TEXAS CLEAN RIVERS PROGRAM
FOR THE RIO GRANDE BASIN

PECOS RIVER COORDINATED MONITORING MEETING

March 17, 2015
1:00 p.m. —4:00 p.m.
3600 N. Garfield, Midland, TX 79705

AGENDA
Meeting Participants

Michael McCullough, PCWID #3, RG Env. Flow Committee
Hilary Cosby, TCEQ Midland Regional Office

Jason Blackledge, TCEQ Midland Regional Office
Rajesh Roy, TCEQ Midland Regional Office

Leslie Grijalva, USIBWC Clean Rivers Program
Marty Kelly, TPWD-Austin

Robin Cypher, TCEQ SWQM

Patrick Dearen, Pecos River Resolution Corporation
Greg Larson, Midland College

Sarah Eagle, TCEQ Clean Rivers Program

Andres Garcia, USIBWC Clean Rivers Program

Aron Balok, PVACD

Sam Hermitte, TWDB

Darryl Dippel, Private Landowner

Ernest Woodward, Private Landowner

Meeting Notes:

e Participants introduced themselves and Andres gave an introduction to the meeting.
e Greg Larson presented,” Effects of Independence Creek Inflow on Pecos River Water
Quality”
0 The two CRP Pecos stations are included.
e Greg asked why TCEQ is no longer monitoring for TDS.
0 Robin: TCEQ Stds Team and SWQM made the decision based on funding cuts. They
do specific conductance and multiply by coefficient of .65.
0 CRP collects TDS.
e Pecos County Water District #3 (Mr. Woodward) distributes irrigation waters to the
landowners in Pecos County.



0 Asked to present data that showed detrimental effects of Red Bludd Reservoir
releases on the Pecos River. Different sites along the Pecos, don’t know how often
they’re sampling, with what, etc.

0 Land owners don’t want this water on their property (salinity too high for irrigation).
Above 6,500 uS is unacceptable for land owners.

0 Say that Red Bluff should be regulating more.

0 Leslie explained that we understood their concerns, but the CMM was the wrong
meeting to present their data. Suggested they attend the Pecos Compact
Commission meeting in El Paso in April.

Patrick Dearen’s book (Bitter Waters: The Struggle of the Pecos River) has been released.
Mr. Dearen gave a presentation on his book.

Sam Hermitte: Working on Pecos River Watershed Assessment. Gave update on salt loading
and pumping. Pumping has decreased the salt loading by 20%.

0 Have created a web viewer, but it is still not available to the public. It will show
sampling sites, data, etc.

Average specific conductance for the entire Pecos is 10,800 uS (most recent 7 years of
data), from most downstream station to Red Bluff Reservoir.
TCEQ Midland

0 Coyanosa: Semi-volatiles in sediment (quarterly) done this year. Leave on the
schedule for FY17.

0 Everything else stays the same, no changes.

= 13265 (Orla)
= 2 stations at Red Bluff
» 13257 (Girvin)
= 13249
CWQM stations on the Pecos are administered by USGS- San Angelo.

0 9 stations from Red Bluff to RG, 8 in TX, 1 in NM.

0 Datais current (11:00 am this morning on the website)

Gaging stations: As far as anyone at the meeting knows, USGS is still operating all of them.
Some stations were damaged by the flood and are still being repaired. Some are considered
low flow stations and don’t record past 225 cfs, so they did not record above that during the
flood.

Greg: No changes for FY17.

Middle Pecos: San Andreas Aquifer Project: Contamination of Pecos River by San Andreas
wells (artesian wells)

0 Michael will send me hydrology data from one of the local hydrologists (Dr.
Vandeveer)

TPWD: Study looking at the Pecos pupfish, from Orla to Rillito.
Tx Comptroller is leading the group of the Endangered Species task Force

0 Why isn’t this TPWD or TCEQ?

Michael McCullough: Some of the monies won in the lawsuit between NM and TX should be
given to universities so that they could do more projects like Greg’s.
What does the IBWC think of the Pecos’ contribution to flows in the Rio Grande?

0 Leslie answered that she is not knowledgeable on flows, as that’s covered by a

different department in the IBWC. Clean Rivers is water quality only.



e Leslie discussed that there is only one impairment, for depressed dissolved oxygen, in the
Upper Pecos. There are several concerns in both the Upper and Lower Pecos, including
harmful algal blooms, bacteria, and nutrients.

e Michael M.: About the concern for algal blooms- are you saying you are predicting algal
blooms?

0 Robin Cypher answered: TCEQ uses the TPWD Kills and Spills Team’s fish kill reports
in our assessments. If an algal bloom has been reported, we look at the frequency
and extent of the kill, and the assessor makes a judgement call on whether or not to
consider it a concern. However, once it’s a concern, it is carried forward because
there is not enough supporting data to remove it.

e Michael M: Will the IBWC be attending the Pecos Compact Commission meeting in El Paso

on April 12th?

0 Leslie stated yes, CRP would be giving a presentation, but that it would not be what
he was expecting. The presentation requested was 15 minutes on the CRP’s
activities in the Pecos.

Adjourned formal meeting at 1500.

Agenda
1:00 Welcome/Introductions
1:10 Update on Pecos River studies, projects, and Watershed Protection Plan
1:30 TCEQ Continuous Water Quality Monitoring Stations
1:40 Pecos Compact Commission Meeting in El Paso, TX in April 2016
e CRPison the agenda to present
2:00 TCEQ Watershed Action Planning Process
e Discussion of TCEQs Integrated Report/303d list
e |dentification of water quality issues, data gaps, sources
2:20 Monitoring Schedule
e Discussion of statewide Coordinated Monitoring Schedule (CMS)
http://cms.Icra.org/ - current and FY 2017 monitoring
e Potential future projects and potential new sites
2:50 Other announcements and information
e 2016 Basin Highlights Report for the Rio Grande Basin
e Current or ongoing projects of interest in the basin
3:00 Final comments and adjourn

3:30 USIBWC CRP Partner Refresher Training and Monitoring Guidance Updates



Answer questions and review monitoring procedures on USIBWC YSI

multiprobe Standard Operating Procedures for maintenance and calibration,
as needed

e Discuss new sampling equipment that will be issued to partners.

4:00 Adjourn refresher training portion




