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Texas Clean Rivers Program
History

> 1991 Texas Clean Rivers Act
> 1998 TCEQ-USIBWC partnership

> 2009 monitoring sites on Rio Grande:
o« CRP — 48 sites
« TCEQ — 38 sites




What is the Clean Rivers Program?

A state fee-funded program

A group of federal, state and local organizations that
have an interest in the health of our states streams,
rivers and lakes.

The USIBWC Clean Rivers Program collects water
guality data from the Rio Grande and Pecos Rivers.

We then use that data to:
 Identify and evaluate water quality issues
« establish priorities for corrective actions

~_» work to implement those actions.
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CRP Activities

Water Quality Monitoring
« Routine monitoring
o Special studies

Water Quality Assessment

REGIOMAL ASSESSMENT OF WATER QLIALITY

RIO GRANDE BASIN

2008
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Publications
« Annual Basin Highlight Report

International Boundary and Water Commission,
U.S. Section
Texas Clean Rivers Program

o b5-year Basin Summary Report

Outreach and Education
Public Participation




CRP Accomplishments

Submitted all data through Nov
2008 for TCEQ 2010 Assessment

Laboratory accredited for bacteria
More outreach activities

Participation in projects such as
Big Bend workshops & saltcedar
biological control meetings
Funded 5 water quality/education == i
projects ey '

CRP in charge of USIBWC
Adopt-a-River Program
Fully-staffed




Funded Project in the LRGV

> City of Weslaco

« VALLEY CONSTRUCTION SEPA TRAINING
PROGRAM (“ Soll Erosion Pollution
Awareness”)

« Develop and Implement a Soil Erosion
Management Plan at Construction Sites

 Print training manuals




Other funded projects throughout
the Basin

> Supplies for river cleanups with community
groups

> Supplies/equipment for youth for research
In salinity in water and riparian plants

> Equipment for continuous water quality
station in Forgotten Stretch




Local Partnerships

> 8 partners in the Lower Rio Grande help

monitor, collect, & analyze samples:
USIBWC Field Offices at Mercedes and Falcon
Sabal Palm Audubon Center & Sanctuary
University of Texas at Brownsville

TCEQ Harlingen Field Office

TCEQ Continuous Water Quality Monitoring
Brownsville PUB

Texas Parks & Wildlife (2009)

o« USGS (through 2007)

> Use TCEQ sampling procedures and an
accredited laboratory for analysis
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2009 Monitoring Sites

13 Lower RG Sites:
10 - IBWC CRP
- FCED
1 - Brownsville PUB

Amistad
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2009 LRG Monitoring Sites
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Water Quality Uses and Standards
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Impairments on the 2009 Texas Water
Quallty Inventory and 303(d) List
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Concerns on the 2008 Texas Water Quality
Inventory and 303(d) List
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Brownsville Bacteria Study

A\

UTB partnership to address bacteria
iImpairment in Brownsville

ldentify source and nature of bacteria
contamination

A\

> Phase | will begin Fall semester 2009
Phase Il will begin Summer 2010

NEWSTHARNEL &rgakiggﬂew- First Warn 5 Weather
Breaking Storjes, 87

A\

BreakingTheMold.

L L ocNEWS  jations in Mahoney Sex Scandal Why Credit Ca

S E. Coli Found in Parts of Rio Grande

News

Wednesday , October 15, 2008 Posted: 11:28 PR
Ir:

S asrch for Kidnay SCIEtISts don't know the source
Donor

/=5 E-COLIFOUND

"

a s . BROWNSYILLE - Researchers have
st 1t of the W, . . .

Sudentalhe tlach gio overed high levels of E. coli in the Rio |
S On YourSide Grande.

Podcasts

officials from the International Boundary
ELETY and Water Commission believe it's limited
- coa, 0 3 20-mnile stretch of the river in Cameran
|

VOTE* 08 County.

