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Retain. Restore. Revitalize. Reconnect.
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12,000 years of rich history

Cloudy water, May 2013 Clear water, June 2014

Santa Cruz River near “A” Mountain – artist’s  
depiction in the State of the Santa Cruz River



Santa Cruz River near “A” Mountain, 1904



T. MoodySanta Cruz River near Ina Road, 2014

Santa Cruz River near 
Tumacácori, 2015





How do we document changes?
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Living River report series tracks 
improvements on Upper Santa Cruz River 

• Effluent stretch in Santa 
Cruz County

• 2008-2010 water years



Changes over between 2008-2014



Changes over between 2008-2014





Ammonia decreases



Oxygen increases





Fish return!



Gila topminnow found in 2015 and 2016 

Fish return!



Fewer miles of flow in June





Trees stressed at end of reach

August 2010



March 2010

Trees stressed at end of reach



June 2011

Trees stressed at end of reach



Jan 2016

Trees stressed at end of reach



Trees likely stable in Tubac reach



Groundwater stable in Tubac



Summary

• River health improves
• Flow extent reduced
• Community vision 
• Binational solutions



Next Steps

• SCR is a binational river
• Both countries rely upon its 

health
• Water resources
• Cultural link
• Economic development

• Long-term solutions require 
a binational dialogue



Next Steps

• Solutions are complex but 
could include:

• Addressing water quality and 
flooding concerns from 
Nogales Wash

• Uncontained sewage
• System overflows
• Stormwater contaminants

• Resolving the IOI issue
• Water conservation in U.S. 
• Restoration of habitat



Questions?
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