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April 5,2017 SWE Total Precip March 15,2016 SWE Total Precip

Basin %Avg %Avg %Avg %Avg

Rio Chama 146 136 78 85 

Upper Rio Grande 125 109  87 88  
Sangre De Cristo Mtn
Range 105 108  90 107  

Jemez River  Basin 76  108 69 101 

NRCS – RG Basin Reports

* = Analysis may not provide a valid measure of conditions



Upper Rio Grande Basin
Upper Rio Grande – 9,400 ft



Wolf Creek Summit





EL NIÑO/SOUTHERN OSCILLATION (ENSO)

DIAGNOSTIC DISCUSSION

March 9, 2017
ENSO Alert System Status: Not active
Synopsis: ENSO-neutral conditions are favored to continue through at least 
the Northern Hemisphere spring 2017, with increasing chances for El Niño 
development into the fall.
ENSO-neutral conditions continued during February, with near-average sea 
surface temperatures (SSTs) across the central equatorial Pacific and above-
average SSTs in the eastern Pacific 

Most models predict the continuation of ENSO-neutral (3-month average Niño-3.4 
index between -0.5°C and 0.5°C) through the early Northern Hemisphere summer 
(May-July).  However, some dynamical model forecasts, including the NCEP 
CFSv2, anticipate an onset of El Niño as soon as the late Northern Hemisphere 
spring (March-May 2017). 











USGS 08313000 RIO GRANDE AT OTOWI 
BRIDGE, NM 

USGS 08359500 RIO GRANDE AT 
NARROWS IN ELEPHANT BUTTE RES., NM 

Otowi -----
EB Narrows ------
Discharge in CFS
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Elephant Butte Historical Inflow
March - July Runoff

March. 2017 Forecast



2016 Rio Grande Project Operations Coordination

Projected initial allocation delivery to canal headings:
EBID April 15th

EP#1 April 4th

Mexico April 10th

Projected close of irrigation season:
EBID TBD
EP#1            TBD
Mexico          TBD







February allotment at 
32.81% of a full supply



Summary
•Total storage for the Project is 110,222 AF lower than it was the same time 
last year. Usable Project storage is 102,845 AF less than it was at the same 
time last year.

•Streamflow forecast for March at San Marcial is at  670,000 AF or 131% of 
the 30 year average.
All models indicate that La Niña will weaken, with a transition to ENSO-
neutral during the late spring or early summer 2016.  Thereafter, the chance 
of EL Niño conditions increases into the fall. Most models predict the 
continuation of ENSO-neutral (3-month average Niño-3.4 index between -
0.5°C and 0.5°C) through the early Northern Hemisphere summer (May-
July).  However, some dynamical model forecasts, including the NCEP 
CFSv2, anticipate an onset of El Niño as soon as the late Northern 
Hemisphere spring (March-May 2017). 

•2017 Rio Grande Project irrigation season started on March 31.

• Flow to El Paso arrived in 2.5 days indicating fewer losses with the river 
behaving in mid season form.



Questions?


