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Mobile Home Residents Being Asked to Move

 

By Valerie Gonzalez | KGNS-TV

Posted: Tue 9:16 AM, Nov 22, 2016         Updated: Tue 10:58 AM, Nov 22, 2016



LAREDO, TEXAS (KGNS) - Over a dozen Zapata residents are being asked to move their homes but that could mean they could lose them.

[image: http://media.graytvinc.com/images/690*404/Four+seasons1.jpg]

Residents living in the Four Seasons mobile home park bought their homes years ago.

In July, they received a letter from the International Boundary and Water Commission.

The letter said some of their homes were on U.S. owned property and that they had 180 days to move them.

As the deadline approaches, the homeowners are trying to explore other options before they have to move.

Those affected by the letter are people who are 60 years or older.

Some of them are only asked to move their porches, but some have to move nearly half their homes which they say is unrealistic.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The IBWC is set to meet with the homeowners nest week.


For full story/video: http://www.kgns.tv/content/news/Mobile-Home-Residents--402363255.html
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[bookmark: _GoBack]New agreement to bring clean water to Military Highway Water Supply Corporation customers

BY TIFFANY HUERTAS valleycentral.com WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH 2016

 

A local water company is receiving temporary assistance from the Brownsville Public Utilities Board. The Military Highway Water Supply Corporation is working on an agreement that will provide its customers with clean water from Brownsville.

A local water company is receiving temporary assistance from the Brownsville Public Utilities Board. The Military Highway Water Supply Corporation is working on an agreement that will provide its customers with clean water from Brownsville.

The water that residents are concerned about do meet TCEQ standards, according to Cameron County Commissioner Alex Dominguez. He said the problem lies in the system's design.

Resident Rogelio Garza has lived on Military Highway in Brownsville for more than 10 years and said they have had to deal with the water issue ever since.

"We don't drink the water out of the sink, but I know some folks do," Garza said.

They've had to resort to buying bottled water.

"We definitely can have the opportunity to get purified and better and make that extra expense," Garza said.

As CBS 4 News has previously reported, residents living within the Military Highway Water Supplies service area have questioned the quality of the water.

Dominguez said sediment collection at the end of pipes is what residents have been dealing with for several years.

"San Pedro runs at the very end of the pipe and because the water is not recirculating back into the system, it accumulates over time," Dominguez said.

Dominguez told CBS 4 News that after listening to concerned residents, the county met with the Military Highway Water Supply Corporation engineer to come up with a solution.

They decided on a project with the Brownsville Public Utilities Board.

"The way it's going to be set up, it will create a circular system, so the sediment moves through the system," Dominguez said.

Brownsville Public Utilities Board General Manager and CEO John Bruciak said this new agreement will serve more than 500 residents.

"We will calculate how much water they use per month, and we will bill them for that and they will pay us," Bruciak said.

CBS 4 News attempted to contact the Military Highway Water Supply Corporation, but they could not release any information at this time.

According to Dominguez, the new project will be temporary until Military Highway Water Supply Corporation can replace the pipes or clean them out.

"We want to be clean, we want to have a good water supply," Garza said.

The project will also serve as a backup in case Military Highway Water Supply Corporation runs into further problems, according to Bruciak. The project is expected to be completed by Christmas.

Full story/video: http://valleycentral.com/news/local/new-agreement-to-bring-clean-water-to-military-highway-water-supply-corporation-customers




[bookmark: _GoBack]Not much water in Elephant Butte

Posted: Nov 26, 2016 06:24 AM MST

Updated: Nov 26, 2016 06:24 AM MST


[image: Not much water in Elephant Butte]





ABC-7's Josie Ortegon reports.

LAS CRUCES, N.M. - The Las Cruces Sun-News reports there's not much water in Elephant Butte and other key reservoirs upstream, meaning any new water would have to come from snowmelt runoff next spring in northern New Mexico and southern Colorado's Rocky Mountains.

Snowmelt isn't looking promising either, as the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration predicts warm weather and low precipitation over the next 90 days in those areas.

Farmers in Dona Ana County were allocated about 13 acre-inches per-acre of water from the Rio Grande in 2016. The district considers a full allotment to be 3 acre-feet but that hasn't happened in years. Water district officials say it's unlikely to occur next year.

(Information from: Las Cruces Sun-News, http://www.lcsun-news.com)
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[bookmark: _GoBack]PIPE FIRM MUST TALK

Judge: Energy Transfer should work with county

MARTY SCHLADEN

USA TODAY NETWORK AUSTIN BUREAU | Wednesday, 23 November 2016

AUSTIN - A federal judge in El Paso last week extended the stoppage of work on a pipeline intended to carry natural gas into Mexico until Dec. 7.

In the meantime, he ordered, the company must enter into discussions about concerns raised by the federal government and El Paso County’s main irrigation district.

The ruling is seen as a rare legal setback for Dallas-based Energy Transfer Partners, which is stirring controversy with separate projects in Texas and in North Dakota.

In separate orders, U.S. District Judge Frank Montalvo denied Energy Transfer Partners’ request to move its eminent domain case back to state court and he told the company to communicate with its opponents before coming back before his court. The parties to the suit are to meet Nov. 28 to see if they can reach an agreement before the Dec. 7 hearing, one of the orders said.

The irrigation district has raised concerns that Energy Transfer Partners won’t bore its 42-inch pipeline deeply enough under its irrigation canals to avoid collapses and consequent disruptions of the supply of Rio Grande water to area farmers and the city of El Paso. There was a partial collapse in the first canal under which the pipeline crossed in September.

The federal government, which owns the infrastructure that brings water to the district from New Mexico, joined the suit and moved it to federal court in October.

The U.S. Attorney’s office for the Western District of Texas said it was concerned about the project’s impact on irrigation canals and the border fence that runs near San Elizario. A collapse could also damage the pipeline, a spokeswoman said Tuesday.

“Such damage would be irreparable as the water could not be recovered and loss of life cannot be restored,” the spokeswoman, Lora Makowski, said in an email.

A spokeswoman for Energy Transfer Partners couldn’t be reached Tuesday with questions, including one asking whether the company plans to appeal Montalvo’s rulings to the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals.

Jesus “Chuy” Reyes, the general manager of the irrigation district, said that in court Montalvo told attorneys for Energy Transfer Partners that they had to work with the district and federal officials.

He said that “if they didn’t, they would have to vacate the area completely,”Reyes said. The project, the Comanche Trail Pipeline, is one of several Energy Transfer Partners projects generating controversy.

It and a sister project, the Trans Pecos Pipeline, will carry natural gas from near Fort Stockton to two different points in Mexico. In both cases, Texas regulators have said they have little power to control the routes of the projects.

On Sunday, opponents in Marfa held another protest of the Trans Pecos project, which they say has already destroyed important archeological sites. Indian groups danced as part of the protest.

A third Energy Transfer Partners project, the Dakota Access oil pipeline, continues to generate international headlines.

On Monday, 16 were arrested in protests over concerns that the project will pollute the water supply of an Indian tribe whose reservation it passes near. Opponents to the project also say it is destroying archeologically significant sites.

