Lower Rio Grande Citizens Forum
April 18, 2012
Mercedes, Texas
*Meeting Notes

Board Members in attendance:

Salvador Alemany, Texas Forest Service/Texas A&M University

Carl Boyd, National Active and Retired Federal Employees-Retired USIBWC
John Goolsby, U.S. Department of Agriculture

Hudson DeYoe, UT-Pan American

John Wood, Cameron County Regional Mobility Authority

Ramon Navarro, City of McAllen

Donnie Valdez, Minority Agriculture Producers

Bill Lewis, Halff Associates

USIBWC staff in attendance:
Edward Drusina

Rodolfo Montero

Leslie Grijalva

Elizabeth Verdecchia
Gabriel Duran

Alda Munoz

IBWC (CILA)- Mexican Section
Felipe Chalons

Members of the public in attendance:

Ned Sheats, Mission

Rick Alvarez, County Judge’s Office

Adrian Guerra, County Judge’s Office

Bill Keltner, La Feria News

Dustin Moore, Ferris and Flinn

Rene Mariscal, Brownsville Public Utilities Board

Judy Adams, Brownsville Public Utilities Board

Ernesto Reyes, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Brad Cowan, Texas AgriLife Extension

Marcie Oviedo, Lower Rio Grande Valley Development Council
L. Saenz, Lower Rio Grande Valley Development Council
Robert Saenz, Halff Associates

Chris Sherman, Associated Press

Maxwell Pons, The Nature Conservancy

Luis Martinez, Association Hombro con Hombro

Jose Rivera, Association Hombro con Hombro




Salvador Moreno, Association Hombro con Hombro

Claudia Lozano, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality Border Affairs
Erasmo Yarrito, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality Watermaster
Jaime Flores, Texas A & M Agri-Life Extension

Allen Berthold, Texas Water Resources Institute

Ashley Alexander, Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board

Ronnie Ramirez, Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board

Oscar Montoya, Hidalgo County, Emergency Management Coordinator

Arroyo Colorado Watershed Protection Plan

Jaime Flores, Arroyo Colorado Watershed Coordinator, Texas A&M Agri-Life Extension,
introduced himself and briefly explained the Arroyo Colorado Watershed Protection Plan
project that was implemented. Mr. Flores explained that the watershed extended all the way
into Colorado, the Gulf of Mexico, parts of Texas, and Mexico. The watershed is an ancient
tributary of the Rio Grande River and is considered the largest “resaca” you can find today. It is
a very unique geologic feature. The Arroyo Colorado is called the "little waterway with a big
job."  Wastewater treatment plants, agriculture, and urban storm water are major
contaminators to the Arroyo Colorado. It carries commercial barge traffic from the Port of
Brownsville to the Port of Harlingen. It helps control flooding and drainage. The Arroyo
Colorado Conservancy Group has been established to help protect the Arroyo Colorado.

Mr. Montero commented how Mr. Flores was instrumental in helping with the local
environmental groups when IBWC was looking into increasing the capacity of the Arroyo
Colorado.

Expectations for the Lower Rio Grande Citizens Forum

U.S. Commissioner, Edward Drusina, of the International Boundary and Water
Commission thanked the new board members for taking time out of their busy lives and
volunteering to be a part of the Citizens Forum. Commissioner Drusina presented the members
with certificates of appreciation.

Citizen Question/Comment- You had a meeting yesterday in McAllen. Was it an open
public meeting? | assume the water issue with Mexico was brought up.

Commissioner Drusina- It was the Irrigators Conference. Mexican Commissioner Salmon
and | were concerned that Rio Grande water deliveries to the United States were running only
at 62% based on the yearly average amount called for in the treaty. As you all know the 1944
Water Treaty calls for Mexico to deliver Rio Grande water to the United States over a five-year
cycle. The average should be 350,000 acre-feet per year. Mexican officials had a meeting a few
days ago. State and federal representatives were there. They discussed the conditions of the
reservoirs. As a result, they will release some of the water stored in Luis Leon Reservoir in
Mexico to the main channel of the river because that is one of the few reservoirs that was not
at 30% to 50% of normal conservation capacity. Luis Leon was at 140% of normal conservation
capacity, so they are going to release the water to the main channel of the river. That is a small
relief. We are running at 62% of average. It's not going to make a significant difference but at
least we know we are getting water from Mexico from the reservoirs. What was most
important during our conversation was about River Ware. River Ware is a software program
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that agencies in the United States use to analyze the watershed in the United States. Mexico
has been learning how to use the software over the last 2 years and they are now adopting that
for the Rio Grande system. The River Ware software will give them the tool to manage the
water so that we can share that information. It's a small step but it is a significant step in the
right direction. We don't have a lot of water, we are in a drought. We are at 62% and if you
look at the reservoir status in Mexico, it is at between 30% and 55% of normal at most of the
reservoirs.

