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• Salton Sea Program Highlights
• Environmental Setting and Issues
• Current Program Elements

• Species Conservation Habitat (SCH)
• Salton Sea Management Program (SSMP)
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PROGRAM HISTORY
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ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING
AND
ISSUES
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Respiratory Health Problems
Childhood Asthma
Elevated PM 10
Large Exposure Area

Human Health Impacts ‐ Dust Emissions
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WATER QUALITY DEGRADATION

Trending toward hypersaline lake
Hydrogen sulfide burps
Algal blooms
Oxygen depletion
Fish Kills
Selenium bioaccumulation
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BIOLOGICAL IMPACTS
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CRITICAL HABITAT FOR
BIRDS

Pacific Flyway Stop Over
Shore Birds
Fish‐Eating Birds

Special Status Resident Birds
Breeding/Resting/Feeding Habitat
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 Desert Pupfish ‐ Protected

 Tilapia – Food Resource

FISHERY RESOURCES
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Species Conservation Habitat

Salton Sea 10‐yr Management Plan

CURRENT PROGRAM ELEMENTS
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 Goals and Objectives

 Funding

 Status/Schedule

 Critical path activities

SPECIES CONSERVATION HABITAT
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 Goals and Objectives

 Funding

 Status/Schedule

 Critical path activities

SALTON SEA MANAGEMENT PLAN
10‐YEAR PLAN
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2016 2018 2023 2028

Phase  I Ten Year Implementation & 
Evaluation/ Development of Plans for Long Range Management 

2016
• On‐Call consultant 
• Land  use agreements
• Implement DOI MOU

2017
• Public outreach
• Funding sources
• IID participation
• Complete hydrology
• Science Committee  

evaluation of projects
• Develop design criteria
• Fund construction  RHB
• Dust suppression 
• D/B RFQ for Backbone
• D/B RFQ for habitat
• SCH
• Torres‐Martinez project
• Regulatory compliance

2018‐2019
• Construction of New River 

backbone 
• Dust suppression projects 
• Torres‐Martinez project
• Design of Alamo River backbone
• Evaluation of perimeter lake

2020‐2021
• Construction of habitat & dust 

suppression  (north & south)
• Construction of Alamo River 

backbone
• Design/plan  infrastructure

2022
• Complete  backbone design 

2023‐2028 both rivers
• Continue habitat & dust 

suppression projects

2023‐2028
• Construct  backbone for 2023‐2028 

exposure (both rivers)
• Construct habitat and dust 

suppression projects on exposed 
playa

• Implementation of later 
management phases
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REGULATORY COMPLIANCE
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 CEQA/NEPA 
 U.S. Army Corps 404
 Regional Water Quality Control Board 401
 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Section 7 Consultation 

(Biological Opinion)
 CA Department Fish & Game 1600 and 2081
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