In the El Paso dispute, local officials want the pipeline to be dug more deeply under irrigation canals and for other precautions to be taken.

Reyes said that instead of boring at the 10-foot depth that Energy Transfer Partners wants, his district wants the pipeline 25 feet deep. The district also wants the pipeline encased or covered in concrete to protect it from future digging.

In addition, Reyes said, the irrigation district wants Energy Transfer Partners to share its schematic diagrams so tha tirrigation officials will always know where the pipeline crosses district canals.

The irrigation chief said he knew of no other instance in which Energy Transfer Partners was forced to modify its plans in court.

“This is a first for David vs. Goliath,” he said.

Marty Schladen can be reached at 512-479-6606; mschladen@gannett.com ; @martyschladen on Twitter.




[bookmark: _GoBack]People on border: Trump’s wall unwelcome

FRANK BAJAK |ASSOCIATED PRESS | Wednesday, 23 November 2016

LOS EBANOS, Texas - All along the winding Rio Grande, the people who live in this bustling, fertile region where the U.S. border meets the Gulf of Mexico never quite understood how Donald Trump’s great wall could ever be much more than campaign rhetoric.

Erecting a concrete barrier across the entire 1,954-mile frontier with Mexico, they know, collides head-on with multiple realities: the geology of the river valley, fierce local resistance and the immense cost.

An electronically fortified “virtual wall” with surveillance technology that includes night-and-day video cameras, tethered observation balloons and highflying drones makes a lot more sense to people here. It’s already in wide use and expanding.

If a 30- to 40-foot concrete wall is a panacea for illegal immigration, as Trump insisted during the campaign, the locals are not convinced. And few were surprised when the president-elect seemed to soften his position five days after the election, saying that the wall could include some fencing.

“The wall is not going to stop anyone,” said Jorge Garcia, who expected to lose access to most of his 30-acre riverside ranch after the U.S. Border Fence Act was enacted a decade ago.

Under the law, 652 miles of border barrier were built, mostly in Arizona. The 110 miles of fences and fortified levees that went up in Texas are not contiguous but broken lines, some as much as a mile and a half from the river.

Eight years after government surveyors marked Garcia’s land, he and his wife, Aleida, are still waiting to see if the Border Patrol will sever their property.

“This lets me know that whenever they want to build the wall, they can,” said Aleida, holding up a tax bill that shows the nominally expropriated sliver of property.

If a fence or wall goes up, the couple will be paid $8,300. So far, the Garcias and the rest of the village of Los Ebanos have been spared because the erosionprone clay soil is simply too unstable, she believes.

Geology conspires against wall-building up and down the Rio Grande Valley. So does a boundary water treaty with Mexico and endangered-species laws. Catwalks and tunnels had to be built into existing fences to accommodate endangered ocelots and jaguarundi, two species of wild cat.

The gaps in the border barrier includean entire flank of the River Bend golf club and resort in Brownsville. University of Texas-Rio Grande Valley political scientist Terence Garrett calls them “gaps of privilege” because many landowners were politically connected.

Other landowners fought the Border Patrol in court.

“The wall might make mid-America feel safer, but for those of us that live on the border, it’s not making us feel any safer when we know that people can go over it, around it, under it and through it,” said Monica Weisberg-Stewart, security expert for the Texas Border Coalition, a consortium of regional leaders.

The coalition wants federal dollars to go instead to bolstering security at border crossings, where heroin, cocaine and methamphetamine are smuggled in. A poll conducted in Southwest border cities in May found 72 percent of residents opposed to building a wall. The Cronkite News-Univision-Dallas Morning News poll had a margin of error of 2.6 percentage points.

The wall is popular in distant cities “because you can see, feel and touch it. But politically it just doesn’t make sense,” said J.D. Salinas, the coalition’s chairman.

As commissioner of the border county of Hidalgo from 2007 to 2009, Salinas won public backing for 20 miles of border barrier by reinforcing an existing levee with concrete and topping it with a fence. In 2010, the project paid off. The levee held back flooding from Hurricane Alex. The cost was about $10 million a mile, though.

In the Nov. 8 election, only three Texas border counties — all sparsely populated — went for Trump. The rest are solidly Democratic, at odds with the Republicans who control most state capitals and have been demanding more border barriers.

Rural ranchers worried about drugtraffickers and other criminals are less likely to benefit from border walls and fences than city-dwellers, said Adam Isacson, a security expert with the nonprofit advocacy group Washington Office on Latin America.

“What a wall ultimately does is slow a border crosser for 10 to 15 minutes,” Isacson said. “In an urban area, that 15 minutes is crucial.” Border patrol agents can arrive quickly. In rural areas, they may be an hour or more away.

The U.S. side of the border is quite safe, said Weisberg-Stewart. “We are not in a war zone.”

In fact, cross-border trade has been booming. In 2014, more than $246 billion worth of goods and 3.7 million trucks crossed the Texas-Mexico border, according to coalition figures.

Trump needs to remember that Mexico is the second-largest U.S. export market, said Rep. Filemon Vela, a Texas Democrat whose district includes most of the valley. Only Canada buys more American goods.

“There’s no way in hell he’s going to see his great wall,” Vela said.

The region bears the usual hallmarks of American prosperity: strip malls, well-maintained interstates, prosperous gated communities with hacienda-style McMansions.

Cold-storage warehouses proliferate for northbound Mexican okra, avocados and tomatoes while other warehouses brim with southbound used clothing. Cotton, grapefruit and corn fields abound.

Much of the Mexican side of the border has been afflicted by drug cartel-related violence, but crime in the Rio Grande Valley, which is home to 1.3 million people, has been consistently lower than other Texas cities.

If lots of “bad hombres” are crossing the border, as Trump has claimed, they are mostly taking their lawbreakingelsewhere. Further, there’s no record of anyone sneaking across the border to commit acts of terrorism.

The Border Patrol’s buildup after 9/11 is one reason, argues David Aguilar, who was named to the agency’s top job in 2004 by a fellow Texan, then-President George W. Bush, and is now a private consultant. Since then, the number of agents has climbed from 9,500 on the southwest border to 17,500 in 2015.

Meanwhile, the number of apprehensions along the border is down from a peak of 1.6 million in 2000 — when Aguilar said at least as many got away — to 409,000 in the year ended in September. Nearly half were caught in the Rio Grande Valley.

Many analysts believe the Great Recession was a bigger factor than Border Patrol enforcement in making the U.S. less attractive to Mexican migrants in particular.

Since tower-mounted video surveillance cameras began going up in 1999 in the Brownsville area, illegal cross-border traffic in the area “dried up by 85 to 90 percent,” said Johnny Meadors, the sector’s assistant chief for technology. He said the traffic moved west, where there were no cameras.

Seventy-two more of the towers, which are 80 to 120 feet tall, are to be installed in the valley by 2021, and could include motion sensors and laser pointers, Meadors said.

Since 2013, the Border Patrol has also had five blimp-like aerostats that float from 1,000 to 5,000 feet above the valley on tethers.

High-flying Predator drones have patrolled vast areas of southwest borderlands since 2011. The agency also has underground sensors along the border. How many, Meadors wouldn’t say.

