TEXAS CLEAN RIVERS PROGRAM FOR THE RIO GRANDE BASIN
LOWER RIO GRANDE COORDINATED MONITORING MEETING
June 1, 2020

1:30 PM
Skype Teleconference

MEETING MINUTES

Meeting Participants

Leslie Grijalva, USIBWC Clean Rivers Kelly Rodibaugh, TCEQ Clean Rivers
Terra Lindgren, TCEQ Surface Water Quality Raul Montemayor, USIBWC Mercedes
Jose Bazaldua, USIBWC Mercedes Dr. Jungseok Ho, UTRGV-Edinburg

BPUB: Vicente Guerrero, Ramon Saenz, Julian Alvarado, Gabriel Coronado, Juan Mendoza

Meeting Notes:

Leslie Grijalva began meeting with a brief welcome and introduction.

We learned that Chris Caudle, normally in attendance for TCEQ Harlingen SWQM, has retired.

Need to follow up and find out who the proper contact is now for SWQM at TCEQ Harlingen.
0 Followed up. Currently the TCEQ Harlingen SWQM contact is Francisco Chavero.

Leslie went straight into the 303d list of impairments and concerns for this region (2020 IR).

0 Segment 2301 has no impairments, concerns for bacteria, chlorophyll-a, nitrate and
depressed dissolved oxygen.

0 Segment 2302: Impairment for bacteria. Concerns for ammonia, chlorophyll-a and
depressed dissolved oxygen

0 Segment 2302A: Impaired for bacteria, concerns for chlorophyll-a and depressed
dissolved oxygen.

Data gaps: There are still some data gap between Station 13184 and 13664, and between
15808 and 13179.

0 Map didn’t have TCEQ stations, can we please make sure maps next year have TCEQ
stations?

Mercedes: Pharr station is inaccessible during and after rains. Is there any way that UTRGV
could pick up Station 131777

0 Mercedes said the Brownsville station is very far for them. Would UTRGV be able to pick
this one up? Dr. Ho stated yes.

UTRGV- Edinburg: Currently not collecting due to COVID-19. Dr. Ho stated that many of his
students that led the sampling have graduated or will be graduation soon, and it is getting
harder to have two teams going out. He wanted to know if they might be able to hand off the
Arroyo los Olmos stations to someone else. They are willing to pick up Station 13177.

O Station 16288 has become very steep and is no longer safe to sample. Have been unable
to collect here for the last three sampling events. May have to drop this if no other
access point is found.

O Station 21591: Access to the station is tricky. Students have been saying it’s too hard to
get to the water.



0 Would someone else be able to pick up the Arroyo los Olmos stations? Falcon Dam
collects at ALO, but we would have to speak to them at the Middle CMM first.

e BPUB: No changes or issues. No new accreditations. Please send data request to Vicente
Guerrero and Ramon Saenz.

0 Would they be willing to run Enterro analysis on the two tidal stations? It’s two (maybe
one site if 16288 is dropped) stations, quarterly. Yes, they would be willing to run this
for us.

= They would want to go out with them when collecting, to see the sampling
technique. Leslie said she would send them the SWQM manual. Dr. Ho said they
had no issues with them going out together when sampling resumes.

e Space X: There was an explosion at the Boca Chica launch site this past weekend (May 29,
2020). The Boca Chica site (Station 13176) is slightly downstream and across from this area. It
will be interesting to see what the data will show.

e Leslie went over coordinated monitoring schedule.

0 USIBWC Mercedes Field Office: Want to hand station 13177 over to UTRGV. UTRGV said
they could sample here.

0 UTRGV- Edinburg: Willing to pick up Station 13177. Want to hand over Stations 13103,
13104, 21591, 21749 to another partner, possibly Falcon. Will need to speak with Falcon
at the Middle CMM.

0 BPUB: NO changes.

0 TCEQ: According to Francisco Chavero via email follow up, no changes to their schedule.

e Leslie went over the 2020 Basin Highlights Report. It will be put out soon, and an email will go
out with the link. You will be able to find it on the USIBWC CRP webpage.

e Meeting adjourned at 11:45 am.

Training Participants
Jose Bazaldua, USIBWC Mercedes
Raul Montemayor, USIBWC Mercedes

Meeting Notes:

e Went over the handouts of partner issues with them.
e Provided needed sensors and supplies.

e Addressed any supply needs from the partners.



1:30

1:35

1:50

2:10

2:20

2:30

AGENDA

Welcome and Introductions

Discussion of various water quality topics
e Discussion of TCEQ’s Integrated Report/303d list
e |dentification of water quality issues, data gaps, and sources of pollution

Monitoring Schedule
e Discussion of statewide Coordinated Monitoring Schedule (CMS)
http://cms.lcra.org/ - current and FY 2021 monitoring
e Potential new sites and site changes

Ongoing research and projects
e Any projects or research in the Lower Rio Grande Valley

Other announcements and information
e 2020 Basin Highlights Report for the Rio Grande Basin

e Any other items

Final comments and adjourn

USIBWC CRP Partner Meeting - Required

e Discuss any issues with equipment, if any

e Answer questions and review monitoring procedures on USIBWC YSI
multiprobe Standard Operating Procedures for maintenance and calibration
of the YSI ProDSS

e Review of Field form, Chain of Custody forms, Cooler Shipment Procedures

e [ssue replacement parts for YSI ProDSS to partners, as needed, and go over
procedures for replacing them.

Adjourn partner meeting




