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e Salton Sea Program Highlights
* Environmental Setting and Issues
e Current Program Elements

- Species Conservation Habitat (SCH)
- Salton Sea Management Program (SSMP)




PROGRAM HISTORY




# HISTORY OF STATE’S INVOLVEMENT IN THE SALTON SEA
o QSA commitment (2002)

»  As part of the 2002 Colorado River QSA agreements, and acknowledging
the significant impacts on the Salton Sea of Imperial Valley water
transfers to Coachella Valley, MWD, & SDCWA, the State agreedto
implement a Salton Sea Habitat Conservation Strategy. This plan was to
be implemented by the State over a2 15-year pericd ending in December
2017. The 5tate has not met that obligation.

= |ID filed a petition with SWRCBE on November 18, 2014 to modify the
Revised Water Rights Order (2002-13) that requires |ID to transfer
Colorado River water that would otherwise sustain the Sea. IIDis
proposing to withhold future water transfers to Q5SA beneficiaries until
the State meets its obligation.

o 2007 PEIR - Full 5ea restoration alternative (59 billion)
» State proposed a comprehensive $9 billion preferred alternative for the
Sea. The CA Legislature never appropriated any funding - no ROD.
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2013 EIR/EIS — Species Conservation Habitat project ($35 million)
= DFW is directed to develop a proof-of-concept project for fish/bird
habitat and emissive dust control using Prop 84 55 Restoration Funds.
= EIR/EIS completed in 2013
s Preferred Alternative: 3,770 acres
=  Permits obtained in 2014
o Governor's Salton Sea Task Force (2015)
= Directs CNRA to develop and implement the Salton Sea Management
Plan (SSMP)
®»  |mprove public outreach and local partnerships
»  Accelerate project delivery
*  Meet short-term goal of 9,000-12,000 ac of habitat and dust suppression
»  Meet medium-term goal of 18,000-25,000 acres of same
=  Report bi-annually to SWRCB on progress
o Proposition 1 (2016)
* CNRA lead agency for SSMP implementation
* Response to Governor’'s Task Force mandates
. DWR is |:||r|n’|E|r15.r stafflng Elgenm.r SSD mllllon EIpperrIEltlDl'l



o Stakeholder agencies
= State Water Resources Control Board
=  CAFish and Wildlife
= (CAAir Resources Board
= CARegional Water Quality Control Board
= US Fish and Wildlife (Sonny Bono NW Refuge)
= USACOE
= USBOR
= USBLM
=  (Coachella Valley WD
= |mperial Irrigation District
®» |mperial County
» Riverside County
®  Salton Sea Authority
® |ndian Tribes (Torres Martinez)

Farming Community/Cities
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Human Health Impacts - Dust Emissions

Respiratory Health Problems
Childhood Asthma

Elevated PM 10

Large Exposure Area




Typical High Wind Event



WATER QUALITY DEGRADATION

Trending toward hypersaline lake
Hydrogen sulfide burps

Algal blooms

Oxygen depletion

Fish Kills

Selenium bioaccumulation




BIOLOGICAL IMPACTS




QUANTIFYING BIRD HABITAT AT THE SALTON SEA

ORI THE STATE OF CALFORIS SELTON S MANAGEMENT FLA CRITICAL HABITAT FOR
F \§°\.‘ a 1 BIRDS

Pacific Flyway Stop Over

Shore Birds

Fish-Eating Birds
Special Status Resident Birds
Breeding/Resting/Feeding Habitat
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Photo by Jennifer Boyer

Technical Report
November 23, 2016
By

Audubon California Andrea Jones, Katie Krieger
Point Blue Conservation Science Leo Salas, Nathan Elliott
Cooper Ecological Monitoring, Inc. Daniel 5. Cooper

Submitted to the California Natural Resources Agency

Point Blue
J’\Udub()ﬂ Conservation

CALIFORNIA Science



WHITE WATER Imigation Drains
RIVER

FISHERY RESOURCES

RIVERSIDE COUNTY 4 RIVERSIDE COUNTY
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[ ] Figurs 3.2-2
| Distribution of Desert Pupfish and Designated Critical
Hi

4 abitat Around the Salton Sea, California
\ (Adapted from UCLA, 1983}

° Figumm 27. The desert pupfish, Cyprinodon maeularius Baird and Girard. Male
] above, female below. Photo after R. R. Miller (1943).
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CURRENT PROGRAM ELEMENTS

® Species Conservation Habitat

¢ Salton Sea 10-yr Management Plan




SPECIES CONSERVATION HABITAT

® Goals and Objectives
® Funding
e Status/Schedule

e Critical path activities










SCH OPERATIONS
Salinity in Ponds

Tilapia survival SURVIVAL AND REPRODUCTION TOLERATE

Emergent SUPRESS MOST VEGETATION
vegetation

Selenium Loading MORE RISK LESS RISK
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SPECIES CONSERVATION HABITAT
ALTERNATIVE 3
2016 IMAGERY
— Dredging Spoils Disposal Area
Force Main
Material Stockpile Areas
New River Levee Improvements
Habitat Islands

Berms, Channels, Sed Basin, DD, Grading
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SALTON SEA MANAGEMENT PLAN
10-YEAR PLAN

® Goals and Objectives
® Funding
e Status/Schedule

e Critical path activities
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alton Sea Management Program (2018 - 2028)
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Legend
Area for Habitat and Dust Migitation 2018-2023 (11,790 acres)
Area for Habitat and Dust Mitigation 2023-2028 (14,430 acres)
[] Potential Reclaimed Agricultural Land (2018-2023)
Water Management Pond 2023-2028 (400 acres) W
:l Water Management Pond (3,450 acres)
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d
Supply Canal

= Saline Pipeline <
. Area for Habitat and Dust Mitigation 2018-2023 (3,460 acres)
Area for Habitat and Dust Mitigation 2023-2028 (4,500 acres)
D Water Management Pond 2018-2023 (500 acres)
Water Management Pond 2023-2028 (400 acres)
D Potential Reclaimed Land for Agricultural Use
]:| SCH/Water Management Pond (640 acres)

E Sediment Basin
Miles
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Phase | Ten Year Implementation &
Evaluation/ Development of Plans for Long Range Management

2016

2016 2018-2019 2023-2028

* On-Call consultant * Construction of New River e Construct backbone for 2023-2028

e Land use agreements backbone

* Implement DOI MOU Dust suppression projects

Torres- Martinez project

2017 Design of Alamo River backbone
Public outreach Evaluation of perimeter lake
Funding sources
IID participation
Complete hydrology e Construction of habitat & dust
Science Committee suppression (north & south)
evaluation of projects e Construction of Alamo River
Develop design criteria backbone
Fund construction RHB e Design/plan infrastructure
Dust suppression
D/B RFQ for Backbone 2022

D/B RFQ for habitat * Complete backbone design
SCH 2023-2028 both rivers

Torres-Martinez project * Continue habitat & dust
Regulatory compliance suppression projects

exposure (both rivers)

Construct habitat and dust
suppression projects on exposed
playa

Implementation of later
2020-2021 management phases




REGULATORY COMPLIANCE

CEQA/NEPA

U.S. Army Corps 404

Regional Water Quality Control Board 401
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Section 7 Consultation
(Biological Opinion)

CA Department Fish & Game 1600 and 2081