All the gadgetry has been a bonanza for defense contractors. The government spent $450 million last fiscal year on border security fencing, infrastructure and technology.

“If you had a sensible immigration policy, there would be no need for all this,” said Garrett, the political scientist.

What Trump’s policy will be remains a mystery.

During the campaign, he said he would deport all the estimated 11 million immigrants living illegally in the United States. Days after the election, he appeared to back down somewhat, saying he would expel the criminals among them.

Whether fear of a Trump victory has anything to do with a recent spike in arrivals from violence-wracked Central America isn’t clear. They account for more than half of Border Patrol apprehensions in the Rio Grande Valley, where many migrants turn themselves in at frontier bridges.

A carrier delivers mail along a section of border fence in Brownsville. The idea of a concrete wall spanning the 1,954-mile Southwest border collides head-on with multiple realities.

ERICGAY/AP

[image: http://elpasotimes.tx.newsmemory.com/newsmemvol2/texas/elpasotimes/20161123/elpbrd_times_11_23_2016_b_b_004_w-or9.pdf.0/img/Image_21.jpg]
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Residents may be relocated

Posted: Wednesday, November 23, 2016 12:41 am | Updated: 12:42 am, Wed Nov 23, 2016.

By Taryn T. Walters LAREDO MORNING TIMES


Some residents living in Zapata County may soon need to relocate their homes after receiving notification from the International Boundary and Water Commission that they are residing on federally-owned property.


Congressman Henry Cuellar released a statement Tuesday stating several Zapata County residents contacted his office about a letter they received from the commission informing them they were living on federally-owned property and had 180 days to remove their structures from the boundary line.




[bookmark: _GoBack]Residents of Four Seasons Mobile Park Have a Lot on the Line
By Valerie Gonzalez | KGNS-TV Posted: Wed 9:11 AM, Nov 30, 2016  | Updated: Wed 12:04 PM, Nov 30, 2016

LAREDO, TEXAS (KGNS) - Residents in Zapata are being asked by the federal government to move their homes.

[image: http://media.graytvinc.com/images/690*386/All+on+the+line.jpg]

This week they will be meeting with federal representatives of the International Boundary and Water Commission.

The IBWC is asking residents to move out of a flowage easement, which is waterfront property they own in order to operate nearby Falcon Dam.

The easement was established in 1952 and those properties have been there for decades.

So many Zapata residents who are being asked to move their property have a lot on the line.

Residents in Zapata who live in the Four Seasons Mobile Park live close to Falcon Lake, but perhaps too close.

Twenty-seven letters have been sent out to the people living on the United States flowage easement managed by the International Boundary and Water Commission.

The zone is an area that is prone to flooding due to the Falcon reservoir.
In order to conduct any activity on the property, you need a permit or a license.

Decades ago, a commercial license was granted for the Four Seasons mobile home park but later the land was parceled and sold to some people who did not know about the division and now they have come to take it back.

Among the residents who have received letters at Four Seasons you will find veterans from World War II, Vietnam, Korea, people who are disabled and retirees.

Some are only asked to move their porches but others need to move more.

Many people who live at the Four Seasons mobile park have deeply invested in their properties, which were long ago fused into the ground.

All of the residents have been given a deadline that is coming up next month to move, but some just don't know where to move to.

Full story/video: http://www.kgns.tv/content/news/All-On-The-Line-403694356.html
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PRESIDENTIAL TRANSITION

[bookmark: _GoBack]Trump win churns U.S.-Mexico water talks

Negotiators from both nations are hustling to finish a new agreement for sharing water from the Colorado River — before President Barack Obama leaves office.

By ANNIE SNIDER

 

11/26/16 07:41 AM EST

[image: A 16-year drought has sent water levels at the river's most important reservoir, Lake Mead, to the lowest levels since it was first filled in the 1930s, threatening supply cuts for 40 million people across seven U.S. states and two Mexican states.]

A 16-year drought has sent water levels at the Colorado River's most important reservoir, Lake Mead, to the lowest levels since it was first filled in the 1930s. | Getty

 POLITICO MAGAZINE



Negotiations between the U.S. and Mexico to seal a water-sharing deal over the dwindling supplies on the Colorado River are confronting a new deadline: the inauguration of Donald Trump.

A 16-year drought has sent water levels at the river's most important reservoir, Lake Mead, to their lowest point since it was first filled in the 1930s, threatening supply cuts for 40 million people across seven U.S. states and two Mexican states. It’s also raising the stakes for the two countries as they try to hammer out an extension of a four-year-old agreement on how to share the water.

That agreement expires at the end of 2017, but negotiators who have worked for years are pressing to finish a new pact before President Barack Obama leaves office — or put at risk years of fruitful collaboration on the sharing of cross-border water supplies that are vital to both countries.

The fear is not only that Trump — who has called Mexicans criminals and vowed to erect a massive border wall — could derail any potential deal, but that even turning the talks over to new negotiators would stall the process at a critical moment, since it would take them months to get up to speed.

The issue is just one of dozens of crucial international topics, from relationships with NATO and Russia to Asian trade deals, that may take a dramatic shift under a Trump team that campaigned on an "America First" platform.

Farmers and cities in Arizona and Nevada could face their first cuts in water supplies a year from now, just as the existing agreement ends. Without a new agreement with Mexico, it is unclear whether or how those cuts could be shared across the border, raising the prospect of either deeper, swifter cuts to U.S. states or a bitter cross-border dispute.

Water policy experts say that even before Trump's election, the Obama administration had been pressing to tie up a new deal for the Colorado River and avoid any delays caused by the change in administrations.

"There's pressure to finish off any type of arrangement that you start with one administration," said Carlos de la Parra, a Mexican water analyst who advised his country's lead negotiator on the previous water sharing deal. "Now there's this surprise, and there's a President-elect Trump, and obviously that becomes a little more acute given his discourse."

The Colorado River provides the lifeblood of much of the American Southwest, feeding desert metropolises including Phoenix, San Diego and Las Vegas, and supplying farmers who grow 15 percent of the nation's food. The river rises on the Continental Divide in Rocky Mountain National Park, and snakes 1,450 miles before finally draining into the Gulf of California on the Mexican side of the border — although most of the time there's barely a trickle left by the time the river reaches its delta.

Experts say the arrival of a potentially hostile new U.S. president doesn't necessarily mean Mexico will settle for less than it wants. Mexico holds significant leverage since its water is the most protected as a treaty obligation. It also has the right to take the U.S. to international arbitration, and controls the delivery of Rio Grande water to American farmers in Texas.

While Mexico has been "very fair to the U.S. — more than it had to be" in previous negotiations, the water treaty is a sovereignty issue that "gets down to the raw material of Mexican nationalism," said Stephen Mumme, a political science professor at Colorado State University.

"There are big incentives on both sides to get this done, and done in a way that's sustainable," he said. "But it's not going to come at Mexican expense and Mexico cannot be bullied or pressured in this. I think that's one of those things that's going to be a little bit of a wake-up call for the Trump administration."

