








5. According to your own “Criteria for Construction Activities within the Limits of USIBWC
Floodways™:
“License or permit is required from the USIBWC for any proposed activities crossing or
encroaching upon the floodplains of the USIBWC Flood Control projects and Rights-Of-
Way.”

Response - The letter of no objection issued by the USIBWC to DHS is in aceordance with the
criteria referenced.

6. These proposed DHS activities appear to fit this requirement precisely, so why then has
USIBWC not required a license or permit?

Response- The area of these fence segments does not lie within USIBWC owned property,
therefore USIBWC has no statutory authority to issue licenses, permits, or written approval
regarding the use of this land. Further, given the fact that the Department of Homeland
Security/Customs and Border Protection is a Federal agency, USIBWC does not have
authority to engage in licenses or permits with them.

I appreciate your interest, and should you have additional questions, please contact Principal
Engineer John L. Merino at 915-832-4749.

Sincerely,

/ Edward Drusina, P.E.
Commissioner





