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Program
Goals

(Stabilize and manage the Salton Sea

to protect public health and critical

\Pacific Flyway habitat through:

-

Dust suppression projects that protect
the health of local residents

)
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Habitat and restoration projects that

benefit fish and wildlife

-
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Phase | of SSMP

- 2018 - 2028
- Cover up to 30,000 acres of exposed playa

- Establishes criteria for water delivery
infrastructure and habitat

- Utilizes design build and monitoring to be
responsive to site conditions

- Focus Areas:
- New, Alamo and Whitewater Rivers

> Air quality and dust suppression
projects




Elevation & Exposed Playa

2,260 acres of new
playa exposed in 2018

o

Predictions by SALSA2
model are consistent
with 2018 observations

o

Sea elevations stabilize
and exposed playa may
peak in the mid 2040’s




Water Quality

7

Bureau of Reclamation monitored algae,
nutrients, selenium, and dissolved
oxygen (DO) between 2004-2017
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The current salinity, measured as Total

Dissolved Solids (TDS), is 63.7 ppt,
which is consistent with modeling
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The inflow water from the New River has
issues with pathogens and nutrients.
The state and federal government are

seeking solutions.
\_
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Status of Fish

Desert pupfish are doing relatively well in some dralns
Salt Creek and Hot Mineral Spa Creek. Pupfish
population has declined in San Felipe Creek.

The 2018 catch of Salton Sea tilapia was less than half
of the 2017 catch: a historic low. B <o e ¢y

The 2018 catch saw many small-sized fish, which | 8 e onts
may lead to a greater number of fish in 2019. O 2017 sites
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Status of
Fish-Eating
Bird
Populations

Fish-eating birds are
utilizing resources
similar to past usage,
though at lower
numbers

In Spring 2016,
numbers of fish-eating
birds present at the
Salton Sea began to
fall to record lows



Fish-eating Birds by
Season and Year
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Ongoing Monitoring




DIRECTOR
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
KARLA NEMETH

CHIEF DEPUTY DIRECTOR
Cindy Messer

ASSISTANT CHIEF DEPUTY DIRECTOR
Michelle Banonis

SECRETARY

WADE CROWFOOT

UNDERSECRETARY
Thomas Gibson

ASSISTANT SECRETARY
Bruce Wilcox

CALIFORNIA NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY

1

DIRECTOR
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE

CHARLTON BONHAM

ACTING CHIEF DEPUTY DIRECTOR
Valerie Termini

OFFICE OF

DEPUTY DIRECTOR
State Water Project

Joel Ledesma

DEPUTY DIRECTOR
Integrated Watershed
Management Program

©)

OFFICE OF THE
CHIEF COUNSEL

Spencer Kenner

INLAND DESERT REGION

Leslie MacNair

GENERAL COUNSEL

Wendy Bogdan

Kristopher Tjernell

=
SALTON SEA  \_

PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE Q >

DIVISION OF

O,

DIVISION OF REGIONAL

ENVIRONMENTAL

ENGINEERING
ASSISTANCE
Jeanne Kuttel Art Hinojosa MANAGEMENT
Vivien Maisonneuve
- AGPA

Sup. Engineer
Banafsheh Behnam

Assistant Director
Erin Mellon

- Program Mgr |
- Program Mgr |
- Program Mgr |

DIVISION OF
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
Dean Messer

©
ENVIRONMENTAL /?D
3

Ted Frink

SOUTHERN
- Sup. Engineer

REGION OFFICE
Thang (Vic) Nquyen

RESTORATION BRANCH

- Senior Engineer
- Senior Engineer

BERMUDA DUNES
FIELD OFFICE

Arturo Delgado

- Sr Environmental Scientist
- 3 Environmental Scientists
- AGPA

- Technician

LEGEND

Number of Staff




Coordination & Outreach

Stakeholders

BOR agreement
> 3900 ac. dust-suppression .

Public meetings

> Previous:
> March 2018
> October 2018
> Feb 2019
> Upcoming: More interaction with
communities
> Summer 2019
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WHITEWATER RIVER
North Lake Concept

== Current and Future
Projects

iLluuibal  Current efforts: Mouth of the New, Alamo,
S ' Whitewater Rivers
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Exposed playa
— Desert Shores
Project
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Species Conservation
Habitat

Primary playa exposure zones

L Additional habitat constructed within the 10-yea
e ‘) plan, as the sea recedes:

2023

\
2028 \

* New River - 7000 acres
*  Whitewater River — 6000 acres
« Alamo River — 3500 acres

Anticipate implementing 14,900 acres of dust

suppression projects by 2028




N S AP
Approx. 7000 ac Lt

New River SCH
Approx. 3770 ac
Covering exposed playa il

in the New River area
with wetted habitat

Construction in mid
2020

1000 ac completed A
December 2021; 3770 ac
ggg&pleted December '

Additional SSMP projects
» Approx. 3250 ac




Whitewater

River S e b e SRR
Approx. 6000 Wa v Oy e
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10" HIGH BERM

/ / SALINE PUMP
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* Implementin 2023

Additional SSMP
projects

1. TOTAL PONC
2. TOTAL 10" BE
3. TOTAL 15' BE
4. TOTAL 101
5. TOTAL CAUS
SALINE PUMP 6. TOTAL RIVEI

7. TOTAL SALID

STATION
8. TOTAL RIVE

- Rumsieelind —_— = 9. TOTAL SHOF
\ IMPERIAL COUNTY 10. PERCENTA!

e Approx. 2000 acres

L
220 ACRES (ALT. F, 8' DEEP)
WATER ELEVATION = -237

NOTE:
WHITFW




Alamo River T 1
Approx. 3500 ac -

. R L v

Alamo River SCH
» Approx. 2,900 acres

* Implement in 2024

Additional SSMP
projects !

» Approx. 600 acres
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Environmental Planning and Permitting




Assess potential long-range solutions:

- Water Import proposals
- Water quality projects
- Local or Regional water sources

Long-

The Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration PEIR

Ran e preferred alternative contains these

g features: a perimeter lake, marine sea and
1 saline habitat complex

Planning ;

- Current SSMP projects will be
complementary to the creation of these
features




SSMP 10 — Year Plan Updates
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Allocated State Financial Resources

Funding Source  Amount Appropriated Agency

Proposition 50 $14 million Wildlife Conservation Board

Proposition 84 $26 million California Department of Fish and Wildlife

Proposition 1 $80 million Department of Water Resources

Proposition 68 $190 million California Natural Resources Agency




For More Information

http://resources.ca.gov/salton-sea

Bruce Wilcox
760-200-1618
Bruce.Wilcox@Resources.ca.gov
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