TEXAS CLEAN RIVERS PROGRAM
FOR THE RIO GRANDE BASIN

PECOS RIVER COORDINATED MONITORING MEETING

March 25, 2014
1:00 p.m. —4:00 p.m.
9900 W IH-20, Suite 100, Midland, Texas

AGENDA
Meeting Participants

Michael McCullough, Rio Grande Environmental Flow Committee
Heather Moore, TCEQ Midland Regional Office
Leslie Grijalva, USIBWC Clean Rivers Program

Lisa Ramirez, USIBWC Clean Rivers Program
Michael Edmiston, TCEQ Midland Regional Office
Rick Tate, Pecos River Compact

Christine Kolbe, TCEQ SWQM

Patrick Dearen, Pecos River Resolution Corporation
Greg Larson, Midland College

Sarah Eagle, TCEQ Clean Rivers Program

Darryl L. Dippel, Pandale Landowners

On Phone: Lucas Gregory, TWRI

Meeting Notes:

e Participants introduced themselves and Lisa gave an introduction to the meeting.
e Patrick Dearen from the Pecos River Resolution Corporation looking at human impacts and
solutions along entire Pecos River. The corporation has authored a 63,000 word manuscript

on this subject and it is looking for a publication home.

e TCEQ Regional office contact said that the Orla site has become unsafe. The traffic on the
bridge has increased and access to the bank for sampling will be required. However, if bank
access cannot be secured the site will be discontinued from the monitoring schedule. More

updates to follow. No changes to any other TCEQ stations.

e Each participant that had updates presented on projects existing or completed in the past

year.

0 Michael M. of RG Environmental Flow Committee updated group to the recent well
discoveries made. These wells are free flowing oil wells. Pollutants are entering the
Pecos River. The organization is trying to stimulate interest in plugging these new
wells. If the Railroad Commission thinks it is a water well they do nothing but if

evidence shows it is an oil well it will be plugged eventually.



O Lucas G. of TWRI gave a thorough update on various projects.
= Watershed Protection Plan has many projects wrapping up. Watershed
Implementation Project ran from Sep 09-13. It developed 16 water quality
plans covering 190 acres using various strategies. Some of these have been
implemented others have not.
=  Goal to spray salt cedar but did not spray on river as it was already treated.
Plan focused on untreated areas.
= 2,158 acres of salt cedar have been sprayed in total as of date of meeting.
Any acres that remain untreated are due to landowner not being interested
or the area being inaccessible by helicopter. 1,775 acres of salt cedar left to
be sprayed at this time.
= Biological controls have done well in the Pecos River against salt cedar. Tree
mortality is seen due to the influence of the beetles. Beetles now exist all
along the Trans-Pecos Region.
= 35 River miles were burned using controlled burning while 200 River miles
was the goal. This was not done for various reasons. 90% of the dead plant
material was removed.
= Pecos River Mgt System online tool is up. This will show current and past
implementations strategies. http://pecosbasin.tamu.edu/map/
= Also working on a project using Electromagnetic strategy to access salinity
levels in the Pecos. 16% of land approved for fly overs. Push back from land
owners led to project demise.
= Monthly updates sent out by Lucas if want to be added send email to
Ifgregory@ag.tamu.edu
0 Dearen asked what the general range of the beetles were in the salt cedar efforts.
Lucas answered that the beetle now widely ranges from Las Cruces to Del Rio,
maybe Falcon area, Pecos River up to Carlsbad.
0 Dearen asked if canoe access would work for the EM project. Lucas said it might and
it hadn’t been considered yet.
0 Dearen asked if lining the river with a substance as a strategy. Lucas said hadn’t
considered this but it would be a huge undertaking and cost too much.
O USACOE study of the Pecos is just kicking off.
0 Michael M. mentioned that there is a plant material center in the process of
establishing at Alpine, TX. This is work involving Texas A&M Kingsville and Sul Ross
State University. Maybe use these grasses as bar ditches, low maintenance and low
growth. Michael M. wanted to let USIBWC know this is developing to help with soil
stabilization efforts and the project is looking for support.
Chris Kolbe, TCEQ, reported that funding exists for all current CWQM sites for at least the
next few years. The site at Orla would be the first to be discontinued as it consistently does
not have flow. She mentioned there is some talk of moving the CWQM station at
Independence to the nearby USGS gage. All sites are maintained by USGS except the
station at the Devil’s River, which the Laredo TCEQ office maintains.
Sarah, TCEQ, gave a discussion on the WAP. She also introduced the new online tool that is
now complete and should be available soon.




e USIBWC CRP reported that two old sites have been added to the monitoring schedule on
Independence Creek. They will be monitored by Greg Larson, Midland College, as a new
CRP partner. The sites will be monitored 3/year for conventional parameters and 3
additional times/year for only field measurements.

e TCEQ, Midland said they should have an assessment on dropping the Orla site by June of
this year.

e Lisa, USIBWC CRP went over handouts and announcements.

e Michael M. mentioned Lucas does a newsletter and thanked him for all his efforts.

e Patrick Dearen, Pecos River Resolution Project is looking for a home. This project is
composed of an advisory board from both states to solve river problems. A point where
researchers can go to learn about the Pecos River.

e Adjourned formal meeting at 1400.

e Leslie did maintenance on the YSI for Midland College. It appears that the pH probe is
malfunctioning but no trouble shooting worked. Leslie took the YSI back with her to El Paso
for further maintenance. A new YSI will be shipped out to Midland College when available.

1:00 Welcome/Introductions

1:10 Update on Pecos River studies, projects, and Watershed Protection Plan
1:40 TCEQ Continuous Water Quality Monitoring Stations

2:00 TCEQ Watershed Action Planning Process

e Discussion of TCEQ's Integrated Report/303d list
e |dentification of water quality issues, data gaps, sources

2:20 Monitoring Schedule
e Discussion of statewide Coordinated Monitoring Schedule (CMS)
http://cms.Icra.org/ - current and FY 2014 monitoring
e Potential future projects and potential new sites

2:50 Other announcements and information
e 2013 Basin Summary Report for the Rio Grande Basin

3:00 Final comments and adjourn

3:30 USIBWC CRP Partner Refresher Training and Monitoring Guidance Updates
e Go over USIBWC YSI multiprobe Standard Operating Procedures for
maintenance and calibration. Please bring your probes
e Review of Chain of Custody forms field forms
e Cooler Shipment and Proper Procedures and Tips
e Sampling techniques and bottle configurations for coolers
e Answer questions and review monitoring procedures, as requested

4:00 Adjourn refresher training portion







