentebella) ~ Reviewed and provided comments to DHS regarding their
submittal for this border fence project. DHS will revise drawings and resubmit.

- Landis) — Reviewed the 60% submittal and provided

D-B Contract, New Admin Building, Falcon Dam (
comments to Consultant.

Construction Contract, Flood Protection Improvements, Railroad Crossing, Mercedes, Texas (Rubalcaba)
— Contract completion date is April 14, 2017. The Contractor has mobilized to site and is currently setting
up their staging area. A team of surveyors is also taking cross section.

Flood Protection Improvements, Edinburg Pump Station, Pelitas, Texas (Nuiiez) — HCID No. 1 has
provided us their pre-final set of Plans and Specs for our review and comment along with their timeline for
award of the associated construction contract. Qur comments are due in a couple of weeks.

Construction Contract, Infrastructure Improvements, SBIWTP (Cadillo) - Contract completion date August
15,2017. Contractor continued working on forming, reinforcing, and concrete placements at the SST walls.
They also continued backfill around the EQ tanks and SST gallery. Also continued the surface prep for
epoxy at the interior EQ tank walls. Project is approximately 49% complete, 23 calendar days behind
schedule,

Design of Levee Depression, Tornillo Intn’l Bridge (Cadillo) — County’s Consultant is almost complete

with addressing our review comments. Contacted USACE and verified that no permit is required for this
project from the office.
Design Services, Sunland Park Levee Rehab Project (Aranda) — The results of the Forensic Geotechnical

Study was delivered last summer.

Upgrade Project, T » Nogales, Arizona (Nufiez) — Responded to a list of questions from
ADEQ for this project. Legal reviewed them before they were sent out.

New IDIQ Contracts, A/E Services (Dr. Borah) — The SOW and evaluation factors developed by the
Selection Panel has been provided to Acquisitions for their information and action.

Interior Drainage Study, Anapra, New Mexico (Aranda) — According to Wilson Engineering, the study has
been deleved 18 months due to the lack of funding from the State of New Mexico. Master Plan is expected
in 3 years and capital projects will follow after that.

. Environmental Water Transaction Program (Verdecchia) — EBID had the public notice published in the Las
Cruces Sun and scheduled the transfer of the water rights to EBID for the Jan 12 Board meeting. At the
Board meeting, EBID Board successfully approved of the transfer unanimously and without protest.
Sediment Control Initiative (Verdecchia) —

Reconstruction of American MPO has prepared the Work Plan for this project.
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ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENT WEEKLY REPORT ENDING JAN 13

Executive Orders / Memorandum relevant to our Agency provided via separate e-mail.

Managers Meeting - obtained availability from all executive members. Will provide available dates at
Monday’s meeting. Diana - Prepare a draft agenda.

Misc Reviews:
e Summary of the Amistad inspections expenses incurred under the Safety of Dams provided for your

information.
¢ Morillo Drain - reviews conducted. Recons with O&M ongoing.

Internal Controls and Risk Assessments - re-scheduled for the following week in order to complete personnel
performance reviews.
e Falcon and Amistad Power Plants.
* Finance and Accounting
ERM — Will schedule based on availability per schedules obtained from the Exec for the managers meeting.
Administration Department Reviews:
Completed:
* AMO - personal property review finalized and report submitted.
Pending:
e Fleet management. .
e RMO —records management on-going,
e IMD - initiated review of the Network section of the division.
Performance ratings for ACQ completed. Supervisory ratings — ongoing.
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FAO/PAO WEEKLY REPORT ENDING FEB 3

Mexican Officials:

SRE: Secretary Luis Videgaray Caso, Undersecretary for North America Carlos Manuel Sada Solana. Until
Geronimo Gutierrez is confirmed as Ambassador, the top official at the Embassy is Chief of Mission Ana Luisa
Fajer.

CONAGUA. Director General Roberto Ramirez de 1a Parra, Deputy Director Victor Alcocer Yamanaka

LETTERS RECEIVED FROM MEXICO, TRANSLATED AND FORWARDED TO ADDRESSEE:

CALENDAR
Jan 31 meeting to discuss draft directive on foreign travel
Jan. 31 GIS meeting with FAO and PAO
Feb2 IBWC Secretaries meeting
Feb3 PAO/FAQ brief for new employees, ethics training
Feb 8 Lower Rio Grande Citizens Forum (saltcedar beetle, Brownsville levee rehab)
Feb 10 Congressional Staff Visit and American Dam tour
Feb 13 USIBWC planning meeting for Feb. 21-23 Regional Commission Meeting

COMMISSION MEETINGS

MINUTE 319 - 10 months and 28 days left in Minute 319, US MNG telecon on Feb. 14.

MINUTES 321 (VEHICLE DECAL) AND 322 (EMERGENCY DELIVERIES)

Both Minutes were approved by Department of State on Jan. 27.

MEDIA AND STAKEHOLDER INQUIRIES
- Engineering News Record--wanted to know if IBWC has any projects, such as the IOI pipe in Nogales, that

would affect "the wall"--advised him we are referring all border security calls to DHS.

-Monitor Newspaper --Referring to a press release from CBP that the river in Eagle Pass is 9 times higher than
normal and there have been an influx of drownings. He wanted to know if that's the case in other areas. Called
the reporter back, advised we don't know of that information.

-Inquiry from Sen. Comyn's office regarding elevation/topography in Big Bend region and if that would be a
problem for building a border wall. E-mailed his office with contact information for DHS.
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FAO/DC LIAISON WEEKLY REPORT ENDING FEB 3

Weekly Report: January 30 — February 3, 2017

RLF in DC next week: I have arranged to use the “traditional” meeting room and video
teleconference mechanism for my participation in our Executive Staff meeting on Monday.
Minute 321 and 322 approval letters: done. I will access the the full C-175 “packages” while in
Washington and forward copies to FAO for HQ records.

DOS Passport Processing for USIBWC: 1 also hope to meet with the Department’s passport
entitlement manager when in DC.

Annual Ethics Training: done.
United States-Mexico Relations: as everyone no doubt knows, there has been considerable press

attention over the past few days to the bilateral relationship. This clip reflects the assessment of
Mexico’s foreign minister, Luis Videgaray, as expressed yesterday.

Secretary of State Rex Tillerson: the new Secretary of State entered on duty yesterday, He
delivered remarks to the several hundred employees gathered at the front, diplomatic entrance to the
building (the rest of us were able to view it on the DOS internal live feed). Secretary Tillerson
stressed three themes in particular for the staff in his remarks: embracing accountability, being
honest with one another, and always demonstrating respect (this paralleled some of the focus of Matt
Myers’s ethics training, come to think of it). He also cited the New England Patriots team mantra as
applicable to all members of any organization that wishes to excel and attain its goals, namely “do
your job.”

So, on that note: Go Pats!

February 3, 2017

WHA Leadership Chain
Francisco “Paco”™ Palmieri: Assistant Secretary for Western Hemisphere Affairs, Acting PalmieriFLi@state gov  202.647.8387

John Creamer : Deputy Assistant Secretary CreamerJS@state gov 202 647-6755
Colleen Hoey: Director for Mexican Affairs (WHA/MEX) HoeyCA@state.pov  202.647.8186
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Was the attached letter ever finalized?



DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT 2/7/08

Dear XXX