NEWSCHANNEL 5

3 Investigations "

= - is coming fram Mexico or the United States.
i Weather

Scientists do not know if the contamination

» | 00:00 ©00:00 | o |
L2l | |

-' For now, teams will be sampling water from
. Sports

he arera in hnnes af narrnwina it dawn



Pesticides Study

> Pesticides/Organics in sediment analyzed
from 2007 to 2009 semiannually at all CRP

stations

> 23 chemicals tested

> Most stations dio

not detect any organics

> Lower RIo Grande had 2 stations that
detected DDE/D
Hidalgo) in 2008

DT (Rio Grande City and




Lower Rio Grande Water Quality
Initiative

> TCEQ / EPA sponsored binational project

> Federal and state US and Mexican
agencies, universities and organizations

> Address impairments on Rio Grande
> Focus first on lower Rio Grande
> Technical, policy, steering committees




CRP Website has changed

www.lbwc.gov/CRP/Index.htm
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The USIBWC's Texas Clean Rivers Program is responsible for THE TEXAS

collecting water quality data throughout the Texas portion of the
Rio Grande Basin. The goal of the CRP is to maintain and improve
the quality of water within each river basin in Texaz through

Flood Control Levee Systems ongoing  partnerships  with  the Texas Cormrmission  on
Diversion Dams & Related Environmental Cuality  [TCEQ), river authorities, Program
Structures Partners, other agencies, regional entities, local and state
Storage Dams (Reservairs) [ governments, industry, and citizens. The program uses a

watershed rmanagerent approach to identify and evaluate water
quality issues, establish priorities for corrective actions, and work to lmplement thuse actions.,
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Locate IBWC stream gages, data and other useful map “Wiew a list by seament of monitoring stations in the Rio
information uging the USIEWT GIS Interactive Wap page. Grande bazin. Click on the station IO number to download

an Excel format file that contains all of the available water
quality data for that station from 1995 to present.
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Information on Website

The USIBWC's Texas Clean Rivers Program is responsible for

collecting water quality data throughout the Texas portion of the
Rio Grande Basin. The goal of the CRP is to maintain and improve
the quality of water within each river basin in Texas through
ongoing  partnerships  with  the Texas Comrrmission  on
Environmental Quality [TCEQ), river authorities, Program
Partners, other agencies, regional entities, local and state
governments, industry, and citizens. The program uses a
watershed management approach o identify and evaluate water
guality issues, establish priorities for corrective actions, and work to implement thuse actions,

Study Area
Locate IBWC stream gage:, data and other uozefl
information using the USIEWIC GIS hteractive Map g

konitoring Station Data
“Wiew @ list by segment of monitoring stations in the Rio
Grande basin. Click on the station 10 number to downloag
gl format file that contain: all of the anaijls

Publications

Wiew Clean Rivers Program Bazin Summary Reports

Participation
Learn about the Clean River Program Basin Adwizory
Committes

Calendar / Current Activities
Learn about upcoming ewvents and current activities o
Clean Riwers Frogram

Partner Links
& Access links to the Clean Rivers Program partners and

planning agencises

Adopt-a-River

Information  about

scientific Research Portal

Find zcientific research being conducted in the  Rig
Grande Basin.
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Ldopt-a-River

Photo Gallery

Ses pictures of past CRP avents.

About CRP
Introduction to the Texas Clean Rivar: Program and
contact information.
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R RS 08-4750.00 RIO GRANDE AT EL JARDIN PUMP
Stream Site Description

Site Description |

Photos .

- Location

Graphs

Complete Site List Latitude 25°62'35", longitude 97 °7245.01", Cameron County, Texas, United States,
Description

XA Waler Bulletins =2

Drainage area: not available; Contributing drainage area: not awailable, Datum of gage: O feet above sea
Go to Site Data Page: level,

|ente, site number o | Cableway, bubbler gage, water-stage recorders [graphic and digital), and DCP with GOES high data rate
telemetny located on the left bank at river kilometer 78.3, 0.3 river kilometer downstream from EL Jardin
putnping plant, and 11.2 river kilometers downstrearm from the international highway bridge [Gateway)
between Brownsville, Texas and Matamoros, Tamaulipas. The zero of the gage is at mean sealevel, U, 5. .
Also Identified As: &G 5 datum,

08-4750.00 (IBWC ID) Available Data
13177 (TCEQ IDY

08475000 (USGS ID) Data Type Begin Date End Date Count

RealkTime Data

print frizndly version Historical Flow Data 11171934 2/28/2007

Field/Lab Water-Quality Samples 17241995 22172007 3014

Photos, Maps, and Graphs
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Questions?

USIBWC - CRP
Elizabeth Verdecchia, 915-832-4701
elizapetnverdecchia@iowe.qov
Leslie Grijalva, 915-832-4770

legrijal@iowc.gov
CRP Website
O WwwLiowe.gov/C

RP/Index.ntm
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