Negotiators are focusing on the technical aspects of crafting a water-sharing deal and hoping to keep politics out of the talks. Sally Spener, foreign affairs officer at the International Boundary and Water Commission, the U.S.-Mexican agency that negotiates and applies the treaties, said the American commissioner "has instructed his staff to continue with our work and we continue to do that."

Roberto Salmon, the lead Mexican negotiator, told POLITICO the primary urgency to sign a new deal comes from the ongoing drought and dire predictions for the basin, rather than "political issues or political aspects or the political life of either country." But keeping calm heads only stands to get harder as flows on the river continue to dwindle.

Under a 1944 treaty with Mexico, the U.S. must send 1.5 million acre-feet of water — nearly half a trillion gallons —across the border each year, an amount that's roughly enough to supply 3 million homes. But the treaty's provisions laying out rules on what happens during a drought are vague and undefined.

Moreover, hydrologists now realize that the period in the early 20th century when the Colorado River's water supply was divvied up was unusually wet. And as temperatures rise and climate change shrinks the winter snow pack that feeds the Colorado, the river is likely to carry even less water in the future.

The strain is already being felt: Water levels behind the Hoover Dam at Lake Mead this year plummeted to the lowest level since the reservoir was built. Under existing law, Arizona and Nevada must start taking cuts when water levels reach 1,075 feet above sea level in late summer. The Bureau of Reclamation estimates a 50-50 chance that the lake will hit that level next year, triggering the first supply cuts for the U.S. — and potentially Mexico — in 2018.

In fact, if the existing compacts and treaties had been strictly followed, the cuts would already have begun. But after years of battling each other in court and across the negotiating table, the U.S. and Mexican governments and the seven U.S. states in the Colorado River basin decided to stop fighting and start working together, ultimately staving off water delivery cuts for several years.

In the U.S., the lower basin states of Arizona, Nevada and California have struck several deals to undertake and fund aggressive water conservation programs. The U.S. and Mexico struck a similar deal as part of the water sharing agreement signed in 2012 that is set to expire next year. Under that deal, called Minute 319, the states and the U.S. government are investing $21 million in water conservation programs in Mexico like lining canals to reduce leaks and improving water efficiency at farms.

That deal also takes steps to restore the parched river delta south of the border, and allows Mexico to store some of its Colorado River water supplies in Lake Mead to make up for capacity that was lost in Mexico after a 2010 earthquake damaged its dams. That helped Mexico solve its shortage problem while bolstering water levels at the critical reservoir.

But that history of collaboration may be tested if the negotiations drag on into the new Trump administration, which has focused much of its most bombastic rhetoric on international trade agreements and immigration from Mexico.

"All this blustering, all of these insults being hurled around just doesn't help, because we depend on Mexico in so many ways," Mumme said.

Trump hasn't spoken about the Colorado River's issues, and his transition team did not respond to a request for comment. But during the campaign he championed the plight of farmers in the Central Valley of California, who have had their water deliveries cut because of a five-year drought combined with endangered species protections that restrict pumping from the Sacramento-San Joaquin delta in the northern part of the state. In a May campaign stop in Fresno, Trump vowed to fix the state's "insane" water problem to "bring jobs back."

And in what could be signal of the type of polices to expect, David Bernhardt, a former Interior Department solicitor who is now the top lobbyist for a powerhouse Central Valley water district, was tapped to lead Trump's initial transition for the Interior Department.

Getting a Colorado River deal done before Trump's inauguration will be a heavy lift. Mexico has indicated it doesn't want to sign the deal until a separate but related agreement is in place on the U.S. side of the border. That deal, a drought contingency plan among California, Arizona and Nevada, calls for the states to conserve additional water above and beyond mandatory cuts in order to increase reservoir levels and stave off the most severe scenarios. Although the states have agreed to top-line numbers, they've haven't yet worked out with their farmers, cities and other users how to share the cuts. And in Arizona, the state legislature must give its approval to any pact.

Water experts agree it's only a matter of time until a shortage declaration is declared on the river, and without a new U.S.-Mexico deal in place, what would happen then is anyone's guess.

The U.S. could simply implement the delivery cuts agreed to under the 2012 deal, hoping that Mexico wouldn't object to extending those provision under the expired deal. But it's not clear whether those cutswould still be acceptable to Mexico.

"Without a U.S.-Mexico agreement, it's entirely possible that Mexico asserts that it does not have to take a shortage," said Jennifer Pitt, Colorado River project director for the National Audubon Society.

Moreover, whatever the U.S. does on the Colorado River could have knock-on effects elsewhere. In particular, the same treaty that governs the Colorado River also covers the Rio Grande, where Mexico is obliged to deliver water to the U.S.

It was Mexico's failure to deliver agreed-upon water volumes from the Rio Grande to the U.S. that last raised U.S.-Mexico water issues to the presidential level. That was in 2005 under President George W. Bush, who was acutely aware of the importance of that water to farmers in his home state of Texas.

Cross border tensions were also high in the mid-2000s, when some of the United States’ Colorado River water was seeping into the ground and over the border and being pumped by Mexican farmers. The two countries also feuded during the late 1960s over salinity levels in the water that the U.S. was sending south, a dispute still fresh in the minds of water experts on both sides of the border. Mexico repeatedly threatened to sue the U.S. over that issue, and ultimately President Richard Nixon appointed a special ambassador to deal with the problem.

Key players on the Colorado River hope that relations won't get that bad anytime soon, even as they acknowledge that Trump's fiery campaign rhetoric presents a major wild card.

"On the merits, having Mexico conserve more water to improve the reliability of the Colorado River water supply for 36 million users in the U.S., for 15 percent of U.S. agricultural output, that seems to me to have enormous value," Pitt said.

"On that basis, I have confidence. But on the basis of how rhetoric can sometimes get detached from those merits — I don't know," she said.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Another water-main break at the border

This time the runoff isn't sewage pollution

By Marty Graham, Nov. 30, 2016 |San Diego Reader

A broken pipe in Tijuana spilled clean water into Goat Canyon on Tuesday (November 29). The potable water spilled into the canyon through ten-foot-in-diameter drainage culverts for about three hours before Mexican authorities got it repaired.

The water-main break happened in Las Playas, according to International Boundary and Water Commission operations manager Steve Smullen. He got word of it around noon, he said.

Normally, when water comes across the border, it isn't potable. The sewage pipe that broke in Los Sauces/Yogurt Canyon earlier in November continues to send "cloudy water" into Yogurt Canyon even now, according to a commission report.

A combination of very big surf and flow from Yogurt Canyon resulted in Surfrider's No B(order) S(ewage) campaign canceling two cross-border surf events earlier this month.

The Tijuana River also flows after any heavy rain storm, and Mexican authorities almost always shut down the CILA pump station that diverts river water for treatment in dry weather because the sediment in the storm water can damage the pump.

The river crosses the border south and west of the Dairy Mart bridge in a concrete channel and heads north into the county and state parks, turning west about three quarters of a mile from the border. Water — dirty or clean — also comes through culverts at other low points, including Smuggler's Gulch, at Goat Canyon and at Yogurt Canyon.

