TEXAS CLEAN RIVERS PROGRAM FOR THE RIO GRANDE BASIN
LOWER RIO GRANDE COORDINATED MONITORING MEETING
April 20, 2016

10:30 a.m.
Harlingen, Texas

MEETING MINUTES

Meeting Participants

Leslie Grijalva, USIBWC Clean Rivers Sarah Eagle, TCEQ Clean Rivers

Robin Cypher, TCEQ Surface Water Quality Sarah Whitley, TCEQ Surface Water Quality
Roger Miranda, TCEQ Austin TMDL (via phone) Mike Warshak, United Irrigation District
Andres Garcia, USIBWC Clean Rivers Michael McCall, BPUB

Chris Caudle, TCEQ Harlingen Gabriel Coronado Jr., Brownsville PUB
Matt Williams, HCCID #9 Al Martinez, La Feria Irrigation District
Jose Bazaldua, USIBWC Mercedes Omar Anzaldua Jr., BPUB

Jim Tolan, TPWD Sonia Lambert, CCID #2

Jungseok Ho, UTRGV- Edinburg Lauro Cantu, USIBWC Mercedes

Eli Mendoza, USIBWC Falcon Ramon Navarro, USIBWC Mercedes
Mike Warshak, United Irrigation Claudia Lozano, TCEQ- Harlingen

Jose A. Davila, TCEQ- Harlingen Marcie Oviedo, LRGVDC

Meeting Notes:

Upon arrival, TCEQ- Harlingen alerted TCEQ- Austin and USIBWC CRP that news Channel 5 in the
LRGV had requested to attend the meeting. Since the TCEQ- Harlingen staff had been unable to
get ahold of Leslie or Sarah, they called the TCEQ- Austin personnel, and the Public Affairs
Officer for the USIBWC and asked if the news station could attend. The answer was yes.
Leslie Grijalva began meeting with introductions and welcome and went around room for
everyone to introduce themselves.
Sarah, TCEQ, gave an update on the Watershed Action Process. It is used to address water
impairments. The Lower Rio Grande Water Quality Initiative is the pilot program for the area.
Other than the LRGWAQI, no new projects are currently proposed in any area of the Rio Grande
Basin for the WAP.
TPWD” Project on the Arroyo Colorado (sampling spring, summer, fall). Sampling for biota,
water quality. Chronic low DO, but problem is not getting any worse. (Center for Coastal Studies
in Corpus Christi). Report will be coming out sometime this year, will make sure to get us a copy.

0 Next step will be fate of nutrients in this water body.

0 Using new probes that take DO and nutrients.

0 Sea grass, etc., and the possibility of it fueling algal blooms.

0 Not doing the Rio Grande due to security concerns.
Irrigation districts began to ask questions about salinity.

0 Concerned about high salinity.



0 Concerned about high chlorides.

0 El Morillo Drain: U.S. money goes towards the operation of this, and the pumps are not
working. Why aren’t they (the IBWC) fixing this?

0 Flood flows last year from Rio San Juan: the water had very high TDS, and it took 30 days
for the TDS to drop. Why was the TDS so high, and why did the IBWC accept the water?

0 Can the IBWC put together some sort of quarterly report for the irrigation districts? Can
the irrigation districts become partners?

= Answer to both is, don’t know at this time.

0 Leslie re-stated that the purpose of this meeting was for the partners of the Clean Rivers
Program, and was to discuss the monitoring done under the program. Flow questions,
and questions pertaining to water deliveries and El Morillo Drain were outside the scope
of the program and could not be commented on. However, Leslie said she would take
their concerns back to Headquarters.

e Roma to downstream, TDS has been increasing. The Irrigation districts wanted to know what
was being done to address it.

0 Leslie went over the monitoring efforts by all the partners, and stressed that this is one
of the problems that the LRGWQI is meant to address.

0 Discussion over the fact that yes, TDS is increasing, but the area is not impaired for TDS
at this time. Until there is an impairment, there is nothing we can do.

0 Robin explained that while the irrigation districts monitor daily, an impairment is
determined by taking the average of all the samples taken by CRP and SWQM
monitoring, for the entire segment. If that average is still below the standards, then the
area may have a concern, but is not impaired.

0 Yes, TDS may be lower in the upper portion of the segment and may increase as you get
towards the Gulf, due to accumulation of TDS as the water is flowing downstream.

0 Leslie stated that the Valley has a pretty good representation of monitoring sites with
the partners we have down here.

