U.S. Section, International Boundary and Water Commission (USIBWC)
USIBWC Citizens Forum
May 10, 2012
Imperial Beach, CA
Meeting Notes*

Board Members in attendance:

Aaron Michael Allen, Office of California State Senator Juan Vargas (District 40)
Ben McCue, Wildcoast

Patrick McDonough, County of San Diego

Robert K. Scott, URS Corporation

Mark Brandon West, Surfrider San Diego Chapter

USIBWC Staff in Attendance:
Steve Smullen

Members of the public in attendance:

Kyle Winkler, Surfrider

Joan Brooks, Tijuana Estuary Docent

Dick Pilgrim

Mayda Winter, Southwest Wetlands Interpretive Association
Paloma Aguirre, Wildcoast

Dan Murphy, Surfrider

Chris Pedregon

Chris Hemer, City of Imperial Beach

Jill Witkowski, San Diego Coastkeeper

Scott Witte, Tijuana River National Estuarine Research Reserve volunteer
Jim Nakagawa, City of Imperial Beach

Doug Liden, United States Environmental Protection Agency
Emily Pimentel, United States Environmental Protection Agency
Khari Johnson, Imperial Beach Patch

Michael De la Rosa, County of San Diego

Jennifer Casamassima, City of San Diego

Dave Fogerson, Sand Diego County Water Authority

Greg Murphy, County of San Diego

Katherine Fiel, Office of Sen. Feinstein

Roberto Espinosa, Mexican Section, International Boundary and Water Commmission

San Diego Recycled Water Demonstration Project

Jennifer Casamassima of the City of San Diego Recycled Water Program. Ms Casamassima
focused on the Water Purification Demonstration Project, which treats 1 million of gallons per day
(mgd) of reclaimed water to drinking water standards at a facility located at the North County Water
Reclamation Plant (WRP). In the future this plant is expected to discharge to the San Vicente Dam for
indirect potable reuse, pending the completion of further limnology and reservoir circulation studies,

and approval by City and elected officials.


http://www.ibwc.gov/Files/CF_SD_Expl_H2O_Reuse_051012.pdf

Currently there is treatment of approximately 10 mgd at South Bay Water Reclamation Plant
(SBWRP) and 22 mgd at North County to reclaimed standards. Contrary to public perception, no
reclaimed water is discharged to the ocean; only secondary effluent is.

Questions addressed to Ms. Casamassima included the following:

Public member-Why not direct reuse instead of indirect?

Casamassima- Public perception

Public member-Are there any legislative challenges?

Casamassima- Other than approval by agencies and community officials, none.

Public member-Pumping into reservoirs has limitations?

Casamassima- San Vicente is being enlarged to accommodate future growth — up to potential 45
mgd.

Public member- Who are the customers for reclaimed water from SBWRP?

Casamassima- IBWC and Otay Water District

Jill Witkowski at Coastkeeper — The ultimate capacity based on recycled water study is expected
to be 101 mgd. Direct reuse may be a more feasible option especially when considering the fact that the
highest cost of operation of the recycled water plant is the pumping from North County to San Vicente
(23 miles).

Public member- When is purified water expected to be delivered to San Vicente?

Casamassima- Studies are expected to be completed later in 2012 and after approval in late
2013.

The Transboundary Desalination Project Proposed at Rosarito Beach in Baja California

Dave Fogerson of the San Diego County Water Authority gave an update through his
presentation on the Transboundary Desalination Project proposed at Rosarito Beach in Baja California.
This project is being looked at under the umbrella of the Colorado River Cooperative Process under
Minute 317 - a multiagency, multistate initiative led by the International Boundary and Water
Commission and Bureau of Reclamation to address water supply shortage and surplus criteria for water
delivered to end users in both countries out of Lake Mead.

Currently Mexico is allotted 1.5 million acre-feet (maf) of Colorado River water under the 1944
Treaty. Negotiations are underway for Minute 319, and Basin States have deferred decisions on
transbounday desalination until Minute 319 is signed. Mexico is proceeding with the desalination study
for the Mexico portion and is currently studying alternative routes and environmental requirements.
Work is being reviewed by agencies in both countries.

Questions from the audience included:

Public member-Would it not be less expensive to treat wastewater effluent to a desalination
level of quality rather than build new and pump a long distance?

Fogerson- That would have to be looked at for each project. Removal of the salt in desalination
is probably the highest cost.

Which agencies in Mexico are participating?

Fogerson- Conagua (both federal and local), state water commission (CEA), Tijuana utility
(CESPt), and Mexican Section of the International Boundary and Water Commission.

Public member-What agencies are providing funding for the US side of the work?