Smullen says that potable water lines break "a couple of times a year." One clean-water break occurred a few years ag at a water tank up in Las Laureles canyon and by the time the water reached the border, it was full of silt dragged out of the canyon. The silt jammed up the IBWC wet well at the Goat Canyon pump station, and Mexican authorities sent people to clear the wet well, he said.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Water rights case has huge consequences

Nov 26, 2016 | Sierra Vista Herald 

Cochise County residents, especially those with wells installed after 1988 who live near the San Pedro River, have good reasons to support the efforts of the local government in drawing the line on federal water rights.

Earlier this month Supervisor Pat Call traveled to Phoenix to be deposed in a legal case that will decide how much water the Bureau of Land Management is entitled to claim within the San Pedro subwatershed. The agency has requested more than 40,000 acre feet of water rights; about five times the amount being requested by Fort Huachuca. Call has said if the BLM gets what it wants, the consequences on Cochise County will be to end residential development and raise serious questions on the viability of the local post in accomplishing its missions.

http://www.svherald.com/opinion/water-rights-case-has-huge-consequences/article_8643ca18-b443-11e6-a8d3-c3a6731f69c9.html




[bookmark: _GoBack]Brief reunion of families at border fence makes a point: walls divide, hugs unite

 

BY KENIA GUERRERO ON NOVEMBER 21, 2016 IMMIGRATION & FRONTERAS

Maria De Jesus leans against the metal fence that blocks the Rio Grande, a river that for centuries has marked the division between El Paso, Texas and Ciudad Juarez, Mexico.

A native of Durango, Mexico, Maria, 82, has traveled more than 600 miles by bus for the chance to see her only son and 15-year-old granddaughter. She saw them last 12 years ago when they emigrated from Durango to El Paso.

“I didn’t know my granddaughter; I hadn’t seen her since she was 3 years old, and it’s not the same watching them grow in pictures,” De Jesus said in Spanish.

[image: hugs not walls.jpg]

On a recent sunny October day, De Jesus was among the 300 families, or more than 1000 people, waiting in line on the Juarez side of the river for a chance to spend three minutes with their loved ones on the U.S. side. The site for the reunion is near Santa Fe Street, in downtown El Paso, and is known as Chihuahuita Park.

The encounter, known as the Hugs Not Walls, on October 29 was made possible by a coalition of immigrant advocacy organizations, headed by Border Network for Human Rights, an immigrants rights organization based in El Paso. Other supporters of the event, the second this year, included local political leaders, County Judge Veronica Escobar and U.S. Congressman Beto O’Rourke (D-Texas16.)

Fernando Garcia, founder of Border Network, said the purpose of the event was to show the reality that many immigrants face today: the separation of families by political and geographical boundary lines. The issue was at the forefront of the divisive and heated race for the White House, with now President-Elect Donald Trump calling for mass deportations of undocumented immigrants and promises to build a “huge wall” between the U.S. and Mexico.

“We want to bring attention to the fact that today there is a great anti-immigrant campaign here in the United States that aims to deport and separate more families, and proposes to build more walls,” Garcia said. “So in way this is a event of love where families get together for the first time in years, but it’s also a protest where 300 families are going to send the message of the crisis of separated families.”

During the four-hour event meant groups of 10 families at a time were allowed to meet their family members from El Paso at the middle of the empty, muddy riverbed for just three minutes, enough time for a few hugs and kisses before returning to their respective sides of the border.

The Border Network coordinated the October 30 Hugs Not Walls event with cooperation of government agencies as the International Boundary and Water Commission, U.S. Customs and Border Patrol and Mexico’s Federal Police.

U.S. residents that gathered at the border fence dressed in blue Border Network tee shirts and Juarez residents wore white tee shirts. The family groups that reunited consisted of men, women and children of all ages.

Border Patrol Agent Ramiro Cordero said the event went off without any glitches. “These kind of events are made possible thanks to years of dialogue between organizations and agencies,” Cordero said. “We don’t know if this could ever happen in another border city.”
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ZAPATA – Residents in Zapata County said they received orders from the federal government to move out of their homes.

Earlier this year, the International Boundary and Water Commission sent letters to 27 homeowners stating their houses were encroaching on a government easement.

Zapata resident Lehman Justice said he and his wife decided to invest their life savings and settle in the small town. He’s also one of the 27 who received the letter from IBWC.

Justice said all of the recipients are retired citizens. He also said one of the sheds in their community belongs to a lady that’s 92 years old.

The letter tells Justice his property is encroaching on a flowage easement. IBWC warned if Falcon Lake reaches capacity, those homes will be in the way.

But Justice said he already saw a high water mark in the area in 2010.

“It may never be that high… like it was that time with two hurricanes coming across Mexico and filling up Amistad and Falcon,” he said. “We’re confident that we would not be flooded by any future heavy rain.”

The homeowner said he was told the lease would be good for 99 years after he bought and leased his place. However, the current manager of the place said it wasn’t in writing and they don’t know anything about it.

IBWC gave the homeowners 180 days to remove their homes. Now, that deadline is closer to 60 days.

“Why after 40 years, and in my case my place has been here almost 20 years, why now are they telling us we gotta move at all?” Justice said. “We’ll very regretfully leave if it comes to that.”

Justice clarified it will take U.S. Marshals to force him off his property.

Those 180 days are up in mid-January. IBWC said they will then refer cases to the U.S. Department of Justice.

The commission and homeowners will meet in person next week. Both sides said they hope something will come out this stalemate. 



For full story and video: http://www.krgv.com/story/33766859/zapata-homeowners-ordered-to-remove-homes-close-to-water
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ZAPATA – More than 20 homeowners in Zapata County are figuring out what they can do as a deadline looms to get off their property.

The government is telling them to get out.

Twenty-seven homeowners were all told by the International Boundary and Water Commission they’re either partly or fully on government property. They have two months to move off the property.

The line drawn by a survey will mean all the difference of who stays and who goes from a mobile park just outside Zapata.

The view of Falcon Lake brought the people. The IBWC said some homeowners are too close.

“We don’t have enough money to buy another house,” homeowner Joanne Olson said.

Olson is one of the 27 who received a letter. She owns a deed for some of her land. The other half she rented from a mobile home park that had a lease with the IBWC.

The survey line goes right through her homestead. It’s about to cause her a lot of problems.

“It runs right through the middle of me and the middle of the mobile home. So all of this I lose, and this is on my land,” she said.

Olson and her husband, Prentice Scanland, invested tens of thousands of dollars. They’re being asked to dismantle half of it.

“I would not be able to use the hallway to get to the bedroom back there, the bathroom. The bathroom would be taken off of that bedroom,” she said.

IBWC said the rules are simple. Structures cannot be in the flood zone of Falcon Lake. CHANNEL 5 NEWS spoke to a representative in El Paso by phone.

“They are on federal property. It is in a floodplain. It’s a safety violation and they need to leave,” they said.

Scanland said he’s diagnosed with Parkinson’s. He said the disease will soon get worse.

“This is our money for the extended care. If they just take it away from us we lose everything,” she said.

Olson wants to challenge the government’s claim.