0 TCEQ and USIBWC CRP said they would look at the data more closely and monitor the
situation.

e TCEQ CWQM stations still operating, although the maintenance and such has dropped
considerable. The stations are now being maintained quarterly, so data between then can’t be
guaranteed. These stations measure only temperature and specific conductance. These stations
are not used for water quality purposes, only for quantity and conductivity of irrigation water.

e Leslie went over the impairments and concerns for this area. The Lower Rio Grande Valley had
an assessment unit de-listed, a rare occurrence for the Rio Grande. Segment 2302, Assessment
unit 2302_02, From the El Jardin Pump Station upstream to the Rancho Viejo Floodway, has
been delisted for bacteria.

e LRGWAQI update by Leslie, with brief input by Roger. Leslie gave an overview of the project for
all the new people, including how it came about, what the goal of the project is, and where we
currently are. This project will feed a draft 1-D model so that if/what scenarios can be played
out. At present time, we have had 4 binational sampling events. 16 sites were sampled, of
which 6 are long-term CRP routine monitoring sites. The project faces many issues, including
funding (MX in particular), collaboration between 2 countries, differences between standards
and methods for sampling, etc. We are now about 5 years into the project. The collaborating
agencies include TCEQ, IBWC, and EPA on the U.S. side, and CONAGUA, CEAT, CILA, and IMTA
on the MX side. Two universities are contracted to do the U.S. side samplings (UTRGV-Edinburg,
and TX A&M Kingsville), and one of these universities has just become a CRP partner.



0 Data Management will be handled by USIBWC CRP.
0 Binational sampling had just occurred the first week of April 2016.
0 The project is set to conclude by August 31, 2016. After that, data analysis will be done
and a final report will be put out.
Leslie went over coordinated monitoring schedule.
0 Mercedes had no issues or changes.
0 Falcon had no issues or changes.
0 UTRGV- Edinburg just performed their first CRP sampling. No issues or changes.
0 UTRGV- Brownsville did not attend the meeting, their schedule will be carried forward.
O BPUB had no issues or changes.
TCEQ no changes to their schedule.
TCEQ mentioned Arroyo Los Olmos and asked if CRP is sampling. If flowing the Falcon
personnel do pick it up. Leslie said Falcon reports that it is dry most of the time. Arroyo los
Olmos has just been changed to monitor for the whole suite of conventionals.
0 Dr. Ho’s new stations will monitor upstream and downstream of Station 13103, and
downstream of the confluence of Arroyo los Olmos with the Rio Grande.
TCEQ stated that the draft 2016 Integrated Report will be put out for public comment in May or
June 2016.
USIBWC CRP was asked if we can put trend analysis on our website Excel spreadsheets.

Training Participants

Eli Mendoza, USIBWC Falcon FO
Lauro Cantu, USIBWC Falcon FO
Jose Bazaldua, USIBWC Mercedes
Dr. Ho, UTRGV- Edinburg

Michael McCall, BPUB

Gabriel Coronado, Jr., BPUB

Meeting Notes:

Assigned new equipment to CRP partners.

Handed out some other basic supplies. Some of UTRGV-Brownsville’s supplies went to UTRGV-
Edinburg.

Andres went over new equipment for the CRP partners.

New SOP should be out by the end of May.

AGENDA

10:30 Welcome and Introductions

10:40 Discussion of various water quality topics

e TCEQ Watershed Action Planning Process
e Discussion of TCEQ's Integrated Report/303d list
e |dentification of water quality issues, data gaps, sources

10:55 Ongoing research and projects in the area addressing issues



e Lower Rio Grande Water Quality Initiative
e Other projects or issues in the area

11:30 Monitoring Schedule
e Discussion of statewide Coordinated Monitoring Schedule (CMS)
http://cms.Icra.org/ - current and FY 2017 monitoring
e Potential future projects and potential new sites
11:50 Other announcements and information
e 2016 Basin Highlights Report for the Rio Grande Basin
e Watershed characterization of the Lower Rio Grande
12:00 Final comments and adjourn
12:15 USIBWC CRP Partner Training and Monitoring Guidance Updates- Required
e |ssue new equipment to CRP partners
e Answer questions and review monitoring procedures on Draft USIBWC YSI
multiprobe Standard Operating Procedures for maintenance and calibration
of the new sondes.
e Review of field forms, chain of custody forms, cooler shipment procedures
e Answer questions and review monitoring procedures, as requested
12:45 Adjourn refresher training portion