Citizen Question/Comment- Can you give us the status on where you guys are at with
the border fence on 0-1, 0-2, and O-3?

Commissioner Drusina- Mr. Gabe Duran is going to give a presentation on that. | will
give you the short answer. We have responded after about 2 years of analysis. We went back
and forth with DHS/CBP and Mr. Gabe Duran will give you where we are today.

Conceptual Plans to Reduce Flood Impacts

Gabriel Duran, Engineer Planner, U.S. Section, International Boundary and Water
Commission (USIBWC) gave a presentation on the Conceptual Plans to Reduce Flood Impacts.
Mr. Duran stated that one of the things the Commissioner has asked of them is to be more
involved in the forums and bring in more experts to discuss the issues that affect both sides.
This is based on a northern initiative with Canada. They have formed what they call watershed
initiatives where the US and Canada come together to talk about problems in their basin and
offer solutions.

Regarding conceptual plans for projects to reduce flood impacts, the USIBWC is
considering actions in various locations. On the Arroyo Colorado, the agency has worked to
remove trash and debris and will research alternatives for long-term projects to improve the
flood conveyance capacity of the Arroyo Colorado. Other areas of concern along the Rio
Grande include Garciasville/La Casita, La Grulla, La Joya, and Roma.

He also presented a timeline regarding USIBWC review of the proposed U.S.
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) fence segments known as O-1, O-2, and O-3. The
USIBWC had concluded that the proposed border fence for that area will allow the water to
flow through and will not be a prohibited obstruction or deflection of Rio Grande flow.

Citizen Question/Comment- So is that your conclusion that it will not obstruct flooding
in that area even though it was flooded in 2010? So you are saying that is not going to be
another obstruction (0-1, 2, & 3)?

Gabriel Duran- It's not going to be another obstruction. We went through it with DHS as
well as DHS Engineers, Michael Baker and Associates. Our engineers have analyzed the flood
flow of the Rio Grande in this reach and have determined through our Flow 2D model, which is
the latest up-to-date model for analyzing rivers and watersheds, we could not find any
objections to them putting the fence up.

Citizen Question/Comment- On your time schedule for the Arroyo Colorado work that
you had, you were going to come up with an analysis, etc., then you were going to do your
environmental studies. Wouldn't the process require you to do that before you come up with
any alternatives?




Gabriel Duran-Normally our alternatives are identified here but we also do some
research to determine what the alternatives are and what we can do. In the environmental
process, the alternatives are called out and the best one chosen.

Citizen Question/Comment- With regard to the fence, without Mexico's concurrence, |
thought part of the treaty was for you guys to come up with an agreement as to what was
constructed in the floodway

Gabriel Duran- They are not going to agree to a fence. If we feel we have the studies
necessary, we have to go with what the U.S. government is telling us.

Citizen Question/Comment- I’'m not an engineer but when you do the design and
planning you are assuming certain bank floods are met. What is that?

Gabriel Duran- That is a very good question and | like to use the following analogy. Let's
say someone gives a design of a zoo and you have to design the tiger moat. Only trouble is you
don't know how high or how far the tiger can jump because on the day he jumped, maybe he
wasn't fed or he was tired and he didn't jump as far. So you build your moat and then someone
comes up and tells you "The tiger is out!" Well, then you have to reassess the whole thing. So
in this sense, our tiger is our flood of record. The flood of record is Beulah for this area here
and that is how all these floodways through this area have been designed. After Beulah the
whole project was reassessed. Before Beulah the flood design was 90,000 cubic feet per
second. We think we know how far the tiger can jump and then we designed them that way.
That is the methodology that we use.

Rodolfo Montero - Beulah is to us the 100 year storm. That is our design.

