River Management Plan for the Rio
Grande Canalization Flood Control Project
in the Lower Rio Grande, NM




Rio Grande Canalization Flood
Control Project {

Canalization Project
constructed in early 1940s

»~ 105 miles

»Percha Dam to American

Dam

» Rectified river channel

within a leveed floodway USIBWC Rio Grande

Canalization Project

»To facilitate deliveries

under the 1906 Convention
with Mexico
> To control floods
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Looking upstream on Rio Grande at Picacho Bridge @nd af start of chamel stabilization works.
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construction smd channel stabilization. .‘.- "

 Augnst 1956 - Same scene after channel sisbilization
- comipleti on.




Typical Historical
Maintenance
Activities

* Levee Maintenance
¢ Floodway mowing
¢ Bank mowing

* Channel work (ex:
sediment and island
removal)




Rio Grande Canallzatjon
Flood Control iject %;
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Environmental improvements
» Grazing Leases discontinued

- 30 restoration sites (550 acres)
targeting 12 riparian habitats

» Floodway vegetation
management, . — SO ——
including ~2,000 acres | | |
of No-Mow Zones

» Environmental Water Rights
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* Conducted Section 7
Consultation with

USFWS 2011-2012 for
southwestern willow

w flycatcher

August 2012

¢ Must establish
minimum acreage of
flycatcher habitat




 River Management Plan
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Floodplain Management
Flycatcher Management Plan
Channel Maintenance Plan
Maps of No-Mow Zones




Floodplain Management Plan

© Defines:
e [Levee maintenance
e Areas that will be mowed

e Procedures involved with
mowing activities
 Protocol for surveying bird

nests to comply with
Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 1f

areas must be mowed
during bird nesting season

e Areas that will not be
mowed “No Mow Zones”




USIBWC Rio Grande Canalization Project
Operations and Maintenance NO-MOW Zones, DRAFT 2, September 24, 2012
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Floodplain I\/Ianagement Plan

© Defines: *‘"' ﬂi’fz?ﬁ
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e Management of Invasive -_ ' &{ *_rf”,,._ s ¢ e A
Species - '
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Endangered Species Plan

 Includes Flycatcher Management Plan

© Detines protocols and procedures for
conservation of flycatcher habitat

e Surveys
e Creation of habitat
e Quantifying habitat created

e USFWS requirements and
recommendations

e Internal procedures, incl. permitting



Draft Channel Maintenance Plan

Working Preliminary Draft; Currently being reviewed

Provides authority and agency objectives for channel maintenance
States objectives of key stakeholders

Describes environmental impacts of channel work

Dlesc)ribes ROD requirements for channel work (ex: data collection
plan

Defines:
e Dam maintenance work . e —
e Areas that are prioritfr areas : W
for sediment removal/bank work : ! : ;

e Procedures for im{Jlementing
channel work, incl. permits

e Data collection/ documentation
« cross sections and Lidar
- modeling

e Possible alternatives
that will be evaluated




Draft Channel Maintenance Plan

© Plan divided into phases i
. . RS " N | | Ll
for implementation o e S, L St

L]

* Will evaluate alternatives ;;__--_ o

¢ Update Channel
Maintenance Plan with
results of studies and
stakeholder discussions




http://www.ibwc.gov/EMD/canalization_eis.html

Contact

Natural Resources Specialist