“What the owner, who may not be happy with the survey, might do is have her own survey done. And then try to work with the agency to resolve any differences,” McAllen property attorney Joseph Preston said.

He said the government has special rights to eminent domain. Other homeowners are in a weaker position.

“The IBWC can terminate their lease, just like any landlord they can terminate a lease and say that ‘We no longer have you as a tenant,’” Preston said.

Olson said she can’t imagine splitting her home.

“You know what’s going to happen then, the whole mobile home is going to go,” she said.

Preston said the best change homeowners have is to settle with the government out of court.

“The cost would be astronomical. And I could not advise them to undergo those costs,” he said.

Olson said she and her husband have nowhere else to go.

The deadline for homeowners to get off the property is two months away. Another man in the same situation said he’s not going anywhere.

The IBWC will be meeting with those homeowners one by one to try to work out a solution.

We will report any new developments. 


For full story/video: http://www.krgv.com/story/33776275/deadline-approaches-for-zapata-co-homeowners-to-clear-out-property
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ZAPATA, TEXAS (KGNS) - Almost two-dozen residents in Zapata are being asked to move their properties, but many say complying is not a possibility.

[image: http://media.graytvinc.com/images/690*386/zapata+properties.jpg]

A meeting was held to discuss the situation between the residents of Zapata and government officials.

Some of questions residents had were discussed directly with members of the International Boundary and Water Commission at the Zapata Community Center.

Residents were frustrated with the possible outcome that they could lose their homes.

Most of the residents were told that they had to move but there were seven properties that might be handled differently because they were included in a 1980 amendment to the mobile park license.

The agency also explained that they only found out about the encroachment of properties on their land in 2010 due to staffing issues.

IBWC has been renewing the license for the owner of Four Seasons, also known as Shady Haven LLC but sent them a letter notifying them they were in violation by having some of the plots on US owned property.

Residents who were not made aware of the division are thinking about countering.

IBWC had given them 180 days to comply, but are willing to grant more time to people who are making active efforts to comply.

Some resident told is flat out they are not moving.

IBWC legal representative explained they are not an enforcement agency, and would have to resort these cases to the department of justice if they do not reach a cooperative agreement.

 Zapata Residents Meet with IBWC
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Full story/video: http://www.kgns.tv/content/news/zapata-403628316.html
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Farmers brace for 'dismal' water situation

Diana Alba Soular , Las Cruces Sun-News3:47 p.m. MST November 24, 2016
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(Photo: Rich Pedroncelli/The Associated Press)

LAS CRUCES - Doña Ana County farmers are bracing for what's likely to be another short river water year in 2017.

Key storage reservoirs — Elephant Butte Lake and Caballo Reservoir — don't have much water, meaning new water would have to stem from snowmelt runoff next spring in the northern New Mexico and southern Colorado Rocky Mountains.

And warmer than usual temperatures and below-average precipitation are in the 90-day outlook for those areas, according to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

"It's very dismal," said Gary Esslinger, manager for the Elephant Butte Irrigation District, which delivers Rio Grande water in Doña Ana County. "Looking at the forecast, it's not looking good. They're saying warmer temperatures and less snowpack."

Esslinger said there has been light snowfall in southern Colorado so far, the main source of run-off. Snowfall in the mountains near Denver drains into basins other than the Rio Grande.

"We need the snows around Pagosa Springs and Durango," he said.

Elephant Butte Lake, the largest of the two reservoirs just upstream of Doña Ana County, last week held about 151,300 acre-feet, about 7 percent of its capacity, according to the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. A year ago, it was 21 percent full. Caballo Lake sits at 8 percent full.

Phil King, EBID consultant water engineer, said he flew to Fort Collins in recent days and saw the southern Colorado mountains from a bird's-eye view. He spotted "little patches of snow," so far.

"The snow in the southern Rockies is looking pretty despondent," said King, also a professor in the New Mexico State University Civil Engineering Department.

In all, Doña Ana County farmers were allocated about 13 acre-inches per-acre of Rio Grande water in 2016. The district considers a full allotment to be 3 acre-feet, but that hasn't happened in recent years. River-water drought has characterized the past decade.

"You pray every day it's going to be snowing," said Las Cruces-area farmer Dick Salopek of this winter's weather.

Salopek said plenty of growers have stopped farming acreage to deal with the river-water drought that has been the trend in recent history. He said he's rented farmland himself to apply the water rights from it to already-planted acreage to get enough water.

"Canal is the best water of any water, period," he said, referencing the yearly Rio Grande allotment to farmers.

Also, Salopek said as a way to deal with drought, he's managed to apply arroyo run-off from rain storms in August and September to his pecan trees to supplement the overall supply.

The other major alternative to river-water use is groundwater pumping, which is the subject of considerable legal controversy in state and federal courts. The U.S. Supreme Court has a pending case involving a New Mexico-Texas dispute over river-water allocation and groundwater pumping in Doña Ana County. The case has stirred unease among growers and other water users across the county because of potential cuts to water use that could result.

In addition to less snowpack in the southern Rocky Mountains, the snow that does fall tends to melt faster, King has said. And, for a given amount of snowpack, less run-off is making its way into the Rio Grande than in decades past.

The Rio Grande experienced a significant drought from the 1950s to the 1970s, followed by years of abundant run-off in the 1980s and 1990s, King said. He said climate change is a factor, as average temperatures are rising.

"It would naive to think we're going to go back into a wet period like that of the '80s and '90s," he said.

As for the 2017 irrigation season, King said he expects EBID will at least be able to allocate 4 acre-inches and possibly as much as 10 acre-inches.

"But it could be over-optimistic," he said. "You never know."

Las Cruces pecan farmer Phil Arnold said the status of the river water supply is "definitely a concern right now from this point going forward." He noted that storms in recent months helped, but the monsoon season didn't yield much water.

"What's happened is, where we used to have plenty of water to go around, that resource is being stretched to take care of everybody's needs up and down (the river)," he said.

Some rainfall run-off this fall into Elephant Butte Lake and Caballo Reservoir did help to boost the amount of water, according to the Bureau of Reclamation. The lowest water level of the year at Elephant Butte Lake happened on Sept. 9, when it held 126,545 acre-feet.

Farmers in the Hatch area have said they rely even more heavily upon water from the Rio Grande than growers in other parts of the county because the groundwater supply in that area is not as robust as in the Mesilla Valley.

An acre-foot contains about 326,000 gallons, enough to cover 1 acre to a depth of 12 inches or 1 foot.

Diana Alba Soular may be reached at 575-541-5443, dalba@lcsun-news.com or @AlbaSoular on Twitter.

At a glance

Elephant Butte Lake

Wednesday: 151,262 acre-feet (7% full)

One year ago: 214,716 acre-feet (21% full)

Caballo Reservoir

Wednesday: 19,025 acre-feet (8% full)

One year ago: 25,479 acre-feet (11% full)

Source: U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
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[image: The Elephant Butte Dam project celebrates its 100th anniversary this year. Irrigation water from Elephant Butte irrigates thousands of agricultural acres in southern New Mexico.]
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The Elephant Butte Dam project celebrates its 100th anniversary this year. Irrigation water from Elephant Butte irrigates thousands of agricultural acres in southern New Mexico.