Citizens Question/Comment- That is interesting because we had another 100-year flood
in 2010.

Rodolfo Montero/Gabriel Duran- No, that was a 50-year flood.

How's the Water? Annual Water Quality Update for the Rio Grande

Leslie Grijalva, Environmental Protection Specialist, USIBWC Texas Clean Rivers Program
gave a basic overview of water quality for the Lower Rio Grande. The Texas Clean Rivers
Program is a state fee funded program. The program is funded by the State of Texas,
specifically by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ). There is a Clean Rivers
Program in every major river basin in the State of Texas. We specifically collect water quality
data for the Rio Grande and the Pecos River. We do water quality monitoring and assessments
with the data that we get, and we do public outreach. We use that data to identify any water
quality issues that may be in that area. We also provide that data to the State and to the public
so that any corrective actions that may need to be taken, can be taken by appropriate
authorities. In 1991 the legislature passed the Clean Rivers Act and in 1998 the TCEQ and IBWC
formed a partnership to hand over the administration of the Clean Rivers Program for the Rio
Grande to the USIBWC. As of 2012, there was a total of 91 monitoring stations from El Paso
down to Brownsville.

In the Lower Rio Grande, there are some areas that are considered to have impairments
for bacteria where the water quality does not meet the standard for that part of the river. Ms.
Grijalva went over the results of a special study on bacteria in the Brownsville area. Results
showed that bacteria levels had improved, most likely due to the treatment plant that was
constructed in Matamoros. There are also other water quality concerns in the region including
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chlorophyll-a, depressed dissolved oxygen, ammonia, and mercury in fish tissue. Another issue
in the Lower Rio Grande Valley is high salinity. The Rio Grande Watermaster's office had seen
an increase in salinity in some of the water deliveries made to farmers, which resulted in having
to release more water to dilute it. Clean Rivers looked at their data and did a trend analysis,
which showed that the data does not consistently show an increasing trend in salinity. The
program will continue monitoring. Ms. Grijalva gave a small summary of the Lower Rio Grande
Water Quality Initiative, which at the time was still in conceptual stages. She also provided a
summary of other projects and studies addressing bacteria and water quality in the Valley.

Citizen Question/Comment- What about chemical problems in the river? Like pesticides,
heavy metals, things like that.

Leslie Grijalva- The program is open to address other concerns. Right now it's a concept
which is still in the planning phases.

Citizen Question/Comment- There is a concern about the reservoir south of Donna.
When people eat the fish, it is causing them to get cancer.

Leslie Grijalva- There is a mercury concern in some of those areas.

Elizabeth Verdecchia (USIBWC)- | just want to add that you can get more information on
our website, www.ibwc.gov/CRP/Index.htm.

Citizen Question/Comment- As far as the study that you say is in the conceptual stage, is
there funding available?

Leslie Grijalva- It's all dependent on the organizations that chose to participate. So like |
stated before it is completely conceptual right now. As of right now the only ones talking about
it are TCEQ, IBWC, and a couple of other entities. So it would be dependent on who chooses to
participate and how big they want to make it.

Citizen Question/Comment- The standard is based on what?

Leslie Grijalva- The standard is based on what is collected. Every water body has its own
set of standards. So for the Rio Grande the water data that we collect, the State looks at that
and they might decide to either lower or raise the standards or keep them the same.

Citizen Question/Comment- What cooperation do you have from the Mexican side from
water coming in from Mexico and checking the salinity levels?

Leslie Grijalva- They do their own water quality monitoring. | am not aware if they are
on any particular schedule like we are. There is sharing of information.

Suggested Future Agenda Topics
Update of Beetle (Salt Cedar Eradication)
Lower Rio Grande Basin Studies
Analysis of fresh water inflows
Update of drainage project

If there are other issues/projects you would like to hear, please email the Lower Rio
Grande Field Office at Rodolfo.montero@ibwc.gov or sally.spener@ibwc.gov

Next meeting scheduled for July 18, 2012.



*Meeting notes are tentative and summarize, in draft, the contents and discussion of Citizens
Forum Meetings. While these notes are intended to provide a general overview of Citizens
Forum Meetings, they may not necessarily be accurate or complete, and may not be
representative of USIBWC policy or positions.