Fogerson- San Diego County Water Authority (SDCWA), Metropolitan Water District (MWD),
USIBWC. The basin states would be expected to participate, but their decision is on hold at this time
because of Minute 319. Funding for this current study is from Mexico.

Public member- What is the expected cost of Phase 2?

Fogerson- $800,000

Public member- Would Mexico take any of the water?
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http://www.ibwc.gov/Files/CF_SD_Rosarito_Beach_DSS_051012.pdf

Fogerson- Some, but amount has not been determined.

Public member-Can this water be used in exchange for Colorado River water?

Fogerson- Theoretically, but the 1.5 maf is sacrosanct in Mexico and is a treaty stipulation.

Public member-What is basis for Minute 319°?

Fogerson- The basis is determination of shortage criteria and participation by Mexico in the
action to address Colorado River water supply, which brings Mexico into a whole new notion of river
management and water storage. Temporary storage of Mexico’s water in Lake Mead has been allowed
under Minute 318 because of damages to Mexican irrigation delivery systems from the 2010 Mexicali
quake.

April’s Wastewater Spill — Causes and Effects

USIBWC Area Operations Manager Steve Smullen described the April 4, 2012 wastewater spill
and the resultant actions in his presentation titled, South Bay International Wastewater Treatment
Plant. The spill was a result of a software programming error from a newly-installed computer which
caused a shutdown of the South Bay International Wastewater Treatment Plant (SBIWTP) influent pump
station and went undetected for several hours. Approximately 1.5 million gallons spilled into the
Tijuana River and the influent pump station suffered motor damage to the influent pumps. Pump
motors had to be taken out of service in pairs and the treatment plant had reduced pumping and
treatment capacity for 30 days. Corrective actions were taken by Veolia, USIBWC contract operator for
the SBIWTP. A faster email-based spill notification process was set up, which was used later in the
month to notify stakeholders of a smaller spill in Tijuana and the day the plant regained normal capacity.

Public member- Can | be added to the email list?

Smullen- Yes, just send your contact information.

Public member- Can you advise via Facebook or Twitter?

Smullen- No.

Public member- What is capacity of Pump Station CILA?

Smullen- Agreement of 1100 liters per second (lps) in river, 1500 max capacity, limited by
siltation and pipe condition of parallel line.

Public member-What is treatment capacity of SBIWTP?

Smullen-100 mgd hydraulic through primary, 75 mgd advanced primary treatment, 50 mgd
hydraulic and treatment through secondary. Anything above 50 mgd bypasses secondary.

Public member-Can IBWC send email notification to Coastkeeper website?

Smullen- We'll have to look at it, but if not banned should be ok.

Public member-How can we help obtain emergency power generation for Pump Station No.1?

Smullen- Might be possible to study use of one of the SBITWP generators to provide power —
could be complicated due to differences in power, software requirements, switching.

Public member- Can IBWC send email notification for non-standard operation procedures?

Smullen- Yes, will do. Will request Mexico provide operational information for Pump Station

CILA.

Public Member- Are Mexican pump stations tied to SBIWTP SCADA?

Smullen- No, but we have meters installed at various sites in Mexico that are maintained by
USIBWC. The communication is through phone lines and is not always effective.

Public Comment

Public member- Can the IBWC do anything about Yogurt Canyon flows that pond water for many
months along Monument Road and impedes access to Border Field State Park? Chris Peregrine is
addressing through monitoring.



http://www.ibwc.gov/Files/CF_SD_SBIWTP_Spill_Update_051012.pdf
http://www.ibwc.gov/Files/CF_SD_SBIWTP_Spill_Update_051012.pdf

Paloma Aguirre- the Board is the interface between the public and the USIBWC and the public
should be more vocal in raising concerns to Board members.

Board Discussion/Suggested Future Agenda ltems
How IBWC minutes are created and a discussion of the minutes that are specific to the San
Diego-Tijuana region.

1. IBWC's role in maintaining border monuments and how has the fence construction affected this.

2. Commissioner Drusina coming to present on his vision for the IBWC in addressing cross-
boundary water quality challenges in the San Diego-Tijuana region through the year 2020.

3. Presentation by the San Diego River Rescue team

Mark West outlined the letter that the Board was going to send to Commissioner Drusina on the
spill with observations and recommendations. Ben McCue asked if this could be posted to the website
or a press release sent out about it. Steve Smullen stated that this would have to be routed through the
El Paso Headquarters.

No date was set for the August meeting.

*Meeting notes are tentative and summarize in draft the contents and discussion of Citizens Forum
Meetings. While these notes are intended to provide a general overview of Citizens Forum Meetings,
they may not necessarily be accurate or complete, and may not be representative of USIBWC policy or
positions.