Historians love birthdays and anniversaries, and southern New Mexico is celebrating a big one.

It’s been a century since the Bureau of Reclamation constructed the Elephant Butte Dam under terms of the Reclamation Act of 1902 signed into law by my hero, President Theodore Roosevelt. One of the first large projects of the Bureau was damming the Rio Abajo, the lower stretch of the Rio Grande below Albuquerque. It was a grand, optimistic gesture 100 years ago, and it epitomized the idea of dreams in dry places and reclaiming the desert.

New Mexican pioneers certainly had imagination. First, they saw a rocky basalt outcrop like a small mesa and they thought it looked like the head and body of an elephant. Then, they wanted to dam the Rio Grande to grow irrigated crops in a low elevation Chihuahuan desert. They thought the dam should be built near the elephant, hence the name Elephant Butte Dam. Of course, there were no elephants in southern New Mexico. There weren’t thousands of acres of irrigated crops, either, but that was about to change. In the early 20th century, American engineering know-how would transform the West with an orgy of dam building on most western rivers. The project that started it all was Elephant Butte.

HHHOut to the dusty village of Hot Springs, New Mexico, came hundreds and then thousands of construction workers. College-trained engineers moved to the Southwest with their pressed khaki pants, slide rules, pith helmets and sharpened pencils. It was the American century. Americans could do anything, and we did.

In 1912, New Mexico had achieved statehood, and legislators clamored for a big irrigation project. They got one. Elephant Butte can store 2 million acre feet of water for the Elephant Butte Irrigation District, and it provides outdoor recreation for water skiing, jet boats and pontoon boats at Rock Canyon Marina; Marina Del Sur, a 150-slip marina in the middle of the lake; and the Dam Site Marina, which is a 200-slip facility.

The small community of Hot Springs bustled with hardworking and hard-drinking construction workers in a desert so dry the Spanish named it Jornada del Muerto, or Journey of the Dead, along the Camino Realle as wagon caravans slowly made their way north from Mexico City to Santa Fe. Dry and forbidding, the land had little use, but irrigation would change all that. From 1911 to 1916, dam-builders toiled away. Alcohol was banned within five miles of the construction site, so Hot Springs, just beyond the perimeter, boomed with gambling, saloons, prostitutes and bath houses flush with hot mineral springs.

HHHHealth-seekers came west along with construction workers. The town began to grow, and in 1950, it changed its name to Truth or Consequences, after an NBC radio program hosted by Ralph Edwards. Just off of Interstate 25, T or C, as the locals call it, is now becoming an arts community and a safe haven for post-Sept. 11 refugees and others fleeing urban/suburban centers. There’s a Healing Waters Walking Trail, the Jack E. Baker Rotary Park & Wetlands and the Hot Springs Historic District, which includes Blackstone Hot Springs, La Paloma Hot Springs, Indian Springs, Pelican Spa, Artesian Bath House, Hay-Yo-Kay Hot Springs and Riverbend Hot Springs.


These are not places to swim but rather small soaking pools and spas, tile-lined in buildings built from the 1920s to the 1950s with efficiency apartments, rented rooms and both indoor and outdoor mineral baths. If the original pioneers had wacky ideas about irrigating the desert, newer neighbors also have visions.

Outside of town, Richard Branson’s Spaceport America claims to be the world’s first purpose-built commercial spaceport “designed to make space travel as accessible to everyone as air travel is today.” Maybe, but I failed to see rockets taking off, and no space aliens joined me for a stroll down Truth or Consequences’ downtown streets. But then I didn’t walk the Astronaut Walk, enter the Gateway Gallery or experience the G-shock simulator. If the second space age is dawning at Truth or Consequences, the sun is taking a long time to arise.

HHHSierra County, New Mexico, could use a little uplift. It’s the ninth poorest county in the United States, with many residents living in block after block of single-wide trailers. T or C is trying to be an arts community, but historic preservation needs momentum. Unfortunately, vintage buildings constructed during the dam-building phase were condemned and torn down between 1964 and 1978, when New Mexico State Parks poorly administered the Elephant Butte recreation area. About 150 buildings were demolished, leaving only 18 to 20, including 1940s casitas and residences for nurses in Hospital Canyon.

“There’s a lot of sadness among locals about houses that have been lost,” says Kate Halcey, who works with Neal Brown, the marina concessionaire. “We talk a lot about stewardship and getting it back to what it was for families.”

With a friend who recently moved to T or C, population around 6,000, I walked among the buildings, some near ruins, others beginning to be preserved. It’ll take time, but historic preservation of remaining structures at the century-old dam site is a worthy goal. If millionaire Richard Branson wants to go into outer space, another millionaire and local property owner, Ted Turner, has more down-to-earth ideas.

Turner has restored the 1929 Sierra Grande Lodge, which is now a high-end holistic spa with 17 rooms and a casita listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The hotel is “a luxurious sanctuary offering upscale accommodations,” but it’s more than that. Branson wants to take visitors to distant galaxies. Turner has launched Ted Turner Expeditions to bring wealthy clients to his 156,000-acre Ladder Ranch outside town. For $9,000, a party of two can have the remote ranch to themselves for three nights. It’s an intact ecosystem, and one of only three places where endangered Mexican wolves are bred for re-introduction into the wild to be placed south of the border in the Sierra Madre.

Private half-day tours are also available for Turner’s sweeping 360,000-acre Armendaris Ranch. Guides meet guests at the Sierra Grande, and for $450, exclusive visitors are taken to the Armendaris where they may glimpse a wide variety of native wildlife and introduced oryx.

HHHBack at Elephant Butte Dam this summer, water levels had dropped to the lowest they’ve been in decades to provide water downstream for Mexico, proving that climate change will affect all of us in the Southwest. Tourists visited Spaceport America, looking up and squinting into the sun, hoping that an errant flying saucer might be coming in for a landing. Back at Turner’s Sierra Grande Lodge, we had an elegant dinner and marveled at a large stained-glass window of Elephant Butte Dam, recently rescued from an antique store in El Paso, Texas. Vibrant colors shone from behind the bar.

Whatever the future of Truth or Consequences, from space visitors to high-end eco-tourists, from house boaters on Elephant Butte Lake to your average vacationer taking an afternoon soak in one of a half dozen pools, T or C will be fun to visit, especially if historic preservation succeeds in town and at the dam site.

Andrew Gulliford is a professor of history and environmental studies at Fort Lewis College. Email him at gulliford_a@fortlewis.edu.
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Artist Kate Halcey works with the Elephant Butte concessionaire to try to provide historic structures as artist-in-residencies. She is part of a wave of new residents to Truth or Consequences who love the starkness of the desert and the slower pace of life in New Mexico.
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A bronze statue representing Civilian Conservation Corps workers stands in a small park above the Elephant Butte Dam. The CCC was one of the most successful of all of President Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal programs, providing jobs and skill training for unemployed young men during the Great Depression.
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Adobe-style tourist cabins above the lake, built by the CCC before World War II, are sought after by vacationing families, but the structures need repairs and maintenance.

