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Transboundary Aquifer Agreements

» 1973- IBWC Minute 242- Resolution No. 6- both countries shall
consult with each other prior to undertaking any new development
of surface or groundwater (related to Colorado River salinity)

» 1997- IBWC Joint Report- Information exchange in El Paso, Texas
and Ciudad Juarez Chihuahua Area Aquifer

» 2006- Public Law 109-448- Transboundary Aquifer Assessment
Program (TAAP)

» 2009- IBWC Joint Report- Cooperative process for the TAAP



2009 IBWC Joint Report- Terms of Reference

» Joint goals/objectives

» Establishes the process

» Funding

» Principals of the agreement

» Use of information
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Mesilla Bolson- Conejos Medanos Aquifer
Accomplishments

0000

» Hydrogeologic Activities report
(SGM)
» Updated model, literature and data

compilation, water chemistry,

hydraulic connections between |
basins (NMWRRI/TXWRI)




San Pedro and Santa Cruz Aquifers
Accomplishments

*Integrated binational reports for both aquifers

Background Studies of two Einatmnal Watersheds fﬁ Estudms de []us Euannas Blnaclnnales Aitwpsilentas

WHY IS THIS WORK BEING DONE?

Thie 3. and Maxica share water resources from severdl hasins that
span across the internations! border Yet there is o treaty regarding
the managament of groundwater from these shared aguifers. Beth
countrizs would benefit from a mory complete, scian ific
undarstanding shout thezs aquifer systems

WHO AUTHORIZED THIS EFFORT?

The Trarboundary Agefer Assessmant Act (L3 Publc Low 109-448)
wag signed by the President of the Unzed States on Decomber 22
2005, Mexico's eollaboration in the progeam was formalized through 3
Juiet Report sigrad by the Pringipal Enginesrs of the Imernational
Houndary and Water Commission (1EWC) onAugust 19, 2002 The IEWC
is providing the Framewark for (15 Mesico coondinstion and dislogue
o implament the studies.

WHICH AQUIFERS ARE BEING STUDIED?
4 total of tour prisrity aquiters wers initially identiied in the feders|
Tngislation. Two are keated in the Arizs

The two nlhc'wa:nrsheds tlm are :urmn\h' p.m af the program ara:
Huseco Beboon Aquifur near El Paso/Ciudad Juaree
Mesilla/ Corejos-Hedanos Agafur at the New Heacu-Chihushua border

WHO IS DOING THE RESEARCH?

Tha U3, Gaological Survey (USG3) s the laad 1LS. agency for the
(Irited Statas. For the Arizona-Sonora shadies, the University of
Arizna's Water Resources Research Conter sarves as its lead
partner, Counterpart research imsthutions in New Heeico and Taxas
similarky arg co-leads For abforts in thair states.

WHO IS DOING THE WORK IN MEXICO?

Huxico's National Water Commission (CONABU) is the bead faderal
aguricy and the Uniersity of Sanors (UNISON) Department of Gedlogy
it their partrer in this region

HOW IS THIS BEING FUNDED?

Tha U3, Congress authorized a total of $50 million during the
pregram’s tan-year life which ends in 2008 Howaver, by 2017  total of
anly §2 million had heen approprizted for 3 four of the priorit
aquifers. Mmdco has also provided funding for actwities within 25 own
territary.

“ Water Resources
'l Research Center
I University of Arizona

wrrc.arizona.edu/taap

THE UNIVERSITY 3
5o BUSGS |

seience bor s changing wevid

CONAGUA

:PORQUE SE ESTA HACIENDO ESTE TRABAJO?

Mesicoy los Estades Unidos comparten aguas de varias cusncas que
atravinsan la frontera intermacional. Pere no existe un tratado sobre la
gustion de bz aguas sublerrineas en vstos suferos compartides. Un
mayor conesimienty cientifico sobre estos sistemas acuiferes seria de
beneficio para ambus paises,

JOUIEN AUTORIZO ESTE ESFUERZO?

El Prasidente de oz EEUU, firme ol Acta para b Evalucion de Acuiferes
Transfromerizos (Lo Ley Poblica do los EE.LU. 109-448) on ol 22 do
Dicaembre. 2006 La colaboracitn du Néwico so formalizd a e
Reporte Conpata firmada por los Inganizras Prinsipales da ks iin
Internacional de Limkes y Aqua (CILAY an el 19 da Agosto, 2004, La Illﬁ.
sirve como &l marco para la coordinacidn y el didlogo México-Estados
Unidos para implemantar los estudios.

;CUALES ACUIFEROS SE ESTAN ESTUDIANDO?

Un tatal de cuatrn acuiferns prioritarios fueron identificados inicialmante

on | bagislacion federal Eas «stdn ubicados en la region Sonora-Arizona:
/Ko

Las otras dos cuencas gue murte forman parte dul programa son:
Acuifern Hueeo Bolson cerca do Ciudad Juaree/H Paso
Acubero Congjos-Médanos/Mesils en la frontera Chikushua-Hueve Meico

;QUIEN ESTA HACIENDO LAS INVESTIGACIONES?

El Servicin Geoldgive de lus Estados Unidos (USES] es s sgencis principal
do los BEUL Pars los estudios Sonora-Arizees, of Centro de Investigacisn
dal Reursa Aqua (WERL) de la Universidad da Arizana cirva coma su
socio principal, Asimisma instituciones comtragartes on Nusvo Mévico
Teonss son organismus co-principales para los esfueroos enesos estades.

JOLHEN ESTA TRABAJANDO EN MEXICO?

La Ceemisian Nacional del Aqua [CONAGUA) e la agencia principal y el
[lepartamentn de Gieologta de |2 Universidad de Sonora s su socio an
nsta regiin.

JCOMO SE ESTA FINANCIANDO?

El Congresa de bos EEUUL Autorizd un gasto total de §50 millienes durants
lawida dul programs que termina en 2016, S embargo. hasta 2002 wn
tatal de solamantz §7 milliones habian sido destinadas para los custro
acuiteros prioritari. Méxco también ha dedicadn financiamierto para
actividades dentro de su propio territorio
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Background

» Legal obligation for the USIBWC to restore habitat within the
Canalization Project

» Similar objectives have been discussed in the Colorado River and
Rio Grande binational work groups

» Water rights are needed for environmental sites



Water Rights Transaction Program

» Research water rights
» ldentify opportunities and constraints (groundwater or surface
water)

» Develop agreements for water transfers
o Multi-institutional conditions

o Other regulatory requirements

» Provide assurances to protect water rights
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Crow Canyon

Restoration Site w2
» 271 acre site
» Located north of Hatch,
New Mexico
» Work proposed- change

management strategy,

remove saltcedar, plant

native plants (willows and
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Treated saltcedar

Willow habitat is growing and expanding
within the site
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Next Steps

» Continue to work on water rights transaction program
» Implement alternative management strategies within project area

» Complete comprehensive river management plan
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GRACIAS / THANK You

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

GILBERT ANAYA
(915) 832-4702
GGANAYA@IBWC.GOV
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