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Precipitation Recap: July 2015

Source: PRISM Climate Group/Oregon State University ~ http://www.prism.oregonstate.edu/



Precipitation Recap: August 2015

Source: PRISM Climate Group/Oregon State University ~ http://www.prism.oregonstate.edu/



Precipitation Recap: September 2015

Source: PRISM Climate Group/Oregon State University ~ http://www.prism.oregonstate.edu/



Precipitation Recap: October 2015

Source: PRISM Climate Group/Oregon State University ~ http://www.prism.oregonstate.edu/



Precipitation Recap: November 2015

Source: PRISM Climate Group/Oregon State University ~ http://www.prism.oregonstate.edu/



Precipitation Recap: December 2015

Source: PRISM Climate Group/Oregon State University ~ http://www.prism.oregonstate.edu/



Precipitation Recap: Whole Year 2015 

Source: NWS AHPS ~ http://water.weather.gov/precip/



Precipitation: Last 30 Days

Source: NWS AHPS ~ http://water.weather.gov/precip/



Precipitation: Last 14 Days

Source: NWS AHPS ~ http://water.weather.gov/precip/





Snow Water Equivalent: January 1st



Snow Water Equivalent: January 21st



Snow Pack: Wolf Creek Summit, CO



Snow Pack: Above Jemez Canyon (NM)



Snow Pack: Black Range (NM)

(Technically, just over the ridge and in the Mimbres Basin)



El Nino vs La Nina

ENSO – El Nino Southern Oscillation 

Warm Phase Cool Phase





El Nino vs La Nina

El Nino Southern Oscillation (ENSO)

Warm Phase Cool Phase



El Nino vs La Nina

El Nino Southern Oscillation (ENSO)

Cool Phase Warm Phase



Jet Stream – Anomaly (Nov 2015-Jan 2016)
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~ Strong El Niño Event ~
El Paso Precipitation History

These are the 6 Strong &  Very Strong  El Niños on record

Season (Nov-Apr) EP Precipitation EP Snowfall

30 yr Climate Norm. 2.6” 3.6”

1957-58 4.9” 13.4”

1965-66 2.5” 0.4”

1972-73 4.1” 9.9”

1982-83 5.8” 35.2”

1991-92 5.9” 7.4”

1997-98 2.6” 1.0”

El Niño Averages          4.3”                          11.21” (7.9”)
El Nino Differences     +1.7” pcpn. +4.3” snow



All-time Heavy Snow Events 
for El Paso



El Nino Winter & Spring
Percent of Normal Precipitation





Current El Nino Facts and Forecast

• Tied for Strongest El Nino (Based on 

Sea Surface Temperatures), (Equaling 

1997-98, exceding1982-83).

• Eastern Tropical Pacific SSTs 

Anomalies much cooler than in 1997-

98. (+2.0C vs +3.8C)

• This may account for the “sputtering” 

of effects over Desert SW in recent 

week or two.

• Inter-seasonal variability also a likely 

player.



El Nino Status and Forecast
“A strong El Niño is expected to gradually weaken through spring 2016, and to 

transition to ENSO-neutral during late spring or early summer.” 

- NOAA/Climate Prediction Center 1/14/16





Probability  that average 
precipitation will be 
Above/Below Normal

Probability that average 
temperature will be 

Above/Below Normal

Precipitation

Temperatures

6-10 Day Outlook (27-31 January)



Probability  that average 
precipitation will be 
Above/Below Normal

Probability that average 
temperature will be 

Above/Below Normal

Precipitation

Temperatures

8-14 Day Outlook (29 Jan – 04 Feb)



Probability  that average 
precipitation will be 
Above/Below Normal

Probability that average 
temperature will be 

Above/Below Normal

Precipitation

Temperatures

One Month (February 2016)



Probability  that average 
precipitation will be 
Above/Below Normal

Probability that average 
temperature will be 

Above/Below Normal

Precipitation

Temperatures

Three Month (Feb-Mar-Apr 2016





What’s Next?

Not unusual for Strong El Nino episodes to be quickly 

followed by La Nina conditions.



Monsoon 1998 – El Paso, TX

Strong El Nino to Moderate La Nina



Monsoon 1998 – Albuquerque, NM

Strong El Nino to Moderate La Nina



Monsoon 1983 – El Paso, TX

Strong El Nino to Weak La Nina



Monsoon 1983 – Albuquerque, NM

Strong El Nino to Weak La Nina



Monsoon 1973 – El Paso, TX

Moderate El Nino to Strong La Nina



Monsoon 1973 – Albuquerque, NM

Moderate El Nino to Strong La Nina




