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July 1 2008 the LagunaJuly  1, 2008, the Laguna 
Fire destroyed 140 acres  
of riparian and upland 
habitat along the Lower 
Colorado River. As part 
of the Burned Areaof the Burned Area 
Rehabilitation (BAR)  

Program, a BAR plan was 
developed and approved 
by Washington. Over a 
period of three years,period of three years, 
habitat rehabilitation 

took place.  
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Looking South from Imperial Damg p



Looking North to Imperial Damg p



UNASSISTED GROWTH







Cottonwood and Willow 
l h fvolunteer trees thrive post‐fire





CLEARING OF INVASIVE SPECIES
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This is Mark. 
He was ourHe was our 

furthest traveler 
f h d Hfor the day.  He 
came down from 
Phoenix to sign‐up 
as a volunteer to 

plant trees.



20thJanuary 20th

EricaErica 
Faulkner, 
project 
managermanager, 
started the 
briefing.
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Erica Faulkner

OPERATIONSSAFETY LOGISTICS

James Stewart Chris Robertson/ 

Bill Alexander

Al Olivarez 

DIVISION/GROUP B

Lalo Heredia 

DIVISION/GROUP A

Steve Klauck 

DIVISION/GROUP C

Bryan Collins 



Division B Safety Briefing



8,500 yellow and 
white flags with 
pre‐drilled holes 
marked where to 
plant mesquites p q

trees.  

5,000 red flags 
marked where tomarked where to 
plant cottonwood 

d ill land willow poles.



Division A



Division B



Division C



FirstFirst 
tree 

plantedp



Drop point for trees and water



Volunteers Hard at Work



Operations:Operations: 
James Stewart 

andand 
Division B: 
Lalo HerediaLalo Heredia



Over 80 college students helpedOver 80 college students helped 



Empty planting material recycled



The start of 
planting Day 2.

Safety Officer:
Bill Alexander 
conducting the 
safety briefingsafety briefing 



30 more Students Planting Day 2g y



With t l lWith water levels 
rising, the Yuma Fire 
Crew equipped withCrew equipped with 
waders or rubber 
boots continued toboots, continued to 
plant cottonwood 
and willow poles p
directly into the 
water, increasing 
their chance of 
survivorship.



Mesquite trees with aMesquite trees with a 
solid root base are 
planted throughout p g
the site.  Greater than 

50% success is 
expected.



“Last tray, we’re almost done”



LastLast 
ttree 

plantedp



Removal of Empty Plant Material



We’re done! We just finished 
planting 13,500 trees in 2 days!



•Volunteers•Volunteers
•Todd Shoaff and the Bureau of Land 

Management
•Imperial Irrigation DistrictImperial Irrigation District
•Hidden Shores RV Park
M lti i C ti P•Multispecies Conservation Program

•Bureau of Reclamation
•Yuma Proving Ground
•Wellton‐Mohawk Irrigation and•Wellton‐Mohawk Irrigation and 

Drainage District



Yuma Wildland Fire Crew

•Fought the Laguna Fire in 
2008

•Conducted hand clearing 
around established native 

ispecies 
•Removed hazard trees 
and created firewood forand created firewood for 
the South Mesa LTVA

•Drilled holes for easier 
planting

•Planted 5,000 
cottonwood and willowcottonwood and willow 
poles throughout the site



Dr. Tim Whittier, 
from Northern Arizona 
University & Arizona 
Western College,  who 
led students with:led students with:

•Growing the mesquite 
trees 

•Placing flags for drilling 
h lholes

•Planting the trees
•Conducting monitoringConducting monitoring 
through the life of the 

project
•Creating science 
internships at BLM



Potential Future GrowthPotential Future Growth 


