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BROWNSVILLE LEVEE REHABILITATION AND
SALTCEDAR CONTROL ON AGENDA FOR
FEBRUARY 8 PUBLIC MEETING IN MERCEDES

The Lower Rio Grande Citizens Forum (LRGCF) of the U.S. Section of the International
Boundary and Water Commission (USIBWC) will discuss the USIBWC’s Rio Grande flood control levee
at Brownsville and efforts to control invasive saltcedar at its upcoming public meeting. The meeting will
take place on Wednesday, February 8, 3:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m. at the USIBW(C office at 325 Golf
Course Road in Mercedes, Texas. The Lower Rio Grande Citizens Forum was established to facilitate
the exchange of information with the public about Commission activities and related matters.

USIBWC Civil Engineer Rafael Rubalcaba, Jr. will give a presentation about the remediation
design status following the discovery of cracks in the Rio Grande flood control levee downstream of the
Gateway International Bridge in Brownsville, Texas. The proposed remediation extends approximately
700 feet. The presentation will include history on the past findings and geotechnical studies by the
United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). Based on the findings from the USACE study, the
USIBWC is continuing monitoring the movement of soils beneath the levee, interpreting results, and
developing detailed remediation alternatives. The presentation will provide an update on the results and
remediation alternatives.

The Lower Rio Grande Citizens Forum will also hear from Dr. Allen Knutson, Professor of
Entomology and Extension Specialist from the Texas A & M AgriLife Research and Extension Center in

Dallas, on the biological control of saltcedar using leaf beetles. In the late 1800’s, saltcedar shrubs were



imported into the U.S. and have since established dense thickets along rivers, lakes, and reservoirs in the
western U.S. Extensive stands of invasive saltcedars have negatively impacted water resources, wildlife
habitat, and land use. Dr. Knutson has been conducting research on the leaf beetles since 2000, and his
presentation will report on how beetles impact saltcedar trees, including area-wide defoliation of saltcedar
that has resulted during the past years in west Texas. Although there has not been a program to establish
saltcedar beetles in the Lower Rio Grande Valley, information on the experiences in west Texas might be
helpful in deciding if a biological program could work in the Valley.

A complete meeting agenda follows. Members of the public who would like more information

about the meeting may contact 956-565-3150 or the Public Affairs Office at lori.kuczmanski@ibwc.gov.

Lori Kuczmanski
(915) 832-4106
Lori.Kuczmanski@ibwc.gov




LOWER RIO GRANDE CITIZENS FORUM
Wednesday, February 8, 2017
3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
USIBWC Conference Room
325 Golf Course Road
Mercedes, TX 78570

Agenda

= Welcome and Introductions — Larry Drake, Citizens Forum
Co-Chair

= Remediation Design of the Upper Brownsville Levee — Rafael Rubalcaba,
Jr., Civil Engineer, USIBWC.

= Biological Control of Saltcedar Using Leaf Beetles — Dr. Allen Knutson,
Professor of Entomology and Extension Specialist, Texas A & M University

= Public Comment
= Board Discussion

= Suggested Future Agenda Items

*Directions: From Expressway 83, exit Mile 2 W. Travel south for approx. 1.5 miles to Golf
Course Rd. Turn left. The USIBWC is the first building on your left.

If you have a disability that you wish to self-identify confidentially that requires accommodation,
please advise us ahead of time. For more information, call 956-565-3150 or email
Lori.Kuczmanski@ibwc.gov