[image: A stained-glass representation of Elephant Butte Dam, rescued from an antique shop in El Paso, Texas, is now illuminated behind the bar at the Sierra Grande Hotel. Elephant Butte set the precedent for all subsequent Bureau of Reclamation projects, which provided irrigation and recreation across the American West.]
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A stained-glass representation of Elephant Butte Dam, rescued from an antique shop in El Paso, Texas, is now illuminated behind the bar at the Sierra Grande Hotel. Elephant Butte set the precedent for all subsequent Bureau of Reclamation projects, which provided irrigation and recreation across the American West.

[image: Originally named Hot Springs, New Mexico, Truth or Consequences has numerous soaking pools and private mineral baths in the Hot Springs Historic District near the Rio Grande River.]

Courtesy of Andrew Gulliford

Originally named Hot Springs, New Mexico, Truth or Consequences has numerous soaking pools and private mineral baths in the Hot Springs Historic District near the Rio Grande River.

[image: The Elephant Butte Dam Site Marina has slips for 200 boats. The rock formation to the left of the photograph seems to resemble an elephant, hence the name. Elephant Butte set the precedent for all subsequent Bureau of Reclamation projects, which provided irrigation and recreation across the American West.]
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The Elephant Butte Dam Site Marina has slips for 200 boats. The rock formation to the left of the photograph seems to resemble an elephant, hence the name. Elephant Butte set the precedent for all subsequent Bureau of Reclamation projects, which provided irrigation and recreation across the American West.

[image: Media mogul and ardent conservationist Ted Turner has bought and restored the 1929 Sierra Grande Hotel. Visiting guests can also tour his vast New Mexican ranches, including the Armendaris at 360,000 acres and the Ladder Ranch at 156,000 acres.]
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Media mogul and ardent conservationist Ted Turner has bought and restored the 1929 Sierra Grande Hotel. Visiting guests can also tour his vast New Mexican ranches, including the Armendaris at 360,000 acres and the Ladder Ranch at 156,000 acres.

[image: A superb stained glass representation of Elephant Butte Dam, rescued from an antique shop in El Paso, Texas, is now illuminated behind the bar at the Sierra Grande Hotel.]

Courtesy of Andrew Gulliford

A superb stained glass representation of Elephant Butte Dam, rescued from an antique shop in El Paso, Texas, is now illuminated behind the bar at the Sierra Grande Hotel.

[image: In the quiet cove of Hospital Canyon, stone houses, which may once have been residences for nurses, are slowly undergoing stabilization and restoration, but much work needs to be done both inside and outside. Marina employees are dedicated to saving these structures, which represent some of the last of the original buildings at the dam site.]
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In the quiet cove of Hospital Canyon, stone houses, which may once have been residences for nurses, are slowly undergoing stabilization and restoration, but much work needs to be done both inside and outside. Marina employees are dedicated to saving these structures, which represent some of the last of the original buildings at the dam site.

[image: A CCC logo stands out on one of the adobe-style casitas just above the dam site marina. Many historic buildings have been demolished over the years, and others need repairs and renovation.]

Courtesy of Andrew Gulliford

A CCC logo stands out on one of the adobe-style casitas just above the dam site marina. Many historic buildings have been demolished over the years, and others need repairs and renovation.
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Hidalgo County receives prestigious 'Best Practices Award' for GPS program

[bookmark: _GoBack]BY MICHELLE VARGAS KGBT-TV WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23RD 2016 

The Texas Association of Counties presented Hidalgo County with a prestigious Best Practices Award on Tuesday.

Thanks to the program, Hidalgo County reduced fuel costs by $25,000, cracked down on speeding by county employees and cut the number of hours that government vehicles spent idle -- all moves that saved taxpayers money.

The Association of Counties presented the award to Hidalgo County and County Operations Administrator J. Chris Treviño on Tuesday morning at Commissioners Court.

"Your vehicle GPS program, which was nominated to receive an award this year, is an outstanding program that I think serves the citizens and taxpayers of Hidalgo County very well," said Rick Avery, a county relations officer with the Association of Counties.

Treviño thanked the County Executive Officer Valde Guerra and county departments for participating in the GPS program.

"Without their buy-in into this program, we would not have been able to achieve the success that we have," Treviño said.

Past winners of the award include former County Judge J.D. Salinas, former County Commissioner Hector "Tito" Palacios, the International Boundary and Water Commission and the U.S. Border Patrol for cooperating on the border fence-levee project; County Clerk Arturo Guajardo Jr., who received the award for a records management program; and Treviño's father, former Hidalgo County Sheriff Guadalupe "Lupe" Treviño, who won the award twice.
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For full story: 

http://valleycentral.com/news/local/hidalgo-county-receives-prestigious-best-practices-award-for-gps-program




IBWC Stands Firm on Property Dispute in Zapata, Homeowners Must Move

KRGV-TV Posted: Nov 29, 2016 10:17 PM MST Updated: Nov 29, 2016 10:17 PM MST
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ZAPATA - The federal government met face-to-face with 27 property owners in Zapata who are told their homes are on government land.

CHANNEL 5 NEWS reported last week how the International Boundary and Water Commission announced residents had only two weeks to move off the property.

Many of them came to Falcon Lake to a mobile home park to retire. They said they’re adamant about moving.

IBWC met with owners to explain their position Tuesday night. Zapata resident Lehman Justice said they invested in the property they currently live in.

 “This is our homes that you’re talking about. You’re telling us to get off of,” he said.

Another resident, Joanne Olson, said the property line cuts right through her living room.

“There are a number of us who are disabled. A number who are on a fixed income, and they’ve invested a lot of their life savings in the places that they have,” Justice said.

In the meeting, residents questioned why the issue arose until now. Some said they’ve been living in the area for decades.

The agency said they fall within a flood boundary of Falcon Lake. They informed it was only discovered recently.

“We went out and surveyed the entire Falcon Reservoir and noticed that there were substantial encroachments along the entire reservoir,” an IBWC representative said. “If it were one home, I would understand that. But there are, from what we can tell, between 300 and 400 violations along the United States’ side of the reservoir.”

The agency said each home impedes the capacity of the reservoir to hold the water it was designed for.

“What they did was dredge material from the reservoir, backfill it and create kind of an island into the reservoir and then put the home on top of it. So, all of that dirt is displacing capacity in the reservoir,” said the representative.

Residents said it’s little comfort knowing they have to leave in less than two months.

“It’s probably going to take $10,000 to tear everything down from around the mobile and then move it to another location, plus the price of the other location,” Justice said.

IBWC offered to talk to each homeowner, but said they won’t be changing its position.

“They told me I gotta leave, yes. But they haven’t escorted me off, and that’s what they’re going to have to do,” Justice said. 

The agency said the meeting was an opportunity for them to give information and get information from residents. They said they'll go back to their main offices and take it from there. 

Count on CHANNEL 5 NEWS for more details as they become available.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Full story/video: http://www.krgv.com/story/33822034/ibwc-meets-with-zapata-property-owners-over-land-dispute
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