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Background 

• On January 12, 2016, the U.S. Section of the International Boundary and 

Water Commission held a multi-agency call on the storm water system in 

Ambos Nogales.   

 

• Issues discussed included: 

– Tunnel capacity was not designed for current or projected flows 

– There is concern regarding the condition of the Grand Tunnel 

(primarily in Mexico) 
 

• Follow up meeting was held on April 28th to develop a coordinated 

response to Mexico 

– GSA announced its plan to complete a study of the storm water 

system directly under the port 

– Agencies agreed on the need to issue a Diplomatic Note to Mexico 

raising the U.S. concerns regarding the system (sent in May) 

– Requested Mexico perform a study of their system 
 

• GSA Report was completed on September 28, 2016 



Nogales DeConcini  
Grand Avenue Tunnel Study 

Study scope of work was designed to address 4 key 

questions: 

 

1. Is there a critical deficiency directly underneath the DeConcini 

LPOE? 

 

2. Has the tunnel’s construction substantially changed since the last 

structural review in 1993? 

 

3. What work is needed at this time? 

 

4. Would a major event on the Mexican side of the tunnel affect the 

DeConcini LPOE? 



Results & Findings 

• Findings based on the 2016 Engineering Report: 

 

– The condition of the tunnel has not significantly changed since the 

1993 improvements 

 

– There is no immediate risk to the traveling public, the DeConcini Land 

Port of Entry or the tunnel 

 

– Recommends standard maintenance within the next 2 to 5 years in 

addition to long-range repairs to occur within the next 5 to 10 years.  

 

– A construction joint makes both sides of the tunnels independent of 

each other. Significant impact on the U.S. side would be unlikely 

should a failure occur on the Mexican side of the tunnel. 



Next Steps 

• As a result, GSA will: 

 

–  Identify funding and contract for the sealing of the roadway above the 

storm water tunnel to prevent further spalling in the tunnel 

 

–  Work with the City of Nogales to obtain the necessary easements and 

identify internal funds to contract to patch the areas of spalling in the 

tunnels to prevent the tunnels’ degradation of the structural elements 

 

–  Deepen the footings on southern wall (at the international border) and 

install a concrete slab on the culvert floor to enhance the tunnel 

structure 

 

–  Temporarily install signage above the number 2, 3 and 4 lanes for 

HS-10 weight limits to reflect a maximum 20,000 pound load limit in 

those lanes until the structural concrete elements are repaired and the 

concrete wall footings can be deepened (item above) 



Next Steps 

• Mexico to complete their storm water system study examining the 

condition of the Grand Avenue tunnel 

  

• GSA requests:  

• Mexico’s study results/findings be shared with GSA as soon as 

possible 

• The Mexican government consider pouring a new concrete floor on 

the storm water tunnel  

• Mexico makes all the necessary structural improvements to attain 

HS20 rating in the approach lanes to the DeConcini LPOE 



QUESTIONS? 


