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Texas Clean Rivers ProgramTexas Clean Rivers Program
HistoryHistory

1991 Texas Clean Rivers Act1991 Texas Clean Rivers Act
1998 TCEQ1998 TCEQ--USIBWC partnershipUSIBWC partnership
2009 monitoring sites on Rio Grande:2009 monitoring sites on Rio Grande:

CRP CRP –– 48 sites 48 sites 
TCEQ TCEQ –– 38 sites38 sites



What is the Clean Rivers Program?What is the Clean Rivers Program?

A state fee-funded program
A group of federal, state and local organizations that 
have an interest in the health of our states streams, 
rivers and lakes.
The USIBWC Clean Rivers Program collects water 
quality data from the Rio Grande and Pecos Rivers. 
We then use that data to:

identify and evaluate water quality issues
establish priorities for corrective actions
work to implement those actions.



CRP ActivitiesCRP Activities
Water Quality MonitoringWater Quality Monitoring

Routine monitoringRoutine monitoring
Special studiesSpecial studies

Water Quality AssessmentWater Quality Assessment
PublicationsPublications

Annual Basin Highlight ReportAnnual Basin Highlight Report
55--year Basin Summary Reportyear Basin Summary Report

Outreach and EducationOutreach and Education
Public ParticipationPublic Participation



CRP AccomplishmentsCRP Accomplishments
Submitted all data through Nov Submitted all data through Nov 
2008 for TCEQ 2010 Assessment2008 for TCEQ 2010 Assessment
Laboratory accredited for bacteriaLaboratory accredited for bacteria
More outreach activitiesMore outreach activities
Participation in projects such as Participation in projects such as 
Big Bend workshops & Big Bend workshops & saltcedarsaltcedar
biological control meetingsbiological control meetings
Funded 5 water quality/education Funded 5 water quality/education 
projects projects 
CRP in charge of USIBWC CRP in charge of USIBWC 
AdoptAdopt--aa--River ProgramRiver Program
FullyFully--staffedstaffed



Funded Project in the LRGVFunded Project in the LRGV

City of WeslacoCity of Weslaco
VALLEY CONSTRUCTION SEPA TRAINING 
PROGRAM (“Soil Erosion Pollution 
Awareness”)
Develop and Implement a Soil Erosion 
Management Plan at Construction Sites
Print training manuals



Other funded projects throughout Other funded projects throughout 
the Basinthe Basin

Supplies for river cleanups with community Supplies for river cleanups with community 
groupsgroups
Supplies/equipment for youth for research Supplies/equipment for youth for research 
in salinity in water and riparian plantsin salinity in water and riparian plants
Equipment for continuous water quality Equipment for continuous water quality 
station in Forgotten Stretchstation in Forgotten Stretch



Local PartnershipsLocal Partnerships
8 partners in the Lower Rio Grande help 8 partners in the Lower Rio Grande help 
monitor, collect, & analyze samples:monitor, collect, & analyze samples:

USIBWC Field Offices at Mercedes and FalconUSIBWC Field Offices at Mercedes and Falcon
SabalSabal Palm Audubon Center & SanctuaryPalm Audubon Center & Sanctuary
University of Texas at BrownsvilleUniversity of Texas at Brownsville
TCEQ Harlingen Field Office TCEQ Harlingen Field Office 
TCEQ Continuous Water Quality MonitoringTCEQ Continuous Water Quality Monitoring
Brownsville PUBBrownsville PUB
Texas Parks & Wildlife (2009)Texas Parks & Wildlife (2009)
USGS (through 2007)USGS (through 2007)

Use TCEQ sampling procedures and an Use TCEQ sampling procedures and an 
accredited laboratory for analysisaccredited laboratory for analysis



13 Lower RG Sites:
10 - IBWC CRP
3 - TCEQ
1 - Brownsville PUB

2009 Monitoring Sites2009 Monitoring Sites



2009 LRG Monitoring Sites



Water Quality Uses and StandardsWater Quality Uses and Standards

TCEQ uses these standards to assess the river and TCEQ uses these standards to assess the river and 
determine if any segments are impaired (303d List)determine if any segments are impaired (303d List)
Bacteria Indicators :Bacteria Indicators :

2301 Tidal 2301 Tidal –– enterococcusenterococcus
2302 2302 -- ecoliecoli



Bacteria

Impairments on the 2009 Texas Water 
Quality Inventory and 303(d) List

Bacteria (Arroyo Los Olmos)



Concerns on the 2008 Texas Water Quality 
Inventory and 303(d) List

Depressed DO

Mercury in fish 
tissue

Bacteria, 
Chlorophyll-a

Chlorophyll-a



Brownsville Bacteria StudyBrownsville Bacteria Study

UTB partnership to address bacteria UTB partnership to address bacteria 
impairment in Brownsvilleimpairment in Brownsville
Identify source and nature of bacteria Identify source and nature of bacteria 
contaminationcontamination
Phase I will begin Fall semester 2009 Phase I will begin Fall semester 2009 
Phase II will begin Summer 2010Phase II will begin Summer 2010



Pesticides StudyPesticides Study
Pesticides/Organics in sediment analyzed Pesticides/Organics in sediment analyzed 
from 2007 to 2009 semiannually at all CRP from 2007 to 2009 semiannually at all CRP 
stationsstations
23 chemicals tested23 chemicals tested
Most stations did not detect any organicsMost stations did not detect any organics
Lower Rio Grande had 2 stations that Lower Rio Grande had 2 stations that 
detected DDE/DDT (Rio Grande City and detected DDE/DDT (Rio Grande City and 
Hidalgo) in 2008Hidalgo) in 2008



Lower Rio Grande Water Quality Lower Rio Grande Water Quality 
InitiativeInitiative

TCEQ / EPA sponsored TCEQ / EPA sponsored binationalbinational projectproject
Federal and state US and Mexican Federal and state US and Mexican 
agencies, universities and organizationsagencies, universities and organizations
Address impairments on Rio GrandeAddress impairments on Rio Grande
Focus first on lower Rio GrandeFocus first on lower Rio Grande
Technical, policy, steering committeesTechnical, policy, steering committees



CRP Website has changed CRP Website has changed 
www.ibwc.gov/CRP/Index.htmwww.ibwc.gov/CRP/Index.htm



Information on WebsiteInformation on Website







Questions?Questions?
USIBWC USIBWC -- CRPCRP

Elizabeth Elizabeth VerdecchiaVerdecchia, 915, 915--832832--47014701
elizabethverdecchia@ibwc.govelizabethverdecchia@ibwc.gov
Leslie Leslie GrijalvaGrijalva, 915, 915--832832--47704770

legrijal@ibwc.govlegrijal@ibwc.gov
CRP WebsiteCRP Website

www.ibwc.gov/CRP/Index.htmwww.ibwc.gov/CRP/Index.htm


