TEXAS CLEAN RIVERS PROGRAM FOR THE RIO GRANDE BASIN

Pecos River Basin Advisory Committee Meeting

August 26, 2020
12:30 MST
Skype Meeting

MEETING MINUTES
Meeting Participants

Robert Mace — The Meadows Center for Water and the Environment, TX State University
Ira Yates, Friends of the Pecos (landowner)

Ron Green, Southwest Research Institute, San Antonio, TX

Rebecca Nunu, Southwest Research Institute, San Antonio, TX

Cary Carman, USGS San Angelo and El Paso, TX

Scott Van Winkle, TCEQ, Austin, TX

Jennifer Bronson, TPWD, Water Quality Program, Waco, TX

Marty Kelly, TPWD, Water Quality Program, Austin, TX

Kelly Rodibaugh, TCEQ CRP Program Manager Rio Grande and Pecos River, Austin, TX
Terra Lindgren, TCEQ SWQM Assessor for the Rio Grande Basin, Austin, TX

Greg Larson, Midland College, CRP Partner

Leslie Grijalva, USIBWC Clean Rivers

Lisa Torres, USIBWC Clean Rivers

Meeting Notes:

e Leslie Grijalva opened the meeting by introducing herself and Lisa Torres new IBWC Clean
Rivers employee. Ms. Grijalva provided welcome remarks and thanked everyone for their
time and attending the first virtual meeting.

e After the welcome remarks Ms. Grijalva asked everyone for a brief introduction (name,
agency).

e Leslie Grijalva continued with the presentation. The presentation, titled Water Quality in
the Pecos River, included an overview of the Clean Rivers Program, water quality on the
Pecos, and contact information.

0 Overview of the Clean Rivers Program

Data that is collected (routine and non-routine parameters)

Overview of the Pecos River and Partners

Map of area with monitoring stations

Surface water quality standards and Data management
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0 Issues along the Pecos River with data (graphs and tables)
Leslie Grijalva concluded the presentation by providing contact information for both herself
and Lisa Torres and opened the floor for questions/comments.
Questions received from participants:

0 Kelly Rodibaugh asked if TPWD performed monitoring on the Pecos River

Marty Kelly indicated that monitoring is not done as far as he knows.

Mr. Kelly shared with the group that there was fish kill that had occurred in
Red Bluff Reservoir in April 2020 and affected approximately 22 kilometers of
shoreline. There was an oil well that blew out. Measurements were taken
with the YSI and the conductivity was in the 10000s (normal conductivity is
around 8000). Approximately 1125 dead fish were counted, mainly carp.
Samples for golden algae obtained from the area were high. At this point it is
uncertain if the fish kill was caused by the blow out of the oil well or the high
concentration of golden algae. Mr. Kelly stated that there is a possibility of it
being a combination of both.

O Greg Larson asked when sampling activities will be resumed.

Leslie Grijalva answered by stating that there are no plans yet to resume
sampling activities.

Ms. Grijalva stated that some of the partners have local ordinances that they
must follow (e.g. social distancing) but if a partner is interested in resuming
sampling to contact her. IBWC is following CDC guidance and partners
interested in resuming sampling will be looked at in a case by case basis.
Mr. Larson stated that Midland College started semester and can do some
field work since there is a data gap in time.

Ms. Grijalva concluded by stating that IBWC field offices continued to
perform sampling due to treaty obligations, but any partner is welcomed to
contact her and discuss resuming sampling.

0 Leslie Grijalva asked if the USGS was continuing operations.

Cary Carman answered saying that operations continued as usual just adding
different logistic planning. The TCEQ sampling is conducted once a month as
usual.

Mr. Carman also stated that the Texas and Oklahoma offices were merged
into one.

0 Kelly Rodibaugh opened the floor for ideas for more monitoring along the Pecos
River, maybe from municipalities or interested groups.

Cary Carman asked which locations would be opened for sampling since
there is low or no flow on some areas.

Mr. Carman suggested to get schools involved along Imperial and Iraan.

Ms. Rodibaugh answered by saying that one of the issues with schools is the
consistency of the people that are sampling and whether they are following
proper procedures. Consistency is needed to use the data in the integrated
report.

Mr. Carman suggested science teachers from local high schools to maybe
conduct the sampling and use the data to teach the students.



= |ra Yates commented that although it might help the school system and
water quality, teachers might be overburdened at this time.
= Mr. Yates stated that Friends of the Pecos River might be of help by creating
a partnership with TPWD and build on the initial agreement from Ripple Dam
and have data on the Iraan Region. Mr. Yates also mentioned a partnership
between Friends of the Pecos and TCEQ so the they could advise on section
of the river between Imperial and Iraan and possibly measure the inflow of
wells and contamination in that region.
0 It was asked when the next meeting will be held
= Leslie Grijalva stated that meetings are held annually so next meeting will
likely be the same time next year. Ms. Grijalva also mentioned that if the
circumstances permit, the meeting will be held in Midland, TX.
No further questions or comments were presented, Ms. Grijalva again thanked everyone
that participated in the meeting.
Meeting adjourned.



